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= H 1'9'Diredery being firlt publiſhed in the 


ſecond Edition of it in the Year 1726, in 
which now I have made ſome Additic 
and Alterations The Book itſelf alſo is conſiderably. 
inlarged from what it was at firſt, namely, in proving 
and preſſing the Neceſſity of Comminicating} in Obe- 
dience iy our dying Lord Command; and it is to 
de regreted, that there fc be till fo much Need 
for ur eee HS ſo many Chriſtians, who 
profeſs Reſprct to Chriſt as their Saviour, ſhould live 

in the Neglect of bis dying Charge ! Perhaps, my 
Friends, upon viewing the Hazard of eating unwotz 
thily, ſome of you may think you are on the ſafeſt 
side to Keep away from this Ordinance altogether ; 


not contlidering, that the Danger of unworthy Refuſing. 


is fully as great as that of unworthy Receiving : For y 
ſee, theſe who made light of Chriſt's Invitation to the 
Marriage-ſupper eſcaped no better than he that came 
without the Wedding-garment, Mar.xxii. 7, 13. Like - 
wiſe-I have adduced many Arguments to preſs Frequen - 
ey in communicating, and have anſwerdd Objections 
againſt it; which, if 5 duly conſider, you muſt 
own that frequent Partating is molt advantagious and 
neceflary for the Exigencies of y 


. 


o 


r Souls, and highly 


© 


acceptable unto God. If there be a Bo:k'of © Rethems 
brance written before the Lord, for them that feated-the 
Lord, 2 upon his Name, and ſpoke often one to ano- 
ther, Mal. iii. 16, we have no Ground to queſtion, 
but there is a Book of Remembrance written for them, 
* 5 obs W 4,-0.5 


4 54 0 4 


iv The PREFACE. © 
that love their Redeemer, and often remember his ; 11 
and Sufferings in the er which he hat 4 
ttunuted for that End. And as I would have you com- 

ing frequently to this ſolemn Ordinance, ſo I would 
always have you eoming with ſuitable Preparation ; 
for your Help in this Matter, I haye compoſe 
following Directory. Special Care ſhould be taken, 
that our Frequency do not breed Formality, but that we 


be as devout as we are /requent 5 and; tho? we con 
nicate never ſo frequently, that we truſt not tq for- 
P 


p > N 


mer Preparations, but that we examine and 
ourſelves of new for every Communion .. 

But ſeeing it is in vain to exhort Chriſtians. te ſe- 
quent Receiving, unleſs Miniſters do alſo frequently ads 
miniſtrate.this Ordinance, and call their People to par- 
take thereof; it may be proper to ſpeak ſomething 
of the Neceſſity of frequent Diſpenſing of the Lord 
Supper. All the Arguments and Reaſons, whbich,, 
bring in the enſuing Treatiſe, to prove the, Neceſſity 
of People's /requent Partaking, do as much prove: th 
Neeceſſity of Miniſters. frequent Di/pen/ing ; ſeeing, uf 
_ Miniſters do not di/þen/e, the People,cannot portate: 
But, beſides theſe, I ſhall, with al Humility and. be» 
coming Reſpect, add ſome Things here, which 1 hope 
may be. of Weigbt with myſelf, and other Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, to perſuade to frequent Diſpenſing. . 
I. The inſpired. Apoſtles of Chriſt, and other Pa- 
ors of the Church that were contemporary with them, 
did (in obedience to the Intimation which their Lord 
and Maſter gave them at the firſt Inſtitution) frequently 
: Aiſpenle the Lord's Supper to the Chriſtians in theig 
Pays; yea, it was their ordinary Cultom to do it e· 
very Lord's Day. Ads ii. 46. Act, xx. 2. The in- 
ſplred penman of that Book doth mention the Breaks” 
ing of Bread as a conſtant Concomitant to the &+ 
poſtles Doctrine and Prayers, Acts ii. 22 
II. In Imitation of the Apoſtles, the Paſtors of the 
ancient Church did keep up the Practice of 5 
the Lord's Supper every Lord's Day, thro the 8 | 
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and 
the Writings of Juſtis Martyr, ' Cyprian, | Chry/oftom, +  ' 
Hierom, -: eral others, who' _ 
on that account uſed to call the Lord's Day Die Ha- 
nis; but, it being a Matter of Fact ſo notour; I need 
not blot Paper with Quotations to this Purpoſe. Nay, 
it is plain from the forefaid ancient Writers, that 
the Lord's Supper continued to be diſpenſed in ſome - 
Places, not only every Lord's Day, but alſo every Day 
of the Week, and that for ſeveral Centuries : - Which 


Ambroſe, Auguſtine; and ſev 


Practice Auguſtine (who lived in the fifth Century) doth: | 
not ſeem ſo heartily to approve ; for, Lib. de Eccleſiaſti- 


cis, Cap. 53. he hath theſe Words, Quotidie Conmunivnem 
Euchariſtia, nec vitupemo nee laudo ; omnibus damen Do- 
minicis Diebus commur.icandun* fuadeo, © i. e. I neither 
praiſe nor diſpraiſe dailywecering' of the Lords Sapper ; 
but Iwould have al-Men to communicate each Lord's Day. 
Moreover, learned Men, who are beſt acquaint wich 
the Antiquities of the Chriſtian Church, do obſetve, 
that Unfrequency in celebrating this Sacrament” did 


creep in together with other Antichriſtian Errors ang 


Defections into the Church of Chriſt. 
III. I ſhall therefore paſs the Ages of Darkneſs and 
Defection, and come to the two laſt Centuries of the 
Church, and take a ſhort View of the Practice of ome - 
Proteſtant Churches ſince our Reformation from Pope- 
ry. I grant, the Lord's Supper hath not been cele- 
brated ſo. oft ſince that Time, as in the firſt Ages of 
the Church, . We have the Reaſon” pointed at in a 
Book, which repreſents the Practice & 
Geneva, — celebrating the Sacrament o. 
the Lord's Supper, which was four Times in the Lear: 
The Book is intituled, Laws ond Statuter , Geneva 
anent Ecclefiaſtick Diſcipliue, tranſlated out of the feng, 
and printed London, Anno 1643. P. 7. we. baye thele'- _ 


Words; For as the Supper hath been inſtituted BR» 
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* our Saviour 2 de frequented and uſe 4 4 
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4 . 
third, fourth and'6th' Centuries, © Te evidence tis 
(if it were called in queſtion) I might cite many Paſ- 
ſages from the Hiſtories of Fufſebius and ns. 


the Church of 
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8 4 Get Six Times a Year) wherein the Churchies un 


er Perſecution, are leſt to their Liberty,” +144 © 
As for the: Churches-in New-Kngland, e 


count of their Practice, Brief Marratian ef the, Pris 


cCtice of the Churches in New England, printed Londeg 


Auna u . b. 8, © As for the Adminiſtration of it 
Lord's Supper, becauſe Chriſt deſires; jus to do it ot, 
. we commonly have ic Monthly, tho“ we ty not 
oy * ck to any ſet PIO but ee | 
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1 which /is:commg uſed onde a- 
4 Month; | - or ſo-oft as the Congregation hal! think 
© expedient, the Miniſter uſeth to ſay as" followeth, - 
Ec.“ From which it appears, that the ſirſt Practice 
of our Reformers, after the Reformation of hit Na- 
tion from Popery, "was; to adminiſtrate the Lord's 
Supper commonly once a· Month. Afterwards, it ſeem: - 
eth, they ſound that the People did not ſo generally 
ſall in Wh the foreſaid Order for Month Sarrument .- 
as could be wiſhed : : And therefore in the General AF 
ſembly, which was held at Edipburgh in December 
1562, they thought fit to condeſcend to a leſs frequent 
Adminiſtration of this Ordinaunce; for in their Act 
thereanerit, as recorded by Ca/4,-in his Hiſtory, Page 
846, we have theſe Words; It is ordained, that the 
© Communion be four Times miniſtred in the Tear 
within Buerows Towns, and twice in ee Pa- 
$ riſheg,*: . | 
Here indeed wee is a Diſtinction ade berwönet ha 
Froquency of Burgas and Country Pariſhes: But in 
the firſt Book of Diſcipline, which was compiled by 
ſeverals of our famous Refor mers, by Way of Ad- 
dreſs to the Civil Government, and much ibn the 
fame Tidie approved and eſtabliſhed both by Church 
and State, we find four Times in the Year condeſcend- 
ed upon for che Sacrament, without any Diſtinction 
of Congregations, Cap. 2. Parag. 3. Tbey tell us in- 
deed, That the Order of Geneva, conoerning che Mi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, vas at that Time uſed. 
in ſome of their Churches, 7. e. the Book of Common Or- 
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ments; but, in Cap. 11. Parug. 5. they give their 
Judgment for Quarterly Corntaunions intheſe Words; 
Four Times in the Year we think ſufitieht to e 
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ſite to be diſtincted, that the 80 ition of Times 
may be avoided ſo far as 2 e: For your Ho. 
© nours are not ignorant how ſuperſtitiouſly the Peo- 
: © ple run to that Action at 2 — even as if the Time 
© gave Virtue to the Sacrament; and how the reſt of 
* the whole Year they are careleſs. and negligent; as 
- if it appertained not to them but at that Time on- 
We. think therefore moſt expedient, that the 
the, Sonday of March be appointed for one Time to 
that Service, the firſt Sonday of June for another, 
© the firſt Sanday of September for. the third, the firſt 
© Sonday of December for the fourth. We do not de- 
© ny. but any ſeverall Kirk for reaſonable Cauſes. may 
&change the Time, and may miniſter oftner ;' dates 
c {tudy % preis Superſtition.” ! Au 
From all which we may ſee what it was that came 
to be the more general, ſettled and declared Mind of 
the Church of Scotland after the Reformation, con- 
cerning the Frequency of the Lord's Supper, viz. that 
it ſhould: be at leaſt celebrated once in the Quarter, 
allowing Liberty to any Miniſter or Congregation to 
adminiſter je oftner if they thought fit. Some perhaps 
may doubt, if it was altogether right in our Refor- 
mers, to reduce the primitive Practice of celebrating 
the Lord's Supper once a- Week to once in the Month, 
and afterwards to once in the Quarter; but we are to 
ſuppoſe that they had weighty Reaſons for it at that 
Time: But there are many now of the Mind, that we 
of this Age cannot ſo well account for reducing the 
ancient Practice of this Church in adminiſtrating this 
Sacrament once in the Quarter, to once in the Year. 
Is not this a lamentable Deviating from the Sentiments 
and Practice of our great and zeatous Reformers ! 
What can our Unfrequency in celebrating this Chrilt- 
commemorating Ordinance be imputed to fo much, as 
a ſad Decay of Love to a crucified Jeſus? Alas that 
Love to our unchangeably lovely Redeemer ſhould 
cool by. Length of Time! We fadly verify what he 
foretold of the latter Days, Mat. Xxiv. 12. Oh 
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oh! Are not Chriſt's Benefits as great as ever, his 
Blood as freſh and efficacious as ever? Why then ſhould _ 
not Chriſtians Love be as warm 4s ever, and their 
Reſpe& to his Goſpel Inſtitutions as ſtrong as ever? 
O that the Chriſtians of this Age were ſenſible from 
whence we are fallen ; how far we have departed from 
the Zeal of our Anceſtors, and left our firlt Love to a 
cruciſied Chriſt; ſo that all Ranks were concerned to 
revive and recover it, in and by the Uſe of the Means 


which God hath appointed for that End; that by De- 


grees we might again attain to our Reformers Fre- 
quency of celebrating this Chriſt-exalting and Love- 

inflaming Ordinance, and ſo change our Amun to 
Quarterly Communions! 1 know it is affecting to ſome 
hearty Well-wiſhers to the Proſperity and Credit of 


the Church of Scotland, to think that a Chureb, fo 


excellently well conftituted, and which had atrained 


to a greater Pitch of, Reformation in other Things 


than her Neighbours, ſhould 0 ly bedind them in 


this Point. 6 
I acknowledge, that Matters were ſo put out of Or- 


der in this Church, by Reaſon of the long Oppreſſion 
ſhe groned under, and the great Defections of many 


before the late happy Revolution, that Miniſters in ſe- 

veral Places were afraid to diſpenſe this ſealing Ordi- 
nance to their Flocks for ſome Time: And finding 
themſelves very much ſtraitned betwixt the Indiſpoſi- 
tion of their People, and the Hazard of a total Omiſ-- 


ſion, they came to an unfrequent Celebration of mis 


Ordinance, perhaps but once in two or three Years, 
till this Unfrequency became cuſtomary and too gene- 


ral. Serious Chriſtians indeed flocked unto theſe Places | 


where it was diſpenſed, whereby their Loſs at home 
was in ſome Meaſure repaired, 

But the General Aſſembly,” being ſenſible of the E- 
vil of this Unfrequency, began to take notice of it, 
and make ſeveral excellent Acts for the more frequent 
Celebration of the Lord's Se, as in the Years 
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have ſome Years ago given a molt laudable Example. 4 


£ 


to their; Brethren, in celebrating the Lord's Supper 


is to be regreted that ſo few hitherto have copied aſ- 


\ ter it. | : | l 91 A > ©4P 
RA The Authority and Judgment of the great Calvin, / 
iT _ (whom the Church of Scotland doth molt deſervedly | 


regard and eſteem) concerning annual and frequent 

Communicating, hath very great Weight with me 

wee have it in his Inſtitutions, Lib, 4. Cap. 17. Par. 46. 

f mihi fol. 50. After he hath ſhewed what was the 
Practice of the ancient Church in pureſt Times, he 
bath Theſe Words; Et ane hid conſuetudo, qua ſemel 
quotannis communicare jubet, certifſimum eſt diaboli inven- 
tum, cujuſcungee tandem miniſterio iuvecta fuerit.——— 
Quum certa lex de und quotaunis communicatione poſita eſt, 
gua factum eſt, ut fere omnes quum ſemel communic ae 

| runt, quaſi in reliquum anni  tempus pulchre defundi, in 

” utramque autem ſecuri dormiant. Longe aliter factum 0+ _ 
portuit : Singulis ad minimum hebdomadibus proponends. 

| erat chriſtiauorum cætui men/a domiui, declaraudæ promiſe . 

1 firnes qua nos in ea ſpiritualiter paſcerent: Nullus qui- 
dem neceſſitate cogendus, ſed cohortandi omnes & ſtimulan- 
di; objurgandus etiam ignavorum torpor, i. e. And in- 

deed this Cuſtom, which commands to communi-' 
cate once only in the Year, is moſt certainly the 
© Invention of the Devil, whoever was inſtrumental 
© to introduce it. —— When there was a Law made : 

8 for communicating once in the Year, it Ame % 

pas, that almoſt all, when they had once commun 

© nicated, turned ſlothful and ſlept ſecyxghywtbrough-- 

© out the reſt of the Year. But it ſhould have been 

far otherways : Every Week at leaſt. the Lord's 

Table ſhould have been ſet before the Aſſembly of 

© Chriſtians, and the Promiſes therein ſet forth up- 

© on 
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miſſion t their Sins, the moſt Patt are ed to 
"think, when they have done, that their main Work 
is over for that Year, and ſo tall aſſeep e. 

— lecure thro the reſt of the Tear; upum whi 
account he calls this Popiſh Cuſtom A cue Indeation, 
and an imentron of the- Devil: It is to be boped; that 
me Church of ScoHand, which ſo much abbors Bope- 
ry and all Popiſh'Cuſtoms, wilat' length throw-out 
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but only in general hath enjoined à frequent;Cele- 
bration ieee . > K's 19 U N 
d⁊ualy; The Jews did not need a very frequent Cele- 
bration of the Paſſover to put them in mind of the 
Coming, Death and Sufferings of the Meſſiah; ſee - 
ing, beſides the Paſſover, they had by divine Appoint- 
ment many other lively Types, Figures and Inſtitu- 
tions, which were deſpgned for that ſame-very End, 
_ ſuch as, the Sacrifices'of ſlain Beaſts, which they fre- 
quently witneſſed in the Temple: Yea, every Day 
they had both Morning and Evening a Lamb killed in 
the Temple; its Blood poured out, and its Fleſh 
burnt on the Altar for a Sacrifice to God for their Sins; 
which did in a moſt eminent and lively Manner re- 
preſent to them the Death, Bloodſhed, Sufferings and 
ditter Agonies of Chriſt the great Sacrifice for the 
Sins of the World, juſtin. the ſame Manner as the 
Paſſover did] only it was not eaten in every Houſe, 
as that was. 80 that we ſec a plain Reaſon why the 
FJeus did not ſtand in need of ſuch a frequent Cele- 
bration of the Paſſover to be a Remembrance of 
Chriſt under the Law, as we do of the Lord's Sup- 
per under the New-teſtament Times, when we have 
no other Ordinance inſtituted to keep up the Remem- 
brance. of Chriſt's Death and Sufferings but this a- 
lone: And therefore it ought much more frequently 
to be celebrated than the Few! Paſſoyer was. 
Zaly, Suppoſing the Jews had had no other Ordi- 
nance but the Pallover, to keep up the Remembrance 
of the Meſh that was to come; yet ſeeing our Mef- 7 
/iah hath now come, and actually ſacrificed himſelf 
upon the Croſs for our Redemption, hath. fully com · 
pleted the Work; and made far more bright Diſplays - 
of Kis Love and Glory to us Chriſtians, than he did 
to the eus under the Law, and hath inſtituted the 
Lord's Supper for a Memorial of what he hath done 
and ſuffered, limiting us to no Time, but injoining 
Frequency in the Uſe of it; I fay, ſeeing the Caſe is 


ſo with us, we are under many ſtrong Ties to be more 
- zealous 


8 
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realous and iftequent in-celebrating-the W 
Chriſt's Love tous in the Eord's Supper, than the 
Jes were to do it in the Paſſoxer. The A poliles/and 


primitive Chriſtians were ſo ſenſible of chis, that they 


thought themſelyes bound to remember Chtiſtervcifi- 


ed once a- Week in their: Goſpel-paſſoyer z which the 
Jeu did but once a - Year in theirs. From all which 


we ſee no Argument can n Fews 
annual, Cuſtom in celebrating the e to _ 


amn Communions.' 1.1 ily 11 58 
Obj. II. T9 adminiſtrate the Lord's Supper — 


ly, would, tend to diminiſh, the KReſpect and Reverence 
which i — 27 to . and at length. me into Cantempt 


2 1 71 774 f wy 5 228 2 Am 


rl — make Conſcience! of oun Duty, our 
. Wi ay Th to the Credit of his ow Ordinance. -: 
ad, Will any ſay that the Apoſtles and primitive 
Paſtors brought this Ordinance into Contemp by ce« 


lebrating of it every. Lord's Day? Did they got e- : 


ſteem and prize it much higher than we who celebrate 
it but once a- Near? And why ſbould we, think, that 

the 3dmniſtring of ' the; Lord's Supper twice, thrice, 
or four Times in dhe Year, "mn at all : derogare 5 


from the Ctedit of it? A to'f ood wie lh 


_34ly, Were this Reaſon valid apain&the-fre quent 
diſpenſing of this Ordinance, hy not- agalnſt other 
e alſo? And ſo we ſhould but ſeldom preach, 

Wy Scriptures in the Audience oſ the People, 
a. ſhould om? pray or ſing Pſalms with our Flocks; 
leſt we e e to leſſen the Eſteem and Revere nee 
due, to theſe Ordinances by the frequent Uſe of them. 

Athly, Are there not many ſerious exertiſed. Chriſti» 
ans, who communicate almoſt every Sabbath during 
the; Summer Seaſon, when they can have the Ocraſi- 
on in neighbouring Congregations, who can tell = 
that they reap Te Advantage = ſo doing, 
their Eſteem of the Ordinance is much — 
that they do not at all find that dein — Sor 
abe tends brit this. «Wal Inſtitution into Con · 
0 tempt 


. 


_ 


71 5 K EAC E. 
enn be 


iv 
tempt with them? And 
that their communicating! ice, or even prior 
2 - Teat in their ou ations, at a convenient 
Diltande, would produce dmt bad Effect? No; Tam 

4t-wdbld mot! For the oftner that this Sa- 
crament is worthily received; inſtead of diminiſhhi 
dur ReſpeRty it incrtaſeth our Reberenee of God, an 
out Affection to our Saviour; I am ſore, à vonſti - 
entious owning of God's: is a Freater Sign 
of holy ee than . Neg led of * Wunden. 
"Ons: * 

5 We: $ ink to k ING ek 
dit o this E 8 who are 
not the better Sort, by ſeldom diſpenſing N . but it 
thould'be! minded, that it is not true Eſteem whi 
atiſeth merely from the Rarity of 'a Thing, but 
which ſpringeth from Knowledge of its intrinſick 
Worth, and Experience bf its Uſefalneſs : And theke 
People who have no Heart acquaintance with 
om Chriſt, and nar Uſes and Succeſs _ hrs 155 


din antes, will newer have a due MORE, Kin 

Let us by alt Means reconimend Le he 
Worth and Excellency df Chriſt, ſhew them their 
_ Need of him, and his daily Uſeftlneſs to them, 
and preſs their making ſuitable*Preparation, by ſearch⸗ 

ing theraſelves; and "cloſing with him, before they de 
admitred to Ppartake; and then we needed not firich 
fear that Frequeney wouldYetratt from the Reputation 
of this Ordinance: For nt Experience of its 
2 bepet 755 higheſt Eſteem of it;” and 
ſharpen the. Appetites of Pebple for it. As he pray 
eth deſt, and with moſt Delight, that prayeth 9 ove | 
ſo a worthy Communieant increaſeth in the Love of 
God and of Religion, the oftner he receives: The 
more Acquaintance and Communion be attains to 
Vith Jefas Chriſt in this Ordinance; he values it ſtill 
the mere. I cannot think this bleſſed Sacrament will 
de undervalued by frequent Repetitions, but by Per- 
* unworthy, who We” AIC , 

g 
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garded; for no true - hearted {/roelite would lothe this 4 
heavenly Manna, becauſe it is common and afforded | 
us in Plenst rr +: vit cru FR 
Laſiiy, And, with all due Submiſſiom to others, I 
do ſtrongly incline to have a great Regarq to the * 
judgment oſ the famous Mr. Calvin, and many learn» 1 
ed and godly Divines, who are fo far ſrom thinking 4 
that annual Communicating is a Mean to preſerve the 
Eſteem of this Ordinance, and prevent People's Care» 
leſneſs and Formality in receiving, that they rather 
judge it a Device of Satan to cheriſh Sloth and Secu- 
rity in Sin, to ſtifle true Chriſtian Love, to diſcourage 
Endeavours after ſerious Godlineſs, and to obſtruct 
very much the Life and continued Exerciſe of Religi- 
on. 4 MYA 36 Nane er (Nan 
Obj. III. We fee how much the other Sacrament, Bap- 
ti/m, is contemned, lecauſe of its frequent Repetition : and 
ſo might it alſo fore with this. . 
Ai 1/1, If the People's Contempt of Sacraments be 
a good Argument againſt the Frequency of one Sacra. 
ment, it is as good againſt the Frequency of another, 
and ſo we ought to ſet up for the Adminiſtration: of 
Bapti/m but once in the Lear, to preſerve the Eſteem 
and Solemnity of it, as much as we do for that of the * 
other Sacrament. Are they not both precious In- 
ſtitutions of the ſame Lord ? bath Seals of the ſane 
Covenant? Why then ſhould we put the one at fo 
great Diſtance from the other, and ſeek to raiſe its Ho- 
nour ſo much above the other? . SOX £3.010,4 
2dly, Tho' Baptiſm be frequently adminiſtrate, yet 
the Lord doth ſtill keep up the Reputation of his Or- 
dinance, fo that no Man is eaſy to be excluded fro mn 
it: Yea, People generally have ſtronger Impreſſions ; 
of the Neceſſity of this Sacrament than of the other, : 
notwithſtanding of all our Endeavours to maintain 
the Credit of the other more than this; which may 
teach us, that we ought ſtill to go on in the Way of 
our Duty, and leave it to God to ſee to the Credit of 
dis own Iaſtitnti agg. 
; | | 34% 
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34h), It is not ſo much becauſe of the frequent. ad- 
miniſtration of | Baptiſm, that People do flight it, 28 
becauſe they, not being to partake of it themſelves, 
do commonly apprehend they are no more but Spec- 
tators (tho indeed there is much more incumbent on 
them) ;- but were they bound to partake frequently of 
- this'Sacrament, as of the Lord's Supper, and that un- 
der the Pain of Chriſt's higheſt Diſpleaſure; if they | 
either did-negle& it or perform it ſlightly; all ſober 
People would reckon themſelves. obliged to attend it, 
when they had the 2 of 1 it, and a 
with fome Awe and Fear too. „ 
Obj. Iv. There is more Shightneſs add Formality a. 
monpſt the Communicants in theſe Churches where the Lord 
Supper is frequently diſpenſed, than where it is ſeldom,” 
Anf. 1}, This is not generally true; ſor as there 
may be much Slightneſs and Formality in ſome Places 
where it is but ſeldom diſpenſed, ſo there is much De- 
votion and Seriouſneſs in other nm where! it is we 
quently adminiſtred. | 
- 2dly, The People's Sliphitneſs i in | Receiving may pro- 
ceed very much from the Paſtor's Slightneſs in Ad- 
miniſtrating. Were due Pains taken to keep back the 
Unworthy, to inform People of the Greatneſs of the 
Work, to warn them of the Danger of unworth 
Receiving; to obſerve Faſt, Preparation and- Thankf- 
giving Days; to chuſe ſuitable Texts, preach awak- 
ning Doctrine, make particular Application, and to 
fence the Lord's Table with awful Solemnity : Per- 
* haps there would not be ſuch lightneſs amonglt the 
People in Receiving. 
Obj. V. It will not he eaſy to get di foren: Texts and 
Subjechi ſuitable to ſuch frequent Communions. | | 
An. A crucified Jeſus js a Subject moſt ſuitable, 
and one ſo large and copious as cannot be exhauſted. 
The Apoſtle, while he preached at Corinth, determined 


t know nothing among that People, but Chriſt and him 


grucified,' 1 Cor. ii. 2. He reſolved to make this the 
great and conſtant Subject of his Sermons + And can 
apy 


_ 
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any thin (it too much to peach upon this Theme 
twice, thrice, or ſour Times a- Lear? 

Certainly a orocified- Jeſus is the Spring and Scope, 
the Matter and End of. all Goſpel-preaching. oy + | 
Thing we ſay-is reducible'to him; and the Deſign of 
all is to exalt kim, who is the rp Founder of our 
Religion, and the Foundation of all our Hopes: When. 
we dehort from Sins and Vices, we do it mainly be. 
cauſe they were the Cauſe of Chriſt's Sufferings, and 
do tend to crucify him afreſh'; When we exhart te 
Duty, we do it chiefly from this Topick, that we 
ſhould live to him that died for us; and that the Love 
of Chriſt ſhould conſtrain us to follow bis Pattern, 
and obey his Precepts. We preſs Duties as a neceſ- 
ſary Fruit of Faith in Chriſt, and of Love to him ; 
and we teach, that they are only to be performed by 
his Strength, and accepted thro' his Merits. Nay, 
Chriſt crucified is the Scope and Subſtance of the . 


Rible ; for to him give all the Prophets Witneſs, Acts 


X. 43+ Hs - LE. 1 
A crucified Chriſt is a Subject ſo pleaſant and ſo fertile, 
that we cannot be ftraitned to preach directly there - 

upon many Times a- Lear, if we take a View of thele 


Things in bim, viz. the infinite Dignity and Glory of 


his Perſon; the perfections of Gop that ſhine in him; 
the Freeneſs and Greatneſs of his Love; his eternal 
Undertaking ; his glorious Saretiſhip; his wonderful 
Incarnation ; his threefold Office 3 the * ſignificant 
Metaphors and Types whereby Chriſt and his Benefits 
are repreſented ; his manifold ſweet Relations to his 
People; his Mediatory Fulneſs ;-his deep Humiliati- 
on; his innocent Life; his. holy Example; his hea- 
venly Doctrine; his unparalleled Sufferings ; his me- 
ritorious. Death; his victorious Reſurrection; his 
triumphant Aſcenſion ; his prevalent- Interceſſion ; 
his glorious Coming again: The Excellency of that 
Covenant he hath confirmed; the Sufficiency. of the 
Sacrifice he hath offered; the Neceſſity and Complete- 


. neſs of. the Righteouſneſs he bath wrought; the in- 


numerable 
/ | 
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numerable Benefits of his Death; the unſearchable 
- Riches of his Grace; his exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes; the incomparable Virtue of his Blood; 
our Union with him by Faich; our Adoption by Re. 
lation to him; our Juſtifkcation by his Merit; our San - 
tification by his Spirit ; our Fighting and Conqquering 
under his Banner; our Protection under his Shadow; 
our bearing Burdens by his Grace; our performing 
Duties by his Strength; our boly Walk in Obedience 
to bis Injunctions; the Thankfulneſs we owe to him 
in Heart and Life; and the ſweet Communion Believ- 
ers have with him in Duties and Ordinances. Vea, 
we. have Bleſſings unſpeakable, Grace and Glory, 
Peace and Pardon, Light and Life, Strength and 
Growth, Riches and Wiſdom, Joy and Hope, Perſe» 
verance in Grace, Comfort in Affliction, Conduct in 
Life, Through-bearing at Death, Reſurrection from 
the Grave, Abſolution at the Tribunal, Happineſs 
'thro' Eternity, and all Things coming to us with and 
by a crucified Jeſus. So that in this noble Subject 
there is a perpetual. Plenty and Variety of ſuitable 
Matter for Sacramental Occaſions. 
Obj. VI. To adminiſter the Lord's Supper ſo frequent» 
I, would occaſion very much Labour and Toil to the Admi- 
| niſtrators, 3-4 - | 
Aſ. xt, Did we diſpenſe this Sacrament more fre- 
- quently, probably the Labour and Toil would be leſ- 
ſened ; we might come to find our People habitually 
in a better Caſe for that ſolemn Ordinance than at 
preſent-generally they are: So that leſs Pains in excit - 
ing, inſtructing and preparing them for it, might be 
more ſucceſsful than greater is now. | 55 
24ly, We have no Cauſe to diſtruſt our faithful and 
kind Lord, who doth not fail to give Strength and Fur. 
niture to his Servants as their Needs require, according 
to his gracious Promiſe, Deut. xxxiii. 25. As thy Days, 
fo ſhall thy Strength be. We have Experience hither- 
to of his pitying our Weakneſs, ſupplying our Wants, 
and helping us in Time of Need: So that we * 
. a ure 
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ſure ourſelves that he will ſend none to Warfare up 
their own Obarges. a Foul a omg rs eee 
Zaly, If we put the Glory of our Maſter,” the Ad“ 
vantage of our le, and the Tncreaſe of dur Ne. 
ward, in the Balance Mth our Labour; I hope we 
will not think it deſerveth once to be mentioned: - 
Tho' we had no more to expect, it is a great Reward 
in itſelf, to de honoured to bring Glory to dur Re- 
deemer, and to advance the Salvation of immortal 
souls: And ſeeing the Seafon of our Capaelty fot ei- 
ther is ſo very ſhort, with what Cheerfulneſs ſhould 
we beſtir ourſelves to ply chat bleſſed Work? What 
a Pleaſure would it be to ſee Chriſt in Eſteem, Sin in 
Diſgrace, the World in Contempt, and Religion in 
Pproſperity amomgſt Men? Well then, would we con- 


tribute thereto in our Statſons; would we have A ve 


ly Remembrance of God, and Chriſt, and Heaven, 
kept up in the World; would we have ohr 
cloſly and conſtantly to bear in Mind the Evil 6f 
Sin, the Preciouſneſs of immortal Souls, the Love 6f 
God to Mankind: Sinners, the Death and Sufferings of 
the Son of God in dur Rohm; Let us frequently ad- 
miniſter ths Lord's Supper in our Congregations.” ©! 
Would we help the Careleſneſs of our People's 
Minds, and the Weakneſs of their Memories; -would 
we give dur Hearers à compendious and affecting view 
of the Chriſtian Religion; would we bring them to 
have freſh"and laſting Impreſſions of its Truths and 
Doctrines; T know no more effectual Mean for it:? 
For in this ſblemn Ordinance we have Man's Fan 
and Diſeaſe, together with his Recovery and Remedy, 
ſet forth to the Liſe; ind that in ſuch 4 Way as makes 
Impreſſion on the outward Senſes, ſo that the Eye may 


affe Beare, ER Orr Inenery | 
Would we have Sin and Vice kept under conftant” 
Rebukes amongſt our People; let us keep their Eyes 
always fixed upon the bleeding Wounds of a cracited 
Jeſas: Would we have them carefully tc maintain. 
Family-religion, ſecret Duties, and a holy tender 
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Walk; let us conſtrain them to it, by the Love of a - 


* 1 
F 


/ 


dying Jeſus frequently ſet before their Eyes: in this 
Ordinance. . This, thro' the Divine Ble ng, would 
de an excellent Mean and. Help to carry about with 
us always the Dying of the Lord Jeſus, and to make 
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Hearts. 


Af we duly ponder theſe Things, I hope it will ap- 


pear, that the Advantage of the frequent Celebration 
of: the Lord's Supper will abundantly. recompence out 
ſmall Toil-and/Patys./,\., oY 4 
Obj. VII. The Unworthine/5-of our Penple is great 
Diſcauragement to the . Celebration f the 2 0's 
Supper amongſt them: lle have but few that are in any 
Meaſure fit to be admitted to it. 
Aal. Iſt, If this Reaſon were valid, it wguld con- 
clade as ſtrongly againſt, the diſpenſing, of this- Ordi- 
nagce at-all, as againſt the Frequency of it; And we 


* , * 
7 


know, an Argument that would prove too much 
proves nothing. 2 * 5 


— 


adh, I know many are unworthy, but all are not 


| alike 3 and the Unfitnefs, of many can ot excuſe us 


from adminiſtrating to thoſe that are in ſome: Meaſure 


fit. As it is a Sin for Parents to keep back from 
their Children their due and neceſſary Food, becauſe 


of ſome unworthy Perſons that are in the Family; ſo 
it is a Sin for Paſtors to with- hold this Soul- nouriſn- 
ing Meal from theſe of their People that have a Right 

to it: For, tho' not a few do flight or abuſe it, yet 
there are others hungry and needfal of it; and theſe 
ought not to be denied the Advantage of frequent 


Partaking, for the Fault of their Neighbours. 


It is the 8a ing of one, That we find Fault upon good 
Ground with the Papiſts for denying one of the Elements. 


0 the People; And how can we juſtify theſe that deny 
| both Elements to their People, at leaſt for a long Time? 
_. +, 3dþ, Tho' the Number of our Communicants-be 
' ſmall, that ſhould not diſcourage us from our Duty; 


for the Divine Bleſbng is not tied ta Numbers. os 
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did qun the Inſtitution of tha P aſſoverq tho” there 
were but few that eat it together; and our bleſſed Sa- 
viour Bad hat-a Tmall Number chat did partake with 
him at the firſt Communion : But, ſos our Encou- 


agement in that Caſe; he graciouſly promiſeth, that, 
| BN 2 ok — gree are met — 9 his Name, be 
will own them with his Preſence and Bleſſing., », 
Obj. VIII. To adminiſtrate this Sacrament ſo fre- 
quently as before  mentionedy- would * conſiderable 
Expences to furniſh Communion-elements, and otherways ; 
and we habs no ſufficient Fund for"that Chargt» « _ 
Anſ. 1. Tho! we N. K be put to more Charge 
this Way than formerly, I Rope no faithful Miniſter 
ill ſay, that this Conſideration ſhould be laid in Ba- 
lance with the, ory of God and Good of Souls; 
we ſhould all be willing to ſpend and be ſpent for 
Chriſt: Aud whatever we expend of our private 
Goods this Way, is ſurely lent to the Lord, who 
will tepaq it. . ³ům m72EƷn tes 
2d hy, The Law provides à Fund in every Pariſh for 
ſuch Expences; and, where it is not ſettled, our 
Judges are very favourable to the Church, and give 
a liberal Allowance to ſuch Miniſters as do apply 
for it: And no doubt, if the Sactament were more 
frequently celebrated, they would not grudge to aug- 
ment the Fund, when it is not fufhcient; 5 
Zaly, If a ſufficient Fund cannot be had otherwiſe, 
let Collections be made in Pariſhes for defraying this 
Charge; as £u/ebius tells us was done by the primi- 
tive Chriſtians in this Caſe: And ſurely there is no 
honeſt-hearted Chriſtian or Communicant but would 
contribute liberally for that Effect, rather than the 
Lord's Work ſhould be hind re. 
Laſtly, We may ſee, from the old Acts of Aſſembly, 
that the General Aſſembly 1638 had this very Objecti- 
on under their Conſideration, and declareth, that the 
Charges ſhould rather be paid out of that Day's Col- > 
lection, than that the Congregation want the more 
frequent Uſe of N But I hope the = 
©” of neta 


* 1 * 1 


wii, Fe PREFAC E. 


neral Aſſemblies of this Church will In due Time take 


this and other Objections under further Conſideration, 


and provide eſſectual Anſwers and Remedies thereun- 


to; ſo that this ſolemn Ordinance ſhall be more fre- 


» % 


quently celebrated amongſt us than it js at preſent; 


And I wiſh'all may pray fervently, that, together with 


the foreſaid laudable Practice, ſomething of the warm 


Love and Zeal of the ancient Chriſtians may be hap- 
 Pily revived in our Land, + - "WY 
Before I cenclude this Preface, there is another 
Thing I would advertiſe the Reader, That in the fol- 
4owing Treatiſe I have endeayoured to keep by the 
Form of ſound Words in uſe amongſt us, avoidin 
both the Extremes of Antinomiani/m and Legaliſin, ſee- 
ing the Principles of this Church do guide us equal- 
ly to evite both the one and the other. And it-muſt 
be acknowledged, that it is not eaſy to ſhun Extremes; 
for People commonly, when their Zeal is excited a- 


gainſt one Extreme, are in great Hazard of ſliding in · 


ſenſibly into the other, according to the old Proverb, 
Dum vitant ſtulti vitia, in contraria currunt. And in- 
deed, not only Fools, but ſome of the greateſt and 
-wiſeſt of Men, have erred in this Reſpect: It was 


Mr. Baxter's Zeal and great Keenneſs againſt Anti- 
nomianiſm, that drove him to ſome raſh and dangerous 
Aſſertions on the other Side. And this ſhould bea 


Warning to us, always to take heed to ourſelves, and 
be careful to guard on all Sides; for we are ſtill in 


Hazard this Way, and eſpecially when Things come 


to warm Diſputations with us. wo 
It is poſſible that ſome who preach. the Goſpel may 
pick out ſome of the glorious Truths thereof, ſuch 


as, The Freedom of Grace in the Salvatiqn of Sinners, 


qur Juſtification. by the Righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt as 


our Surety, the Excellency of Faith in Chriſt, the Pri- 


vileges of the Covenant, and Bleſſings of Chriſt's Pur- 
chaſe, and may make theſe Truths almoſt the only 
Subject of their Preaching ; and yet perhaps manage 
them ſo unhappily, as not to lead People to ſtudy Re- 


generation 
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eration of Heart, Holineſs of Life, Abhorrence 
of Sin, Tenderneſs of Walk, and the conſcientious 
practice of all commanded Duties. And ſurely in 
this Way of doing they in a. great Meaſure miſs the 
Deſign of our Saviour's Incarnation, and the End of 
the Doctrine of Grace, which is, #0 deſtroy the Works 
of the Devil and to teach Men to live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly and godly in this preſent World. © 8 
On the other Hand, it is as poſſible that others may 
inſiſt very much in enforcin pa. ang make ve- 
ry fine rational Harangues of its Excellency; and yet 
make kttle Uſe of Goſpel-motives to preſs it, and be 
at little Pains to ſhew the  Goſpel-principles from 
whenceit muſt proceed. Likeways they may preach 
much againk Vice and Immorality, and warn Peo- 
ple of the Evil of it; and yet take up but little Time 
to teach them concerning the Root and Spring of 
Vice, (viz. our Fall in Adam, and the Corruption of 


__, 


our Natures) and the Neceſſity of an inward Change 


by a Work of Regeneration, for healing of the in- 
ward Diſeaſe and Plague of the Heart. Alſo they may 
preſs holy Duties very much, and yet make little Men- 
tion of . the true Fountain and Source of Holineſs, 
(viz, our Union with Chrilt by Faith, and the renewing 


of the Holy Ghoſt) and ſpeak little of the Neceſſity 


of Chriſt's Blood to waſh our Performances. Now, 
both theſe Extremes in the Way of Preaching are e- 
qually to be avpided. y, 

It is a prevailing Conceit amamg many, that there 
is no more requiſite to make a Man a Chriſtian than 
Morality, or a blameleſs Walk before Men. Morali- 
ty indeed is a very comely Thing, and moſt neceſſary 
both to beautify and preſerve human Societies; and 
therefore it is to be wiſhed there were much more of 


it in the World than we ſee there is; and every Preach. 


er of the Goſpel ought ſtrongly to recommend the 
Practice of it: But yet it is certain that Morality is 


not ſufficient to make a Man a Chriſtian, ſeeing it 
bath been found in Heathens, and thoſe that were ig- 


norant 


Faith in him. 


but, in the mean time, it teacheth ps that rheſe 
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norant of Chriſt, and the Way of Salvation through 


” 


Chriſtianity, indeed doth enforce Morality and moral 
Virtnes by the ſtrongeſt Motives and Ar ants, | 
ir- 

tues are never good and acceptable to God, until they 
be the Fruit of the Spirit's Operation, and ſpring from 
their proper Principles, Faith in Chriſt, and'Loveto 
him: They muſt be grafted in Chriſt as their Roj 
have a new Principle to quicken them, and a' W 
End to direct them, before Moral Virtues can com | 
mence Chriſtian Graces. Unregenerate Morality will ne: 
ver pleaſe God: Let Men advance it never fo far, yet, 


till the Heart be renewed, it is ſtill but Nature at heſt; 


and the Fruit is always four that grows not upon the 


Root Chriſt: It can never be acceptable to God, 
while Chriſt's Strength and Spirit is not ſought and 
employed in it, nor his Righteouſneſs to cover it, So 


that there is a great Difference betwixt Morality and 
. . . «+ | 54 ” 


Goſpel-holineſs. 


A moral Man then, tho“ he pr feſs himſelf a Chri- 


ſtian, yet he really is not ſo, if he lives not as one 


that looks for and receives daily Influences from 
Chriſt; if he hath not CI Undertakings, 
Duties and Affections, atid be not faying, © How 
empty and vain are all my Duties without Chriſt! 
© Yen, tho? T could do never ſo much, 1 ſhould be 
© utterly loſt and undone, if it were not for Chriſt ny 
* Surety and his Righteouſneſs. I count all but Loſs 
* and Dung, that I may be found in him.! 
This Church a geod many Years ago maniſeſted 
much Zeal againſt Antinomianiſin, and Doctrines which 
ſeemed to, tend that Way: And ſurely it js iucumbent 
upon all Churches to watch and take Care, that the 
Obligation of Chriſtians to Holineſs and good Works 
and to all Kind of Duties both of the firſt and ſecond 


Table, ſhould never be in the leaft weakned by Preach- 


ers of the Goſpel, under the ſpecious Pretext of ex; 


alting 


do nobly conſiſt together. 
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alting free Grace ;, ſeeing freg Grace and ſtrict Holineſi 

Again, on the other Hand, it ſhould equally be the 
Church's: Concern to labour to prevent the ſpreading. 
of Legaliſin, or the preaching gf Morality and the 
Practice of Duties in a /ega/ Strain; that is, in a Way 
tending to the Neglect of Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs,” 
or to the Diſparagement of the Doctrine of free Grate. 
It: was the flagrant Reports of the abounding of that 
Sort of asc eſpecially among younger 
Clergymen, that occaſioned the bringing in an Over- 
ture to the General Aſſembly 1726 for an Act x0 diſ- 
courage the ſame, and to direct to the right Method 
of preaching Chriſt, and how to preach Morality in 
an Evangelical Strain. But, tho“! Endeavours were 
uſedẽby ſeverals to get this Overture turned into an 
Act, it was hindered by ſome. leading Men, leſt it 
ſhould reflect upon the Characters of ſome Preachers 


to whom they had Reſpect; ſo that an Act of this 


Kind could never be got brought to a Bearing until 
the Aſſembly 1736: And then theſe who were moſt 
zealous to promote the Act, in order to get it the 
more unanimouſly agreed to, were fain to drop out uf 


its Preamble the true Cauſe of making it, namely, the 


abounding of legal Preaching in the Land, or of a 
wrong Strain of preaching the Goſpel. But, notwith-' 
ſtanding of this, the Act itſelf is of excellent Uſe, if 
duly regarded and put in Execution; and without 
this the beſt Acts in the World ſignify nothing. O- 
that I could perſuade all Miniſters and Preachers of 


the Goſpel to conſider and obſerve the forefaid t , 


It would ſurely fare the better, both with:themſelves 
and their Hearers: And, if no more may be done for 


that Purpoſe, let me at leaſt uſe ſome Means to get 
the Act made known io them, by tranſcribing it in 


this Place. 


* 
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VI. All concerning Preaching. '* 


Edinburgh, May 2ſt 1736. Self. 8. 


HE General Aſſembly, being moved with 
© Zeal for the Honour of God and our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, eſpecially at a Time when the Chri- 


{tian Revelation is openly impugned, and Infidelity, 


Deiſm, and other Errors do ſo much prevail: They 


do hereby recommend to all Miniſters and Preach- 


ers, - ſeriouſly to conſider and obſerve the Directo 


of this Church concerning the preaching of the Word, | 
which is approven by the Genera] Aſſembly 1645+ 
nd, in particular, that they be careful to warn 


their Hearers againſt any Thing tending to ain, 1 


Deiſn, Arianiſm, Socinianiſm, Arminianiſm, Bon 


ripnianiſm, Popery, Superſtition, Antinomianiſin, or a- 


ny other Errors: And that in their Sermons they 


| infiſt frequently upon the Truth, Neceſſity and Ex- 
cellency of ſupernatural Revelation, the Supreme 
Deity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt as well as of the 


Father; together with the Oneneſs of the Godhead, 
our ſinful and loſt Eſtate by Nature, the Neceſ- 


ſity of Supernatural Grace, and of Faith in the 


Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, without which the beſt 


Works cannot pleaſe God: and that they make 


it the great Scope of their Sermons, to lead Sinners 
from a Covenant of Works to a Covenant of Grace 


for. Life and Salvation, and from Sin and Self to pre- 
. cious Chriſt. And the General Aſſembly recommends 
to all who preach the Goſpel, when they handle the 


Doctrines of God's redeeming Love, and of his free 
Grace in the Juſtification and Salvation of Sinners, 


the Bleſſings of the Redeemer's Purchaſe, and Pri- 
vileges of the new and better Covenant, to ſtudy to 
manage theſe Subjects, ſo as to lead their Hearers 


into an Abhorrence of Sin, the Love of God and our 
Neighbours, and the Practice of univerſal Holineſs ; 


ſeeing it is one great End of the Goſpel, to —_— 
i « the 
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the Works of the Devil, and to teach Men to live 
« ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 


World. Upon which Aceounty it is incumbent on 


« all who'preach the Goſpel, to inſiſt not only upon 
the Neceſſity and Excellency of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt 
« for Salvation, but alſo upon the Neceſſity of Repen- 
« tance for Sin, and Reformation from it; and to preſs 
the Practice of all moral Duties, both with reſpect 
« to the firſt and ſecond Table of the Law, ag indiſ- 
« penſibly neceſſary, in Obedience to God's Command, 
« to teſtify our,Gratitude to him, to evidence; the Sin- 
« cerity of our Faith, and for the Benefit of human 80- 
c ciety, the adorning the Profeſſion of Religion, and 
making us meet for eternal Life, ſeeing without Ho- 
« lineſs no man can ſee the Lord. 
And the Aſſembly do ſeriouſly recommend to all 
Miniſters and Preachers of the Goſpel, that in preſ- 
« ſing Moral Duties, or Obedience to the Law, 


c ſhew the Nature and Excellency of Goſpel-holineſs, 


and enforce Conformity to the Moral Law both in 
Heart and Life, not from Principles of Reaſon only, 
« but alſo and more eſpecially of Revelation. And, 
in order to attain thereto,” it is neceſſary.to ſhew 
Men the Corruption and Depravity of human Na- 
« ture by their Fall in Adam, their natural Impotence 
for and Averſion to what is ſpiritually good, and 


to lead them to the true and only Source of all Grace 


and Holinels, viz. Union with Chriſt, by the holy 
« Spirit's working Faith in us, and renewing us more 
« and more after the Image of God: And to let their 
Hearers (now, that they muſt firſt be grafted into 
Chriſt as their Root, before their Fruit can be ſa- 
« voury unto God; that they muſt have a new Prin- 
« ciple to animate, and a new End to direct them, be- 
fore their Actions become gracious and acceptable 
© in the Sight of God: and that they teach them the 
Neceſſity of living by Faith on the Son of God, in 
© a conſtant looking to and Dependence upon him, 
© as the great Author of all gracious Influences, 4 ; 
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6 natively from the Subjects they have, n g= 
take Care to ſvit themſelv to 2 Capacity ir 


to the . f Sins of the 


„Theme and Stu 


of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 


to all Proſeſſors of Divinity, to uſe their beſt En», 
deræours to have 


at their privy Cenſures enquire concerning the Ob- 
© ſervation of this Acc. £ 


ay Midſt of all our Backſlidings aud Defections: 


4 | ſtill 


— 


Pd 


* 


Ni ; The PREFACE Ki 
© the ee e of every Duty: and withal, that, 
after their beſt Perſormances and Attainments, they 
muſt. count them but Loſs; and Dung in Point of 
«. Juſtification before God; and to make f it cheir. great 
PDeſire only to he found in Cbriſt and his \ rape 
'« nels. And that Miniſters, in the Application. of, 
c 'their Sermons, do endeavour ri tly to divide/the. 
Word of Truth, ſpeaking diſtinclly tofuchwarious. 

« Caſes of the. Conyertediand-Unconverted, av ariſe | 


And that, in the whole of. their Diſcourſes ey 


« Hearers as to Matter, Method and Expreſnon, and | 
Time and, Place with * 
« all prudent and zealous F an plginneſs: 
c As alſo, that the oy make Goſj el: ſubjects their, main 
ly, and preſs with all Earneſtneſs-- 
« the Practice of moral Duties in A ö 
And that they forbear delivering any 
« blick, that may tend more to Amuſe e E. 
4 diſi cation and bewire ofchringing in to their Ser- 
mons and publick — es Matters of doubtſul 
4 Diſputation, which tend to gender Striſe father than 
to promote the Edification of Cbriſtians. And the 
© A embly exhort all to ſtudysto Maintain, the dae, | 


And, finally, the General Aſſembly recommends' | 


the Students under their Care well 
« acquainted with the true Method of preaching the 
© Goſpel, as above directed ;, And that Preſbyteries - 


Now, bleſſed be the Lord that there is ſuch - pa 
blick Act in Record, as a ſtanding Witneſs for Chriſt 


God put it in the Hearts of all who preach the 
2 1 1 among us, to obſerve the Directions of it; 
= "the Page and * * their Sermons may 
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| till be to exalt Chriſt,” and raiſe him above all in the 


Buſineſs of our Salvation; to preſs the Doctrine of 

eneration and the new Birth; to preach up Juſti- 
fication by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs alone, apprehended 
by Faith; and the Neceſſity of the inward Operations 
of the Holy Spirit, which Chriſt / hath purchaſed and 
promiſed for working that Faith' in us, and for bring- 
ing about the gracious Change of the new Birth, and 
carrying on a Work of Sanctification in us, and for 
enabling us to live the ſpiritual Life ! This being the 
Scope of the Ad, happy were it for the Land if it 


were alſo the main Scope of our Sermons. But, aſter 


all, if Prefeſſors of Di Vjnity do not their Part in train- 
ing up Students according to it, and if Presbyteries 


do not theirs in calling to account theſe who do not 


obſerve the Act, the Church will not reap much Be- 


nefit by it, as I fear ſhe hath not yet done: For, if 
ſhe had, what meaneth the bleating of the Sheep, and the 


the Murmuring of ſerious Chriltians from ſeveral Cor- 
ners, for Want of the proper Food of their Souls ? 
What mean the continued Complaints of the Growth 


of Deiſin and Infidelity thro” the Land? It is a juſt : 
Obſerve, That, when Moral Preaching in a Chriſt- 


leſs Way doth much abound, it makes Way for 
the Increaſe of Deiſm and Infidelity : For” when 
Perſons' do long hear Moral Sermons, * and little of 


_ lawing of the Oxen, which” we ſtill hear? What means 


Chriſt in them, or the pecnliar Doctrines of Chri- 


ſtianity, they are tempted to think there is but little 


Difference between them and the Diſcourſes of Sen- 
ca and other Heathen Moraliſts; and therefore, that 


they may be ſafe enough, and win to Heaven, without 


Chriſtianity at all, and that every Moral Man is a 


good enough Chriltian. 


Oh! this is a fundamental Defection, of mot . 
nous Guilt; it is a God-provoking and r 8 


_ 


Evil, which all the Miniſters and Lovers of Chri 

ſhould be deeply concerned about: For if we ſuffer 

ourſelves and others to fall from our Regard and Love 

to glorious Chriſt, negleR to exalt him in our ES 
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Suretiſhip and | Sacrifice, . and to tell the World, and 


inculcate it daily upon them, that this and this only 


is the Way for them to obtain Pardon, Peace, Grace 


Glory and every good Thing; I ſay, if we turn care - 


Jeſs and negligent in what ſo nearly concerns Chriſt's 


Glory, and our own Office as Chriſtian Preachers, 


may he not juſtly plead a Controverſy with our Church 
fmite us with the moſt awful Judgments, ſuffer a Flood 
of Infidelity, Error and Profanity to inyade us, with- 
draw his Spirit from Ordinances and Judicatories, 
infatuate our Counſels and. Conduct, mingle a per- 
verſe Spirit in the Midſt of us, and give us up to the 


moſt unnatural Diviſions and mournſul Breaches a- 


mong ourſelves? Ah, how much is this the Caſe with 
us at this Day! And no Wonder, ſeeing Chrilt's 
Glory is ſo little minded, notwithſtanding of the 
foreſaid excellent Act of Aſſembly, and many other 
good Acts that are ſadly neglected this Day by Mini- 
ters and Preachers among us. And how can we ex- 
pect that any individual Man ſhould pay Regard to 
them, and particularly to the 7th Act of Afﬀembly 
1736 concerning Preaching, when he ſets whole Ju- 
dicatories pay no Reſpect to the 14th Act of that Aſ- 
ſembly againſt Intruſions, gor to the 10th Act of Aſo 
ſembly 1712, and the gth Act of Aſſembly 1715, con- 
cerping the Uſurpation of Patronage upon the Church, 
and her Right of calling her own Miniſters ;. which 
Acts are conform to other ancient Acts of this Church, 
and to our Reformation-principles declared in Second _ 
Book of Diſcipline, (See Chap. 3. Par. 4 & 5. Chap. 


12. Par, 9. & 10.) and which are ſworn to in our Na- 


tional Covenant, and ratified by many Acts both of 
Church and State? - _ Ai arty 

Now, how ſtrange, and ſurpriſing is it to ſee Men 
deliberately going contrary to theſe excellent Acts and 
Deeds of the Church, both ancient and modern, 
(which are well founded upon the Word of God and 
faund Reaſon) by drawing on the Yoke of Patronage 
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upon the Church without Neceſſity, voluntarily 
ſtrengthning the Hands of Patrons in their fpiritual ' * 
Tyranny, and encouraging Men in that vile: Church» 
breaking and 'Soul-deftroying Practice of Hecepting 
Preſentations (which no Law doth require) ” 
hering to them in Oppoſition to the People's Choice? 
And yet this Way is continued, even after Conbvicti- 
on, by long dear-bought Experience, of 'the'pernici-. 
ous Effects of it. I well remember the Time; (yea, 
it is not above twenty Years ago) when it was thought 
to be the univerſal Opinion, that accepting of Pre- 
ſentations was — with Presbyterian Princi- 
ples, and the Rights and Rules of this Church, which 
we are ſolemnly engaged to maintain by our Formule 
1711, and otherwiſe: At that Time, Pre/entation- 
hunters among Presbyterians would have appeared as 
Monſters, and their Society frightful; but now, alas! 
they are become tame and familiar Creatures to us. 


It is this woful Practice, together with the Itech of 


pleaſing great Men, that hath of late been the great 
Snare to draw in Judicatories to go croſs to our de- 
clared Principles maintained in this Church ever ſince 
the Reformation, (which we thould have firmly cleav- 
ed to, and never declined from in any Caſe) by mak- 
ing Intrafions and violent Settlements in Chriſtian Con- 
gregations, to the Ruin, alas! of the glorious Go. 
pel, and of precious Souls therein: And upon that 
account alone, though we had no Acts nor declared 
Principles againſt Intruſions, it is aſtoniſting to think 
how any Man, that hath the Glory of his Maſter and 
the ſaving of Souls at Heart, ſhould ever concur in a 
violent Settlement that is manifeſtly deſtructive to 
both, That is an awful Threatning to Miniſters, 
Jer. xxiii. 1. Wo be unto the Paſtors that deſtroy and 
ſcatter the Sheep of my Paſture, faith the Lord: And 
yet notwithſtanding we ſee many, who go under the 
Character of wiſe Men, ſtill perſiſting in that miler- - 


_ able Infatuation and deſtructive Courſe, driving Mul- 
titudes of hearty Friends and ſerious Chriſtians out 
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of the Church, and never gaining any to it oſ theſe 
they intend to gratify; yea, acting as if they were 
joined in a Conſpiracy againſt the Commons of Scotland, 
and were carrying on a Plot to ſtrengthen the Seceſſ - 
on from the Church. But let me tell theſe wiſe Bre - 
thren, If our Conyentions and Pen WIE 
Years ago had paid ſq little Regard to the Inclinati- 
ons of the People of Scotland, as our Judicatories do 
now, we would not had thefe Courts at this Day to fit 
in. I ſhall not infiſt here upon this melancholy Sub- 
ject, having ſaid fo much on it elſewhere : Only let me 
add this Word, If leading Men go on in theſe Me- 
- thods, tho' they may enjoy their Eaſe, Power and 
Preferments for a while; yet upon their Grave-ſtones , 
it is too likely it may be written; Here hy the Men, 
who did deſtroy the moſt: beautiful National Church and 
Conſtitution that was in the World, . 
But, alas! we have Cauſe not only to lament our 
_ departing from Reformation-principles, and weak- 
ning the Eſtabliſhment, but alſo our ſhamefyl Defec- 
tion from vital and practical Religion. The Power of 
Godlineſs is at a very low Ebb among us, and little 
olf God's Spirit is to be found-in our Adminiſtrations; 
God is angry, and threatens to caſt us off, Ab! great 
Ground have we to bewail our mournful Caſe, and 
cry with the Prophet, under the fearful Fokens of 
God's Anger, Fer. xiv. Lam. v. Haſt thou utterly re- 
jected Judah? . Hath thy Soul lothed Zion? Why Bast 
thou ſmittex us, and there is no Healing for us ? ue logks 
ed fer Peace, and there is no Good 5 and for the Time 
of Healing, and behold Trouble, We acknowledpe;0 
Lord, our  IWickedneſs, and the Iniquity of our F. ether; ; 
Fier we have ſinned againſt tlece. Do not abhor us, fir 
thy Name's Sake; do not diſgrace thr Throne of | thy 
Glory : Remember, break nat thy Covenant with us. The + 
Anger of the Lord hath divided ut. The Crown hath fal 
len. from cur Head: de unto ut that we have fined. 
Wherefore deft thay forget uit fir ever, and Jorſuke fb 
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lng Time? Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we 
ſhall be turned. Renew our Days as of old. There are 


many other Paſſages in Jeremiah Writings very ſuit- 


able to our preſent” Caſe, ſuch as Jer. xii. 10, 11. 
Many Paſtarr have deſtroyed my Vineyard, they have tro- 


dien my Portion under Foot, "they have made my plegſant 


Portion a deſalate Wilderne/ſ5. They have made it deſolate, 
and being deſalate it mourneth unto me. Well, what can 


the Sons of Zian do for their Mother in ſuch Diſtreſs? 


They muſt even bring her Caſe to the Phyſician of / 
rael, when it is wholly deſperate and incurable as to 
hu man Help, and cry, as in P/al. Ix. 2. © God, 
Give us Help from Trouble; for vain is the Help of Man. 
Let us fall in with Chriſt's Call to the Man with the 
Junatick Child, whom his Diſciples could not cure, 
Mat. xvii. Bring him hither to me, faith our Lord. 


Let us bring the Caſe to Chriſt when it is deſperate 


and incurable by all others. The Church's Extremity 


i Chriſt's Opportuaity.; He can help her, even then 


when all her Friends are going with their Hands on 
their Loins in the greateſt Anguiſh and Trouble; ac- 
cording to that Word,” Jer. xxx. 6, 7. Wherefore do 
[fee every Man with hit Hands on hit Loint, di Me- 
man in Travail, and all Faces are turned into Paleneſs ? 
Alas ! for that Day is great, ſo that none is like it ; it 
75 even the Time of Jacob's Trouble, Yet even then, 
when Jacob's Trouble comes to that Extremity that 
nothing can match it, the Lord pities, and adds that 
Word, But he ſhall be ſaved out of it. A matchleſs 
Trouble cannot nonplus his ſaving Skill. Now, bow 
coth he ſave: Jacob out of ſuch Extremities ? not by 
human Might or Power, but by his own Spirit, Zech. 


iv. 6. O that God would help all Zion's Friends to 


plead with him for an Out- pouring of his Spirit upon 
Miniſters, Preachers, Students — all Nals e 8. 
ving his covenanted Land out of extreme Piſtreſs, 
and reviving primitive Chriſtianity among us! This, 
nd nothing elſe, will do it. O that he would ſpeak 
uch a comfortable Word to Scotlund, as that he faid 


to 


— 
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to the Jews when their State was low, Hap. ii. 5. 
According to the Word that 1 covenanted with you when 
ye came out of Egypt, /o my Spirit remaineth among you: 
Fear ye not] He hath remembred his Covenant with 
Scotland in former Times, and ſurpriſed our Father: 
with gracious Effuſions of his Spirit: Let us ſteadily 

look up to him, who hath ſtill Bowels of Pity, and can 
help us as well as others in Diſtreſss. ö Ou + 

We have heard of the wonderful Goodneſs of the 


Lord of late, in pitying other Nations and Countries, 
when under great Darkneſs, Deadneſs and Diſtreſs, 


by ſending down his Spirit to revive his Work among 
them in an extraordinary Manner, which may be 
Ground of Hope to others. How glorious was thi 

Appearance of his ſovereign Grace about Eight o 

Nine Years ago in Saltzbarg in Germany, in determin- 
ing above Twenty thouſend of the Inhabitants to em- 
brace the Reformed Religion merely by reading of the 
Bible; yea, and to become ſo zealous for it, as to be 
willing to forſake Houſes, Lands, temporal Goods 
and Relations, and all they had in a World, that 
they might enjoy the Preaching of the Goſpel ? 

How marvelouſly did he diſplay the Riches of his 
Grace, and the Work of his Spirit, in the wonderful 
Converſions of great Numbers in Northampton and 
other Parts of New-England, by the Miniſtry of Mr. 
Jonathan Edwards and others in that Country, about 
Five or Six Years ago, of which we had a well ; atteſt- 


ed Narrative publiſhed amongſt us? 


Nay, within theſe Two Vears we have moſt ſurpriſ- 


ing Accounts of the Goings of our God, and the Effu- 
ſions of his Spirit on ſeveral Places of C England 


and Wales, our neighbouring Countries, where, by 
the Miniſtry of Mr. George Whitefield, Mr. John Weſ+ 

ley, and others (who inſiſt mainly on the Doctrine of 
the new Birth, and Juſtification by Faith in Chrift) 
great Numbers even of the moſt profligate are con- 
vinced and pricked in their Hearts, and brought to 
cry out What ſball we do to be ſuved Which extra- 
| | ordinary 


- — * 


Te PREFACE. N 
ordinary Work I, hear doth ſtill continue in divers 
Places A Rn, amen 245 07 e 
And this ſame very Year we have the like Accounts 
from Georgia, New-Ferſey, Penſilvania, New-York, 
and others of the Engl; Plantations in America, by 
the Miniſtry of Mr. Whitefield and others. Likewiſe, 
we have very ſtrange Accounts of the Succeſs of the 
Goſpel in many different Parts of the World, even 
among the Heathens, by Count Zinzendorſ” Biſhop of 
the Mernolen:Chioreh, And his Miſſionaries. 

Verily theſe good News which now we hear, of 
God's glorious Appearances in the Goſpel, do look as 
if God was about to accompliſh his Promiſes to his 
Church in the latter Days, when the whole Earth ſhall 
be full of the Knowledge of the Lord. O how refreſh- 
ing are the remoteſt Dawnings of the Glory of theſe 
Daene 2 £10519 45 Get 1 _+ | 
Alſo, they ſerve to teach us how eaſy it is for God 


to riſe up, when he pleaſeth, for the Revival of his 


Work in decayed Churches, when their Caſe ſeems to 
be very hopeleſs.” How ealy is it for him to raiſe up 
Inſtruments to. preach his Goſpel with ſuch Life and 
Power, as to waken whole Towns and Countries of 
ſleepy Sinners together to hearken to the Goſpel-call ? 
He can make 'a Nation to be born at once; which 
ſhould encourage us to wait on him ſtill. And now 
when our bleſſed Lord is graciouſly pleaſed to mount 
his white ' Horſe as · King of Zion, and make his Cir- 
cuit in other Countries, to give ſach Evidences of 


his glorious Power, and ſend down pleaſant Showers 


of his Grace among them, and make many to bow 
down at his Feet; May we not hope that he hath s 


great Work on the Wheels, and is on his March to 


go thro' his Churches in a conquering Manner, to 
confound Deiſts and Infidels, and quell the daring 
Boldneſs of his Adverſaries? And, in that Caſe, ma 
not Scotland look for a Viſit from him among che rell, | 
and even plead that ancient Kindneſs may revive to- 
wards it? May we not draw Hope from the fecond 
. | Eſaln, 
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 P/alm, =” other Scripture Paſſages, where God pro- 


miſeth to give his Son the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth 
for. a Poſſeſſion ; and that the Iſles ſhall ſee his Salva- 
tion, and wait for his Lau, among which Places Scot- 


Lind certainly is? And tho it be a Land that is little | 


and deſpiſed among the Nations, yet he, whoſe 
Thoughts are not like Man's Thoughts, bath ſhewed 
a diſtinguiſhing Reſpect to ĩt, by his early ſending the 
Goſpel to it, and, when overſpread with Darkneſs; 


promoting Reformation in it againſt both the Po wer 


of the Mighty and Counſels of the Crafty; nay; ad- 
vancing Reformation ſo far, and making Goſpel-light 
fo clear and powerful in it, by the remarkable Dow] n 
pouring of his Spirit, that Scotland was notieed by 


Divines of other Places, and called Philadelphia, and 


the Morning - Star of the, Reformation. Nay, he took. 
Scotland into Covenant vith himſelf in a peculiar Man- 
ner, and gave ſingular Tokens of his Preſence with 


his People: He hath wonderfully appeared for the 
* Intereſt of Religion, when almoſt ſunk in it: He hath: 


raiſed up Saviours on our Mount Zion, and brought 
about great Deliverances for it (as for ae of old): 
when grievoully oppreſſed and brought low. And, 
from theſe ancient and peculiar Proofs. of our Re- 
deemer's Care, may we not humbly hope that he will 
not leave the Land that is given him by his Father, 
and ſolemnly devoted to him by its Inhabitants ?_ .. 

Our Decays and Backflidings from God indeed are 
very great, fearful and threatning; yet he hath ſtill .. 
left a mourning and praying Remnant in the Land, 
who are ſenſible of the Want of his Spirit and Pre- 
ſence in Ordinances, deſire to lament aſter the Lord, 
and ſigh and cry for all the Abominations that are 
ſound in the Midſt of the City: And tho” her Deſo- 


| lations are mournful, the Breaches in ber Walls ma- 


ny, and the Glory of the Lord is gone up from the 


Cherub; yet it ſeems ſtill to hover and ſtandover the 


Threſhold of the Door, and there is a Remnant a- 
mong us wreſtling and pleading againſt his Depar-- 
N | , - Y ; ture. 
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ture. There is a Number who take Pleaſure in our 


Zion, have a Kindneſs. for her Stones and Rubbiſh, 
and ceaſe not to lift up a Prayer for the Remnant that 
is left: And we ſee gracious Promiſes made to the 
Prayers and Tears, Wreſtlings and 'Witneſlings of a 
ſmall godly Remnant, P/z/. xii. 5. P/al. cii. 13, 14, 
17. Alas that this Remnant in our Land is ſo ſadly 
broken and divided in the Way and Manner of their 
Witn eſſing at this Day ! O that the meek Jeſus, who 
rules in Zion, would meeken all their Hearts, ſave 
from a Spirit of Bitterneſs, and from dangerous Ex- 
tremes in ſeparating from one another 1 O that the 
God of Peace, that hath. the Command of Hearts, 
would unite his broken Remnant together, give them 
a Chriſt-like Spirit, and make them one Stick in his 
Hand! It is nowiſe difficult to him to accompliſh this 
Union, even when the Caſe is moſt hopeleſs in our 
Eyes, and. Inſtruments to mediate for healing Breach- 


es are out of Sight: Let us remember and plead that 


Promiſe, Fer. xxx. 17, For 1 will reſtore Health un- 
to thee, and I will heal thee of thy Wounds, ſaith the 
Lord, becauſe they have called thee an Outcaſt, ſaying, 
This is Zion whom no Man ſceketh after. Many of 
Cod's Worthies, now in Glory, have gone off the 
Stage in the Belief and Hopes, that God would yet 
ariſe and have Mercy on his Zion, that be wauld ſig- 
nally build her up and appear in his Glory; yea, that 
there would be more glorious Goſpel-days: ſeen in 
Scotland than either we or our Fathers have beheld: 
Surely theſe Conſiderations may encourage God's 
Remnant in Scotland to wait and pray in Hope, how- 
ever dark and cloudy our Day be at preſent. _ . | 
In the mean time, let us rejoice and bleſs the Lord, 
that he is pleaſed to pour out his Spirit, make bare 
his holy Arm, and glorify his Power in other Parts” 
of the World, yea, and get himſelf a great Name a- 
mongſt theſe that have not known him, whatever he 
do with us: May his right Hand and holy Arm get 
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ve my hear Goſpel-ſongs from the uttermolt Parts of 


the Earth Likewiſe, let us mourn for theſe 
Sins, both old and late, Which proydke God to make 
our Heavens as Braſs, and to with-hold theſe pleaſant 
sho wers from us he is letting fall upon others: And 
let tus plead that Scotland, which formerly was the 


Sbbry of all Lands for the Effuſions of the Spirit) 


39 now be paſt by and left behind all others. 
Oles Hot her Fleece be dty, when many othert have their 
Fleeces bet Anil, when they dre getting Mundance of 
Rain, may we have a litHe Cloud appearinig like a Man's 
Hund 1% prognoſticate's Shows "a-coming ! May the Lord 
riſe up from his Place, ani come 'mercifully to decide "the 
Quurrel between Deiſtr and us; and let Infidels, and the 


prifume Sruſſer of theſe luſt Days ſee; that the Bible it 


the Word of God, and that the Preaching of it is his In- 
ftiration; that there is a ſupernatural Power attending it, 


far nee Frog Hearts at well as Lives! May he 
let the Warld ſee, it is not fine Moral Haranpues, nor the 


enticing Words of Mens Wiſdom ; but the plain Preach. 
ing Ha cruciſed Feſus, as the only Remedy for loſt Sin- 
ners, that becomes the Power of God to the Converſion and 
Salvation of Men! VE BY: IS 

But ſome have their Queſtions; By whom ſpall Ja- 
cob ariſe ? Will he ſhew Wonders to the Dead ? Shall 
the Dead uriſe and praiſe him? Theſe indeed are non - 
pluſſing Difficulties to us, but none at all to him who 
ruiſeth the Dead, and calleth the Things which be 


not, as tho' they were. He hath ſtill Spirit and Clay 


enough ſor new Inſtruments; yea, he can make Stran- 
gers build up his Walls, and the greateſt Enemies be · 
come zealous for his Glory. And, however unlikely - 

the Appearance of Things may be at preſent, both 


Seripture and Experience aſſure us, that the Time of 


God's People's Extremity (as I ſaid before) is his u- 
ſual Seaſon of appearing for them: I is in the Mount 
that the Lord will be ſeen; ſo may that Text be ren - 
dered, Gen. xxii. 14. God did not appear any Way 


for {/aac's Deliverance all the three Days Journey he 


made , 
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made with his Father, till he came to 
the Mount, and was jult ready to be Rae TRY 
ther did he interpoſe for the rut in Eſber's Time, 
until the Decree was paſt, and Day fixed, and but a 
Hair-breadth betwixt themand Ruin; then God ſteps 
in, and Poſts are inſtantly diſpatched to ſtopthe F 
cution. Thus the Lord acts apreeably to his 12 5 
Deut. xxxii. 36. For the Lord Fall judg jug e his People, and 


repent himſelf for his Servants, when he e ſeeth that their 


Power is gone, and there is none ſhut up or left. Here 
then is Food for Faith and Prayer in the moſt ſtrait- 
ning Times. O for Grace to pray in Hope, mourn * 
in Hope, labour in Hope, and wait in Hope, ſeeing 
our deareſt Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, which is dur 
Hope, is gone up, and fits at the Helm! O when ſhall 
the Power of this great Lord be preſent to heal us! 
Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly,” 2 wa 


Dundee, zoth Sepiember 
1740. 
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The INTRODUCTION: 

I being our great Buſineſs in the World, to pro- 
mote God's Glory and our own Salvation, and, 
in order thereto, to ſeek Acquaintance with, and 
ſecure an Intereſt in, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
=: (the ſole Mediator betwixt God and Men) and 
alſo to labour for the comfortable Perſwaſion and A- 
ſurancè of this Intereſt; it hath pleaſed God, for our 
Aſſiſtance in this Matter, graciouſly to preſcribe to us 
' the Uſe of ſeveral 9 Means, as the Ward, Sa- 
craments and Prayer; and alſo to promiſe the inward 
Influences of his Holy Spirit, for makin theſe Means 
effectual for the Ends foreſaid, to ſuch as conſcienti- 
ouſly attend and uſe them. 
The Sacrament of the Lord"s Supper, one of theſe 
Means, being inſtituted by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a 
bright Repreſentation and Compend of the whole Chri- - 
ſtian Religion, and an Ordinance nobly-adapted far 
carrying on the Ends of God's Glory, and our Souls 
Salvation, and particularly for clearing up our Inte- 
reſt in Chriſt, and improving our Acquaintance with 
him; it highly concernsevery Chriſtian to make Con- 
ſcience of attending it in a due and ſiitable *. 


= 


INTRODUCTION. 
I have elſewhere ſhown, that the Lord's Day is of, 
divine Appointment, and the Celebration of the Loxd's 
' Supper is the proper Work of this Day, and one ſpe- 
5 Deſogn of its firſt Inſtitution. Now, if ordi 
Sabbat hr do require great Diligence · and Care in dur 
preparing for them, and improving of them; much 
more do Communiou-Sabbaths, which are /olemn and 
high Days, and in a ſpecial Manner Days of the Son of 
| Men: theſe being Times wherein we make moſt near 
Approaches unto God, and he makes near Approaches 
unto us; and ſo may be called Days of Heaven upon 
Earth, for they do eminently repreſent the Employments 
and Enjoyments of the glorified Saints in Heaven; and 
by the right Improvement of them, we come to be 
prepared for living amongſt that bleſſed Company, 
It is then our great Duty and Intereſt, carefully to 
make ready for theſe Sabbaths when they draw nigh, 
and to improve every Hour and Minute of them with 
the greateſt Diligence when they actually do come. 
The Subject of the Lord's Supper is pretty fully 
Kandied in my Sacrumental Catechiſm, both in a Doc- 
tringl and Caſuiſtict Manner. And, ſeeing it is need- 
lels to repeat what is there written, I muſt refer my 
Reader to ft, for a more fall Explication of ſeveril 
Things relative to this Ordinance than what is here 
to be expected; ſeeing I mainly defign-in this Trea- 
tiſe to give Practical Directions for the right Improve- 
ment of Communion-Sabbaths. The Subject ts {till 
very ſarge and copions, after all that hath been ſaid 
and written upon it; and there is Room for much 
more. What T here intend may be comprehended un- 
der the three following Heads; den; 
I. Directions how to prepare for a Communion- 
Sabbath before it come. | „ 
II. How to ſpend it when it is come. 
III. How to behave ourſelves when it is over. 
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his People ought to come to his Table, to celebrate 
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9 IA E CTION I. 
Carefully endeavour aud ſtudy to have & juſt and 
right Uptaltng of the: Nature, Ends and Uſes 
ofthe Lord's Supper ; and of the Work of 
Communicating while at the Lord. Table, 


HERE are many who have wrong Notions of _ 
this Ordinance, do greatly miftake the Ends 
and Deſigns of it, and therefore cannot right. 
ly partake of it: But, if we would be worthy Com- 
municants, we mult ſerioufly. ponder and rightly un- 
derſtand the Nature and Ends of this /olemn Inſtitution 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ſo. we may approach 
his Table with diſtin Uptakings of our Work and 
Buſineſs there. LE. 
This Ordinance was not inſtituted to Bread and 


Wine into the true Body and Blood of Chriſt, for 


People to worſhip it; nor to ſacrifice Chriſt again to 
the Father to be a Propitiation, for the Sins of the 
Quick and Dead, as the Papifts do abfurdly afirm: 
Neither was it appointed to make Atonement for for- 
mer Sins, to purchaſe a Remiſhon, and enſure Hea- 
ven to us, opere qperato, as ſome L People do 
imagine. Nor was it deſigned to cloke ſome wicked 
Practices, or maintain a good Name among Men, or 
any other worldly End, as Hypocrites do intend, But 
it is appointed by our great Lord and Saviour, as a 
viſible Repreſentation and Commemoration f his Death 
and Sufferings for his People till he come again to judge 
the World. And, in Obedience to his Command, all 


this 


DirecT, I. Of the Nature 
- this Ordinance; And while partaking of the outward 
Symbols of Bread and Wine, they are believingly and 
thank fully to remember Jeſus Chriſt, and his dying 
Love; and alſo receive and embrace him as their 
bleeding High Prieſt into the Arms of their Faith, 
apply his Benefits, reſt upon his Merits, ſeal a Cove- 
nant with him; look upon him whom they have pierc- 
ed with a mourning Heart, and a ſolemn Reſolve to 
| Pierce him no more, ann OL OG 
This is a ſhort Account of the Nature of this So. 

cranent, and of the Work of Communicating. But, in 
order to give a more full and diſtinct View of this 
great and ſolemn Ordinance, we may conſider and take 

it up under theſe ſeveral Reſpects following:; 

I. As a peculiar Sign and diſtinguiſhing Badge of the 
Ghriſtian Church from the Infidel World, and a viſible Jo- 
Len, that we profeſs and own a crucified Jeſys for our 
Redeemer and Saviour, and that we depend only up- 
on his Death and the Merit of his Blood for the Re- 
miſſion of our Sins, and our Reconciliation with God. 
II. As a lively Repreſentation and Memorial of 8 56 
crucified, and the ineſtimable Purchaſe of his Death, 
This Sacrament is. a compendious Map of the Goſpel, 
and a viſible Preaching of Jeſus Chriſt. The Ward 
preached holds him forth to the Ear ; but this Sacrq- 
ment repreſents him to the Eye, and in a lively Way 
diſplays bis redeeming Love, his mighty Acts, and 
unparalleled Sufferings for loſt Sinners. This, Ori- 
nance is a laſting publick Monument to the World, of 
Chriſt's glorious Victories and Triumphs, as the 
Captain of our Salvation; of his vanquiſhing Death 
ind Hell, his ſpoiling Principalities and Powers, and 
his obtaining Peace 2 us. Likewiſe we are to look 
upon it as a ſure Pledge of Chriſt's ſecond Coming, 
and a Taſte of the new Wine which Believers will 
eternally drink with him in his Father's Kingdom. 

III. As a ſpecial Mean appointed by God for our i- 
ritual Advantage ; namely, for the weakening of Cop» 
ruption, and the ſtrengthening of Grace, The Deat 


of our glorious Redeemer, ted in this Ord i2 
nance, gives ſuch a Diſcovery of Sin to the Belieyer 


as makes his Soul to abhor it. And God bleſſeth it as 


a Mean to excite and quicken the Graces of Repen>. 
tance, Faith, Love, Hope, Joy and Thankfulne/5 in 
Believers; by giving them ſomething of a'clearer 


View of the Attributes of God, than they had before: 
As of his Wiſdom, in the Contrivance of our Redem- 


tion by Jeſus'Chriſt, and his Suretiſhip for us; of 
is Mercy, Love and Compaſſion, in ſparing and 82 
poor guilty and Hell-deſerving Sinners, ſuch as 


are; of his Juſtice and Holineſs, in puniſhing Sin in 


ſuch a Manner, yea, rather puniſhing it in his own 
Son, than ſuffering it to go unpuniſhed ; of his Ve- 
racity and Faithfulneſs, in accompliſhing the Old-Te- 
ſtament Type and Prophecies, and confirming the 
Covenant of Grace, with the Mercies therein promi- 
ſed, by the Death of Jeſus Chriſt. | * 
IVV. As a great Feaſt, wherein Chriſt. holds Cummins 


ox and Fellowſhip with hit People, and richly entertains _ 
them. This Sacrament is the Supper of the great God: 
The Feaſt-maker is God the Father, the Proviſion God 


the Son, whoſe Fleſh is Meat indeed, and whoſe Blood 
is Drink indeed: The Gueſts are a Company of pobr 
unworthy Sinners, for whom the Crumbs beneath the 
Table are too good; yet to ſuch doth God give Kind- 
ly Welcome, ſaying, Eat, O Friends; Drink, &c. 
Cant. v. 1.-A ſtrange Feaſt! Chriſt is both the Ma- 
ker and Matter of it, the Feeder and the Food, the 
Giver and the Gift! O what noble Proviſion is Chriſt's 
'Fleſh and Blood to the Soul! Fohn vi. 55. As Bread 
and Wine afford Strength, Comfort and Nouriſhment 
to the Body; ſo the Fleſh and Blood of Chrift, re- 
ceived here by Faith, do yield the ſame to the Soul. 
How great is the Variety of heavenly Dainties pre- 
ſented to us in this Fealt !' viz, Pardon of Sin, Re- 
conciliation with God, Adoption into his Family, Peace 
of Conſcience,” ſpiritual Strength, Increaſe of Grace, the 


precious Promiſes of the Covenant, the gracious P reſence 


of 
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6 Dix. I. Of the Nature 
| Clriſt, the Smiles of his Countenance, tha Com P 

2 guic taiag Influences of his Spirit. © N 
and delicious Dilhes are iſeſe for a hungry Soul! 0 
_for Appetites for the full Fealt which Chrilt doth fur- 
- milk us in this Wilderneſs. _ Pata: 
V. We 7 to view this Ordinance as the /alems - 

Sealing- ond Confirming of a, Covenant betwixt God and 
ut. This Sacrament is one of the Seals of the Coves > 
mant of Grace which God makes with Believers in 
| Chriſt ; and by it be gives them Saſine and Inſeſt- 
ment of all the Benefits of the Covenant, and of the 
glorious Inheritance purchaſed for them by Chriſt, 
It was uſual for People in the Eaſtern Countries to 
ratify their Covenants by 3 drinking to- 
gether ; ſo did Mac and Abimelech, Jacob and Labia, 
Sc. Gen. xxvi. Gen. xxxi. 2 Sam. lii, This Sacra- 
ment is a covenanting Feaſt, wherein a Bargain is ſo- 
lemnly ratified and ſealed betwixt God and us. God's 
exhibiting the Elements to us, is a Seal of the Cove- 
"nant on. God's Part, that he will be our God, and 
doth freely give us bis Son with all his Purchaſe, and, 
Will fulfill all his Promiſes to us in him: Our taking 
the Elements, is a Seal on our Part, of our accepting 
of Jeſus Chriſt upon the Terms of Grace, our engag- 
ing to be his People, and that we will in his Strength 
perform all the Duties required of us. Here Chriſt 

gives us his Body and Blood to ſave us, and here we 
give our Souls end Bodies to ſerve him. | 
VI. As a ſolemn Military Oath, whereby we bind our- 
felves to be irie and fuithfal Soldiers to Jeſus Chriſt 
eur Captain and General in the ſpiritual Warfare, For 
the Word Sacrament, according to its ancient Uſe 
(among the Romens from whom it-is borrowed) doth 
import ſo much. Let Communicants then conſider 
what they do at the Lord's Table. You do moſt 
publickly, before Men and Angels, ſwear Allegiance 
to the King of Heaven over the broken Body and 
ſhed Blood of the Son of God. Now, if the Duſt 
of Chriſt's Miniſters Feet will be aWitne/7 againſt 
7 is the 


7 "—m—_— 


the b of his Goſpel, and gn. 4 * on 
them; ſurely Chriſt's own Body and Blood will be 
a more terrible Miingſi againſt perfidious Communi- 
 eatits, Nay, the Oath 92 here ſwear is not an or- 
dinary one, dut an Oath attended with ſolema Im- 
precations. When you tranſact with God in this 
Sacrament, you do on the Matter ſay, If we be in 
League with Sin and Satan, hi "we nre | ef- 
« ſing to give ourſelves away to the Lord; then. let 
. — Wrath which Chrilt ed fall upon us: 
And as certainly as we crumble the Sacramental 
Bread betwixt our Teeth, let the Milltene'of God's 
« Juſtice grind us to Powder: And as we drink the 
« Sacramental Cup here, Io let us drink the Cup 
God's unmixed Wrath eternally, if we deal 
« with God ia this Covenant. And thus we ſee bo 
unworthy Conmunicants, and Diſſemblers with God, do 
_— EY drink ** to ſhemſelve with a Wie. 
VII. We ſhould take up this Sacrament, got on- 
ly as a Feoſt of Love betwixt Chriſt and Believers, 
but alſo as a Bond of nutua Love and Unity among 
Believers themſelves, As this Feat of Lane is x Re- 
membrance of the greateſt Love that ever was mani- 
ſelted, viz. of Chriſt's dying Lone to Sinners ; ſo 
it is an excellent Mean for procuring and advgucing 
Unity and Love among the Saints and gervaats af 
God. It is a Mean, not only of unitivg Believers 
more firmly to Ghriſt their Head, but alſo of anitarig 
and endearing the Members of his myſtical Bod d 
one another. n * Faſh 
Let us-view the Lord's ot ber i in the ſoreſaid Ga 
Keſpelts, that we may fee what a ty Ordinance 
it is, and have ſome diſtinet Upnakings of Its No- 
ture and Laa, den we ue 10 l.. . 
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r 15 a' moſt neceſſary, Duty; - 
ething of it is a very great Sin, 


HAT Communicating is a neceſſary Duty ineum- 
bent upon us, and not a Matter of 'Indiffe- 
' rence; which we may do or not do as we think fit, will 
appear from the following Obligations which God 
bath laid upon uus TD thy 
I. We have the Command of our great Lord anll 
Lawgiver to partake of this Feaſt, oft repeated by 
the Evangeliſis: He ſaith to all his Diſciples, Take ; 
he faith to them, Eat; he faith to them, Drint ye all 
it; he faith to them, Do this in Remembrance of me. 
His Precepts to Pray, Praiſe, Hear, Read, | Med 
tate, &c. are not more plain or expreſs, than his 
Precepts to Communicate. So that we are as much 
_ bound to give Obedience to this, as to thoſe, © . 
1 | II. Gratitude ſtrongly obligeth us to obey this C- 
_ - mand, if we remember what he did for us, who gave 
dit. O Believer, did he not offer up bimſelf, Souſ and 
Body, as an atoning Sacrifice to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice 
ſor thy: Sins? And will not this engage you tb 
_ obey bim? Surely, every Time you read or hear 
theſe: Words, Do this in Remembrance of ne; your 
Heart ſhould melt and warm within you, when you 
conſider what he, who ſpoke them, hath done for you} 
even more than Father, Mother, Wife, Brother and 
all: your Relations would havedone ; yea, more than 
4 Million of Angels could have done for you. And, 
ſhall not his Command have Weight with yon? 
III. Remember the Time when he gave you this 
Charge. It was that Njght he was to begin his bitter 
and bloody Agonies for you, and wade through # 


Sea of Wrath and Sorrow upon your Account, It 
was 
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a... nts i 


was” Heng when he beheid Heaven, Earth and. Hell, 


© queath to you Pardon Pence; Light, Life, Grace" 


Weight with yon to obey his. u Ghorge 2 Mn 
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ice; Men and Devils; all conſpiring agiinſt him. 
Jaſt at che Timo when he was going to offer up him ſelſ A 
a Sacrifite>'in+ your Stead, to ſave u m eternal 
Flames; he gave 75 this Charge, De this in Remem- | 
brance Hm ad if he had ſaid, Now I:gm- juſt ready 
to be offered up, to die a eurſed Death for yon, and 
vith my Blood to ſeal my Teſtament, wherein I be- 


and Gloty; and now there is one Requeſt I aſk-of 
you, that, when I am dead, yon keep up the Re- 

< membtance of my Love and Sufferiugs for you, by 
eating Bread and drinking Wine together win 
© my People at my Fable; and there ſhew forth my 
© Death rilf I come again to judge the World.“ The 
Words of dying Mei uſe to be of great Weightiwith. 
their ſorviviug Friends; and, will nqt the Wards of 
your dying Surety, your dying elder Brathery be of 
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Iv. Conſider how: na am eue Chargetis' be 
gives you. It is notito ſacriſice your: Fir /b-horn; cut 
off a Member of ydur Body give all. youthave tb the: 
Poor, go in Pilgrimag do ubẽ Eads of the Earth ; it 

is not to go to the h Lund, toviſit Chriſt's Sæpuicher 
or to the Top of Mount'Calnery, wherethe Croſs ſtood, 
in Remembrance of. bin Fheſe he 1 be- 
cauſe you might have udged them: hd and yet, for! 
as hard ad they ſeem to be had — a 
them, could yo have been anſwerable td diſobeꝝ kick!” 
an One as a dying Feſus'? How far leſs wilt: you be 
able to anſwer at the) great Day. for-difobeyingrhim;” 
when he: requires no ſuch burdenſome Taſk; but graci- 
ouſlyinjoins an: Action that is moſt. ealy;) pleaſant and 
profitable. tocyou-; eat and urin ut my Table, in n 
thankful Remembrance of what I have'done for. you f and; 
will you not pleaſe him in ſo ſmall a Requeſt +; + 

V. Chriſt gives you this Charge, nut for hiriGoody/ 
bat ſor our cu. And your Obedience 10 it contri- 
butes highly bath to your Pleqſure und your Prot. 
N12 B | 


Firſt, 
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a 1 a e 
Dixx 1. Me Ude e) 
rſt, 3 to ſet — 
dear Sevibur ? Well, tie Or diniinte| 
is ths flown lying Plogs whore he hath a ted o 
meet with:yow'p it is there your may e ne King is - 
bit Boagey';\ chere doib his Glory as. Ocho glo- 
rious it he in! his dyed | Garments, and rad pn 
With what Deſire ſhoult: me ge to ſee ſuch u beaduti- 
fot Sight. How ſweet is it $0: hear hit Voice ãn this 
ordmance; which is the. very Muſick of Heaven? 
Howfaviſtiing for a doubting Soul: to hear him ſpeak 
as ſrom the Oroſs, It is ſaiſbed, the Ranſom. 1s e 
Whtico iy /ovlsfied 2 Can there be ſweeter Melody, than 
to hear Chriſt wlüſper into. the Soul's Ear, Fear not,” 
Jem thySulvation; The Lord hath put away thy Sin, thay 
all not dis, Con, tbe of god Cher, all thy Sins are . 
gin thee How pleaſant muſt it be to eat and drink 
- at Chriſty Feult, rr. eg Muſick i 
ifvuor Eng? + 

Secondly,: Id not this Action as profitable. to os a 
plan 1 'Knowelt — * 0 oy what Injury. ton 
doſt to thy — 1 led Can 
thou have ny but a e rved Soul, 
whily/thou — ith Food God beth appointed: far 
it Doſt thou know what Benefit ſome of thy Neigh- 
bours/ have got! ut this Feaſt ?. Some have come to it 
Poor, and have gone away laden with Riches: Some 
have. cum to it Hungry, and gone away fatish- | 
ed (get ona — 8: Some have 2 
Thi ave. got poured out upon the 
dry Ground: Some have come Hlind, and e away. - 
Sceingz others Lame, and have gone away Walking. 
Here they have got all their Diſeaſes cured; and their 
Wants ſupplied. And, have you not as great; Need 
of theſe Mercies as others Come then to this enrich⸗ 
ing and Sumeupmakking Ordinance; take but a View 
of the Benefit and Bleſſings which Chriſt preſents to 

you, und which he faithfully offers to ſeal and apply 

ud 
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ag this Sarnament, even his.own Body and Blood; 
—— Beneßts and 2 of the . 
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| John vi. 84 Whojortateth my Hess; 
Blood, bath. ue R — r ot- the 
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. Chriſtand all the-Benobts of -bis\Purchaſ(e: is. a vaſt 
portion: Bebold;-O Believer,:.in-this-Qrdinence you 
. haves Seal and: —— Ferna Taſte of them 
All. We A i EIT 
- More 


wu, You have naeh- 
ni Sin to' you, with the Rlead that 
was ſhed for the fares! Match ri 83 rat ba 

| 2dly A ſealed\Fretddm. rom Wrath aud Nemnat;- 
on: For a crucified, Jeſus; here. ted endured 
that for you; and che promiſes; 11 : 
Food: ſhall never dre — John: vi. gh 

34h, Adiption into God's Family, and a 
qhis Childtens Privileges confirmed j ſor 
admitted to ſit at your Father's Table, 


beine 
tax of the 


- athly,' The Mralening o Sin, 8 Cor- 


8 Bread, is a Pledge of it. 
rap tion; r you have Food that / alls, Sin. 
1 0 


yr Increaſe of Sancliſieation, and Strength- 


ning of Grace: For hete you have Food © that t ou- 


riſheth Gracez and the ſanctifying Spirit is promiſed 
in that Covenant Which! is * nn xxxvi. 


27. der N41 1 
6705 Uni and Gris with Chriſ in dhe ned 


intimate Manner; for ſaith be, Jam vi. 36. He thet 
cateth my Fleſh and tpinketh my Biaad dwelleth in me, 


ond I in him. We duell in him by Faith and Love, 
and he in us by his Spirit. 5 
7thly, A Title to eternal Life, vel vn 31. If ay 


' Mon eat of \this\ Bread, be ſhall live for ever. 


Bihly, A ſeated Promiſe of a glorious Reſurrection, 
ond drinketh my 


loſt Bay. | 
7-4 A ſoaked Right to all the Promiſes. of the 
New Covenant, which are and us; via. 


That God will put bis Laut in our inward Parti, ond 
write them in our Hearty Jer: xxxi. 29s Phat he will 


forgive our Iniguity, and remember our Sth ud mare, Jet. 


*XXXi, 34+ That W 
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42 Dise Ian the Neceſſity - 
ide us a Mart of :Fleſs; Eck: Kreil ad. That he 
Vill pot Bir Fear in cur-Hearts, und gibs ur. Meurts 
"fear hin, ſerb xxxii. 39, 40. That he will ann r 
to wall in his Statutes, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. That be 
will not farm away from ut te de 3: pood;: and tht we. 
fall nu \Jepuit from him, Jeu. xxxii.:49.0 That he will 
ſend ſanctiſisd Rods and Afflictions hen they are 
needſal, Pf Hlxxxix. 32. That he will put, his Spi · 
rit within us, Bxrt. xxxvi. 2). And therruponmue 
ſhall have the quickning, ſtrengthning, and Sin- mor · 
tifying Inſluences of the Spirit; and alſo his:growing, 
inlightning, comſarting, upholding and perſevering 
Influence. And Jaftly, which comprebends all, Phat 
he will be our Cod, and-we ſhall be his: Pace, ger. 
xxxi. 33. Thus you ſee what à Sobl-profiting:Ordi- 
nance'this ib «to: flight it then, muſt be a, dreadſul 
deſpiſing of your Mercies, and a wronging af :your 
eule: toi: zo ges lo ane d T n 


- VI: Let me put you in Mind wich what Gladneſs 
the Hraelitat of old did welcome the News of the Ce- 


lebration of their Paſſover, in the Room df uhich 
Chriſt hath inſtitute to us the Lord's Supper. O what 
Joy did it occayon in Feruſalem, when the Trumpet 
was blown by the Prielt, to give Intimation to; the 
People of the Day of the Paſſover ! How chearſul 
was the Pfulmiſt g Heart, when he faith, P/al. Ixxxi. 
I, 3. Make a joyful Noiſe iuntoi the G of Jara 
\Blow un the Trumpet in the Meu-moan, in the. Time ap- 
pointed, on aur ſolemn Feaſt»day . This: Feaſt was fill 
obſerved upon the Fifteenth Day after the firit*Ap- 
pearance of the Neu- mom And not having A- 
nacit, as we have, to forewarn them of it, they uſed 
to ſend Men to the Top of the Hill to watch for the 
Appearance of the Wew- moon, who, aſſobn as they 
ſaw it, did run to tell the Prieſt, that he might blow 
the Trumpet, and give the welcome Notice of it fo 
the People; who received the News with univerſal 
Joy. And; have not we Chriſtians: more Cauſe to fe- 
joice at the Intimation of our Go/pel-paſſiver, in which . 
v2: | v 
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N 
bene Cheiſt erobißed, Wich alk his Benches; bs 


hing. 10 ww . 


more evidenthy et ſorth before aur Eyes, than the 
cople of abe Jen hd??? . 
Alas {-it is fadly- vo be regiated,-thar in our, Age 


many Y do oft hear the Suter Trumpet ol be 
Goſpel ſounding loud and Jong, calling them to- £ 
Feaſt of the great Ming, but are ot ſuitably 


there with? Were this 


the Jcwiih Puſſuer, to be celebrated but in one Plate 


in all the World; with what Zeal and Deſitb vad 
People flock illitker, to bebold it and partake of ut?) 
And, why: ſhould we not come with the ſame Afecti: 
on and Devotion now, hen we have it celebrated-in 
many Places? Shall our Hearts be evil, becauſe God 
is good? Shall we deſpiſe Mercies when they areigiven 
in Plenty ?:'Sgrely:the frequent Occaſions we ha of 
this bleſſed Feaſt ſhould fill our Hearts with the great: 
eſt Thankfulneſs to the bountiful Maker of it, as they 
did the Chriſtians in the Apaſtvliet age 
But, beſides theſe Arguments for the Neceſſity: oi 8 
the Duty of communicating, I ſhall-in the next NMace 
ou the Greatnels of the Sin and Danger ot neglict- 
ng it. a mer a 137 HA men ob tox 
V1. Lou hereby are guilty of Diſelediance t the 
Command of the higheſt Ning and Sovereign in tbe 
World; nay, of that King to whom you have ſwori 
Allegiance in Baptiſm. Is jeſus Chriſt your Sovereign, 
and will you not obey his Laws ? Perhaps, if van 
neglected any other of his Commands, ſuchi as to ꝗπτ) 
give Alms,.'ot to hear the Word, for one Lord's Day, 
Conſcience would ſmite you for it; and, have:you 
no Check for diſobeying this Command which he gave 
in the moſt i ſole min Manner ? nay, a Charge which 
our dying Teſtator. gave us when his Heart was full of 
Sorrow for us, and when he was going to underiy 
God's Wrath in the Garden, be bound as a Malefa- 
ctor, and led away to the curſed Tree for us? As the 
Sovereign Lord, who gave us this Command, hath 


an undoubted Right to our Obedience, both by Na- 


ture 


— 


Dix £ CT» H. Off the Neceſſity © 
te and dear Purchaſe ;; ſo, by the Neglect of it, we 
are at once guilty both of deſpiſing the Authority: of 
juſt Power, and the Ob/igation of aſtoniſhing Lobe 
II. What a Sin muſt it be to deſpiſe & Sacrament, 
which is one of the moſt /a/omn Ordinances of this 
great King? You will readily acknowledge, that it 1s 
your indiſpenſible Duty to receive the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm, and that it is a great Sin to neglect it. And 
why do you not own the ſame of the Lord's Supper, 
fecing the ſame Lord, Who ſaid, Mat. xxviii; 19. 
Go teach and baptize all Natiom, (aid alſo, Late xxiil 
19. Do this in Remembrance of me ? So that you have 
the fame Authority for both Sacraments. What ab? 
furd Inconſiſtency are ſome then guilty of, who think 
if their Children die without Boptif (tha there be 
no ſinful Neglect in the Caſe) it endangers their gal- 
vation, but are not afraid themſelues to live and die 
without the Lord's! Supper, tho' their Neglect be wil . 
ful and ſinful? Surely the Practice of many, who o- 
vervalue one Sacrament, and under value another; is 
moſt unaccountable. „ taemele Mee 
III. By declining to partake of the Lord's: Supper 
you do upon the Matter renounce your Baptiſm (tho! 
_ thie Sacrament you pretend to eſteem) ſeeing hereb 
you reſuſe to be Chriſtians of free Choice, and 
Effect ſay, you will not ſtand to theſe Engagement 
your Parents took on in your Name, but will be at 
Liberty to believe what yon pleaſe, pradti/e what 
fancy, and ſerue the Devil, the World and the Fleſh 
at long as you think fit. You may profeſs the Chri · 
ſtian Religion; but you are never Chriſtians. by any 
Act of your own, until you preſent yourſelves at the 
Lord's Table, and there perſonally own your Bap- 
tiſmal Engagements, and openly avonch the Lord , 
Jeſys Chriſt to be your Saviour, conſent to his Reli- 
gion, and dedicate yourſelves to his Service. Hear- | 
ing of Sermons is not a ſufficient Teſt of your doing 
ſo ; ſor many do this from Curioſity or Cuſtom, more 
than any other Principle: But the Lor Supper = 


— 


anmutig. ag 


the Ordinance:whith Ghriſt-hath inflituted; chiefly: 


foreſaid Ends, How g 
Daager f wilful neglecting it be d; In Kffect, it 
than an open Denying of Chriſt before M 


leſs 
and ſuch, be ſays, u will dm chefore 4. 


Heaven. I would have a} who! 
Chriſtians to remember this 3 and; as they would mut 
be reckoned. among theſe that renounce: Cbriſt and 
his Religion, let them not contemm that Ordinance, 


which is the appointed Badge of the 'Chriſtian-Pro- 
- feſſilomrow 064th © aur or og dan des 


IV. Taj neglect the Lord's Supper is a nioft u- 
* * Reguitol of the Kindneſs. of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in coming to free us from the burdenſome Ser 
vice of the legal Sacriſices, [Rites and Inſtãtutitme. 
If we did rightly conſider what we ate bound to by 
the Subjection we owe to a Sovereign Lord, and hy the 


Gratitude we owe to a kind Henefact 


and bad laid upon us a Yoke more heavy: than dat 
of the Jewiſh Ceremonies, yet in Juſtice we ſhook 
have thought all but a fmall H e to his Greatneſs, 
and à ſmall Acknowledgment” of his infinite Lowe. 
But now, when in his Mercy he hath freed us ſto 
the Yoke of ceremonial Bondage, and, beſide H 


to obſerve, and one that ĩs neither ooſtiy noti trauble- 
ſome, but moſt eaſy and pleaſant; what Monſteng of 
Ingratitude ſhall we make ourſelves,” i we flight this 
his gracious Inſtitution'? 11 i en ee RAND 
V. By neglecting this Divine Ordinance; you put 
greater Contempt upon the /rue and living 
Heathens do upon their damb felt. How great ig the 
that ſome brutiſß [olaters ſhow to their Idar, 

who cut their Fleſh, ſhed their Blood, ſacriſice their 


painful, to teſtify their Homage and 
to their ugly Deities! And, ſhall ve Chriſtians, pro 
ſeſſed Servants of the gloriou 80 of God, out S0 


fac 
great then muſt the Sin ́ẽt d 
es 


& 4 221 
— 2 2 wo e = 


=_ TE 


„ Aw 4% * 


or ; tho he ha 
injoined a great Number of coſily and laboriĩoni Riten, 


ti/m, hath appointed but this one ſucted Nit for ws 


God, han | 


Children, and ſtick at nothing, tho* never ſo hund vr 
Obſequiouſheſs 


| 


26 Di crc,” 7 

Voereign Lord and Redeciner, negleck hie eaſy Inſthu- 
tion; and refuſe to pleaſt bim in o ſmall ia Thing 
— the irbarous — will riſe up in Judgment 
with many roſe ed Chriſtians, and condemn them 
for theit Dilobedience.: . r haps} on ſome Dos 
euſtont, will profeſs to pity: the blinds Heathensiahll 
teutilh. Indians, who are Strangers to Chriſtianity, 
land live and die in Darkneſs':. But, have not wenn 
much Reaſon to pity you, who diſown and pour Con 

4enpt/ on that holy Religion you were-eQueatedi in, 
and thereby put yourſelves in a Condition worſe than 
theits ? For the Apoſtle tells us, that it is better not 
ro be Ku the Way"of mOw than, \ after. ue habt 
unit; f turn away | from the holy Commandment) 
2 Pet. n. 21. And our Saviour ſaith, that it will be 
mr ta/erable: for the dark Cities of Dye and Sid ut 
1% Day 'of Judgment, than it will be ſor the inligbt. 
ned Capernaum ind. Bethſaida, Mat. xis 22. FVoür 
| Knowhedge-and Profeſſion of the Truths of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion do very much aggravate your Diſobe - 
Mience to the Laws and Inſtitutions thereof. "You 
think. their Condition dreadful, that ſay there is ud 
God; and no doubt it is ſo: But, what better is your 
Caſe, who acknowledge there is a God, but live is 
1 Fou defied him, by open mau and neglect· 
ing of his Ordinan ces aa dad 08 
Ve: By lighting this Ordinance; 700 contemn the 
moſt advantageous C fers that ever God made untd 
Men. Here God the Father offereth to make over 
Chriſt to you, and all his Purchaſe, and ſeal yout 
Right thereto. Partichlarly, to give you his bleſſed 
Son; as your #/; fdom,, Righteouſneſs, Sondkificationund 
Redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. as your Miſdon, to inlighten 
Jau; and; ſree yqu from Iznorance; as your Night- 
vide ſi, to joſtify you, and free you from the Suit 
of Sin z30 a4 your Sa nctiſication, to make yon holy, 
und free you from the reigning Power and Pollution 
of Sin; a8 your Redemption, to reſtore you tothe Li- 
berty. of the Sons of d bring you to the Iaberi | 
2 131523 | nn | 


2 Son? If von refuſe him as a Captain, will Be not 


* 7 „ 3 SF. 4a. e Sos 2 e Bog + 2 whe $3.5 — F 


| 1 
e e 
uteb und free 5 eternally from Sin and Satan, Hell 
and Wrath? w, O Sinner, if thou deelineſt to come 
here and e thy Wiſe am; how fooliſh-and 
ignorant, muſt thou ſtil remain? f 11 4 5 FIT Chriſt 


and age be, = it | Tack 1 15 Off 11 fs o 0 
refuſe Chriſt: 5 a "Maſter o, will not ne refuſe to 
own you us a Servant in the Great, Day,? If you re- 
fuſe'him'as 4 Father, will be not diſown,you' then 'a$ 


reje& you as one of bis Soldiers? If you refuſe him | 
2 Shipterd, will be not deny you. as on of "his 
wes: If you refuſe” him as a Bridegrvvm a 0 Hul- 
band, will not he difown yon as his Bride 85 Spouſe? * 
And, if Chriſt thus i oy Ni u at 100, reat Pay 
how fearful will your Condition Feb or T ever ! 

VII. N ing this Feaſt of Memorial is «vin 


moſt unrea onable in itſelf, as bein 8 3 ain & all 
Rules of Humanity and Gade Farely {is mo nol | 
agreeable to Reaſon and Equity, that all, 


ſhould love their Redeemer Al Benefuact ade, 5 keep 

up the Memorial of his great Adventures for! 5 

m_ Souls. Is it nota moſt reaſonable Bei 

a very ſmall Return he tequires_of you. fa] 

Love, only, Eat and drink in Remembrance 4 Br 1. 

is not, Go to a Scaffold, but, Go to a we -thyered 

Table; it is not to bleeg and burn, but fo. ear and 7 

drink; it is not to feed 6n the Breat of Alliction, ; 

or Water of Adverſity, bat Bread that ſtrengihens 

the Heart, and Wine that cheers the drooping Spirits; 
A p delicious 


g 
"wt 


18 Dixezcre 1. af 4. n, 
10 rien Fg which N38 has Saviour bath bleſſed and 
. Tweetned, 975 1 uſt, it not be aggioſh all 
5 xl 1 4 agreeable Demand, in order t 
77 ve emory of the Love of gh incomper 
5 oth 815 the $1 4 of 7 dying Friex | 
12 he. 1 0 Arg 
Ingrate LNG 55 no ates to think on 
| that, baßteh e endure” for. yon 
7 Did he leave t ok 1155 'ather to be. clothed 
with your Nature, and to oel in a fleſhly Cottage? 
107 be liye, 2 WE nd on * 00 
lergo A Deat 
| 6 Pe riſe aun, and 13m d on A4 to prepare - 
Manſions, and take Poſſeſſion of th vou? 'Doth 
he the re 2 abide to agent and. plead your Cauſe with 
? And, do % ver: that be is ſhortly to come 


770 to receive Aba, to himſelf ? And, will ye not 

fora ſhort while here. keep. Remembrance of 

1 uk ove.? O, did Chriſt drink Vinegar on the Croſs 
or 


dus yea, Vinegar made bitter, tart and poiſon- 
able. with, your Sins? And, will ye not drink Wine 
at bls Table, that is ſweetned and made delicious 
with the choice Bleſſin $ of his Love, and Conſola- 
tion of. his Spirit ?. id be drink a Cup of Wia 
for you, and will ye not drink a Cup of Bleſſing for 
him, Ev, for youre. ? for the Advatage | is only 


1995 

0 dnn bad we the ans redete of” the' 1 
mi zin Goodneſs and incomparable Love of our 
mate oſs Fed the Remembrance whereof. he 
FU ve to wg, up 1 this Ordinance; we would 
ay, Lord, * hat is ſufficient to be done in Memory 
of this Loy ? _ Eyery one uf our Hearts would echo 
94 a Gt Call, Do this in Remembrance of _ 

Do thist Lord, what i is ; that I would not do for 
thy Sake ? 14 eſus, didſt thou paſs by the Angels, 
and wouldſt have no Nature but mine? III then = 
mine Ears againſt the Solicitations of all the World, 
aud have np. Will but thine. Remember thee ! Wo 


wo 


\ 


| SEE 2.3 


e 


and ember, If I ſbrget thee ? 7F 
al © my Saviour, let mg Taighe cleave to Tal Fs 
to Moth; If Fanal , thee, Tet "my + a > 


der Ig ep. L Lord, * ctanot bit e 
rad - ink that I ſhould need ary Memento of Toten 
5 keep up the Remembrance of thee. "hf Weir 168 
Trifles of the World find Room enough im 7 
and Memory, and my Redeemer's Love have 1 * 
any Place there? Lord, hadſt thou t * 
elt ot my Blood, and choice of my | 
offered thee in Acknowiedyiicntof i „ yen, WY" 
demanded my Life,' I owe it to — nay x th 
Lives, if I had them: And, wall T nor clicarfally 
thee my Memory and re when thou aft 225 
den, gebe M ks 
O then, if there 
therity, any Allotment H the Foce Pd inp Res 
ality in your profefſed Sibjettion to jeſus Chef» f, tos. 
bim this Proof of it, —.— obey his Hing Cher 77 
meet with his People, and remember his Lobe at Mis 
Feaſt of Memorial, and join Hymns of Praiſe theres 
with, 0 ATI in this fo cafy and ſo ſmal a Re: 


queſt | 
vin. Finath, TI would Fave you to remember de 

ng the Neglect of this Ordinance is tq him that 
inſtituted it. You are guilty of aeſpiſing the greateſt 
Preparations which the King of Kings makes for his 
dubjects: Fof in this Ordinance he doth, av it w rf, 
kill the fatted Calf, and furniſh his Table with the ; 
choioeſt Rarities of Heaven, and ſend forth bis Ser- 
vants to invite us, ſaying, I have prepared my Supper 
Come cos of my Bread, ond drink of my Wine w0hith I have 
mugled; all things ave ready, come to the Marriage, 
So great and coſbly' is this Feaſt, chat i coſt the 
Mule of it his on LI 10 it. Pardons of 
Sin, Peace with Cod, and Communion with bim, which 
are the Dainties here ſet before you, eoſt Jeſus Chriſt 
a leſs than his Life ta purchaſe them for u. And 


* think this OI King can take it well at 
| ; our 


SSA 


| , ' 


8 o Dix ECT. I. Of .tbe Nereſſiiy 
. Jour Hande, if you make light of this rare and g 
Feaſt, and ſlight all the Preparation he hath. made.for 
| you? Can you ever expect to enjoy Communion with 
* in Heaven, if you ſlight. the Offer of Commun» 


ry 


on with him upon the Earth? Nay, you provoke him 
to cut you * from his or N Fo 7 | 
old, the Lord threatned cutting off, to the Soul _ 
him that neglected to keep the Paſſover, becauſe he 
brought not the Offering of the Lord in his appoints 
ed Seaſon, Numb. ix. 13. fo he threatens the ſamę to 
- theſe who ſhould flight the Goſ | Feaſts typified:there- 
by, Zech. xiv. 16, 17, 18, A 24 · We ſee hoy 
his Wrath was kindled againſt thoſe that ne lefted 
to. come to the Marriage of the King's Son, — how 
ſeverely he puniſhed them for it, Matth. xxii. 5, 9, 
They made light of it, and went their Ways, one: oy 
Farm, and another to his Merchandiſe. But when the 
King heard thereof, he was wroth, and he /ent forth 
his. Armies and deſtroyed theſe Murderers, aud burpt.up 
their City. He reckons your eating not, no leſs. 


than eating irreverently; for, as by this you are gui 
ty of — 5 the Lord's Body, ſo by the other you 
are guilty of deſpiſing it, and preferring your Luſts be; 
fore him, which is a Crime as heinous. s. 


7*, [ > 4 » 1a. x ad 
3 h + *; 


1.1 Objethions' anſwered. -- | 1 1 
FEre it may be proper to anſwer ſome Objettions 
which are made againſt Partaking of the Lord's 
Supper, whether by the Profane, Slothful or Scrupt» 
_ lous.” * ee, ata 
Object. I. Some profane Perfons think meanly of 
this Ordinance, and hence they neglect it. What 
needs ſo much Noiſe (think they) about this Mat- 
ter? It is but eating a little Bread, and drinking 8 
© ſmall Portion of Wine, what Efficacy can there be 

7 in that Action?“ | mig eee I 
Anſ. This'Ordinance is of Divine Authority, and 
not appointed by Men like ourſelves, It hath W 
3 | b 


4 


' 


: 
— 
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5 2 Cbriſtians. For as he hath 5 
] 


_ outward” View g but being af God's, Appointment, it 
| was effectual for healing, and, therefore. nene lt 


BNS F Fe,, 75-20 


— 


\ N Crviudichting 973 Tai * 
of our Lord's Inſtituion, which ſnould make it to he, 


tute t for moſt important Ends and. Uſes ; 19, 
— will. certainly make it effectual ſunto t 
A little Parthment with Ink and Wax upon it, 181 


it ſelf a ſmall Thing, yet being of legal Authority an 


Inſtitution: among Men, it ſerveth to convey a Right 

and Title to a great Inheritance, and Jo/it. 5 
highly valuable. The brazen Serpent that was lit en up 
on a Pole for healing the IJſaelittas, vgs mean to be 


deſpiſe it. So the Elements in this Sacrament, how- 
ever common or mean in themſelves, yet 
God's Appoidtment and conſeerate for ſac Hes, 


they are powerful and efficacious to the ieving 


Receiver, for the great Ends of their Inſtitution... - 
0% II. We may remember Chriſt in the Ward, 

what Need is-there for doing it in the Sacrament 7 1nd, 
Anſ.1/t;It is abominable preſumption to think onr- 8 


ſelves wiſer. than Jeſus Chriſt who-1s the #7 * 17210 th 
_ Father, Hath he thought this, Ordinance necdful,: 


and will any Man judge it needleſs ? 

24ly, The Word only preſents Chriſt onto, the Ear, 
but the Lord's au £6 torth a crucified Chriſt un- | 
to the Eye. 

34%, There is more "than a Cala Remembring, 
of Chriſt required in the Lord's Supper; there is al, 
ſo a — Baptiſmal Engagements, and a rati- 
ſying our Covenant with God. And beſides, our 
Lord hath reſerved ſome ſpecial Bleſſings. and Com- 
munications to this Ordinance, Shack are , to 
be undervalued or flighted.;, . 

06j. III. II is hard to be at 65 mach, Pains. 17 to. 
employ ſo much Time in Meditation, Examinat ian, rays, 


on 


* &c. as is requiſite to prepare for Communicating. 


Anſ. 1ſt, There are many who. do not grudge to 
be at much Pains and Travel, and frequently to hay 


zard their Lives both by Sea and Land, for a little 
7 temporal: | 


' » \ 2 4.3. MN 
222 Dixxzer. II, Of rhe Neceſſity 1 
temporal Gain. And, will you gradge ſome Pains | 
to prepare for this Ordinance, 'which feals a Right to 
the unfearchable Riches of Chriſt, and by Meant 
whereof you might; thro” the Divine Bleſſing, be en-. 
abled to fabdne your Sins; reform your Lives, grow - 
in Grace, and be made ready for Death and judg - 
ment? Is not this ſpiritual Gain better than the Gain 
of © while Wos!!! OT gee 
2a, Are there not many who throw away their 
Hours in needleſs Pleaſures and Paſtimes? And, with 
- What Face can fuch pretend they have not Time 19 
examine themſelves, and prepare for this bleſſed Or- 
dinance ? What are theſe tranſient Pleafares of Time 
you are ſo fond of, to the comfortable Views of an 
Intereſt in Chriſt, and of living with him through - 
out Eternity, which may be got at his Table? 
dly, Will you be at no Pains to pleaſe that K ing 
a Sovereign to whom you have fworn'Allegiznee, 
or to obey the Command and dying Charge of your 
t Malter and Saviour? That viſe Impoſtor, Ma. 
2 forbade his Diſeiples to drink Wine ; and this 
Command hath been religiouſly obſerved among 
: them: And, ſhall our renowned Saviour, who is 
Tord of Angels, and Son of the moſt high God, in- 
join us the /e of Mine in the Sacrament; and 
any of his Diſciples adventure to diſobey him ? Tell 
ii not in Gath, publiſh it not in the Street: of Aſkelon. 
Let not this be told among Turks, cus, Infidels, 'A* 
theifts, and the reſt of the Adverſaries of the Chris 
ſtian Religion, leſt they ſhould inſalt and triumph. 
athly, Our Lord Jeſus had a Thouſand more Dif- 
ficulties and Difcouragements in the Work of our 
Redemption, and yet he did not ſhrink back, 'as * 
do from Communicating. He never objedted, The - 
Sea.is deep, I cannot wade it; the Croſt is heavy, | 
cannot bear it ; the Cup is bitter, I cannot drink if ; the. 
Wrath is terrible, I cannot endure it. He did tiot-plead, 
tho' he had Cauſe, The Work is hard, it will coſ u 
dear ; and 1 ſhall meet with an unthantful Moria; 7 | 
1 eee 55 


- the Cup of Trembling for you, 


on 23 


Account; and, have you no Deſire after the C 


* , * 
/ 


i r ay * 


| _— 8 4 refuſe ny Offers,” end deſpiſe my d- 


— No, he overlooked: all chat, and went 
chearfully through his Sufferiogs; Mit Defire bans 
7 len (fin be) to ar this Þ - The Cup that 
the — hath given me, net drink it When 
the Father called him to drink the very Dregs af 
he readily anſwered, 
4 I come, 1 dulig he 46: ds thy Will. [Dat -whea-de 
to take the Cup of Salyation, and call up- 
Name of the Lord ; what :and - 
Backdrawing is there with you 1. Had Chriſt ſo great 


Deſire aftetithe bitter Cup of God's Wrath on now 


Bleſſing in the Sacrament ? . Did be go fo 
to die for you; and, are you unwilling to go and 


feaſt with him; . nn 0 Heavens, at this n. 


gratitude ! / 

How wretched and: deren Creature is Man! 
Still he would _—_ in — Face of God's Autho- 
rity : For, when God ſaid to him, Cat not of thir 
forbidden Fruit; then be will needs eat, tho“ it 
ruin him. But, when God faith, Eat of thi Bread 
he is back ward to do it, tho” it be for his eternal 
Welfare. O how long doth . and nn 
God bear with us | 

0bj. IV. T am fo ſtated vnd ay wor la Buſnefr, that 
I cannot get Time to prepare myſelf in Secret, and. give 
fuch Attendance in Publick, a7 if" ſs * * fa 7 


cannot come. 

Anſ. 1ſt, Doth not your: Buſinefs afford: i 
to eat, drink and ſleep, and converſe with unprofit- 
able Company; and, can you-find no Time to con- 
verſe with God in bis Ordinances, orto prepare your 


ſelves for tooth and n with —— eee 
Eternity? 
any dettie Buſi- 


24ly, Can you have any greater, 
neſs in the World, than to remember the Love of a 
dying Saviour, to put your Souls in Order to meet 
with him at his Table, and there to ſeal a Covenant 
| wth 


* 


4 Dis ETH. One Neceſſity ' 
Vith bim, and receive Pledges fram bim of his par- 
doning and redeeming Love? Is there any Buſineſs 
on Eurth preſttable to this??? yi neds 
gay, When Sickneſs and Death conte; you muſt 
d Time to attend them whether you will or not; 
all:your Buſinefs/mult oſ Neceſſity glvc place to them. 
And, muſt; you find Time to be ſick and die, how | 
ſcdon the Summons cometh ; and will you find nd 
Pim in your Health to prepare for Sickneſs and 
Death before they come? Now, if you would take 
Time duly to prepare for the Lord's Supper, vu 
mould not be found un red for Death; for th 
ſame Preparation is | | ul ſor both, tie : nn 
hij. V. But, ſay ſome, ue are not it for the Lords 
Tube, (and perhaps it is very true); i u, ha, 
but. looſe Lives and Converſations, there is fone bud Com- 
' pany we cannot be free of, ſome Sins we canndt get let 
an ſ% we cannot" come to the Lord's Tabl. 
ann, God will ſurelydook upon it as no other 
than x Mocking of him; to- ſay, you are not Ureſſed 
for this Feaſt, when indeed you never went about to 
make yourſelves ready. 'Nay; he will look upon it 
as the moſt . heinons; Wickedneſs, for yon to go on 
wilfully in your Sins and wicked Courſes, and then 
to make your Sins an Excuſe for the Neglect of theſe 
addy, If you ſay, you are not fit. for the Lord's 
Supper here; you muſt confeſs you are leſs ſit ſor the 
Marriage - ſupper of the Lamb above. And, how can 
you live one Day contentedly in that Condition 
you dare not venture to die in; or, if yon die in 
it, you muſt be eternally excluded from Heaven? 
Conſider this, O profane Sinner, although you 
may now ſit Chriſt's, charming Call to come to his 
Table and remember him, you cannot fit his alarm 
ing Call to come to his Tribunal to anſwer before 
him. And, how can you think to look upon that: 
Face with Comfort at that Day, which now — : 
„aso 6 (ant Un- rect F ids c 
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have no Pleaſure'to behold in the Symbols of Bread 


and Wine ? | \ * 48 ” wy 


34h, Let me ask thee, O profane Man, Do you 
intend to repent and leave your Sins; or, do you 
not? If you do'not intend it, then it is in vain to 
treat with you, ſeeing you wilfully make Choice of 
everlaſting Burnings. But there are few ſo graceleſs 
and wicked, but will ſay they have Intentions to do 
it. Well, if your Intentions be hearty and ſincere, 
ſurely you ien them ſpeedily in Execution: And, 
if you do this, your Objection evaniſheth ;' your bad 
Life can no longer hinder you from this Ordinance, 
ſeeing all penitent reforming Sinners are welcome to 
Chriſt, and to his Table alſo, whatever their former 
Lives bave benni nile 
- 0bj, VI. But | rags one) I am not in Charity with 
my Neighbours ; I am at Variance with Juch a- Perſon 
that hath injured me ; and ſo I cannot come to the Lord's 
Table. 1 45 — 111 Leiche 
* Arſe iſt, I do acknowledge, the Want of Love to 
our Neighbours, and the entertaining of angry Strife 
and Diſcord with them, do very much diſcompoſe 
and unfit'us for approaching to this Feaſt of Love; 
and therefore we ſhould uſe all 'Endegvours to remove 
theſe Impediments beforehand. OV + 
24%, Suppoſe” thy Neighbour hath done thee 
Wrong, and given you Juſt. Ground of. Diſpleaſure 
with him; yet you ought to uſe Endeayours to get 
the Difference removed, by ſeeking to convince him 
of his Fault, and ſhewing your Readineſs to ſorgive 
him, and be reconciled with him. 


F 


zal , Suppoſe thy Neighbour, after all Chriſtian | 


Methods taken with him, perſiſts in his [Injuries 
without Repentance or Reparation; it is no Uncha- 


ritableneſs to be diſpleaſed with him, if thy Anger 
keep within juſt Bounds, and thou doſt not hate his 
Perſon, or ſtudy Revenge againſt him. The Apoſtle 


faith, Eph. iv. 26. Be angry and 95 not. Whence we ſee, 
that Anger may be ſeparated from Sin. Now, what 
l D * 4 5315 4 Sd 
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God and bimſelf; but, in the mean Time, is ſo fa 


wrong. yon, lay aſide Quarrels, abhor Revenge, let 
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is not Sin, doth not make us unfit for this holy Or- 


dinance. A Man may be innocently angry, when 
be is juſtly diſpleaſed with another both for offending 


from deſiring Revenge or ſeeking his, Hurt, that he. 
pities and prays for the injurious Perſon, and is res- 
dy to render Good for Evil. Now, when this ig the 

Caſe, as our Anger or Diſpleaſure doth not indiſpoſe 


us for the Sacrament, ſo neither ſhould our Neigh- 


bour's unchriſtian Bebayiour and Backwardneſp 49 
Reconciliation deter us from our Duty, or tempt v8 
to ive ourſelves of the Benefit of this Ordinance, 
athly, But, if you be of the Number of theſe who 
keep up Quarrels with your Neighbours, are of un- 
' forgiving and revengeful Spirits; you are altogether - 
unkt for this Ordinance, and ſhould tremble to ap- 
proach it in ſuch a Condition; ſeeing in Effe& you 
renounce Chrilt as a Saviour, reject his Example, and 
deſpiſe his Precepts. You cannot pray as he direfs, 
Forgive us our Tre/paſſes, as we forgive them that ” 
poſs ugeinſt us ; for this were no other than a fearful. 
Imprecation of Wrath againſt yourſelves. Would 
you- then have Forgiveneſs of the Injurjes you baye 
done to God: would you have this Bleſſing ſealed to + 
you in the Sacrament, and openly declared at the 
great Day? Then be ready to forgive theſe that 


not the Sun go- down upon your Wrath, ſeck Peace 
and Friendſhip with all. Remember, that theſe who 
harbour Wrath and Malice in their Hearts, are 49 


unjũt to appear at God's Tribunal, as at his Table. 


ij. VII. Te“ we be nat in caſe for this, yet ue re 
N and go ſo abe next Communion,” ' 
A. All Delays ip Well-doing are highly danger - 
dus, and paxticularly in the preſent Caſe. For, 1, 
Your: Lives are wholly uncertain, you may not live 
to ſee another Communion, Many were alive at the 
Laſt Communion that are now dead, and fixed in their 
everlaſting Lot; and many now living will, in all 
WT ES 8 Likelihood, 
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\ 


munibn; and you know not but you may be amung 
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it all your Days 
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LRelhood, be in the ſame State before the next Com · 


them. And, if i, confider what ſtinging Reſlexions 

the Slighters of Chriſt and his Inſtitutions will have 

through Eternity; therefore neglect not the preſent 
| | ö * 4, + 


"a , 755 God ſhould ſpare you to ſee another 
Occation of this Sort, what Ground have you to 
think you ſhall be more willing or fit to communicate 
then, than at preſent? Do you not know, that by 
Delays the Heart is ſtill the more hardned, and the 
Habits of Sin the more ſtrengthned ? And, if you re- 
fuſe to hearken to God's Call now, he may refuſe to 
hear your Cry aftetward, Zech. vil. 172 
OJ. VIII. But, ſay ſome ſcrupulous and doubting 
Souls, this is an awful and tremendous Ordinance; and 
it is not ſaft for ſuch poor, unworthy and unprepared 
Creatures at we are, is mediNe with it. 
Aa. ift, It is very ordinary for People to run into 
Extremes about this Ordinance; Either they enter - 
tain too low an Opinion, or elſe they have too fri; 
ful Thoughts of it: And beth theſe are to be 
ly guarded againſt, Remember, that the Sacrament 


was not inſtituted to terrify Belevers, but to bring 


them into Converſe and Familiarity with their Lord 
and Saviour, and to give them the Tokens and Inti- 
mations of his Love. And, why ſhould à Feaſt of 


Love de terrible to us? 


2dly, Every Man in a legal Senſe is unworthy to 
approach to this holy Table; We are ail ar ar unten 
Thing, and our Rightednjneſ? is as filthy Ragi befote 
God, But he is graciouſly pleaſed to accept of them 
who abhor themſelves for their Pollution, and ſeek 
Shelter under the Covert of Chriſt's Righteobſneſs. 
34%, How long will ye make uſe of this Excuſe of 
Unfitneſs and Unpreparedneſs? Do ye intend to do 
Or, will it de of any Uſe to you 
when you are called to die? When God commands 
you to die, will you have Confidence to fay, Lord, I 
| cannot 
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cannot obey at this Time, for I am not prepared? 

No, no; it would be in vain then to hang back, ſee» 

X ing Death will not ſpare when it“ gets Commiſſion, 
whether 2020" or unprepared. Would ye not 
therefore in ſuch a Caſe ſet about immediate Prepata- 
tion, and do what you are able to get yourſelves pre- 
pared for Death? - So do in this Caſe: When Chriſt 
commands you to come to his Table, tho“ Mat- 
ters be ſadly out of Order with you, yet ſet about 
the Work in Obedience to his Command, prepate 
what ye are able, and look to him for Strength, who 
pities the Weak, and accepts of ſincere Mints fat 
Duty. n 1 © ne 
\ Obj. IX. But (ſome may inſiſt to ſay) we are un- 
wort hy; for ue have not only many Defecis in our Lives, 
but alſo many inward Diſtempers, Heart-plagues, Hard. 
neſs, Deadneſi, Darkneſs, prevailins Corruptions, &c. 

Anſ. 1ſt, No. wonder you complain of many Dif 
tempers, when you refuſe the Means of Healing. 
May not God look upon it as Diſſimulation, to com- 
plain of the Hardneſs of your Heart, while you come 
not to apply the Blood of Chriſt to ſoften it ; ot of 
the prevailing of your Cotruptions, while you come 
not to Chriſt's Croſs to ſubdue them? No wonder 
that God withdraw from your Souls, when you with- 
draw from your Duty. No wonder you are Strangers 
to ſpirizual Joy, Wien you will not come to draw 
Water out of the Wells of Salyation. No wonder 
-you complain of the Weakneſs of Grace, when you 
will not make uſe of the Means ſor ſtrengthening it. 

Many have found at this Ordinance a Cure for all 
their Diſeaſes, a Supply to all their Wants, and an 
Anſwer to all their Complainee. 

2dly, Study to do your Part by ſerious Preparation, 
and you may expect God will not fail to do his Part: 

Spread out your Sores and Diſeaſes before the great 
Phyſician, and look unto him for healing; preſs 
thro' all Doubts and Diſcouragements towards him, 


believing 


e Communi cating. 29 
believing you ſhall be healed if you can but touch the 
Border of his Garment. If you ſincerely, heartily 
and impartially repent of all known Sins, and rely 
on Jeſus Chriſt for Mercy and Pardon, you have no 
Reaſon to queſtion but you ſhall be welcome Gueſts at 
the Lord's Table, altho* you find in your Hearts 
many Infirmities and Plagues, and in your Lives ma- 
ny Defe&ts and Short coming. 
00%. X. But, (ſay ſome) that Mord Damnation 
frights us, x Cor. xi. 29. 1t ts terrible 1 cat and 
drink Damnation to ourſelves, | as unworthy Communi- 
cants do. eee by N enn d e 
Anſe It is very true, unworthy Communicants are 
liable to Damnation; but ſo alſo are all other Sin- 
ners. Whoſoever hears the Word unworthily, or 
prays unworthily, incurs the Peril of Damnation, as 
well as he that communicates unworthily; and yet 
you do not think you ought to deſiſt from hearing or 
praying on that Account, and why only from Com- 
municating ? Every Sin indeed is damning in its own 
Nature, and ſo is unworthy Receiving in a ſpecial 
Manner: But ſincere repenting and believing in Chriſt 
is an Expedient againſt this as well as other Sins; for 
the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth us from all Sins. 72 
Obj. XI. We are afraid (ſay ſome) to come and enter 
into Covenant with God, and take on Vows at the Lord's 
Table, leſt we do not keep them, but fall again into new 
Sins, and fo increaſe our Guilt. r 
Anſ. 1/t, If it were left as a Matter of Indifferenee 
to come to, or abſent yourſelves from the Lord's Table 
as you pleaſed, your Objection might be pertinent; 
but remember, this is a Duty injoined under the high - 
eſt Pains. You ſee what fearful Deſtruction came 
upon them that - refuſed to come to the Marriage 
Supper, Mat. xxii. 7. | ry yo 

2dly, It is good always to be jealous of ourſelves ; 
for we have good Reaſon for it, conſidering the De- 
ceitfylneſs of our Hearts. But this ſhBuld not keep 
| | us 
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us from the Ordinance, or make us to negle@ our 
Duty. f | Ne 5 | * n 
34% , Breach of Vows, or Sins committed after a 
Sacrament, though they be of greater Guilt than other 
Sins, yet we are not to judge them unpardonable; . 
for, who is it that /iveth and ſinneth, not * Such a No- 
tion perhaps hath poſſeſſed the ignorant Muſtovitey, 
who endeavour to fall aſleep as ſoon as they have re- 
ceived the Sacrametit, to prevent by that Means any 
Occaſion of Sin. 75 e N . | 1 
455, There is Ground to ſuſpect that this Excuſe 
or Pretence is not real with many; but rather that 
they are un willing to come under new Bonds and En- 
gements to a holy Life, They entertain ſome Af. 
eclion to their. old Sins, and are not willing to - 
nounce them altogether, and prepare ſincerely for this 
holy Ordinance. fn EO 
5thly, If you be ſo much afraid of Sin, and of fin- 
ning after the Sacrament? Why are you not afraid of 
this Sin of neglecting the Sacrament, which I ſhewed 
before to be very heinous? Now, why do-you live 
in this Sin ſo quietly? Surely, if you were afraid of 
all Sin, you would be afraid of this heinous Sin too; 
and ſo would make Conſcience of preparing your- 
ſelves for the Lord's Table, that you might be pre- 
ſerved from the Guilt of lighting this ſolemn Ordi- 
tance. —__ , 5 : 
Laſtly, Conſider, you are not to vow and en 
here in your own Strength, but in the Strength of the 
Lord Jeſus; you arc to truſt and rely upon him, who 
perſormeth all Things for ur, Pſal. Ivii. 2. for he is be- 
come Surety for our Duty, as well as for our Dell. 
Now, whatever be our own Weakneſs, we ſhould not 
ſeruple to engage with ſuch an able Surety, 


* 
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DIRECTION . 


Believe and be rſuaded, that Communicating | 
is not only a Duty, but that it is a Duty in. 


cumbent upon you to communicate frequently, 


BAßtiſn being a Sacrament appointed for tho Ii. 
tiation and Implantation of Believers into the 
Church, it is to be received but once by the ſame 
Perſon, and not to be reiterated; But the Lord's 
Supper being a Sacrament inſtituted for the Nutrition, 
Increment and Growth of Belieyers, it'is often to he 
received and repeated by them. And this may be 
confirmed by many Reaſons ; K 
I. Frequent partaking of the Lord 'r Supper is injain- 
ed by the ſame Authority which inſtituted it. For Chriſt 
tells us, that we are not only to eat of this Bread and 
drink of this Cup, but we are to da it oftex; as ig 


clearly imported in our Lord's Words recited by the 


Apoltle, 1 Cr. xi 25. This do ye, as oft 65 ye drink it, 
in Remembrance of me. And again, ver. 26- f often 


Lord's Death till be come, Now, when our Lord doth 
expreſly command the Duty ia theſe Words, Do. this 
in Remembrance of me} and doth twice over annex the 
Word OFTEN, as neceſſary in the doing of it; it js 


all one as if be had ſaid, Do this often is Rememarance of 


me. So that for Chriſtians to communicate ſeldem, is 
Diſobedience to Chriſt, and a Contempt of divine Au- 
thority : Far our Redeemer is God, and we are tp 


look upon his Commands as the fame with the Com- 


mands of Godethe Father, ſeeing he approved of our 
Mediator, and of every Thing be did, Had not big 


Inſtitutions been qo. to his Father's Will, be 


had not been ſa welcomed at his Return to Heaven, 


and advanced te ſuch Royal Dignity to | fit upon his 
Throne of Glory. | TT JUT BY u. tn 
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as ye eat this Bread, an drink this Cup, vc d ſhew the 


. ＋ © 5 * 
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II. In Obedience" to Chriſt's Authority, the Apoſiles. 
4 end primitive Chriſtians did frequently partake of the 
8 Lord's Supper ; yea, it was their ordinary Practice e- 
very Lord's Day, as is evident from Acts xx. 7. A 
h the. firſt. Day of the Week, when the Diſciples came 
together to 2 read, Paul preached to them. The 
| Chriftians there are brought in as meeting together for 
partaking of the Sacrament (which is ofe expreſſed by 
breaking of Bread) without any previous Warning, 
becauſe it was their ordinary Cuſtom ſo to do. And 
this Practice was kept up in the Church for ſeveral 
Centuries after the Apoſtles Death, as is teſtified by 
the Hiſtorians and Fathers of the ancient Church. 
And, from their Practice of conſtant breaking of 
Bread every Lord's Day, the Day was anciently cal. 
led Die panis, Auguſt. Epiſt. 118. And this primi- 
tive Practice (according to ſome) was grounded up- 
on that Word, Ezel. xliii. 27. And when theſe Days 
are expired, it ſhall be on the eighth Day ani ſo forward, 
the © Prieſts ſhall make your Burnt-offerings upon” the 
Altar, and your Peace-offerings, and I will accept” you, 
faith the Lord Cod. Now, this Viſion containing a pro- 
phetical Deſcription of the Goſpel-times, and of the 
ceaſing of the ceremonial Law tor daily Sacrifices, by 
the eighth Day they underſtand the Lord's Day, as be- 
ing the eighth Day following upon the ſeventh, viz. the 
Fewiſh Sabbath, in om whereof it was to ſacceed, 
By Burnt-offerings, the Lord's Supper, as being the 
Remembrance of the great Burnt- offering whereby 
our Peace was made. By Peace-offerings, Prayer and 
Thankſgiving, which are called Sacrifices, Heb. xiii. 
15. and are the proper Work of every Lord's Day, 
The primitive Chriſtians were peculiarly fond of the 
Lord's Supper; when they had the Mt ag” of 
a publick Aſſembly, tho' upon a Week-day (as feve- 
rals do obſerve from Acts ii. 46.) they could not think 
of parting till they had celebrated the Memorials of 
- Chriſt's dying Love. They reckoned this Piete of 
Worſhip a principal Part of the Chriſtian 2 
| | oa whi 
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which in a Manner doth comprehend all' other Parts 
of it, and is an Epitome of the whole. They account- 
ed it a chief Means of conveying to them the Benefits 
of their Redeemer's Death. And they would. not 


light the Occaſion of taking this Proviſion and . | 


ticum in theſe ſtormy Times, when they knew not but 
they might be ſnatched away by the Fury of Perſecu- 


tors before the next Day of publick Meeting. 


4 III. The Lord's Supper was appointed for the Comme- 


moration of the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt, and of his 
Love to us manifeſted therein; and therefore we ought 
frequently to celebrate it for that End. Tho Grati- 
tude to a merciful God, and Love to him that loved 
us, and waſhed us in his Blood, ſhould engage us 


conſtantly to remember redeeming Love; yet alas! 
ve are naturally unmindful of God) uhgrateful to 


Chtiſt our Saviour, and apt to forget his matchleſs 
Love: And therefore we frequently need his Help 


| {which he of Purpoſe hath inſtituted) to renew our 


Remembrance of him. Say not, you can remember 
Chriſt frequently without this ; for this were'to make 
yourſelyes wiſer than the Inſtituter of this Ordinance, 


Beſides; may not Experience tell you what faint 
Thoughts and languid Remembrance you ordinarily ' 


have of him, notwithſtanding of the Word read and 
preached, until this ſolemn Ordinance doth return 
and revive the Memory of his Love, and fix your 
Thoughts more ſolemnly upon him? Ah! the Body 
of Death doth hinder us from remembring the Lord 
of Life. It is not ſufficient to commemorate his Love 


once a Year ; there ought to be a conſtant and habi- 
tual Remembring of our Redeemer's Death, and this 


Habit muſt be acquired by frequent and reiterated Acts 

of Communicating. But ſuppoſing ue could remem- 
ber him without this, yet ſurely it would be baſe In- 
gratitude to neglect to remember him in his own Me- 
thod, and by the Means of his own chuſing, when 


be might have put far harder Conditions upon us. 
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ol. Meal for the Nouriſhment and Strength of his Pep 

and for the Growth and Increafe of their Graces: 15 

aherefore it dughit to be frequently received. Mean 

for a hk ag. ou Bodies maſt be, often. 
.pented, becaufe of the frequent recurring. of 0 
Needs we are all fo ſenſible of it, that we de "_- 
fuſe to come freqenily to our ſtated. Meals. And tho 
it de not told us how often we ſhould eat und drink, 
yet our craving Appetites, and the Senſe of aur Want 
of Food and Strength, are ſufſicient to direct in 
Matter, Abd, ſhould not the Senſe of our Soy 
Need of ſpiritual Food and Strength direct us to Fre- 
quency in Communicating? We are in a [Journey, 
and we need Strength ta,go forward. We are weak | 
of ourſelves, and the belt are liable to frequent Necays 
of Grace; and we have all Need of frequent Suppl 
of Strength to enable us to perform Duties, beer Min, 
reſiſt Enemies, and beat down Luſts: Aud conſequently 
we have frequent Need of this quickening, -reſtoring 
and-ftrengthening Meal, which Chriſt hath. gracioully 
provided for us in this Ordinance, It 18 hereby that 
Faith is ſtrengthened, Repentance renewed, Love in. 
Hamed, Deſire ſharpened, and the Soul encourage 
and confirmed, in the Ways of Gd. 
V. This Ordinance was inftituted for ' bringing 1s. t0 
near Communion with God; and therefore ſhould be ſte 
quently celebrated and attended by us. Hencelſit is 

Jo ve call it the Communion, according to that Word, 

I Car. x. 16. And as the; Apoſtle tells us there, v. 19. 
. 20. that the. n ſacriſieed to Id 
was a Fellowſhip with Devils; ſo here the Partaking 
of that which was - ſacrificed; to God, is a Fellowſlip 
. with God. In this Ordinance there is more Gmmu- 
nion to be had with God, than in any otlier; mote 
than in Prayer or Praiſe: For we have not ſo near 

Communion with a Prince or great Man, by petition- 

ing him, or returning him Thanks for a Favour Ie 
- celyed; as we have by ſitfing with him at his * 
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and partaking of the ſame Bread, and the ſame up 
with him. It is here that Believers fit, feaſt and'con+ 
verſe familiarly with Jeſus Chriſt. Ohriſt was in 
known to the Diſiptes in the breaking of Bread, tho! 
they knew him not before in the wo Bf of the Scri- 
ptures, Lute xxiv. 30, 31. Now, if it be our Du 
to ſeek frequent Communion and Converſe with God, 
and frequent Views and Difcoveries of Jefus Chriſt; 
then farely it is our Duty to make frequent Ap- 
ches to the Lord's Table. Do we think that we 
can too oft behold a 'cracified Jefus? Can we too oft 
claſp about our bleeding high Prieſt ? Can we too oft 
hear the Muſick of his Voice, or ſee the Beauty of 
his Face? Surely if we love him, we will defire fre- 
quently to be in theſe Ways where we may meet with 
Im. f * Wan 
VI. This Sacrament is en excellent Mean for tbe 


weakening / Sin, and beeping it under; and therefore 


we ſhould 3 attend it. The Soul is moſt a 
nimated and reſolved againſt Sin, when it fees God's 


Wrath and Indignation manifeſted againſt it: Now, 


where can we behold this ſo well as in this Ordinance, 
which repreſents the dreadful Agonies and Sufferings 
of Chriſt our Surety? Here we may ſee Chrift ſacri- 


ficed to Juſtice, overwhelmed with Blood, made a 


Curſe, and bearing all' that Wrath and Vengeance 
which the Law threatned for Sin. The Soul's look- 
ing upon Chriſt here, doth open the Spring of Sorrow 
for Sin, Zech: xii. 10. Our frequent Approaches to 
2 wounded Saviour here, do kindle frequent Reſolu- 
tions againſt Sin that pierced him, and make bs look 
and cry to him for Grace to ſubdue it. Now, this is 
what we are conſtantly needing : For there is ſtill a 
Root of Bitterneſs in us, always fprouting up ; but 


frequent Approaches to this Ordinance do contribute 


to da crop it. Sin and Luſts of themſelves are 
apt to revive and gather Strength; but the Sacramen - 
tal Cup is Poiſon to them. Do you think then, that 
we can too oſt take up this Cup into our Hands, or 

n. | put 
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put our Hands into Chriſt's Wounds, or take a View 
of this Sin-killing Blood 


VII. 758 Ordinancę is a e Moon of reno len- 


ing our Faith in joe Promiſes, and confirming. us tin the 
Senſe of Chriſt's Love; and therefore it ſhould be fre- . 
quently celebrated. It was upon this Account, that 
ſio great Joy and Gladneſs did attend the keeping of 
the Paſſover of old, 2 Chron. xxx. 21, 26. It was the 
frequent breaking of Bread, that made the primitive 
Chriſtians to continue in their Gladneſs of Heart, 
Acts ii. 46. And no wonder a Man's Heart be glad, 
and he be encouraged to go on his Way rejoicing, 
when he gets a new Stal of his Pardon and Peace wih 
God: We frequently contract Guilt, and thereby _ 
blot our Evidences and diſturb our Peace; and there- 
fore we need to come frequently to this Ordinanceto 
get the Blood of Sprinkling applied, for removing 
our Guilt, clearing our Evidences, ſealing our Peace, 
and renewing our Joy. It is Matter of Joy to ſee 
the Rainbow appearing frequently in the; Clouds, 28 4 
Sign of God's minding his Covenant, and ſecyrin 
the World againſt a deſtroying Deluge: In like Man- 
ner it ſhquld rejaice the Heart, and ſtrengthen Faith, 
frequently'to behold this, Sacrament, which (like-the 
Rainbow in the Clouds) is a Sign of God's ſecuring 
the believing World againſt the overflowing Flood of 
God's Wrath. 7 19 % 
VIII. We need frequently the Influences of the Holy 
Spirit, and therefore ſhould come frequently to this 
Ordinance : For in this Sacrament it is molt likely 
that the Spirit will work and exert himſelf z when the 
Office of the Spirit, and End of the Inſttution, do 
meet and agree in one. The Office of the Spirit is #0 
bring Things to our Remembrance, and the chief, Deſigu 
of this Qrdinance is 1 bring à crucified Jeſus, and bis 
Love and Sufferings to Remembrance ; now, ſuyely it is 
the molt likely Time for the Holy Spirit to come and 
exerciſe his bleſſed Function, and join in with the End 
of the Sacrament. Hither then ſhould becalmed Souls 
frequently repair, and wait for the Spirit's Gales. 
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I migbt add many other Arguments; bot ſurely,” 
it we had a due Senſe of our Souls Neceſſiies, we 


ſhould need no more to convince us of the Neceſſity 
of frequent Communicating. Do not we feel. our 


Needs frequently recurring, our Graces languiſhing, 
Paith weakening, Love cooling, Affections turni 


dead! Are we not apt frequently to grow cold ; 
formal in hearing and praying, yea, dull and luke - 
warm in all our Performances? And, have we nat 


frequent Need of this reviving and enlivening Ordi- 


nance to recruit us with new Strength and Quicken - 
ing? But, alas! we have little Senſe of our. Souls 


Wants, and little Senſe of our Saxiour's Love; o- 


therwiſe we would not be ſo unwilling frequently. to 
remember ſuch an incomparable Friend and Bene - 
factor, who took our Sins upon himſelf, and caſt up- 
on us the Robe of bis Righteouſneſs. Did primitive 
Chriſtians think once a Week little enough to com- 
memorate his Love : and, ſhall modern Chriſtians 
reckon once a Year ſufficient? Is this our Kindneſs 
to the always lovely and loving Jeſus ?.. O will, we 
not remember him frequently, who remembers Be- 

lievers perpetually 2? c I BY Loy: > 


Objettions anſwered. n 
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OBJECTION I. 


BUT (fay ſome) the Zeal and Devotion of the A 
ſtolict Age is now gone; and Chriſtians are'becoms © 
more careleſs and formal in religious Duties than in thoſe 
Days, and fo are unfit for frequent partaking of «this .- 
lemn Ordinance. genau a n 
Anſ. Iſt, 1 grant indeed the firſt Chriſtians were 
animated with more Life and Love, and were habi- 
tually in a better Frame for this Love · ſeaſt, than alas 
the moſt of us are: Vet I am perſuaded you will not 
deny but we are under the ſame Obligations of Love 


and 


* 
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d Writings of Fuſalius, Socrates, Ipalat 


gotations (i it were 1250 00 out o 
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Ghee, Anbriſe, 4 ei and othe 
roſe, ine, and many others 
tte antient Fathers, As the Blood of Chriſt is 
freſh und efficacious in the preſent, * as the firſt Cehty- 
ries of the Church; do it ſhould be as dear and 
Rene to Chriſtians in this, as any former Age. 


It is moſt fad that Chriſtians ſhould be ſo eaſy 
the Decay of Piety and Love to à crucified 75 
— that is fo ble in thefe latter Days. Should - 
not the Confideration hereof be Matter of bitter 
Lattentation and Complaint to all the Lovers of 
Chrift, and put us iticefſantly to ery to Heaven, Nu 
deu not revive ut again ? Renew our Days as of old, 
bly, Is there not Ground to think that the De 

of Piety and Chriſtian Love, in our Days, is muc 
" owing to the Neglect and unfrequent Uſe of this Soul- 
quickening Ordinance ? No wonder that our Hearts 
turn hard, when we ſo ſeldom have Recourſe to 
Chriſt's Blood for ſoftning them ; that our Graces 
grow weak and withered, when we ſo little uſe Chriſt's 
zppointed Means for cheriſhing and - ſtrengthening 
them 3 ant. that we have but little öf the Smiles of bis 
Face, when we ſo little regerd his dying Words, Fre- 
quent Communicating in Chriſt's own Way and Me- 
thod, might be à mean (thro' his Bleſſing) to revive 
d Religion, to keep Sm under conflant Re- 
bukes and Diſgrace, and Chriſt in continual. ; Efteem 
und RNeſpert among us. This might contribute to 
eure and prevene that Formality in Duty, — | 
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or its frequent Adminiſtration.; but Upon the 
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but were farther Tom Formality, A fag 
ous, fervent and ſpigitual 3 in this Duty, NE 
addy, O mality in attending this 0 Wan 
is nowile cular upon ee 22 
ruption an Careleſnels of our Hearts which alt bi 
ſtians ſhou 


lemnity. __ | , 
340, Were this 2 ved Neigen gr Frequ 
in this Duty, is puns t be pleaded. againſt 'F 
in other Dutjes allo.; and fo we ſhould. ſeldoni ag 
or hear the Word; ſeldom meditate on God, 
or ling Er leſt F Yay of beget Fo - 


ty therein. But it is a 7 of 18 7 Com 5 
Becauſe Frequency in W 0¹ dengy a 
Man 


cating, may ocealion For mality and He 1 
therefore i will ſeldom pray, c. Nos the 
ſhould. rather he, therefore 2 watch over 


e 


more carefully, Ell look for the renewed Infaenees 


of the Spirit, and ſkrive to 'be more fincere and bes- 
vent in Duty. 

773 Tho? * Frequency i in Partaki mould r 3 
bad Effect on ſome, yet it hath. and v Tor a EY im 
Effect upon others who make Conſcience of preparing 
for the Duty. Inſtead of breeding Formilit ity, it Yoth 
beget the, greater Liyelineſs and Spirituality in.the, 
and raiſe their Appetite the more, after n 


carefully watch ang wr againſt, and . 
labour in "he Sh Stre: b f Chriſt, ſo oft. 4 they 0 98 
- take, to prepare fo Fit with all Stony 15 


Manns. It is certain, the oſtner we care fi c be hen and be- 


lievingly communicate, the better "difpb 
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Dinxzer. m. Of geg ent 
oh). III. TI. Jews did partake 2. the Paſſover only 
once in the Tear. 

Anſ. God fixed the Paſſover to a certain Day of 
the Year, to mind them of their Temporal Delive. 
rance from Egypt, as well as of their future Redem. 

on by the Mefiah's Death at that Time; and there- 
Poe It was — 55 But, beſides that, they had their 

'Sacrifices of lain Beaſts in the Temple, which 
1 lively Types of Chriſt, and Remembrances to 
them of his Death; ſo that the cus did not need 
ſuch a frequent Celebration of the Paffoyer for that 
End. But, in the New-teſtament Church, Chriſt 
hath ſettled only his Supper as the great Ordinance of 
Commemoration of his Death and Sufferings g and 
therefore we ought not to confine ourſelves to the 
cui annual Cuſtom : Nay, on the contrary, Chri- 
ians now, to whom 'Chriſt hath made” ſuc 'bright 
Diſcoveries of his Love, in ſacrificing himfelf upon 
a Croſs for their Salvation, ſhould far exceed the 
Jros (who lived in ſuch dark Times) In expreſſing 
e to their Saviour, and in celebrating the Memo: 
rials of his Love to them. The Love of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians was ſo warm this Way, that th 

ought themſelves bound to celebrate {Wop Goſp a. 
| over in Remembrance of a crucified Chriſt 2 4 

Week, which the 7ews did but vnce a Tear. | 

J. IV. But (faith one) my Buſineſs and Calling 
in the World is ſuch, that I have aot Liberty for fre- 

t Communicating, neither have i Occaſions near me 
for doing it. 

Anſ. Iſt, I grant that all Men cannot communicate 
alike often, ſeeing the worldly Calling and Affairs 
of one Man do adminiſter more Diſtraction than theſe 
of another: And ſome cannot command their Time 
ſo much as others. 

Aal, People ſhould do what lies in them to 9005 
their Affairs ſo beforehand, that they may have Free- 
dom for frequent Communicating. But if Perſons 


have Buſineſs brought on them, not CIP e 
ut 


| 


| _ 717 4410 41 
but by the Proyidenge of God, they are expuſable ſor 
del deten at one Occaſion ; but then they ſhould 

be careful to lay hold upon the next. In keeping of 
the Palſover, there was r ee allowed to 


theſe that were under Ceremonial Uncleanneſa, or en- 
gaged in Buſineſs on a Journey, Numb, ix. yet it was 
allowed, not for a Near, but for a Month's Omiſhon.. 
For, when they could not keep it upon the 14th. Day 
of the firſt Month, they were ordered to keep it the 
1gth Day of the next Month, and not to ſtay until 
the next annual Revolution, Numb. ix. 10, 11. As 
it would be agreeable to this Injunction, ſo it would 
be a deſirable Attainment in the Church, and an Ad- 
vantage to the Members of it, if Matters were fo or- 
dered among us, that, when Perſons are necellatily 
hindeted from partaking of the Lord's Supper in their 
own Congregation, they might be ED an Oecaſi- 
on 8 do it next Month, if not in their own, at leaſt 
in the neighbouring Congrega tion. 
05. 9. he laſt Time 1 _ at the. ds Tables ; 
git no Benefit by it, nay, 1, fear I communicated unuor<. 
thily « Now, for me to come en fer 511 Manner, 
[ fear to contract greater Cui 4 and do. myſelf more. 
Hurt than Cod. herefore £-will not eon uddenture 
upon another Approach. 7 £24 1 
_ rf. 1/t, There are ſome good Things implied. in 
this Objection, ſuch as, a Review of former Actions, 
ſome Senſe of Sin and Trouble for it, and a Lothneſs. 
to offend God; which are ſome deſirable Tokens o 
Repentance, and may yield ſome Comfort to an ex- 
erciſed Soul. ee ene 
24%, In this Caſe, long Deferring will do you, 
more Hurt than frequent Communicating: Fox, as, 
by too much Faſting, we often loſe; our Stomachs; 
ſo, by long withdrawing from the Lord's Table, you 
may come to loſe your Deſire after the Food of your 
Souls, and to have a low Eſteem of Chriſt, and of 
his folemn Ordinance. - 85 e 
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24, There is no Commyinicant, but open e Re, 
view may ſpy many Defefts in his Frame and Prepa- 
ration, or which ke could not atfiver if God did en- 
ter into Judgment with him: But he muſt not there- 
fore abandon his Duty, but flee to Chrift's Fountai! 

for Waſhing, and to the Covert of his Righteon 


to ſereen'all bis Imperſeaions. We read of ſeverale' 


in HezekinÞ's Time, 2 Chron. xxx. that were not ſo 
ſuitably prepared for the Paſſover as they ſhould have 
been, and bg ins ge woe ae 4nd 
„ upon Fezetiab's praying for them, God pardon - 
A tele Sin, and healed ef. 4 n 5 1 | 
Ah, It may yield Comfort to a tronbled Soul, if 
upon & Review he can ſay, It was his earneſt Deſire 


to communicate humbly, with a lively Frame, and 


the Exerciſe of all the Sacramental Graces ; and, what- 
ever Shortcomings he was chargeable with, they were 
not wilful and allowed, but Matter of Grief and 
Mourning to him. If this be your Caſe, then your 
Defefts are Sins of Infirmity, which your gracious 2 
God will pardon for Chriſt's Sake. "IS. Bu 

© 5thly, Whatever your Shortcomings formerly have 


been, you ought to be humbled for them, flee to the 


Blood of Chriſt for Pardon, and reſolve in his 
Strength to come more reverently, humbly and be- 

Kevingly to his Table for the future, and that in or- 
der to renew your Covenant with God, and receive 
a Seal of the Pardon of all your former Sins, and 


particularly of the Sin of unworthy Communicating. 


And this yon may expect, if you perſevere in the 


' Road of Duty, looking to God in Chrift, who is ſtill 
" xealy to welcome and pardon the penitent Believer: | 
But to abſent and withdraw from God's Cm | 


is to put yourſelf ont of the Road of his Mercy, 
to 5·˖[(T your former Sin of unſuitable Partaking. 
Obj. VI. F we did communicate fo frequently, ue 


would not have fuch Time to prepare ourſelves for this 
Ordinance as were, needful, and as now we have. 


Anl. 


1 
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Auſ. If we did partake more frequently, leſs Pains 
and Time about Preparation-work might be more 
ſucceſsful, and ſooner. reach the End, than all the 
Pains and Time we now beſtow that Way: For thus 
we might be helped to keep up a Communion-frame 
pan and it would be no ſuch Difficulty (as 

n 


now we find it) to get the Tears of Repentance poùr- 
ed out, or the Fire of Divine Love blown up, when 


called to celebrate this Ordinance. The Believer, 


when in a right Frame, the oftner he comes to the 
Communion he finds the more Nourifhment, and hath 
the greater Delight in it; and ſo he comes to have 
ſuch a Longing for the Ordinance as the Child bath 
for the Mother's Breaſt. WK 


Ti ws. * Te 
DIRECTION Iv. 


Be perſuaded of the Neceſſity of ſolemn Pre- 
paration before you approach to the Lord's 
Table. ! 


i T we be required to take heed to ourſelves when 


we enter the Houſe of the Lord, £cc?. v. 1. much 
more doth it concern us to look to ourlelyes when 
we approach the Table of the Lord. Why ? This 
holy Table is under the Goſpel the ſolemn . 
place of the Great God, where he uſeth to meet wi 
Men, and to entertain Converſe and Communion 
with them, And, have we not then Ground to call 
you in the Prophet's Words, Amos iv. 12. Prepare 
to meet thy God, O Iſrael? Remember who it is that 
tryſts with you; it is God, even thy God. Did an Au- 
gel tryſt to meet you at a certain Place againſt ſuch 
an Hour, would you not prepare with all Serioufneſs 
and Solemnity to kee Tryſl with him? Ob, but it 
Is the God of Angels that tryſts with you here; even 
that Cod, before whom all the Angeli adore and the 
Devil; tremble: A holy and jealous God, who * 


Dixxcr. V. Of Preparation 
clared that he will be ſanctifled in them that come nigh 
to him, Lev. x. 3. And, can you come ſo near him 
any where in the World, as at his holy Table? What 
Samuel ſpoke to the Elders of Bethlehem, in the Cafe 
of offering Sacrifice, may well be applied to Commu- 


nicants in the Caſe of approaching to the Lord's 


Table, 1 Sam. xvi. 5. Sandtify yourſelves, and tome 
with me to the Sacrifice, So, well may your Miniſter 
ſay to you, Santtify yourſelves, and come with me to the 
Sacrament. Come here arid bchold the Sacrifice of 
the Lamb of God unto Divine Juſtice for your Sins: 
For even Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacrificed for ut, 1 Cor. 
v. 7. Here he is repreſented as a Lamb lain, to pa- 
cify a holy God for our Impurity and Unholinefs. * ſt 
is moſt fit then that we prepare and ſanctify ourſelyes 
when we adventure ſo near this holy God, and take 
upon us to celebrate the Commemoration of this blel- 
ſed Sacrifice in our Goſpel · paſſo ver. 
- The Jęus had their Preparation for their Paſſover, 
Fohn xix. 14. They took the Paſchal Lamb and ſet 
it apart from the reſt of the Flock on the Tenth Da 
of the Month, but did not kill it till the Fourteenth, 
Exod. xii. 3, 6. And during the four Days the Lamb 
was kept e Urrin Rabbies tell us) they tied it 
to their Bed-polts, that hearing the Bleatings of the 
Lamb as they came in and went out, lay 2 and 
roſe up, Tu- Things thereby might be brought to 
their Remembrance; 1/7, They might look back to 
Egypt, and remember the Sorrows and Bondage they 


_ endured there, and be thankful for their Redempti- 
on; and eſpecially for their Deliverance from the'de- 
ſtroying Angel that Night he paſſed" over their Houſes 


which were ſprinkled with the Blood of the Lamb. 
2dly, They were to look f5rward to the Meſſiah, and 


remember his bitter Agonies and Sufferings he was to 
endure for their Sins. Thus the Paſthal Lamb for 
"ſeveral Days was to be 71 N ſor its Sufferings, to 

teach the People of God ſolemnly to prepare them- 


ſelves fot eating thereof, and therein to celebrate the 
"os Z | Memoria 
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add of the *Meſiah's Sufferings, which were 
thereby typiſſed. That four Days Separation' 'of the 
Lamb was a continua! ſtanding — preaching Pre- 


paration to the //razlites, as if God had ſaid to them, . 


Be ye alſo Jah trated from the World, and take Time 


to think. on 
Chriſt, and prepare 0 for this ſolemn Ordinance. 


| Oh whit ſhall we ay of theſe who, inſtead of four 


Days, never ſpent four Hours in ſerious Preparation 
for our great Goſpel-paſſover ! O worthy Communi- 
cant, aſſoon as you bear the Lord's Supper intimated, 
let the Lamb be tied to your Bed-polts 3 ; entertain 
the lively Meditation of your Redeemer's Sufferings, 
and beg Preparation of Heart from God for celebrat- 
ing the Memorial thereof. Was our Lord ſo long a 
Time in preparing for them, and ſhall we take no 
Pime in preparing to behold them, eſpecially when 
it is ſo highly for our Advantage ſo to do? 

We read, that the primitive Chriſtians and antient 
Fathers uſed to fit up whole Nights at Prayer before 


they approached to the Lord's Table, whith" they 


called their Vigilie. 
In this Ordinance. God makes great Propitatiihs | 


for us; he hath provided a Feaſt which hath coſt 


more than Ten thouſand Kingdoms, or a Million of 
Worlds: And ought not the Gueſts, who are ho- 
noured with an Invitation to it, to make 'great and 
ſolemn Preparation for it? Were we called to dine 
with an earthly Prince, we would dreſs ourſelves, and 


| ſee to have every Thing about us in good Order: 


But here we are called to feaſt with a holy and all- 
ſeeing God, who will infallibly ſpy out every unpre- 
pared Communicant, when be comes in to ſee the Gueſts, 
Mat, xxil. 11. 

If the Linen on the N table, or the Vel. 
ſels that contain the Elements were foul, you would 
be ready to cry out, It is a horrid Shame and Abo- 
mination to ſee them in ſuch a Caſe ; and ſo indeed it 
vould, for there ought to. be an outward Decency i 7 

theſe 


leatings of the Lamb, the Agonies of 


' 


46 D1xEcT, IV. Of Preparation, &c. 
' thele Things ; our Lord would have the very Rom in 
Order, where he was to eat the Paſſpyer, But 
it is a ſmall Crime to have a foul Cloth or Ye 
for receiving the outward Elements, in reſptſt of 
what it is to have a foul Heart, an N | 
"prepared himſelf, by ſhaving bia and 
 Je/epb prepared bhimſelf, by ſhaving bimſelf 
EOS ROD be Dre he weat in 877 Phe 
raoh ; and, wilt thou not prepare thyſelf, by putti 
thy Soul in the bolieſt Dreſs and humbleſt Laas 
when thou art to go in to the King of 1 
Earth? O Communicant, thou exceedingly w ng · 
eſt thine own Soul if thou do it not. Preparation is 
| 655 5 a 5 e 7 Man b 
aweth, . reap. He which - ſowet 4 
ſhall dy alſo ſparing) And he 7 e 
full, ſhall reap allo Jountifuly, 2 Cor. is. 6. It le 
the Duty of Parteking, as in the Duty of Praying; 
the more prepared the Heart is to pray, the greater is 
a Man's Return from Heaven, Pſal. x. 17. Thos 
wilt prepare their Heart, thou wilt cauſe thine Ear to 
hear. So in the Caſe of Receiving it may be ſaid, 
Thou wilt prepare their Heart, thou wilt cauſe thine 
N Hand to give. When God gives us a Heart pre» 
| pared for Duty, it is a Token he bath a Hand pre- 
pared for Mercy. | 364 
Hence it is, that the Lord makes that gracious 
Promiſe, P/al. Ixxxi. 10. Open thy Mouth wide and I 
will fill it. I'll enlarge my Hand as you enlarge your 
Hearts. He ſaith, as 7o/zph to his Steward, Gen, xliv, 
I. Fill the Mens Sacks with Food, as much as they can 
carry. According as a Brethren prepared Sacks 
in Number and Largeneſs, ſo did they carry Corn a- 


4 


way; and the fewer and ſmaller Sacks they bad, the 

leſs carried they away. $0 here, if you. bring pre- 

pared and enlarged Hearts to the Ordinance, you 
mall be ſupplied with as much as you can carry.. . - 
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DIRECTION V 
cafe, thet both habitual end aflual Pros 
ration is requeſue for worthy Communicating, 
$4 | 5 le. I 


1. Li Jhbitval. Preparation is neceſſary to every Com- 
H municant, that i, that he be a Believer,'s 
Man in a gracious State, furniſhed with the Graces 
of the Spirit, endued with Knowledge, Faith, Repen- 
tance, Love and new Obedience. No Man. is fit” to 
approach the Lord's Table, till he have theſe graci- 
ous Habits planted in his Soul. | He mult be a Man 
that is renewed inwardly by the Spirit of God; and 
aims at | Holineſs in all manner of Converſation, 
This new Vine muſt not be put into an old. Veſſel, ulſe 
the Wine will be ſpilt, and the Veſſel periſh. It was 
an antient Abuſe of this Sacrament, condemned by 
the Carthogeniqgn Council, to give ĩt to dead Men 
it is an Abuſe condemned dy the Word of God, to 
to give it to dead Souls, and theſe who have no ſpi- 
ritual Life, Under the Law, God did forbid the 
Offering of Sacrifices that either were 4/izd or lune, 
Mal. i. 8. and they that were ceremonially zzc/ean,could 
not keep the Paſſover. The ignorant Perſon's Sacrifice 
is ind, for he cannot give Account of his on Work: 
The Hypoarite's Sacrifice is lame, for. he halteth in 
God's Way. The prgſune Man is morally anciean, 
| andſo cannot entertain Communion with a holy. God, 
Helineſe becometh God's Houſe; and in a ſpecial Man- 
ner his Table, Hebitval Holineſs is requiſite for all 
that would be worthy Communicants. You muſt be 
holy univerſally, holy in the Frame of your Hearts, 
and in all the Actions of your List; holy in 
your Shops by Diligence and Jultice ; holy at your 
Tables by Sobriety and Thankfulneſs ; bel in 
Streets by an innocent uſeful Converſation; holy in 
your Cloſets by Prayer and Meditation. Lea, you 
mult account your whole Lives nothing but an 
Opportunity 
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Op pportunity of ſerving a holy God, and of mortify- 
ing Sin and Corruption; and this habitual Holineſs 
would diſpoſe 225 Souls for” the Acts of immediate 
Worſhip. | 
But un holy Perſons are altogether iber bob 
ſach a near Approach to God. | Hegrts full of Ran- 
- cour and Malice are not meet to come to this Feaſt 
of Love; Feet that walk in the Ways of Sin ate not 
— to tread in God's holy Place; Hands ſtained with 
jultice are unfit to handle theſe holy Myſteries 
ths that are polluted with Swearing and Evil. 
Heaking, are not fit to eat and drink the ſacred Sym- 
bols of Chriſt's Body and Blood; Eyes defiled with 
unchaſte Looks, and bewitched with the World's Vas 
nities, are anfit to look on the holy Jeſus Kart that 
entertain Reproaches of God's People, and heatken . 
not to the Counſels of his Word, are not fit to hear 
the joyful Sound of Pardon intimated at his Table 
They who. expect the King of Glory to enter into theit 
Souls at this ſolemn Occaſion, muſt have the Dobts 
thereof cleanly and pure. Unhallewed Sinners are 
not ſit to receive this hallowed Bread and Wine. Our 
Lord's Body never ſaw Corruption in the Grave, nor 
will he lodge in theſe Bodies that are as noiſom Se: 
hres, and corrupt Sinks of Sin. It lay only in a 
Virgin Womb and Sepulchre, to ſhew that he will only 
reſide in Virgin Souls, that are devoted and conſecra- 
ted to his Uſe,” and kept pure and chaſte for his Ser. 
= and do not entertain his Rivals, 1 grant in- 
Le e Thoughts will ſometimes be crowding in 
to the beſt Hearts; but if we do not entertain them, 
ſincerely ſtrive againſt them, and earneltly wiſh for bet 
ter Company, it is a Token Chrilt's Spirit hath enter- | 
ed; and is about his Work of purifying the Heart. 
If we would be NY prepared for the Lord's 
Table, we muſt be dail ly acquaint with the Work of 
Mortification and true Repentance. We muſt always 
eye Sin as our Saviour's deadly Enemy, have no Pi- 
ty on it, but my condemn ourſelves ' for every 
| "ER 
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+ babitual" Preparations \*\ | 
Tteſpaſs, inſtantly grieve: for it) look to the Blood 
of Sprinkling ſot Pardon, renew our Reſolutions to 
amend, and pray for ſpecial Strength againſt eve- 
ry particular Sin. We muſt daily meditate” on pre- 
cious Chriſt, and upon his firſt and ſecond Coming, and 
live continually in the View. of Death. And, if we 
lived thus, it would not be ſo hard to prepare our- 
ſelves for the Lord's Table. If we lived in an Habitual 
Preparation for the Day of Death, we would alſo be 
habitually prepared for the Day of Communion. Had 
we God frequently in our Thoughts, and lived con- 
ſtantly under the Senſe of his all-ſeeing Eye; on the 
Communjon-day we. ſhould find little elſe to do, 
but revive our Graces by the Exerciſe of Prayer and 
Praife, +) tre 9d 25 0 oa OCs $$ 
II. Actual Preparation is alſo neceſſary before out 
Approach to the Lord's Table. Seeing, alas, the moſt. 
Part of Chriſtians in this degenerate Age, are ſo de- 
fetive in their haditta/ Preparation for this Ordi- 
nance; they ought to be the more diligent in actual 
Preparation for it. And this doth conſiſt of a great 
many Particulars ; ſuch as, 1. Sequeſtrating ourſelves. 
from the World. 2. Self- examination. 3. Humili- 
ation for Sin. 4. Renewing our perſdnal Covenant 
with God in Chriſt. 5. Reformation of what is a- 
miſs, 6. Exciting of all the Graces to a lively Ex+ 
erciſe, 7. Meditation on the Death and Sufferings 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 8. Earneſt Prayer to God for/ Pre- 
pry and Aſſiſtance in the Work. All theſe be- 
ong to our ach Preparation. for the Lord's Supper 
_ of them I ſhall afterwards treat- more particu- 
any, meh enn 
Only I ſhall here obſerve, that both habituel an 
a7val' Preparation muſt go together, if we would bi 
worthy Communicants. We mult both have Grace 
in the Habit, and Grace in the lively Exzrci/e. All 
viſe Virgins that wait for the Coming of the Bride- 
groom, do take Care to have Oil {fill in their Vel, 
4 well an in leit Lan) + Nay; they nt fra have | 
P their 
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their Lamps burning every Day. But when a 
hear that the —— Þ 1s actually coming, then, 
in order to meet him, they do ariſe and fall afreſhto 
the trimming of their Lamps; they ſnuff them, ftir 
up the Light, and apply more Oil to make them burn 
the brighter and elenrer. And thus ought vou to do, 

O Communicant, if you would have a joyſul Meeting | 
with thy lovely Bridegroom in the Sacrament, 
if you come not with actual as well as habitual Pre- 
patation, the Sacrament may prove to you as the Sum 
mer · brooks to the thirſty Traveller, of which 
ſpeaks, Job vi. 19, 20. The Troops of Tema looted, 
the Companies of Sheba waited for them. They" were 
confounded becauſe they had hoped; they came thither and 
were aſhamed. Some come to the Sacrament with a 
Sort of actual Preparation, but have no habitual Pre- 
paration, 20 Grace in the Habit. Some again have 
abitual Preparation, but not actual Preparation; 
they want Grace in Exerciſe. Both theſe will go from 
the Ordinance as the Troops of Tema, and Compt- 
nies of Shela, diſappointed of ſpiritual Refreſument. 
If we would reap ſpiritual Advantage in this Ordi- 
nance, we mult take Care to be ready both W 
habitually and actually; for it is only ſuch that 
all ſeeing Maſter of the Feaſt wa n en as . | 
py Combbunitmants. 85 


DIRECTION vi. 


Be bined of the Greatneſs f the 85 12 
Hazard of AY Gommuni cating. 


7 are told both the one and the other 10 very 
plain Terms, 1 Cor. xi. 27, 29. Hehe | 

eth and drinketh unworthily, is guilty of the Body and 
Blood of the Lord, ,, And again, He eateth and drini- 
eth Damnation ar Fudgment to himſelf. So that we 


eee is no Ie thas * 
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unworthy Communicating.” ' "= «ox 
us Chriſt, and of being found Accomplices.of the 
eus and Soldiers, who imbrued their cruel Hands 
in the innocent Blood of the Son of God, which ig 
moſt dreadful Charge! The Hazard which this Sin 
expoſes to, is both temporal Strokes, and eternal 
Damnation. Seeing I have ſpoke of the Nature and 
Danger of this Sin, Sacr. Cat. p. io), 108, 110, 
Sc. [firſt Edit.] I ſhall ſay the leſs in this Place. 
Only, to communicate 8 is to approach 
ai 


in an unworthy- State, ot in an unſuitable Frame, ot 


with wrong Ends, When a Perſon comes to the 


Lord's Table in Ignorance, without Self- examination, 
without Grief for Sin, Love to Chriſt; or Faith in 
his Blood, and is unprepared for this ſolemn-Ordi- 
nance, then he is an unworthy Commanicant. _ 
Now, this muſt be a very hainous Sin ; for it im- 
ports your undervaluing the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as,if it were the Blood of an Inpoſtor or Maleſactor. 
For if you look on the Sufferings of Chriſt here re- 
preſented, as the Sufferings of the innocent Son of 
God, and glorious Saviour of Mankind; why do you 
not come ſuitably affected therewith, and grieved for 
your Sins that were the Cauſe thereof ? But, if you 
do not really own or regard them as ſuch, then on 
the Matter you charge Jeſus Chriſt as being the great 
eſt Inpoſtor and Criminal in the World, in declaring 
himſelf to be the Son of God and Saviour of Sinners, 
when, in your Eſteem, he was not. Ro 
Ik you ſay, Ged forbid we be guilty of this, we own 
Chriſt to be the Son of God, and the King of Glory ; 
Why then are you guilty of Treaſon, and of offer-. 
ing the greateſt Indignity to your Prince, by throw- 
ing his Picture or great Seal into a Mire, by defacing 
and defiling a Statue erected for his Honour and Re- 
membrance? For any Diſhonour done to the [mage 
or Repreſentation reflects upon the Original. What 
horrid Contempt would it be for a Subject to come 
in with naſty Cloaths and filthy Hands, and offer to 
lit down at his Sovereign's Table, and dip into = 
1 „ Di 
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Diſh with him? Now, all this and mach worſe yu¹ 
do, when you fit down unpreparedly at the Loch 
Table, and eat and drink unworthily, „ 07:11 BABE 
Nay, you are guilty hereby of the baſeſt Diſingenys 
ity, and of ſolemn Mocking of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's 
For by coming to the Lord's Table, you 7 þ 
be doing Honour to Chriſt, to be deeply affe&ed/with 
his Sufferings, and to declare your Abhorrence of 8 
that was the Cauſe thereof. Now, when there is real» 
ly no ſuch Thing, but on the contrary Sim is hugged 
and embraced; What is this but horrid Diffimulatis 
on with an all-ſeeing God? Tea, it is an acting of 
Fudas's Part over again, a betraying of the Son f Mii 
with a Kiſs, 0 190111745 lth. OG 
But, which is worlt of all, by this Sin you become 
uilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord: For as hee is 
juſtly reckoned acceſſory to a Murder, who either con. 
ſents to it, makes light of it, or that abates and ef- 
tertains the Murderers; ſo unworthy Communicants, 
who look upon the Death and Sufferings of the 80 
of God without Remorſe for their Sins that piereed 
him, nay, love and lodge theſe Traitors in their Heatts 
that betrayed and crucified the Lord of Glory, ate 
plainly acceſſory to the Zews horrid Guilt of ſneddißg 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſmt. 
It is a fearful Thing to be guilty of any Man's 
Blood, even of the Blood of a' wicked Man : But; 
how much more to be guilty of the Blood of 1 
righteous Perſon, even of the holy one of God? Simple 
Murder is a crying Sin, Cen. iv. 10. The Voice of 
' thy Brother's Blood crieth to me from the Ground. It 
cries ſo, that it gives God no Reſt, as it were, till he 
come and take Vengeance on the Shedder of it. Na- 
ture's Light taught the Barbarians, that Vengeance 
would not ſuffer a Murderer to live, Acts xxxviii- 4. Þ 
But, O what a Cry do you think the innocent Blood 
of Chriſt muſt have agel the guilty Communicant! 
It is terrible to have that Blood, which pleads for 
Sinners, crying againſt, thee, Chriſt's Bloed, ine 
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that ſlayet ha 
Thoughts of the Fews ſor their Cruelty tothe Son of 
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by Faith; /þzdks better Thinks than "the Bliod e, An 
But, when it is trampled on in the Sacrament, ittoths * = 


ſpeak and cry worſe Things than the Blood of Abel; 
it will cry for more terrible Vengeance than A, 
Blood cried for. Wo to that poor Soul firs whom 
Chriſt's Blood ſpeaks not, but Ten thouſand Woes 
to that Soul which this Blood ſpeaks —— b 
It is the worſt Kind of Treaſon to ſhed the Blood 
of an earth y Ming: But, what Wickedneſs muſt it be 
to ſhed the Blood of the Ning ' of Kingsy one- Drop 
whereof is more precious that all the Blood which e- 
yer ran in the Veins of the Kings and Princes of the 
Wotld ſince its firſt Creation! We ſee what David ſuid 
concerning the Motion for killing King Saul; Who con. 
freteh out his Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed. ant" be. 
puiltleſs '?- 1 Sam. xxvi: g. But, O'who' can be guilt- 
Teſs that ſtretches out his Hand againſt the Son of God # 
Had Zimri Peace who flew hit Maſter? cried Jezebel 
to Jehu, 2 Kings ix. 31. And; thinkeſt thou to have 
Peace, O Communicant, that goeſt to ſlay thy Maſtet 
and Redeemer too? If God declared that on him 
who flew Cain, Vengeance "ſhould be taten ſevenfold, 
Gen. iv. 7 What Vengeance ſhall be taken on him 
Jeſus Chriſt ? FHadſt thou never harſh 


God, and yet wilt thou be be guilty of worſe thyſelf? 
The 7ews cruciſied him but once, but thou, by con- 
tinuing to be an unworthy Receiver, crucifielt him 
ten; they didit ignorantly,' but thou doſt it tyow-. 
ingly. And the Time when thou committeſt this Sin, 
makes thy Guilt prodigiouſly great. Would it not 
be reckoned a Piece of the moſt barbarous Wicked - 
neſs in a s es Traveller, that was found ſtarving by 
the Way-ſide, and out of Pity taken in by'a Perſon 
given to Hoſpitality, for him to riſe up, without any . 
Provocation, and ſtab his kind Friend while he were 
entertaining him at his own Table? What a mon-: 
ſtrous Crime would this be! But, how much is 
it for you to pierce and ſtab Jeſus Chriſt, when he is 
| | I making 
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making a rich Feaſt for you, diſplaying his Banner 
of Love, and inviting you to. take. ae Ap | 
Wound! 
It was « dreadful. Curſe and Imprecation that the 
s wiſh'd againſt themſelves, Matth. xxvii. 23. His 
be en us and on our Children. And now it has gc- 
— lien upon their, Heads theſe, 1600 Years, - 
which hat made them the moſt miſerable People on 
the Face of the Earth. And, wilt thou venture, by a 
T proach to the Lord's Table, to bring the Jews 
urſe upon on thyſelf ? Nay, ſtand in Awe o this Sin 
andi dbe Curſe following on it, and fay, with David 
(when Abiſbai perſuaded him to ſlay Saul) The Lord 


forbid that 1 et ftretch forth my "is and OT the 


Lord's Anointed. So, when Satan or thy own Heart 
_ perſuade thee to be igt in thy Self-examings 
al in thy Humiliation for Sin, and careleſs i 
— ation for this Ordinance, that thou mi che 
be guilty of the Body and Blood of the 5 
Confcience then cry out, Cod forbid that 1 . 
reich out my Hand againſt Feſus Chriſt the Lord's Anoints 
el. How can I do this Wi cleduaſt, ad fo n againſt Gs 
and wrong my own Soul? | 

O Communicant, if thou venture on this borrld 4 
Crime, God will remember it againſt thee, and make 
it bitter to thee another Day in another Place, if Mere - 
ey prevent not. As Reuben told his Brethren when 
. they were in Diſtreſs,, Gen. xlii. 22. Spoke I not unt 


_ © you; ſaying, Sin not againſt. the Child, and ye would not 


bear? therefore, behold, his Blood is required, So, if 
thou approach to the Lord's Table in Sin, or ita 
formal Way, and without Preparation, then look for 
it, when Affliction, Sickneſs or Death comes, or at 
leaſt-in the other World, that Conſcience will fly in 
28 — and ſay, Spal⸗ J nat unte *** ſoying, Do 
ainſt the holy Child Jeſus, aud thou wouldſt not 
yay ? therefore, behold, his Blood is required at i 
Hande. And 0 what wilt thou do in ſuch an * 


 pmvorthy — 
If thou wouldſt prevent ſuch * Challen er take 
heed to thy Preparation, and notice. the Frame oft 
Heart, Remember, God will take"exa@t Notke what. 
Reſpect thou haſt to the Body and Blood of his Sen, 
and how thou prepareſt to receive it, Mr. XII. 1 
12, 13. And when the King came in to ſeq the Gu 
 befawt + Man which had not on a Well 

ment. Chrift' obſerves all theſe that come his 
Table ; and, if there be but one unprepared, Fo = 
not eſcape. his Eye, be the Number or Crowd ne 
ſo great, "He'06/orves with what Appetite thou goeſt 

to this beavenly Feaſt ; he obſervet with what Ke. 


ties againſt Sin for Time to come, thou goelt for Pat. . 


don of Sins paſt! He notices, O Communicant, t. 
if thou goeſt to this Goſpel-Ordinance in a Galſpel- 
Order. And, wilt thou dare to trample on the Blood 
of the Son of God, as the Blood of a MalefaQot, aud 
even when he himſelf ſtands by andTooketh on Will 
not the Senſe of his piercing Eye overaye you ut fach 
a Time? | Surely, if in any Time of thy Life thou 
wouldſt be extraordinarily ſerious, this ought to be 
the Seaſon. Now thou oughtelt to prepare ſo ſor 
this Feaſt, that the Maſter of it may fee thou art 
watchful of his Eye, tender of his Honour, and fear- 
ful of his Anger. Forget not what was the Pate of 
that Man who came to the Wedding Feaſt withont a 
Wedding-garment ; when the Xing. challenge! bim, 
he was n and his Sentence 1 Hing bin 
Hand a Fr oof, . take him away, and caſt bim” into 
utter Darkneſs; ; ther: Bal be Weeping a l 
ef Teeth, 

Remember alſo 5920 fri Orders were given con- 
cerning Mount Sinai, when God ſolemnly a ppeare on 
it; if a Beal did but teuch it, "it was 92 Hricten 
thro” with a Barr. And, wilt thon venture to * 
the Table of the Lord with a beaſtly Heart, a Heart 
poſſeſſed with brutiſh Luſts ? Mayſf thou not fear to 
be ſtricken thro' with a Dart of God's Wrath? 
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Swe read of ſome, as the Emperor Henry, and 
ope Victor II. that were poiſoned with the Sacras 
went, by the Wickedneſs of the Prieſts, who mingled 
Poiſon with the Bread and Wine. Didſt thou, 0 
Communicant, apprehend that the Bread and Wine 
before thee were poiſoned, would not the very Suſpi- 
cion make chee tremble. to eat and drink of it? Well, 
thau art an unwarthy Receiver, there is Poiſon ia 
it to thy Soul, and thou haſt Ground to cry to the 
Miniſter, as the Sons of the Prophets did to £1i{pg, 
'2 Kings iv. 40. O thou Man of God, there is Death in 
"the. Pot ; there is Poiſon in the Bread, there is Wrath - 
in the Cup: How ſhall 1 partake, till this Meal be 
ſanctiſied to me, and my Soul ſanctiſied for it; 
Our Lord makes a Queſtion, Luke xi. 11. Ja Son 
40 Bread of his Father, will he give him a Stone ?. No; 
he will not deal ſo with a Son, that comes to his 
Table /incerely to ſeek Bread for his hungry Soul; but 
with an Enemy that comes unpreparedly, to him he will 
ive a Stone inſtead of Bread. Unworthy Receiving 
makes a Trani c here, it changeth the Bread 
into a fene; ſo that it will no more nouriſh thy 
Soul, than a Stone would do thy Body: Nay, like a 
Stone, it will choke and kill thee, if the Phyſician of 
Souls, do not prevent, it. Ego nf 5% atlf; vi Roms J 
We are told by the Apoſtle, that unworthy Recei 
ing brings on temporal Judgments, as well as ſpiritugf 
and eternal. It brings on Sickneſs and Mortality ds 
our Bodies, 1 Cor. xi. 30. Far this Cauſe mam are 
weak and ſickly among you, and many ſleep.. And ſome 
think it was the Peſtilence or ſome ſuch mortal Diſ- 
temper that the Corinthians unworthy Receiving. did 
bring on them. Well, let us think on this; ſurely, 
if ever the Peſlilence come into Scotland, we may 
look on unworthy Communicating as a chief Cauſe of 
this deſolating Stroke. "4 
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. What a great Riſk then, o Sinner, doſt thon run, 
when thou. ventureſt to this holy Table without any 
Preparation? Thou even runneſt upon the * 
7 k G 5 


+5 unworthy. e 01G 
againſt thyſelfl. Thou maylt; juſtly Speck that God 
will turn it into fuch a Feaſt to thee, as Belſbazzar's | 
was to him, who in the Time thereof ſaw ee Hand 
upon . the Wall writing his Condemnation, Jo that -his 
Fi" was, changed, his Thoughts troubled him, and 
his Knees [mote one againſt another. In this Ordinance 
you make 2 "ry near Approach to God, that is. in- 
faitely holy, and who is terrible. from his haly Place. 
The nearer God's Altar, the Fire of Divine Jealouſy 
burns the hotter: And a wrong Touch or Look at 
ſuch a Time is criminal, and may coſt you dear. 
The Lord ſmote Uzza dead for one raſh Touch which 
he gave the Ark; he ſmote 50,000 of the Men of 
Bethſhemeſb for an irreverent Look into the Ark; he 
devoured with Fire from Heaven Nadab and Abihis 
for offering ſtrange Incenſe at his Altar: And what 
he may do to thee for a raſh Approach to his holy 
Table, none can tell. God may make thee a Monu- 
ment of Wrath where thou fitteſt, ſtrike, thee dead 
with the Bread in thy Mouth, or Cup in thy Hand 
And, if it be otherwiſe, thou wilt be highly indebted 
to the Divine Patience for ſparing the. 
And indeed, we have Cauſe to be aſtoniſhed at the 
matchleſs Goodneſs and Long-ſuffering of God, inſuf- 
fering ſo many Thouſands of vile Murderers to live 
ſo long in his World, and that he ſhould ſuffer them 
to approach his Table, and to wound and ſtab his 
dear Son oyer and over again, when he hath Flames 
and Vengeance ay Command, and can more eaſily. 
cruſh them all, than we can do a Moth; and,-whicft - 
is yet more, that he ſhould unto ſuch Murderers make 
and repeat his Offers of that Blood which they have 
ſpilt, to waſh them from the Guilt of ſhedding it. And 
mo it is this, and nothing but this, which is able 
to do it. NS ON A 2 
But, tho' God be patient and mercifal, he will = 
bear always with ſuch Criminals ; no, he hath many 
ſpiritual and inviſible Judgments, which he inflicts 
2 H * upon 
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58 Dixzer. VI. Of he Sn , Ke. 
upon them; he makes featful Preacher upon theilt 
Souls. He frequently: lets Toofe Satan againſt them, 
ſo that Satun mer in with the Sop. And, how ſear- 
ful a Thing is it, for the Devil to be permitted to en- 
ter into a Man or Woman, and to do it even at the 
Lord's Table, ſo that the Man riſes up from this ho- 
ly Table with more Eagerneſs after his Luſts, and 
with more Reſolution and Strength to do the DbviPs 
Service, than before ? And thus the Table e IU 
becomes the Tible of Devils, and 3 of the Lord 
, the Cup» Devils, to ſach Perſons, And, ſhould God 
alſo let Tooſe Satan againſt their Bodies, as upon n. 
das after the Sop, what terrible Havock would be 
make among unworthy Communicants ? How fear- 
fully would de revenge the Blood of Chriſt? Mas) 
Communibn-tables would he turn into Golpothas at 
Acellamat, Places of Skulls and Fields of Rodl. 
As the ſweeteſt Wine becomes the ſharpeſt Vinegar, 
ſo Communion-love, when abuſed, brings the ſoreſt 
Wrath, The Death and Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt ure 
the moſt ſerious and awful Things that can be . 
ſented in the World, and therefore not to be daſſſed 
with. The Blood of Chriſt is the 'moſt precious 
Thing in the World, and therefore a Drop cunnot 
be ſpilt without a Cry for Vengeance. And, have - 
not the beſt of ns, alas, Ground to fear we have con» 
tracted much of this Guilt? Were our Hearts never 
Bard, our Affections dead, our Spirits carnal, and 
our Minds wandering, when we have ſit down at the 

| Lord's Table? Nay, have we not all Reaſon to ct 
with David, Pfal. li. Deliver me from Blood-giiltineſs, 
© God, thou Cod of my Salvation, and my Tongue bal 
Fung aloud of thy "ry i, ra ? Ovught we not all 
- carefully to guard and earneſtly to pray againſt this 
crying Sin, and ſo prepare ourſelves for this ho 
Table, that we may not poiſon our precious 80 
with that choice Cordial, which is intended for our 

 Health'and eternal Welfare? | . 
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2 *7 3 oy, to & 
Hen we God the Time af this Thos Approach 
drawing near, ſeparate pourſelveſ fromthe World, 
_ ſet earthly. Thoughts aſide, that you mayrthe bet- 
ter apply yourſelves to the ſpiritual Work xon have in 
Hand. Under the Law; the Jews ages; Tyr ona 
ing the Paſſover at the * in to Gaſes, 
Mun. ix. either if they had touched e led Body, or 
were in @ Journey. The firſt made a Man anclean; fo 
that he behoved not to meddle with that holy Ode 
nance, till he were cleanſed according to the inſſitut · 
ed Method, which took up ſame Time to do it. The 
ſecond made him unfit, in regard his Mind and 
Thoughts would be diraftod ay with the Buſineſs of 
his Journey, that he could not be ina compoſed 
Frame ſor keeping the Paſſover: His Heart would be 
unfixed and diſturbed with worldly Thoughts, 
There are not a few/who ſeem to think, iſ they be 
free from a dead Body, i. e. if they be not defiled with. 
ſome groſs. or ſcandalous Sin, they are fit-enpygh' for 


the Sacrament ; and that they may approach to it, 


tho' they have their Hearts in Fournies travelling up 
and down after their worldly Affairs. No, be nat 
miſtaken: A Journey unſits Fon for the Golpel- paſſo- 
ver, as well as a dead Body ; a journeying 
Heart, as well as a notour Defilement by any groſs 
Sin, - If you would be worthy Receivers, yburmult . 
be abſtracted from the Cares and Vanities" of this 
lower World, and ſeek after a ſtayed, ſpiritnal and 


heavenly Frame of Heart. Be not 38 Men: in 2 Jour- 
vey 
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60 Dix. VII. Of Sequeſtrating 
ney when ye come to the Lord's Table, but lay aſide 
all wandring and earthly Thoughts; for, if you har. 
= bour theſe about ſuch a Time, you will not be in caſe 
== to anſwer the Apoltle's Rule, 1 Car. vii. 35, Attend 
1 upon the Lord without Diſtract ion. 
We are told, that in the Tenple f Jeruſalem, not- 
withſtanding of the great Abundance of Fleſh Her- 
- © fliced in it, not one Fly was to be ſeen ſtirring there, 
And ſo it ſhould be with us at the Sacrament, not 3 
424 oh earthly or wandring Thong ht ſuould be allow: 
ed to bug or ſtir there. Now, if theſe Flies be not 
driven away before-hand, they will ſurely peſter you 
in the Temple, and trouble you; when! you have molt 
2 they will mar the Duty, and corrupt 
the Sacrifice, as that grievous Swarm: of Flies, (meg: 
tioned, Fxod. viii. 24.) did the Land of Eg. 
It is a ſnrewd Sign then, that theſe who bripgicanth- _ 
Ix and wandring Hearts with them to the Loge 
Table are Eęyptians, not true Hraelites; ſeting they 
have the Egypt lan Plague bf Flies upon them. Ip the 
ecited Place we are told, that there came a grievous 
Swarm of FPlles into the: Houſes of Pharaaſ and bis 
Servnnts, and into all the Land of Eg, ſo that 12 
Land was cotrupted thereby: but in the Land aH 
ben, where the /raelites dwelt, there were ub 


dere the Seh, 
Flies. So, if ye would be worthy: Commupnieants, 
ye ſhould be at the Sacrament, like the Mpaalites in 
Goſben, free of / that Egyptian Plague of Flies; ye muſt 
not have Swarms of earthly Thoughts to trouble you 
there with” their buzzing Noiſe and Importunity. 
And the only. Way to be free of them, is to drive 
them away timeouſly before, and purge your. Hearts 
df earthly: A ffectionns 4 
Fou ought to do as Abraham, when he was called 
God to ſacrifice //aac on Mount Mariah, Gen. xx. 
'4, 5. When be ſaw the Place afar off, he: ſaid #0 lit 
young Men," Abide you here with the Afſ5, and I aud the 
Tad vill go yonder and worſhip, and come again unf 
% Abraham knew, if they had gone alongſt wo 
Rin; 
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the Sacrifice with any Freedom und einne 
Spirit; therefore, when he ſaw the Place afar off, he 
orders them to ſtay behind. The ſame ſhould we be 
doing with dur worldly Affairs when we ſee the Time 
afar off, and much more when we ſee the Time ap- 
proaching and at Hand: Then we ſhould give ſtrid 


Orders to all out earthly Thoughts and Buſineſs to 


ſtand aſide, ànd not only not. to go to the Mount 


with us; but dot to go to our Cloſets and retiring | 


Places with us. - Poſſibly at ſch a Time ſome Affair 


to be conſidered; but treat all ſecular Avocations, is 
' Nehenidh" did Sanballat and Ceſbem, when they ent 


—— 
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him, they would have ſo diſturbed him with their 
Clamour and Noiſe, that he could not have oſſered 


of Importance may offer to thy Mind, and require 


to him, Neb. vi. 2. ſaying, Come let us meet together 


in ſome one 'of the Villages, &c. But mark how be 


anſwers them, 5. 3. And 1. ſent: Meſſengers 12 them, 


fajing, I om doing a great Work,' ſo that I cannot come 
drun : Why ſhould the Work teaſe; whilſt I leave it and 
come down to "you ? And'tho'-theſe Companions had 
ſo round and peremptory an Anſwer, yet they were 
importuning him ſtill, v. 4. Let they ſent unto me four 
"Times ofter this Sort. But he ſtill anſwered: them in 
the ame Manner. Thus it will be with a Man uhen 
he begins to ſequeſtrate himſelf for actual Preparati- 
on for the Sacrament ; this and the other Buſineſa 
will be calling upon him, that it may be conſidered 
and attended: But let your Anſwer be, I am. doing a 
great Work, Ian preparing myſelf” for the Sacrament, I 


cannot wait upon you ; Why ſhould the Work of Prepara- 


tiou ceaſe whilſt I leave it and attend upon you ?: And 
tho? they havnt and importune you many Times af- 
ter this Sort, yet {till anfwer them in the ſame Man- 
ner: E i * 1 1 TA Stones * , ” 


_ Likewiſe, remember how Nehemiah treated theſe 


Merchants that violated: the Sabbath, Neb, xili- 19. 
When it began to be dark before the Sabbath, I commaen- 
ded the Gates to be Hut, and charged that they 

' a Laſs not 
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62 Dixzor; Vi Of Sepuſhewing 
en the Sabbath : an ſome. Ge 
Servants I. {et at tie G. Do ſo with your, worl 
Affairs, ſhut up the Gates of your Hearts | 
them, and let them not be opened till all the Duties 
of the ſolemn Occaſion be ended. Perbape, like theſe 
Menchantt, they will be bovering about the Gates for 
Entrance: And therefore; ſet Conſciance to watch at 
the Gate; teſti againſt them, rebuke and threaten 
"them as Nehemiah did. Let thy Spirit in &holy In- 
dignation riſe againſt them, check and chaſe them 
from you, as coming moſt ena to the A 
and Prejudice of thy precious Soul. 
Ng: As" our Saviour ſays about Prayer, Mal. vl vi. 
Tauer inn thy Cloſet, 44 when thou baſt. Hut thy 955 
Fruy; ſo may I fay concerning Preparation for the 
Sacrament, Enter into thy Cloſet, and, when thou 
haſt nut thy Door, prepare thyſelf by Meditation, 
Self-examination, and Prayer ; and eſpecially ſhut 
the Doors of thy Heart againſt ſecular. Cares and 
. (earthly Thoughts about thy Bulineſs, and then ſet 
upon the Work. The Work is fo weighty, that it 
requires all thy Thoughts to be employed about it: 
It concerns you to put your Squl in the ſame Order 
and State, as if God were calling you to ſurrendert 
to him by Death; and, if yau be not ready to de, 
neither are you to receive the Sacrament, All Com- 
municants ſhould be in ſuch a Poſtpre; as our Lord 
directs, Lute xii. 35, 36. Let your Loins be ginded 4+ 
boot, and your Lights-burning ; and ye. yourſe 51 like 
"unto Men that wait for. their Lord, — that when be 
cometh and knocketh, you may open to him immediately. 
Now, if your Hearts be incumbred with worldly 
Things, you cannot be in Caſe to anſwer this/ Direc- 
tion; you cannot be in a fit attentive Poſture to meet 
with, and wait upon, the Maſter of the Feaſt. 0 
Communicant, would(t thou have this Ordinance com- 
fortable ? ſay then ſometime before it, Farewel my 
"Wife and Children. Friends and ſecular: Concerns; | 


abide you here at the Foot of the Mount : Be bulbs: 
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| ballats and Ceſbemt; they open the Gates on the very 
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dcdaurſelvet from the Mm. Og 
ind mortified, all irregular Paſſions and A ffectlons ß 
you are a Clog to my Soul, I have ſomething ele q 
do than attend you. TAN . Aim 
It is moſt lamentable to conſider how many come 
to the Sacrament in ſuch an unprepared Manner. 
Many are in their 7ournies when they ſit don at the 
Lord's Table; many, Byyptian-like, are environ- 
ed with a Swarm of Flies,” 'wandring and Z 
Thoughts; many bring their Servants and Aſſes to 
the very Mount of Sacrifice; many leave the Lord's 0 
Work in the very Middle, to meet with their San- — 


Sacrament-day to their Merchants: Nay, the Word 
is both in their Hearts and Mouths about this ſolemn 
Occaſion, 27 r 
If we ſhould aſk the Queſtion at many Communi- 
cants, which our Lord aſked the two Diſciples he o- 
vertook going to Emmaus, Luke xxiv. 17. What Mun- 


ner of Communications are theſt that yr huue one to an- 


ther, as ye wall by the may? What Manner of Con- 
ference and Communications were theſe ye hall to- 

ether, when ye went home from the Preparation 
. ? nay, theſe ye had the very Morning as ye 
walked together to the Church to receive the Sacra- 
ment? How aſhamed would many Communicants be 
to tell what paſt amongſt them! There are many who _ 
could not .anſwer with theſe two Diſciples, v. 29. 
Concerning Jeſus of Nazareth; we were talking con- | 
cetning a crucified Feſus, our lovely Redeemer; con- : 
cerning the Advantage of meeting with him in the 
Sacrament, and the ion needful for that End. 


Nay, it is to be feared, the Anſwer of many would 


be, if they ſhould be ingenuous, We were talking a- 
bout our Corn, Cattle, Merchandiſe, Families, Re- 
lations, c. theſe Things, alas, many bring in their 
Mouths to the very Church-doors. But ſhould we 
ſearch more narrowly, and propoſe another Queſtion; 
What Manner of Thoughts were theſe vun ventertained _ 


that -Night, or that Morning, before the Sacrament? * | 


Oh, 


8 | +14 WS | REEL * 

6% Dix er. VII. Concerning 

Oh, the World would cry, H and: Shame on the. 

Thoughts of many if they were known. Well, te- 

member it, our All- ſeeing Lord knows them: all, a ' 

you may expect he will anſwer you accordigꝝ to the . 

 dols of your Hearts. O purge your Hearts from vain, 
Thoughts, and ſequeſter yourſelves from worldly Bu- 
ſineſs, if you would rightly prepare for this Ordi- 
nance, and profit in partaking of it. 2 41 


\ PIRECTION WIL» 
Set ſome Time or the "Wark "of Self. | 


examination before you approach tothe Lords. 
A o 
FT His is a Duty indiſpenſibly neceſſary unto wor- 
1 thy Partaking, 1 Gor. xi. 28. But let a Man 
examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that Bread, and 
drink of that Cup. The Word which the A poſtle u- 
ſeth here, ox r, ſigniſies 4 diligent and nor- 
row Search into the Nature and Properties of a Thing, 
as a Goldſmith proves the Goodneſs of his Metal. it 
lies in a cloſe and free Communing +with our own 
Hearts, by fiſting our Souls before the Tribunal f 
Conſcience, and bringing our State and Actions to 
be tried there by the Rule of God's Word. + Selen. 
amination is a reflex Act of the Mind;Whereby we turn 
our Eyes backward, and take a View of our bypaſt 
Life ; and alſo inward, in order to ranſack the State 
of our Hearts, and the Principles and Scope of our 
Actions, by 2 ſuch Queſtions to ourſelves as 
theſe, What have we been doing? Wherein have ue of- 
fended? What are we doing now ? Where am I, and 
whither do I deſign to go ?. What ſhall I do to be ſaved? 
Wherewithal ſhall I appear before the Lord? This Du- 
ty ſuppoſes a ſerious Pauſe of the Soul, an Arreſting 
of the Thoughts, and an Awakning of our Powers 
and Faculties to be attentive in this Work, that we 
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may proceed with all Calmneſs and Serenity, Seriouf+ | 
neis 


and Deliberation in a Matter ſo important, that 


we may find out the Truth of our State, the Since- 
8 


our Performances, the -Corruptions of our 
Heants, and Enormities of our Lives. And this 


muſt be an exact and impartial Search. A general 


Survey of ourſelves will not ſuffice to diſcover Things 


as they really are; for Satan and our own Hearts are 


very deceitful, and ready to impoſe upon us in this 
Matter: Therefore we muſt be very faithful and par- 


ticular in our Examination before the Sacrament, 
and not fiſt in Generals, or content ourſelves with a 


ſuperficial Enquiry. Some at ſuch an Occaſion act 
like Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. ii. 3, 5. 1 have dreamed 
a Dream, (ſays he) but the Thing is gone from ne: 
So ſay ſome, I have ſmned, I have come ſhort ; but 
ſcarce can tell wherein, when put to it. 


I you would deal faithfully in this Work, you muſt / 


retire from the World, and ſummon yourſelves to the 


Bar of your own Conſciences, accuſe yourſelves plain- 
ly, and try yourſelves impartially by the Laws of 


Heaven regiſtred in the holy Scriptures. And, if ye 
would have a juſt Sentence proneunced concerning 
your State and Ways, then ye muſt in the firſt Place 
ook up to God for Light, Direction and Aſhſtance ; 
and then you muſt excite and awake Conſcience to 
do its Office, and to ſpeak and judge for God: For 


tho' a judge be on the Bench, yet if he be deaf, dumb 


or aſleep, he cannot judge. Conſcience then muſt 


be rouzed up, and charged to act faithfully ; and you 


ſhould pray to God for a lively and tender Conſei- 
ence, that will give juſt and impartial Judgment. A 
deaf Conſcience that hears nothing, a dumb Conſcience 
that /peaks nothing, a ſleepy Conſcience that feels no- 


thing, is the greateſt Plague in the World. But O it 


is a great Mercy to have a waking and tender Con- 
ſcience, that will faithfully do its Office in the Duty 
of Self- examination, eſpecially before a Sacrament. 


\ 


1 3 


"I 1 2 > 


66 Dix Ee. VII. Gneerning 
This Duty is abſblutely neeeſſbry; for wirhaut i 
we cannot know how it is with us, we canhot'kndw 
our Plagues aud Miſęries, our Defects and Neeeſſ 
ties; and, till ſaith Time as we know theſe, we will 
neither value nor apply the Remedy provided: for us 
in the Sacrament. ' Nay, we will be ready to miſtake 
our Condition, and think we are in a good State, 
that we have true Grace, when really we have it not. 
There is much counterfeit Grace in the World, and 
many are deceived therewith: Yea, there is no Grace 
but what bath its Counterfeit.” What did Moſes for a 
Time, but the Egyptian Sorcerers did the like? Did 


= - N 
IF 
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Moſes turn the Waters into Blood? ſo did they. Did 


Moſes bring Frogs on the Land? fo did they. And 
the Magicians Blood and Frogs ſeemed as real, as 
© . theſe produced by Maſes; and yet they were nothing 
but Counterfeits' and external Appearances. 80 there 
is nothing a true Chriſtian hath or can do, but Hypo- 
critet may have and do the ſame as to outward Ap- 
pearance. Therefore it is neceſſary we bring ont 


Graces and Duties to be weighed in the Balance of 


the Sanctuary. . 

O Communicants, would ye know how Matters are 
with you now, and how it is like to fare with you for 
ever ? Would ye have your Hearts affected with your 
Condition, and made acquaint with Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Would ye have a Viſit from Chriſt at his Table? 
Would ye have Grace quickned, and your Wants ſup- 
plied? Would ye be worthy Receivers, and prevent 
your eating and drinking your own Damnation? Then 

examine yourſelves before ye approach. Many a Chri- 
ſtian em declare, that the Time of their ſearching 
themſelves in their younger Years, in order to pre- 
pare for the Lord's Table, was the very Time their 
Hearts were firſt engaged to. Jeſus Chriſt and ſerious 
Godlineſs. O wherefore is it that there are ſo many 
dead and formal Communicants ? Why ſo many hard- 
hearted and impenitent Sinners, who could never yet 


be brought to mourn for their Sins, or turn from 
| . them 


. 
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them to God and Holineſs ? The Reaſon is age oY 
God's Word, Jer, vili. 6. Lan. iii. 40. Hal. exix. 
59. They are Sttangers to the Duty of Self · exami - 


If, you "gol to examine yourſelves, remember 

you have to d with an All-ſecing and Heart-ſearch- 
ing God, who will not fail to examint and find out 
every careleſs and unworthy Communicant to bis at- 


ter Shame and Conſuſion, Chriſt, whoſe Eyes lte as 
4 Flame of Fire, will certainly come in and ſte: the 
Gueſts; and, when he comes, he will look narrawly 
upon them: And, tho! the Houſe be full of Gueſts, 


he will ſpy out one Man that wants a Medding : garment, 
Mat, xxli. 11. In a great Crowd or Multitude, one 
ſingle Man might think» to ſculk and not he ſound 
out; but we ſee that not one Man. can eſcape his 


piercing Eye: Far leſs then can ferty, Mi or àn bun- 


red unworthy Communicants think to eſcape in one 
of our Congregations. . Again, Remember what was 
the Fate of the Man that came to the Fealt without 
the Wedding-garment. | In the firſt Place, we ſee dur 


Lord not only ſpied and ſingled him out, but he eka - 


mined him alſo- The Man had come withbutexa- 


mining himſelf before hand, whether he had this Wed- 


ding-garment or no: but God ſmartly examined him. 
Sc that we ſee, theſe who will not be at the Pains and. 


Trouble to examine themſelves, God will enamine 
them to Purpoſe: Yea, it will be ſuch an Examinati- 


on, as the chief Captdin commanded Paul to be eka - 


mined with, Acts xxii. 24. biz. that he ſhould be exa- 


mined by ſcourging. Every Queſtion ani Intarrogato- 
ry that God will put to a Sinner, of an unn 

Communicant, will have a Laſh or Sting alongſt wi 
it. What a /contging Queſtion did he put to this Man 
Mat. xxii. 12. Friend, how cuneſt ton 5s ber, hor 


| baving a Wedding-getment'? It was ſo:ſharp, it drew - 


Blood of his Conſcience; nay, it and con- 


founded him, for it is ſaid; He was ſperchiaſt. Friend, 


ſays he, why ? thou profeſſelt thyſelf to be Fo 
Abs | Q 
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of Chriſt, and doſt aſſociate thyſelf with his Fynn; 
but in thy Heart thou art an Enemy to Chriſt, a TH- 
tor that cometh to ſtab him under the fifth Rib: Ther. 
fore bind him Hand and Foot, and take him awiy,' "We, 
v. 13. In the mean Time, the Man is ſpeechleſs, 
Chriſl-condenned, and ſelf-condemned ; he had nothing 
to ſay againſt the Juſtice, of the Sentence. The Man 

> 
* 
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that comes without a Wedding-garment on his 4 
ſhall not go without Chains and Fetters on bis Feet, 
his Handt, yea, on his Heart, his'Will, his Conſctente, 
and his whole Soul. Better for the Man to have ex- 
amined himſelf; and ſo to have prevented this terribp 
Examination and Sentence. 
God's Queſtions to unworthy Receivers will be non- 
pluſſing and confounding. / Conſider theſe ſtinglug In- 
terrogatories, %. i. 12. Mo hath required this"tt 
your Hand, to. tread my Courts? Pſal. I. 16. What hat 
thou to do to take my Covenant in thy Mouth ? Jer. vi. 
9, 10. Will ye fleal, murder, commit Adultery,” and wlk 
_ after other gods, and come and ſiand before ne in"this 
Houſe ? 'Theſe be ſcourging Examinations, that fetch 
© Blood at every Stroke; and you may look for it, chat 
God will come and examine thee thus, either by n 
awakned Conſcience in this Life, or at a dying Hour, 
or aſſoon as thou entreſt into Eternity: And ud m 
abide the Day f his coming! Now, the Way 90 05 
vent ſucli an Examination, is to examine yourſelves: 
For, 5 ue wonld judge ourſelves, we ſhould not be jus 
ed. David did not fear God's Examination," when 
he had examined himſelf ſincerely before-hand;; nay, 
with a humble Confidence he doth appeal to God to 
ſearch him, Pſal. cxxxix. 23, 24. Search me, OO, 
and know' my Heart, try ne, & c. Wouldſt thou pre- 
vent the Terror of God's Search, then put ſearching 
Queſtions to yourſelf- before-band, and ſee how Mat- 
ters are with your Soul. It is better to have Conſei- 
ence awakened to ſearch thee now, than to have it 
awak ened in Hell, where there is no Place ſor Repen - 
tance. | n e 
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This is a Duty incumbent, not only on natural 
unrenewed Men, and upon theſe who were not at the 


Lord's: Table before, but even upon the beſt of Men, 
and theſe who have communicate frequently. We | 


can never. be too fare abont our Soul's Eſtate ; be- 
ſides, we daily contract new Guilt, are liable to new 
Decays, zew Wants, new Burdens and - Grievances: 
And therefore the beſt have Need to examine them - 
ſelves every Time they repair to this holy Feaſt, but 
much more they who were never there before. 
Now there are ſeveral Things you ought to en- 
quire into at ſuch a Time, 1. The State and Condi- 
tion of your Souls. 2. Your Sins and Shortcomings. 
3. Your Wants and Neceſſities. 4. Your Ends and 
Deſigns. F. Vour Graces and Qualifications. 
I have diſeourſed all theſe Points very fully in my 
Sacromental Catechiſm, from Page 117. to Page 210. 
[Firſt Edit. ] to which the Reader is reſerred. Some 
few Things more I ſhall add here; 
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- Seeing this'boly Feaſt belongs only to the Children 
of God, and thefe that are Strangers have no Right to 
it, it higly concerns all that deſign to approach to the 
Lord's Table to examine what State they ate in, As 
the Lord cried to Adam in the Garden, Adam, where art 
thay ? So do thou cry to thy Soul, O my Soul, where art 
thou? Art thou in the broad Way, or in the narrow ? 
Whether art thou in Satan's or in Chriſt's Catnp ? 


e 


Whether under a Covenant of Works, or a Covenant 


of Grace; under à Cloud of Wrath, or a Banner of 
Love? In a ſpecial Manner, there are two important 
Queſtions that every Communicant ſhould much think 
upon; | Whoſe um and, Whom ſerve 1? Happy is 
the Man that can anſwer both thefe Queſtions with 
Paul, As wg 23 Tt ir God, whoſe I an, and 
von T ſerve." It is not the Devil, it is not the World, 
it 15 not my Luſts; but God, whoſe I am, and —.— 

I ſerve. 


| 


/ 


rve- | Surely. Paul in this Condition, tho“ a bor 
ed Priſoner; Was happier; than Ge/ar himſelf;.2o 
Abbe Bar he was then going. Alas, it is to'be-ſtared, 
—— are many Communiennts, if they houly/anfne 
foreſaid Queſtions) truly, might ſay, It is not 
God, but the Devilj ar the World. or fleſbly Luſt, 
Wee am, and hom A ſerve. G, Land, piey aui, 
and open their Eyes, to ſee» what. f Maſters und bad 
Service they are eee, aue, 8 deliver them ſpredily 
. from their Bondage. + % 9408 STO ag 
Look then to youſthves} ine your State, and 
ſee if you be among thaſe who have a Right to this 
ſacred Meal. Have ydu theſe Characters? 
I. Are you Prieſts to God? Under the Law, it ws | 
not lawful for any 10 eat of the Sheto-bread- but che 
Prieſts, Mark ii. 26, ſo, undet the Goſpel; none have 
«Right to cat of this conſecrated N dut theſe v 
pertain to the /þiritual Prieſthoed. Try then if ye be 
Prieſts to God. 1. Are yau ſet a _ ng dedicated 
to God, by your own Conſent and voluntary Relig- 
nation ? 2. Are you related to the great High · prieſt 
of the Church, Jeſus Chriſt, and do you pertain to his 
I 3. Are you conſecrated to God, py being 
waſhed in Chriſt's Blood? Rev, ic 5, 6. He 1 7 
ws, 7 8 us in bis. Bload, Pay bath de us Prieſts 
unto G 4 Do you offer up to. Gp the | 
- rl ia of Prayer and Praiſes ? , Heb, Kili, 258. 

Do you preſent the Sacrifice of Chrift's 2 and 

erits in the Hand of Faith to Divine Juſtice; when- 
ever you find yourſelves accuſed by 17 Law or chal- 
lenged by Conſcience? Well then, if yon have theſe 

Marks of Prieſts, it is lawful for you to come "or Ww 
of this holy Shew-bread. 

II. Are you Members of God's Family - and 
Houſhold ? then have you a Right to this precious 
Food : For Chriſt's Fleſh; and Blood in the Sacrament 
is the Food that God provides for thoſe of his on 
Houſhold; not for Strangers and Foreigners, not 


for Dogs or profane Perſons, Mat. xv. 26. dt 1s = 
mee 
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neet (faith ont Lord) to- ue the Childrens Broad, and 
to cf it to Dogs. Are yo Children of the Family? 
then may you eat of the Houſhold-· proviſion! But 
ah, may fone 115 How ſhall we be numbered among 
the Children ? Have ye Faith iu a Redeemer then 
are ye among the Children, Cal. iii. 26. Le are all 
the Children of God, by Faith in Chriſt Feſus.” Are ye 
born in his Houſe ? Is there a faving Change wrongde 
upon you? Have you the Natures of Children ? Are 
ye Friends of Chriſt, and fincere Well-wiſhers to him, 
his Family and Intereſt in the World? then you have 
Right to the Childrens Bread. ernten 

III. Oobſerve the Characters of theſe who were ad- 
mitted to ext of the Paſſover in Ezra's Time, Ezra vi. 
21. And the Children of Iſraeſ who were come again j 
of Captivity, and all ſuch ay had ſeparated themſelves 
from the Filtbineſt of the Heathen of the Land, to ſeck. 
the Lord God of Iſrael, did eat. Now, there are three 
Characters of theſe antient Partakers mentioned; 

1. They were ſuch of the //7aelites as were come"out 
sf Captivity ; for, while they 1 in Babhylbn, 
they did not cat the Paſſover. Well, try yourſelves 
if you be among Chriſt's ranſom'd Caprives, deliver- 

ed from the Bondage of Satan, the reigning Power of 
Sin, and 2 of your Luſts. | ; 

2. They were ſuch as had ſeparated themſelves from 
the Filthineſ5 of the Heathen, viz. Swearing, Whor- 
ing, Drunkenneſs, Profanation of the Lord's Day, 
Oc, Theſe Things are the Filthineſs of the Heathens. 
Examine, if you be ſeparated from all theſe Abomi- 
nations, not only from the Practice, but even from 
the Love of them. 4 of Sy 
3. They were ſuch as deſigned fincerely #9 ſeek the 
Lord God of Iſtuel. Well, can you ay, it is the great 
Aim of your Soul in approaching to the Lord's Fable, 
to ſeek the Lord and Maſter of the Feaft ? It is not 
the outward Ordinance, but a gracious Meeting with 
the God of Ordinances, that your Soul thirſts for? 
Then you may come and eat of the Gofpel-paffoyer. 

By 
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IL D Kkcr. VII. Oncerning 
By theſe and ſuch like Characters let Communi- 
eants examine what: State they are in, beſore they ad- 
venture io this holy Table, This is a Feaſt for Cris 
Friends to eat of, Cant. v. 1. And, if Enemierthrulk 
themſelves in among them, it is at their higheſt pe- 
ril. This Ordinance ſuppoſes, you to be within that: 
Covenant which it doth ſeal; for theſe who are out of 
the Covenant have nothing to do with the Seals of it,/ 
It ſuppoſes you to have ſomething of that /piritual, 
Life which it doth ſuſtain and nouriſh ; ſo that 
who are dead in Sin have no Right to meddle with it. 
Uncircumciſed Perſons were not to eat of the Paſſover ; 
ſo neither are unrenewed Perſons to eat of the Lord's 
Supper. You muſt be born before you can eat; you 
mult be united to Chriſt before you can feed on him: 
You cannot receive Juice or Sap from the Vine, ex- 
cept you be a Branch in it. It very much concerns 
you then at ſuch a Time to enquire narrowly into the 
State of your Souls; and, in order to attain. a true 
- Diſcovery thereof, you ought to put plain and par- 
ticular Queſtions to yourſelves, and charge your Con- 
ſciences as in the Preſence of God to give free and 
ingenuous Anſwers thereto, And, for Inſtance, fee 
what Anſwer you can give to theſe Queſtions follow-. 
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Ing. | | | \ 
Que, I. Have I ever been 2 inlightened, 
and got my Eyes opened to fee the Depravation of 
my Nature, and the Sinfulneſs of my Heart, and Life, 
and that I am all as an unclean Thing before God? 

Queſt. 2. Have I been truly convinced and made ſen- 
fible of the exceeding Evil that is in Sin Is my Heart 
touched with a deep Remorſe for it, and brought to 
lothe it, and willingly to forſake every known Sin? 
Was I ever brought the Length, even to be willing to 
be looſed from this Body of Fleſh, that I may be freed 
from the Body of Sin ? | WEE Gs; 
Queſt. 3. Have I been brought to ſee my. abſolute Need 
of Chriſt to ſave me from Sin and Wrath, to bring me 
unto God, and to give me Grace and Glory? 12 
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| { ſeen ſuch Beauty, and taſted ſuch Sweetneſs in Chriſt, 

A that he is truly precious to me, and altogether lovely 

1 in my Eſteem, ſo that I would willingly part with all . 
: Things for him ? * t WE +: 3 | 
£ Oueſſ. 4. Have 1 a Covenant-relation" to and Intereſt 

2 in Cod as nine? Have 1 made Choice of him as my 

f God an Portion, and have I reſigned and given up 

myſelf to him? Can I ſay, I am thine, Lord, and al 

{ I have, both Body and Soul? Are my Eyes the Lord's, 

y to behold his wondrous Wörks? Are my 'Ears his, 

0 to hear his heavenly: Word? Are my Taſte and Smell 
nis, to reliſh his ſurpaſſing Sweetneſs in the Creatures? 

: Is my Tongue his, to ptoclaim and triumph in his 

4 Praiſe? Are my Hands his, to work hat is good, 

© and to help his People? Are my Feet his, to walk in 

* his Ways? Is my Underſtanding © his, to know his 

5. Will, and contemplate his Perfections? Is my Memo- 


* 


ry his, to-treaſure' up his Counſels and Promiſes? Is 
my Conſcience” his, for a Deputy, to accuſe or excuſe 
under him? Is my Vill his, to chuſe or -refuſe ac- 
cording to his Pleaſure ?' Is my Grief his, to mourn 
for what is offenſive to him? Is my Hatred his, to 
abhor and flee from what is hateful to him? Are my 
Deſires his, to long and pant for his Preſence ?' my 
Love bis, to embrace him? my-Delight his, to acqui-// 
eſce fully and contentedly in him? 
Queſt. 5. Is Sin in ſome Meaſure mortified in ne? Do 
I find it weaker, or have I more Strength to reſiſt ĩt 
than formerly? Is it now my Grief and Burden to 
find it moving anch ſtirring in my Heart?;ʒ;h; 
Queſt. 6. Doth the Intereſt of God my Creator and 
Redeemer prevail in my Heart above the Intereſt of the 
World or of the Fleſh ?- Do I ſeek chieffy, and a- 
bove all Things; the Kingdom of God and his Righ- | 
| teouſneſs ? Do I prefer Feru/olemabove my chief Joy? 
1 Now, it you thus examine yourſelves, and com- 
mune with your own Hearts in ſecret, you may, by | 
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ot the Bleſſing of God, come to find out the Truth con- 
. cerning your ſpiritual State and Condition. 
| ö 
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74 DIRECT. VIII. Gncerning 

Obj. But may we not miſtake in examining our State? 

5 not 725 4 . 2 Men pruning that their 

tate 15 at and good, and having little of. their 
Right . Childrens Bread? © SIT Vid '\ 
An. 1: There are many, we need make no great 
peſtion anent their State; ſuch as the groſly Ignerant, 
Who know not the Miſery of a natural State, nor their 
; Need of Chriſt ; and the openly Prefane, who go on 
in the broad Way of Swearing, Lying, Drunkenneſt, 
Neglect of Prayer, Gr. He that runs may read their 
Character, that they are Chriſtleſs and unconverted: 
Whoever they be that are in this State, and go on in 
it, they are unfit" for this Ordinance, they are not 
invited Gueſts, they have no Part nor Lot in this MH. 
ter. Ignorant Perſons cannot examine themſelves, 
not diſcern the Lord's Body; profane Perſons mock 

| / God; hen they pretend to ſeal a Covenant with him: 

, And, if they thruſt themſelves upon this Table, they 
affront Chriſt, and ſeal their own Condemma tion. 
We would reckon it a lothſome Sight to ſee ſome 

dead Corps, or Men full of Plaane-fores fit down be- 
ſide us at our Tables: And, do you think that a li- 
ving and holy God can look with Pleaſure upon dead 
Sinners, or theſe with the running Ulcers of Swear - 
ing, Drunkenneſs, Sc, ſitting at bis holy Table? 
Let all ſuch ſtand off; for they will find Paiſou in the 
read, and Death in the Cup, and-go away worſe than 
they came. This is not a converting, but a confirming 
Orginance in its own Nature, and therefore doth ſup- 
poſe that they are converted, and in Chriſt, who 
come to it. ear 1 
2. There are others who come the Length of-1 
Form and Profeſſion of Religion, that yet are in a bad 
State; and if they would allow themſelves the free 
Uſe of their Reaſon, and compare their Caſe with the 
Mord, they might eaſily perceive the Badneſs of their 
Condition. Upon a ſmall Search they might diſco- 
ver, that tho they perform ſome Duties, yet it is 
not for the Glory of God, butts be ſeen of Men, - 
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A Self. enamination. ee Xe 
to ſatisfy a natural Conſcience ; they reſt upon their 
Duties, and make a Saviour of them: And tho” they 
read, hear, or pray, yet they never notice Heart- 
work; they love the World more than God, and 
mind the Things of the Fleſh more than the Things of the 
Spirit ; my are careleſs about fecret Prayer, and- 
w themſelyes in known Sin; they ſuffer Pride, 
Covetouſneſs, Malice, Revenge, and other Luſts to 
reign in their Hearts, without reliſting them, or 
mourning for them: And ſurely theſe are black Marks 
of a Chriltleſs State. And if ye would fet up a Tri- 
dunal in your own ' Breaſts, and hear what God's 
Word and your own Conſciences would conclude con- 
cerning your Condition, you would find yourſelves 
ranked among the Unclean, and ſuch as have no 
Right to the Childrens Bread, while you remain in 
your preſent State: But, alas, how many ſuch do 
ruſh upon this ſolemn Ordinance, without any Heart- | 
ſearch, or Acquaintance with themſelyes! They truſt 
to their outward Form, and hence flatter themſelves 
that they are ſafe enough; and fo, like the bu Vir- 
gins, they ſlumber away their Time, ſtill dreaming 
of Heaven and Happineſs; and nothing that God's 
Word or Miniſters do ſay will undeceive them, till 
the Cry at Midnight awaken them; and behold then, 
when they open their Eyes, they meet with an eter- 
nal Diſappointment : When they thought of nothing 
but open Gates at the firſt Knock, behold the Draw- h 
bridge of Mercy is taken up, and the Gates of Hea- 
ven ſhut in, and they hear nothing but that terrible". 
Voice, Depart from me, I know you not. O that he who  * 
ſearcheth Jeruſalem with Candles, and knows the Heart, _ 
would undeceive you and awaken you in Timg,! - | 
3. There are others who are really in a go Eſtate, 
tho' the Evidences of it are not 2 clear them; 
Satan raiſes many Fogs and Miſts to obſcure the Sight 
of Grace, and the ſaving Change that the Spirit of 
God hath wrought in their. Soul, Beſides what I 
| : 28 5 have 
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| 3 have formerly ſaid, I ſhall add theſe few. Marks or 


Queſtions more, whereby you may diſcern ii; 


1. Have ye got new Diſcoveries of Things mhieß ye 


had not before? Tho I. u ye cannot tell e 

the Time, Manner and Steps of the Change: yet 
can ye ſay with the ind Man, John ix. 25. Wie 
Thing 1 know, that whereas once I was blind, tw Tee, 

© Once I faw little Evil in Sin, but now I ſee it e- 
« ceeding vile and damnable: Once I thought there 
was ſome good Thing in me, but now I ſee 

Heart is deceitful and deſperately wicked; and 
ſwarming full of baſe Luſts: Once! lighted Heart. 
holineſs, but now I ſee it to be moſt beautiful and 
neceſſary: Once 1 ſaw little Need of Chriſt, but 
now I ſee he is more neceſſary to my Soul, than 
Meat and Drink to my Body: Once I law little , 
Beauty in Chriſt, but now I Ee him to be the chiel- 
« eſt among Ten thouſands, nay, among all the Thun- 
fand in the World.“ Then to be ſure there is a 
Change wrought; tho' ye were once Darkngls; ”u 
now are ye Light! in the Lord. | 

2. What are theſe Things ye are maſtly taken 17 and 
concerned about? Can you ſay, Once it was my, Que- 
ſtion, What ſhall I eat, what ſhall I drink, and gin «> | 
withal ſhall I be clothed? But now my great Queſtion | 
is, What ſhall I do tobe ſaved? Once my main Care 
was to ſecure and increaſe my temporal Enjoyments; 
but now it is to Jay up my. Treaſure in Heaven, and 
clear up my Evidences for it: Once the World and 
temporal Things were my uptaking Buſineſs; but 
now my Saviour, my Soul, and Eternity, are my chief 
Concerns, and ly neareſt tq my Heart. 

3. How ſtand your Hearts toward ſecret and ſpiri- 
tual ies, and towards ſecret. and ſpiritual Sins! 
1. As (the Firſt, Do ye earneſtly deſire and ſtudy 
Patience under Affliction, Meekneſs under Injuries, 


8 AE 


and Contentment with your Lot and Condition? Do 


you ſtudy Humility and a Lowligel of A and ” 


* 


\ 


. 


r EAT RAGQnS TEASES S 


* Self-examination. $:Y.3 40 77 
fre to have Pride brought down, that you may ſtill 
be lower in your own Eyes? Are ye delighted with 
ſecret Mourning for Sin? Are ye deſirous of intimate 
Converſe with God by ſecret Prayer and Meditation? 
Where- ever Grace is wrought in the Heart, it bends 
towards God, and centers in him. It is the Voice 
and very firſt Cry of the new Creature in the Soul, 
P/al. Ixxilii. 28. It is good for me to draw nigb to God. 
Nearne/s to God is the Mean of its Livelihood and 
Subſiſtence. This is given as the Mark of Paul's 
Change, Acts ix. 11. Behold, he prayeth. The Spirit 


of Grace is never a dumb Spirit, Zech. xii. 10. Gal. 


iv. 6. But if thou art a Stranger to Converſe with 
God in ſecret Duties, it is a ſad Sign of thy Eſtrange- 
ment to a ſaving Change upon thy Soull. 
2. How ſtand you affected to ſecret and ſpiritual 
Sins? Ate you grieved for your Pride, Ambition, 
Envy, Unbelief, Atheiſtical Thoughts, Backwardneſs 
to Duty, c. Do ye feel the Stirrings of indwelling 
Corruption and Heart - luſts, and earneſtly ſtrive againſt 
them? Doth the Eye of God, or the Love of Chriſt, 

re{train you as much from ſecret Sins as from open 
Tranſgreſſions? Do you abhor the Temptations to 


Sin, and ſtart at the firſt Appearance thereof, like 
Joſeph, Gen. xxvi. How cas I do this great Wickedneſs, 


ond ſin againſt G? | 

Obj. Alas, I am à poor, dark, confuſed Creature: I 
know not what to make of my Caſe ; 1 would ſometimes ſuin 
lay Claim to ſome of the foreſaid Marks, but (preſently J 
am beat off, and all is darkened to me: For, when I be- 
gin to conſider narrowly, I cannot ſay that 1 have any true 
Love to Chriſt, or that I ever rightly cloſed with him by * 
Faith; I know little of a Work of Grace in my Heart: 


I cannot take up the Beauty of Chriſt and of Holineſs. 


An/. I pity theſe poor trembling and doubting Souls, 
who cannot attain to any Light or Clearneſs about 
their Condition; who yet are labouring for it, and 


would give all the World to obtain it: And tho' in 


the mean time they dare not renounce all Hope, yet 
Ls | they 
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it (0 doubting Saul.) for the Death of Sin, the Re. 


25 
they can ſee no ſolid Ground to build upon, and are 


often * to give over all further Endeavours. 
To fuc 


1 would fay, That you ought to wait on 


a God, and hold on in the Way of Duty to your Lives 


End, whatever Diſcouragements you meet with'there- 
in; God in his own Time will let you know; that 


your Labour is not in vain. In the mean time, for 


y Comfort, I would aſk thee ſome few. Queſtions; 

x. Thou ſayeſt, thou haſt no Love to Chriſt, nor 
haſt thou cloſed with him by Faith. But, E Love t4 
Chriſt that which thou wouldſt faineſt haue df any | 
Thing in the World? Is it thy greateſt Grief; that - 
ſometimes it forceth Tears from thine Eyes, that 
thou canſt not get thy wretched Heart to lovethim'? ) 
Then, to be ſure, thou art not deſtitute of Love to 
him. Haſt thou not ſo much Love to him, as makes 
every Thing that bears his Tmage amiable in thine 
Eyes? You are fear'd you love him not; but, can 


you ſay there is nothing in all the World would pleaſe 


you ſo much as one Ray or Love- blink of his Coun- 
tenance? And tho' he ſhoufd never own you, yet 


Fou refolve to ly all your Days at his Feet, and look 
uP to him, and to none other for Salvation : Then be 
0 


good Cheer, poor Soul, for theſe are comfortable 


Degrees of Faith and Love. „ 

2. What is the Ohect in all the World that thy reſt · 
leſs Heart is moſt pointing out after? Canſt thou ſay, 
if thy Heart deceive thee not, it is an /ntereſt in 


. Chriſt, Communion with God, and Love to his Ways; 


and the obtaining of theſe would yield thee more 
Content than all the Gold of Ophir * Then, to be 
ſure, there is true Grace wrought in thee. There 
are many true Diamonds that are but like Sparks in 


reſpect of bigger Stones, yet theſe are as true as the o- 


ther. Every Degree of Grace is Grace; and ſincere 


Deſires after Grace, are certainly true Grace. 


3. Upon what is it that you fpend che Strength of 
ers, and what are you moſt earneſt for ? 1s 


moval 


Again, doſt thou ſpend another 


rr 


ings; take an Account of your Debts, and fee how 


7 


moval of Heart-plagues, the curing of Heart-wander- 
ings, Heaxt-deadneſs and Backwardneſs to Duty? 


Prayers for the Increaſe and lively Exerciſe of Grace, 
and for the Actings of Faith and Love? Then this is 


2 ſure Mark of the Spirit's Work in thy Soul; for, if 


thou ſaw not the Evil of Sin and Beauty of Grace, 


thou wouldſt dot ſpend the Strength of thy Prayers for 


killing Sin, and quickning Grace in thy Sou. 
But, Laſtly, O doubting Soul, if. thou canſt not 

win to Clearneſs, by poring on the Marks of Grace 

and Faith (as indeed ſometimes [doubting Believ- 


ers cannot, ſince there is no Mark that can be gi» 
von, but a ſcrupulous Conſcience will find a Back- 


door) then try another Way, endeavour to act Faith 


in a dire Manber upon Jeſus Chriſt; for many Times 


a Believer will ſooner come to a Clearneſs of his In- 
tereſt by the direct Acts of Faith, than by the refer 
Acts. Therefore, if thou canſt not ſee Faith in thy 
Soul, then preſently flee to Chriſt, and lay hold upon 
the Offer and Promiſe of Life, as if thou hadſt never 
done it before: Run as a Malefactor to the City of 


Refuge for Protection, as if you had never led thi- 
ther before: Go as a wounded Man to the Phyfician 


for a Plaiſter to thy Wounds, as if you had never got 


one applied before. Go tranſact and covenant with 


God in Chriſt, as if you had never eſſayed any e; 
like it beſore; for, whatever you have been, 

ſtill tenders himſelf to you to be your Saviour, and 
you cannot poſſibly be ſo willing to accept of bim at 


he is to accept of you. Try this Method, and there 
is good Ground to hope that Liglitwill break up, and 


Fears evaniſh.; ad fo you may with Comfort come to 
this ſealing Ordinance: WIS ee VO BAIN 


Il. Of the Examination of our Sins. 
Examine yourſelves of your Sins and Shortcom- 


great 


— 


great Part of thy 


* 


* 


* 
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80 DIRECT. VIII. Cncerning 
great they are: Put the Queſtion to yourſelves; which. 
the unjuſt Steward put to his Lord's Debitors, How 
much oweſt thou to my Lord? And ſee that ye tell the 
Truth, and do not for a Hundred write down"Fifty) 
as many a falſe Conſcience doth : But deal truly and 
ingenuouſly, for an All-ſeeing God is looking on; 
Do as the eus, who, before the Celebration of the 
Paſſover, ſearched their Houſes for Leaven very nar? 
rowly ; they lighted Candles, and ſought every Cor - 
ner and Hole therein; and, when they found it, they 
threw it away with Deteſtation. Some think it ig 
with Alluſion to this Cuſtom, that the Lord is ſaid to 
ſearch Jeruſalem with Candles, Zeph. i. 12. In like 
Manner you muſt narrowly ſearch every Corner ot 
our Hearts for the Leaven of Pride, Avarice, Ma- 
lice and Hypocriſy, 1 Cor. v. 7, 8, The Iniquities of 
wicked Men will find them out, but good Men will 
find out their Iniquities. Now, if ye will find them 
out, ye muſt ſet Time apart, and conveen your Souls” 
before God and Conſcience, and compare your Hearts 
and Lives with God's Word, and the Rule of his 
Commandments. Look back upon your Actions, 
recal the Paſſages of your Lives, and remember your 
Faults before the Lord. If you would have your 
Repentance full, ye muſt endeavour to take a full and 
particular View of your Sins, both original and actual, 
Oni ion and Commiſſion, ” of Youth and riper Age, of 
Purpoſe and of Practice, of Heart and of Life. View 
your Sins both ſecret and open, againſt firſt und ſecond 
Table; conſider how ye have wronged Gd, © your 
Neighbour and yourſelves; how ye have tranſgreſſed 
every Commandment, either in Thoughts, Words: or 
Deeds : Think upon the Laſts of your Hearts, the Sins 
of your e and Outbreakings of your Lives. Par- 
ticularly, ſearch out your predominant and beloved 
Sins, and alſo the heinous Circumſtances and Apgra- 
vations of your Sins; and forget not to examine 
yourſelves concerning the Breach of former Vows, 


and the Guilt contracted ſince the laſt Sacrament. Let 
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. Selfteuami nation. e 
ud Wound or Sore be concealed or ſkinned over, but 
ſearch them all to the Bottom, if you would have 
them perfectly cured. Let it not ſatisfy you to aſk 
Conſcience in an overly Way concerning the foreſaid 
zins, but wait for an Anſwer, nay, urge it to give 
it, and put it hard to it. TEC, 

Ill. Of the Examination of our Wants. 


Examine your Wants and Neceſlities; and come 
ſenſible of them to this Ordinance, where ye may find 
all needful Supplies treaſured up in Chriſt's Pulneſs, 
which is here exhibited : Search out your Defects 
and Needs, and come to Chriſt with them. Are you 
polluted, heavy loaden, and under Bonds and Tetror ? . 
Do you ſee yourſelves: blind, naked, lame; fick or 
wounded ? Come lenſible of thy Miſeties, O Sinner, 
to Chriſt, who has 4 broad Plaiſter for evety'Sore. 
Dolt thou find thy Graces weak? Doth thy Faith 
ſhake, thy Hope ſtagger, thy Love decline, thy holy 
Deſires abate? Doſt thou want Wiſdom, Sincerity, 
Self- denial, Meekneſs, Humility or Brokenneſs of 
Heart? Then come ſenſible of theſe Defects to Chriſt 
for new Supplies and Reinforcements. Do you want 
a Sight of your Intereſt in Chriſt, a Seal of your Par- 
don, clear and unclouded Evidences of Grace, a View 
of the King's Face, or Strength to vanquiſh your 
Luſts? Nay, ate you tryſted with bodily Wants and 
Infirmities, Croſſes and Loſſes, and many outward 
Preſſures and Afflictions? Then come with a due 
Senſe of all theſe Wants and Burdens upon your Spi- 
rits to Jefus Chriſt, and calt them all upon him. In 
this Ordinance Chriſt ſets himſelf upon a Throne "of 
Grace, with a. Sceptre of Mercy in his Hand, and 
waits to hear his People's Complaints and Petitions. © 
A ſeaſting Time is a Time of granting Requeſts ;z ſee 
then that ye be ready to preſent yours at this Feaſt. 
Chriſt here ſaith to thee as the King did to Eſber at 
the Banquet of Wine, 1 v. What is thy gr | 
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82 DixE cr. MII. Gncerning 


vill ye that I Hall do unto you? Be ready with them to 
anſwer, Lord, that our Eyes may be 
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and what. is thy Requeſt ? and it Hall be anted thee: 
Or, as he ſaid to the blind Men, Mat. 3 23. What 


ed; or, Lord, 
that our Hearts may be-ſoftened ; Lord, that ſuch 
weak Grace may be cheriſh'd, that ſuch a ſtrong Luk 
=" AY P54 T2487 
may be vanquiſh'd, that ſuch a Plague may be re- 
moved, Oc. 8 SS a | ; tos. 


IV. Of the Examination of our Ends, 
Examine your Ends and Deſigns in approaching to 


the Lord's Table. Chriſt examines the People's Ends 
in going to hear John, Mat. xi. 7. What went you out 


for to ſæe? Much more ought we to examine our Ends 


in going to the Lord's Table. See that it be not to 
obſerve the Faſhion of the Country where you live, 
or to get a Name, and be the better thought of by 
Miniſters, Friends or Neighbours, or to make Atone- 
ment for-your Sins, as ſome ignorant Perſons among 
us do apprehend, who reſt upon the bare, Ordinance 
and outward Signs and Elements for Pardon and Ju-' 
ſtification, without looking to Ghriſt for it: Thus, 
alas, many content themſelves with Flijab's Mantle, 


without alking for the God of Elijah.; give them the \ 


not for the Kernel: Let them have 
they call it) tho” it really be 
— and a Sip of Wine, they 


Shell, they 
their, Communion (as 
nothing but a Bit of B 


think all is well, their Sins are pardoned, they are 
ie of Heaven, they are ready to die, the Devil can 


have no Power over them; and ſo they uſe this Sacra- 
ment as a Charm, being ignorant of the true Ends and 
Uſes of it. *% 1 
Queſtion. What are theſe Ends and Deſigns we ag 
to have in our Approaches to this ſacred Table? | 
. Anſwer, It is of great Conſequence to be well inſtruc- 
ted hereof, and to try ourſelves diligently concerning 
them. Examine then, * 
| + * 


this Matter, and ye 


9 Sel Pe xdini nation. 9 83 
(1). I it be your Deſign ſincerely to give Obedi- 
ence to our Lord and Saviour's Call. Can ye ſuy, that 
his Authority hath a 22 Influence upon you in 
are not flight it? and that ye 
ye cannot think of neglecting Chriſt's dying Charge, 
and the Command he hath left behind him to hie Diſ- 
ciples, to ſolemnize and: celebrate the Memorial of his. 
thing Love ? nn Oo} Coons 
(2.) Is it your Deſign to /bew forth GhrifPs Death? 
This ſhould be your great Buſineſs in this Ordinance, 
1 Cor. xi. 25, 26. Lou are to ſhew forth and annun- 
ciate Chriſt's Death three Ways; © © 
1. With reſpe& to yourſelves, you are by this Sa- 
crament to give a lively Repreſentation to your Mind 
of Chriſt's Death, and keep up a freſh Remembrance 


ol his 12 and dying Love, and of the great pro- 


pitiatory Sacrifice he offered for you upon the Creſt, 
and the great Things he hath thereby purchaſed for 
you; and hereby you.are to raiſe your Faith and Hope 
in a crucified Saviour. [50854 Recs IETF n 
2. With reſpe& to the World, you are hereby to 
teſtify your Relpet to a crucified wh and that ye 
publickly own yourſelves to be his Diſciples; and are 


got aſhamed of a crucified Jeſus, or his ignominicus 


Death, but glory in it, as the Wiſdon of God, and 
Power of Cod; and count it your Honour to be his 
Followers. As alſo, ye declare, that ye look to his 
Death and Merits as the only Hope of your Salvation, 
and reje all other Saviours beſides him. 
3. With reſpect to God, and that two Ways; 1. 

Shew forth Chriſt's Death to a juſt and Sin-revengin 
God, in a Way of Faith and Prayer: Preſent and . 
this Sacrifice, as a Skreen and Defence againſt the 
Sword of Fuſtice, the Wrath of God, and Curſe of the 
Lau; plead it as the Ground of all your Hopes and 
Deſires. 2. Shew it forth to a good God, in a Way of 
Thankſgiving and 1 Praiſe God for ſuch a glo- 
rious Redeemer, and ſuch an excellent Sacrifice : Bleſs 
him that ſent bim, and bleſs bim that came. Thark/- 
| giving 
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hold intimate Communion and Fellowſhip with Chriſt i 


giving to Cod is a ſpecial Deſign of this Ordinance, 


and upon this Account it is called the Exchariſtor 
Thankſgroing. Here it is we ſhould celebrate the Prai · 
ſes of our Redeemer, who came from a Throke to 
Dunghill, yea, from the Height of Glory to the Depth 
of Miſery to ſave us from periſhing eternally. - 
92 Is it your Deſign to renew and ſeal a Covenant 
with God in Ghriſt, ratify your Baptiſinal Vows, and ſo+ 
lemnly bind yourſelves to be the Lord's People ? Ax 
Believers. here come to get God's Seal of his Govenant, 
for canfirming their Right to the Benefits of it; foal: 
ſo they are to ſeal their Covenant · engagementt, to take 
God for their God, accept of Chriſt for their Prince 
and Saviour, give up themſelves to him, renounce din, 
and walk in the Ways of Goſpel-obedience. Now, 
becauſe many profeſs to covenant with God in this 
Ordinance, who yet deal falſly with him, ye ought to 
be at great Pains to try the Sincexity of your Hearts 
in this Matter. And, for Trial of it, ſee if yon can 
ſay, that your wicked Hearts are a greater Burden to 
you than all the Groſſes and Troubles you meet with in 
the World; and that ye are more deſirous to be rid uf 
Sin and Heart. plagues, than of any Afliction whatlo- 
ever. Or, can ye ſay that you deſire Heart-bolineſs, 
und further Degrees of Grace, Faith, Love and Bro- 
tenneſ of Heart for Sin, more than any Honours, Pro- 
fits or Pleaſures this World can afford? Or, can ye fay, 
that the Werds beſt Things are in your Eyes a8 D 


or nothing, in Compariſon of Chriſt and his Righteonj- 


eſs, and an Intereſt ſecured therein? And, can ye ay, 


that ye are ſenſible of your /nſuficiency and Weaknefi 


to make or keep any Covenant with God; and there- 


fore ye are made to renounce all Confidence in your- 


ſelves, and to ſay, Ina the Lord only I have Righteoſ- 
neſs and Strength Then theſe are good Signs that you 
are honeſt and ſincere in the Making of this Bargain, 
and are likely to be found ſtedſaſt in God's Covenant, 

(4.) ls it your Deſign to draw near to God, and 


this 


\ 


JETT Self- examination, ea 85 
this Ordinance 3 And, do you earneſlly deſire that Ye 
may ſap with him and he with you ? This Table is in- 
ſtituted for the kindly Correſpondence of Chriſt and 
bis People, and their mutual Feaſting one with ano- 
ther: For, as Chriſt here ſets before you the Dainties 
end Comforts of Heaven, and invites you to feaſt there- 
on; ſo you are to ſet your Graces and Afections be- 
fore him, and invite him to come into his Garden, and 
eat his pleaſant Fruits, You are to come here, not on- 
ly to receive the Tokens of Chriſt's Love to you, but 
alſo to give the Expreſſions of your Love to him : Here 
there is a mutual Communication of Secrets betwixt 
Chriſt and his People... 1743 

(5.) Is it your Deſign to get your manifold Wants 
ſupplied out of Chriſt's Fulneſs ? Is it your earneſt 
Deſire that this Ordinance may be an effectual Mean, 
thro' the Bleſſing of God, for the weakning and kil- 
ling ef your Sins and Luſts, the nouriſhing and 
ſtrengthning of your Souls, the curing of your Diſ- 
eaſes and Plagues, the Increaſe and — of your 
Graces ; particularly for ſtrengthning your Faith, in- 
flaming your Love, kindling your Deſires, quickning 
your Hope, and renewing your Repentance and Re- 
ſolutions againſt Sin? 5 2 5 
Again, Is it your Deſign to get clearer Evidences 
of your Intereſt in Chriſt, the Smiles of his Face, and 
Comforts of his Spirit? Would ye have a Seal of your 
Pardon, a Diſplay of the Riches of free Grace, a Sight 
of the Sun of Righteouſne/7, the Love of God ſhed abroad 
in your Hearts, and all your Fears removed? Would 
ye have at this Feaſt Furniture for your ſpiritual Jour- 
ney, Support under Affliction, Strength againſt Tem- 
ptations, and Preparation for Suffering? Would ye 
have a Pledge and Foretaſte of Heaven, and the eter- 
nal Communion that is above ? Then theſe are good 
Deſigns ; and, if you be ſincere in them, you may ex- 
pect Welcome from the Maſter of the Feaſt. 


v. 


* 


8 Dixzcr. VIII. Gncerning 


V. 'Of the Examination of our Graces, ; 


A fifth Thing you mult examine yourſelves of, in 
order to prepare you for this holy Table, is your Graces 
and Qualifications. Search diligently if you have theſe 
Sacramental Graces requiſite in worthy Communicants; 
ſuch as Knowledge, Faith, Love, Repentance, hungring 
Deſires, and new Obedience. | 

I. We muſt examine our Knowledge, and fee if we 
have a competent Underſtanding of the Principles and 
Grounds of Chriſtianity, and of the Nature, Signifi- 
cation and Uſe of the Lord's Supper. Without this, 
we cannot know God nor ourſelves ; we can neither 
know God's infinite Jaſtice and Purity, our own na- 
tural Corruption and Miſery, nor Jeſus Chriſt our 
great Help and Remedy; the Knowledge whereofis 
abſolutely neceſſary to worthy Communicating. In 
ſome Churches in ancient Times Infants und Children 
were admitted to the Lord's Supper, and the Greek 
and Armenian Churches do the ſame at this Day: But 
we juſtly diſſent from them in this Practice, beeauſe 
it is neceſſary in order to our being fit and worthy ' 
Partakers, that we examine our/elves, and diſcern le 
Lord's Body in the Sacrament, according to 1 Cor. xi. 
28, 29: neither of which can be done by theſe that are 
vi come to the Years of Underſtanding and Diſcern- 

5 Man without Knowledge is not in Covenant with 
God, and therefore hath no Right to partake of the 
Seals of the Covenant, Heb. viii. 10, 11. This is the 
Covenant 1 will make, & c. All ſhall know me from the 
leaſt to the greateſt. So that theſe who know not God 
| have no Intereſt in this Covenant, and conſequently | 
can have no Title to its Benefits, nor any gracious 
Communion with God. Obſerve how the Promiſeruns, 
Fer. xxiv. 7. TI will give them an Heart to know me, 
that I am the Lord; and they ſhall be my People, and 
J will be their Cod. 9 * 

0 


to examine our Knowledge before we 


| _T en ee 2 f 87 
It is threatned as a heavy Judgment, for Perſons 
to die without Knowledge, Job xxxvi. 12, They ſhall 
die without Knowledge ;- it is as much as if it were 
threatned, they ſhall die in their Sins, and periſh for 
ever. Now, i if i be a ſad Caſe to die e Know- 
ledge, ſo is it to come to the Sacrament without Know 
ledge ; for that which makes a Man unfit to die, makes 


| him alſo unfit to communicate. No Man is ſafe to 


K Caſe, which he is not in; Jafevy $0.08 


n Neth Children nor Fools are fit to receive the 


| Lord's Supper, becauſe they are not capable to exa- 


wy the mſelves and diſcern the Lord's Body. Now, 
ant Perſons in God's Account are both Children 

* Foals ; ſo he reckons them, Jer. iv. 22. For ny 
People i 14 fooliſb, they have not known me, they are 25 


 tiÞb Children, they Sie uf Underſtanding. 


Under the Law it was reckoned an 8 
offer that which was b/ind unto the Lord, Levit, xxii. 
22. Now, a blind Oferer, that hath the Eyes of bis 
Underſtanding darkned, is more abominable than a 
blind Offering. - 

Error or Ignarance wakes a Man morally unclean 
before God, When the Leproſy affected the Head, 
then the Prieſt was ordered to pronounce the Man ur- 
terly unclean, and exclude him from the Camp of Ifre- 
el; why? becauſe his Plague was in his Head, Levit. 
xiii, 44. Every ignorant Man has 2 Plague in his 


Head, a Plague o pirated Blindneſs and Darkneſs, 


beſides many woſul Plagues in his Heart; for with- 
out Knowledge the Mind ir not good 2 igno- 
rant Folk ſp _ of their L ood Mean- 
ings) it is fall of Earthlineſs, Enmity and Backward- 
neſs to what is good, Prov. xix. 2. 1 Pet. i. 14. 
Surely then ſuch unclean Perſons are not fit to come 
to the holy Table of the Lord, It concerns us then 
raach. As 
of this 
_ Know- 


for the Objects, e, * Uk 
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88 _ © DiRECT. vin.” Concerning ; 
Knowledge, I refer the Reader to Sacram. Cat. (firſt 
Edit!) E. 165% Gor © ©. e e 
"Ike: Examine” Dur Faith, before you approach to 
the Lord's Table; for Faith” is abfolutely n&eſſa 
here. Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Cod in any 
Duty, and far leſs in this, where Faith js {6 high 
needful, and ſo much to be employed. He that would 
receive Jeſus Chriſt in the Sacrament, muſt have an 
Eye to ſee Chrift and his Worth, a Foot to come to 
Chriſt, a Hand to lay hold on Chriſt, and a Mauth to 
feed on him. All theſe are neceſſary in order to par- 
take of Chriſt at the Lord's Supper. Now, ' Faith is 
all theſe to the believing Communicant. r. It is the 
Eye of the Soul, by which it ſees Chriſt, Ja. xlv. 22. 
Look unto me and be ye ſaved, all the Ends of the Earth, 
2. It is the Foot whereby we come unto Chriſt, John 
vi. 35. He that cometh unto me ſhall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on me ſhall never thirſt, 3. It is 
the Hand whereby we receive and lay hold on Chriſt, 
Fohn i. 12. To as many as received him, he gave Power 
to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his Name. 4. It is the Mouth whereby we ſeed on 
Chriſt, John vi. 53. Except ye eat the Fleſh ang drink 
the Blood of the Son of Cod, ye have no Life in gol, I. e. 
except ye believe on Chriſt, Now, what can v0 d’ 
at the Lord's Table without Faith? Can a Man fee 
without an Eye, come without a Foot, receive without 
a Hand, and feed without a Mouth? © © lt 
Moreover, without Faith you can have no Right to 
this holy Table, for it is Childrens Bread; and it is 
by Faith you become Children. Without it you can- 
not enter into Covenant with God; for Faith is the 
very Aſent and Cinſent of the Soul unto the Marriage 
covenant which is tranſacted and ſealed in the Lord's 


- 
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Without Faith you can have no Communion with 
God in this or any Ordinance ; God will ſurely hide 
his Face from them that come without it, Deat. xxxii. 
20. Aud he ſaid, I will hide my Face from them, * 


* FRY 


- 
* 


! 


the Reaſon he gives for, it is, For they are Children in 
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any Communion with God? Tis a gt os 
Without Faith you can derive no Virtue from Chriſt, 
nor Benefit from this Ordinance: For as a rich Jewel 
can do you, no Good unleſs it be accepted, nor a 79 7 
vereign Medicine unleſs it be applied, nor a deep Well 
without a Bucket to draw with; ſo neither will Chriſt's 
ſhed Blood or purchaſt Salvation avail you, unleſs you 
bring Faith to apply it to your Souls, The Well is 
deep, ſaid the Woman to Chriſt, and thou haſt nothing 
to draw with. So may 1 ſay to thee, if Faith be want- 
ing. Moſes faith of God's Kindneſs to 1/rael, Deut. 
xxxii. 13. He mate him to ſuck Honey out of th# Mock, 
and Oil out of the flinty Rock. Now, Chrilt is a Rock 
that yields all Manner of Neceſſaries to Believers, Ho- 
ney and Oil, Sweetneſs and Fatneſs, Quickning and 
Comfort. But, how do they come by it from this 
Rock? It is ſaid, He. made him ſuck Honey out of. the 
Roch. There is no Honey or Oil to be had without 
ſucking, and there is no ſacking without the Mouth 
of Faith. He that hath Faith can ſuck this Honey and 
Oil from Chriſt in the Sacrament; but he that wants 
it can ſuck nothing. Unbelievers then muſt have a 
dry Sacrament of it; for they cannot ſuck, tho” the 
Breaſts be full. Nay, which is worſe, Unbelief lays 
Reſtraints on the Virtue and healing Power of Chriſt 
in the Sacrament : For we are told, Mark vi. 5, 6. 
He could there (i. e. in his own Country) do 80 mighty 
Hort, becauſe of their Unbelief., Why? Could any 
Thing bind our Redeemer's Hands, or limit his migh- 
ty Power? No; but he lays down this Order of 
Working, which he will not alter, to put forth his 
might; Power in and unto theſe that believe, Eph; 1. 19. 
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So that Unbelief doth enervate the Force and Opert. | 
iin 433 11.9 on 


tion of the Sdcrament. oo 
Without Faith you can neither prepare for this Ot. | 
dinance, nor partake of its Virtue. Withotit Ft 


you cannot put oy the Wedding-garment, you'cant 


 diſeeri Chriſt through the Elements, you cannot feel 


the Print of the Nails, you cannot fee to the City of 


Refuge, you cannot fake hold of the Horns of the Al. 


tar, nor grip to the Plank of Mercy to fave thy pe. 
riſhing Soul. And, what Good can you get at the 
Sacrament if you do none of theſe ? Precious Faith | 
is the Wing whereby the poor trembling Dove doth 
fly to the Window opened in the Side of the Ark; it | 
is by this that it doth take Shelter in the Clefts of the 
Rock; In a Word,” Faith is the Grace that puts Life 
and Vigour.in a dead Soul, it is the Spring and pri. 
mum mobile of all the other Graces ; it doth ſet Repen- 
tance,' Love, Deſire, and all the reſt on Work: 80 
that a Man can do nothing at the Lord's Table with- 
out Faith, except it be to wound Chriſt, and bring 
Wrath on himſelf. 5 2 oy. 4 

\ You. ſee then what Need you have of Faith at this 
Ordinance, and to examine if it be true and not 
counterfeit. As Philip examined the Eunuch of his 
Faith before he admitted him to the Sacrament'of 
Baptiſm, Acts viii. 37. Believeſt thou with all thine 
Heart? So ſhould every Man examine himſelf before 
the Lord's Supper; Do I believe with all mine Heart? 
Do I eſteem Chriſt moſt precious? Doth my Heart 
bleed for. piercing him? Do I embrace him in all his 
Offices, and ſay, He is all my Salvation, and all my De- 


fire? Well, if thou canſt truly ſay fo, thy Faith will 


make thee whole, and thou mayſt expect a kind Wel - 
come at thy Saviour's Table. The Lord has furniſh- - 


ed you with Abundance of Marks in his Word for 


the Trial of your Faith. See Satram. Cat. [Firſt Edit. 
P- 172, Sc. Try your Faith now; for you know 


ot but your Faith may come to a fiery Trial, as err 
e 


the Martyrs Faith of old: And how will you be a 
to 


— 


* 


>» Self-exantination. ., ' 9 

to abide. ſuch a Trial as that, if you never put it to a 
previous private Trial? JF then boſt ru. with the 
Frotmen, and they have wearied thee, how wilt thou con» - 
tend with Horſes? How wilt thou abide a fiery 7 rial, 
that cannot endure a Clo/et-tr:1a/? Men Will not buy 
Oxen for Plowing, but they are deſirous to 27 them ; 
to Trial, Luke xiv. 19. {have bought froe Toke of, Ox» 

en, and 1 go to prove them; and, will Communicants 
pretend to ſuch precious Jewels as Faith, Love, &c. 

and yet not deſire to prove them, and-eſpecially at a 
Time when it is ſo highly requiſite, and ſo very much. 
depends on the doing it? r 
III. Try your Repentance before you partakę: For, 
without a broken Heart, you cannot expect to meęt 

with a broken Chriſt in the Sacrament ; but a broken 

ond contrite Heart is a Sacrifice he will not deſpiſe... You 

muſt on in Tears, if you would reap in Foy ;. for a wet 
Seed-time doth here prognoſticate 4. Sun-ſhiny and 
plentiful Harveſt. , It was of Water that Chriſt made 
the choĩceſt Mine at the Marriage-fealt in Cana of C- 
lilee; fo the Water of true Repentance will produce the 
choĩceſt Wine of Conſolation in the Sacrament. When 

oeph's Brethren came to be ſenſible of thels Sin in ; 

elling him, then it was, and not till then, that he > 5 
made them a. Feaſt, and kindly entertained them at 

his Table: So till ſuch Time as we be ſenſible of our 

Sins, and repent for piercing our-Redeemer, he will 

not feaſt us, nor ſmile upon us at his Table. | 

Now, becauſe there is much counterfeit Repent ance 
in the World, go retire in ſecret, and put Queſtions 

to yourſelves concerning your Repentance : Say, 

Am I a Penitent in Heart, and. a ſecret. Mourner 

for Sin, when no Eye ſees me but God's? DOI 

© mourn for inward and ſecret Sins, as well as for 

© outward and open Sins? Do I mourn for the Diſ- 

* honours done to God by the Sins of others, as well 

as by my own? Am I troubled more for the E- 

* vil of Sin, than ſor the Evil of Affliction? Am 1 

more grieved for abuſing the Mercy and G A - 


f 
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© of God, than for expoſing myſelf to the Sword cr 
© his Juſtjce ? Do I cry with the penitent Prodigal 
© in my Confeſſions, as in Luke xv. 18. Father, 7 
© have ſinned 5 We Heaven and before thee ?'Mlas,'\ 

< 'bave wronged a kind and loving Father, whoſe "Good. 
© neſs towards me has been as the dropping Dew: Au, 
I have pierced my compaſſionate Redeemer, and exu- 
©.cified him over again by my Sins; and, what do 1 
_< deſetve ar his Hands??? So = IG 

Again, What are the Ef2#; and Fruits of your Re. 
pentance ? Doth it beget in you'a vehement 'Hatrdd 
and Indignation againſt Sin, and a Watchfulneſs to 
prevent it? Where · ever there is true Repentance; there 
will be a hearty Averſion to Sin. As 4 burnt- Child 
i dread the Fire, ſo a Chriſtian, who hath truly re. 
pented of Sin, is ſo ſenſible of the Weight of Sin and, 
the Wrath of God, that he is reſolved never more tb 
touch theſe burning Coals. David, who before his Re- 
pentance had his Conſcience ſo hardened, that hesch 
even drink the Blood of Uriah ; yet after his 'REpi- 


ww, 14 $9 ff 


tance his Conſcience was ſo tender, that he refuſedſo 
much as to drink of that Water which had been bat 
the Occaſion of hazarding Mens Lives. 


. 


And, Laſth, Doth thy Repentance work in thee a 
holy Revenge againſt Sin? Doſt thou logk upon it a8 
the Enemy of God, the Murderer of Chriſt, and He- 
ſtroyer of thy Soul; and, upon that account, that it 
doth not deſerve to live? It was E/aa's Expreſſion, 
Gen. xxvii. 41. The Days of Mourning for my Father 
are at Hand; and then will T'flay my Brother Jacob. 
But ſay thou, O Communicant, The Days of 'Mourn- 
ing for the Death of my dear Saviour, and evetlaſt. 
ing Father, are come; and now will I ſlay my molt - 
beloved Luſts, now will I be revenged on them for 
* ſeeking to rab me of my ſpiritual Birth-right and 
© wrong me of my eternal Bleſſing, and, which is 
© worſe, for actual crucifying of my glorious Re- 
© deemer, Shall Sin be ſuffered to live in my Soul, 
that would not ſuffer my Saviour to live in the. 


World: 


v 


in great Perplexity at the Red * and their 0 


Sende | 


World? Away: with it, away with it; ru it, 
« crucify it. ”” By ſuch marks as theſe try the ne 


oy of your Repentance. 

As for the Trial of your te Defires; ſpiritual 
Appetites, new Obedience, and other Graces, ſeeing 
I have no new Thin ng here to add, I refer you" W 
Berries Cat. [Firſt E 1 P- 1935 Se. ee 


«© &# # FF 


Some. 0G; icli 11 of doubti ng Grifiaw, OY ve 


to the firmer Doctrine anſwered. 


0). 1. Br. une I duos Beard: (may Gods 400 4 


fear I am not fit uf prepared for this ſo- 


lemn Ordinance: and, it being a Thing ſo dangerous to 
come 10 it unprepurodly, 1 treble n Ow: to £0 ferwars 
#0 that hroly. Table. 14 112 


Anſ. 1. Did you always * the Fear of God i in 
your Souls, Preparation-work old be leſs painful, | 
and an Approach to God leſs frrg htful than now ĩt is: 


For then you might go to the Lord's Table with ho- 


ly Fear and Reverence, and ſlaviſn Fear would not 
much haunt you. Did you keep more at a Diſtance 
from Sin, and fear to do what God has forhiddex, you 


would not ſo much fear to do what he hath command- 
ed, 


_ 2dhy, Tho! you be not fo Neem for this Ordi- 


nance as you deſire, yet if you ſincerely make Con- 


ſcience of Preparation · work, and do your utmolt to 


get yourſelf ready, you ought to go forward,, in O- 


bedience to God's Command, Do this in Remembrance 
of ne. Lknow there are not a few exerciſed Chrilti- 
ans brought to great Straits betwixt a Senſe, of their 
Unfitneſs, and the Obligation of God's Command, o 


that they know not what to do; their Fears and Piſ- 
couragements are ſo great, they are like to be over- 


whelmed with them. But let ſuch mind the Word of 
the Lord to the Children of Mael, when were 


king 


[en . 7 i f m 
| * N ha 
| finking for Fear, Exod, xiv. 15. Aud the Lord ſeid 
nta Moſes, Speak uuto the Children of Wrael that theygo 
forward. © Forward (might they ſay) and the deep Sea 
* before us; as good go backward to the Egyptiang, or 
* ſtand ſtill and let them come up and put us to the 
Sword, as go forward into the Sea, and be drown- 
©'ed; ſurely the deep Sea will have no Mercy on us 
© more than the Egyptians.” But, for all this, ſpeak 
to the Children of lirael (faith the Lord) that they go 
forward. Let them obey my. Commandment; and 
truſt me with their Lives, Here is Encouragement 
to the doubting Believer, that in all Sincerity makes 
Preparation for this Ordinance, tho“ he hath many 
Doubts about his Right to it, and great Fears about . 
the Event of the Duty: The Lord bids us ſpeak to 
ſuch a Man, that he go forward; let him obey God's 
Commandment, and truſt God for his Through - bear- 
ing and Succeſfs. LENSES: CY Oo ot ES 
Obj. 2. But (faith another) none | ſhonld came to 
this Table, but they who are in a State Grate"; and - 
'T apprehend I have no-Grace,T cannot lay Claim to any of 
the Marks of Grace before mentioned, and particularly I 
want Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; and, how "ſhalt I go to'the 
e 1257 7% BY ob Eire ,c002, code 
Anſ. There may be true Grace and true Faith in a 
Soul, ſincere and acceptable before God, tho' yet the 
Degrees of it may be ſo ſmall, and the Operations of 
it'ſo weak, that it can hardly be diſcerned by us. 
"Now, tho”. you cannot lay Claim ta the foregoing 
5 ſee if you can at leaſt anſwer the follow 
Tnp Queſtons 3 0 22 2 $00 01.9508 
* _© Tft, Do you notfee yourſelf undone! and loſt for 
ever without Chriſt; and that none but Chriſt tan fave 
Jon, and you never reſolve to look to:anyother'? 
2h, Are you not grieved for the Sins that have 
ündone you, and would as willingly be free of them, 
- as ever a ſick Man would be free of a en or 
„n. 21703 mal e 


2 Priſoner of his Chains? 
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you doubt whether you love him, yet tell me whether 
you would love him if you could ? If you doubt we- 


anſiuered. 


34ly, Do you not conſcientiouſly practiſe whatever 


you are convinced to be your Duty, and dare not o- 
mit it when you know it? Do ye not ſincerely aim 


- at Prayer, ſearching the Seriptures, Mourning; Me- 
ditation and other Duties 


1125 As you dare not omit theſe Duties, can you 
ſay alſo, that you dare not reſt in them, nor rely on 
them, becauſe you ſee your Prayers for Pardon have 
need of Pardon, and your Tears for Sin have need 
themſelves of being waſhed in the Blood of Chriſt ? 
thy, Do you unfeignedly defire Chriſt, and hunger 
and thirſt 'for him and for his Righteouſneſs; as that 
which only can be ſufficient to cover the Nakedneſs 
of your Souls? Are you willing to accept of him on 


any Terms, willing that he ſhould ſanRify'as well as 


fave you, bring you to Obedience as well as to Glo- 
ry? Doth your Judgment value Chriſt above all, 
and doth your Will chuſe bim before all Things? If 


ther you have already received him, yet tell me whe- 
ther you are unſeignedly willing to receive him? Then 
theſe are ſome Degrees of Grace, ſome Workings of 
Faith well- pleaſing in God's Sight; and, if you che- 
riſh and improve them, in the Uſe of God's appointed 
Means, they will increaſe. ee. 


d 


Obj. 3. But (ſaith one) we ore required to drum neur 


to God with true Heart, in fall Aſſurance of "Faiths 


ond, how can I be accepted, who have a Heart full of 
Fears and Doubt? e 
Anſ. 1. The Mrante of Faith is indeed to be ſought 
and endeavoured by all in their Approaches to God, 
but yet it is not the Attainment of every Believer in 
his Approaches to God: For there are ſome he Have 


come to him with much Fear, and yet have gone a- 
way with much Cent. Mart v. 32. The Woman 


that had the bloody Iſſue came fearing and trembling, 
and fell down befere Chriſt ; and yet Chriſt ſad 70 


her 


, 


— 
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W hen. ; 
Chriſt in Fear, an [ yet went away in Pence. 
2. The beſt Courſe we can take, under a Burden of 


Fears and Perplexities, is to go with them to. Jeſus 


Chriſt for Relief. David, when he was overwhelmed 


therewith, gets to the Rock: that was higher than be, 
Pſal. Ixi. 2. and on this Rock he lays all his Burdens, and 
founds all his Hopes. O Believer, your Rock Chrilt is 
higher than you, higher than all your Enemies, higher than 
all: yout Fears and Temptations ; he is ſafficiently able 


to overmatch them all: Get yourſelyes to this ſtrong | 


Rock, and ſhelter your Souls in the Clefts' thereof, 
Obj. 4. But (faith another) I have little Hope of 
meeting with Chriſt at his Table ; and, what ſhould ſuch 
4 el Creature do there 21 oh 


As. 1ſt; It is indeed the Duty of all Believers to 


come to this Ordinance with raiſed Hopes and Ex- 
pectations of meeting [With Chriſt ; for ordinarily hig 
Mercy is upon us according as we hope in him, Pfal. 
A ili. 2 Net, el bi 
- -:2dly, A Believer may ſometimes meet with Chriſt 
whew he has leaſt Hopes to find him: For Mary, 
when ſhe met with Chriſt, . John xx. 15. and ſuppoſed 
he had been the Gardner, and had enquired of him as 
ſuch for Chriſt, ſhe had little Hope; for, before he 
anſwered her, ſhe turned herſelf from him, as think- 
ing it wholly needleſs to ſtand talking with him about 
finding Chriſt; and this appears by her turning her- 
ſelf to him, as we are told ſhe did, when he ſpake the 
Word that gave her Comfort. Chriſt called her by 
her Name, Mary, and made himſelf known to her, 
juſt then when ſhe had turned from him as hopeleſs 
of finding him. It is good then, O diſcouraged Com- 
municant, to be in the Uſe of Means, ſearching and 
trying yourſelf, and making Preparation for this Or- 
dinance, however {ſmall your Hopes may be of Suc- 
ceſs: For a poor Soul may ſometimes find. Chriſt, 
when he hath leaſt Hopes of doing ſo. Or ever I was 
Fo: 1 wt - aware 


der, Ver. 84. Pkt. ge in Peace: Sbe came to 
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r nen ee i 
zivare (ſaith the Spouſe) my Saul madamelike the cla. 
riots of Amminadib,. Cant. vi. $245,151 ail 5 i 
Set Tims apart for deep Humiliation and Mourn- 
ing for 1 Sins before you approdch to the 
Lords Tables ins 


: 


T T Aving found out your, Sins by Self- examination 
as before directed, you ought; to be deeply 
humbled for them, and ingenupuſly confeſs them be- 
fore the Lord in ſeeret and, that you may ſpeed the 
better in this Work, Join Faſting with your Humilia- 
tion ; for we are commanded to turn to the Lord (Joel 
ii. 12.) with Faſting, with Weeping, and with Mourn- 


ing. W 9 . 7 . \ 
ee *f3 far as the State of the Body and Health 
will allow, is one of God's appointed Means for re- 
moving that Prouſineſs and Heavineſs, that Dulnefs 
and Deadneſs of Spirit, which we are otherways liable 
to; and alſo for bringing the Body more in Subjecti- 
on to the Soul, and fitting both for the better Perfor- 
mance of holy Duties, as Meditation, Prayer, Read- 
ing, Hearing, Examirling, . Judging and Reforming 
ourſelves, It tends to promote Spiritual-mindednels, 
kindle Zeal, quicken Prayer, and to wean the Heart 
from the Wotld; and the Soul being bereby for a 
Time taken- off from the Thoughts, Cares and Plea- 
ſures of this Life, is the more diſpoſed to be wholly 
intent and taken up in the Work and ſpecial Duties 
of the Day. Faſting likeways. carries in it ſomewbat- 
of a holy Revenge upon, the Fleſh fqp its former. Ex - 
celſes, which, in a fincere Penitent, is acceptable to 
God, tho! it cannot make Satisfaction to Divine Ju- 
{tice for the lealt Sin. It doth alſo imply a deep Senſe 
of our Guiltineſs and fIl-deſervings heſore- Cod, and 
e a plain Acknowledgment of our Unworthineſs = 
ute" 5 N * he 
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98 DixEcT. IX. Concerning 
the leaſt Mercy, even of the common Neceſſaries of 
Life, and far leſs of the heavenly Manna that God pro- 
vides for his Children in the Sacrament. Now, ith 
the humbled and ſelf-condemning Sinner that God is 
pleaſed to lift ap and comfort. But it is not enough - 
that the Head be bowed down as a Bulruſh for a Day, 
that the;outward Man be humbled, or the Body chaſt- 
ned; This is not the Faſt, which. God hath choſen +, The 
Soul muſt be afflicted before the Lord, and the Man 
inwardly troubled and caſt down for offending God. 

O Communicant, believe it, and be firmly per- 
ſaaded of it, that Repentance and Humiliation ſor 
Sin is a moſt important and neceſſary Work for thee 
before che Sacrament.  * Antinomians do vilipend this 
Poctrine of Repentance, and ſay, It is no Part of the 
Goſpel, that it is a legal Duty, and not neceſſaty to 
the obtaining of Pardon. But, to ſhew you a little 
the Excellency and Neceſſity of this Duty, conſider, 
that our Saviour, the great Prophet of the Church, 
doth teach it as one of the firſt and chief Leſſons of 
the Goſpel. When he ſent John Boptiſt as the Har- 
binger of the Goſpel, the firſt Text he preached on was 
Repentance, and his Doctrine was, Matth. iii. 2. Re- 
pent pe, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand. When 
Ghriſt the Author of the Goſpel appeared himſelf, the 
| Sermon he preached was a, Sermon of Re ent ante ; 
alſo, Matth. iv. 17. From that Time Jeſus began 10 
. preach : and to ſay, Repei, for the Kingdom, of Heaven 
ig at Hand, Tea, our Saviour tells us, that it was 
for this very End and Purpoſe he came down from 
Heaven, and was made Man, that he migbt preach 
Repentanot unto the World, Luke v. 32. I came not to 
call the Righteous but Sinners to Repentance. And ac- 
_ corditiply, the firſt and chief Thing that Chriſt com- 
manded i Apoſtles to'prexch'was Repentance, Mark 
vt. 12. Like xiv. 45. And, in Obedience to, theſe 
Orders; the ft Thing that Peter preached to the 
Zews wits' Repertimce, As ii. 38. Nay further, our 
Saviour tells us, that Repertance is a chief Part of bis 
10 5002030 75030 MITT 0087 296 Purchaſe | 
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Purchaſe for Sinners, and one of the chiefeſt Gifts 
which he beſtows upon them. He not only came 
from Heaven'to 1 Repentance, but alſo to ſhed 
his Blood to purchaſe Repentance to us; and there- 


fore he inſtructs his Diſeiples, Late xxiv. 47. to 
preach Repentance te the World in his Name, i. e. as his 


Purchaſe. - And his Apoſtles allure us, that he roſe 
and aſcended for this very End, that he might be- 
ſtow the Gift of Repentance on his People; A&s v. 


31. Now certainly, if Repentance had not been ſo 


excellent a Work, and ſuch a neceſſary Goſpel · duty, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles had not inſiſted fo much up- 
on it, our Saviour had not begun his publick Mini- 


with it, nor had he told us ſo peremptorily, and 


ſo often, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 
Tertullian ſays of himſelf, that he was born to nothing 
elſe but to Repentance ; A Saying well worthy of our 
moſt ſerious. Obſervation. Likewiſe it was the Say- 
ing of a godly Miniſter, That, if he were to die in the 


| Pulpit, he would wiſh to die preaching Repentance ; and, 


if out of the Pulpit, he would wiſh to die practiſing Re- 
pentance. This is a Duty always in Seaſon, and ne- 
yer more ſeaſonable than when we go to ſeal a Cove- 
nant with God, or go to receive the Seal of God's 
Spirit in the Sacrament. We know bard Wax will 


not receive the Impreſſion of the Seal; wherefore we 


muſt firſt melt or ſoften the Wax before we apply the 
Seal : So the Heart muſt be firſt ſoftned and melted 
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— 


by Repentance and Humiliation for Sin, before any - 


Impreſſion be made thereon by the heavenly Seal of 


God's Spirit in the Sacrament. 

What Bathſbeba ſaith, Prov. xxxi. 6. 7. is very 
applicable here, Give ſtrong Drink unto him that is rea- 
dy to periſh, and Wine to thoſe that be of heavy Hearts 
(or bitter in Soul.) Let him drink and forget his Poverty, 
and remember his Miſery no more, So the Wine iy,the 
Sacrament is not for the Secure and Impenitent, but 


for thoſe who by Repentance and Humiliation for Sin . 


are in Poverty of Spirit, Bitterneſs of Soul, and Hea- 
. vineſs 


| 
| 
| 
g 
| 
| 
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vineſs of Heart for grieying and offending God. The 
Lord is graciouſly 7 to appoint this Wine for 

them, to refreſh and comfort their Hearts againſt the 
Senſe. of their Poverty and Miſery. Bleſſed ars they 


that mourn (at this Occaſion) for they ſhall be comfoart 
ed: Their Sorrow ſhall be turned into 7e. 


But, if you come with impenitent, inſenſible and 
hard Hearts to the Lord's Table, you will kindle'the 
Lord's Wrath e you for crucifying his beloved 
Son. As King Abaſusrut's Wrath was kindled againſt 
Haman for his bloody Plot againſt his beloved\ffther 
and her People, even while he was at the Banket of 
Wipe, and preſently gave Sentence againſt him: 80 

may the King of Heaven's Wrath be kindled againſt 
thee, while at this ſpiritual Banquet, and paſs Sen: 
tence on thee preſently, and ſay, Let Satan enter in 
with the Sap, and ſeal him up under bis Hardneſs, and © 
Impenitency, and carry him on to all Ungodligeſs till le 
be ripe for Hell. fa 

What Chriſt ſaid of the Phariſces Proſelyte, Matth, 
Xx1ij. 15. He was made twofold more the Child of Hell 
than themſelves, may well be ſaid of impenitent Re- 
ceivers ; by their Communicating in this Caſe, they 
may make themſelves twofold more the Children of 
Hell and the Devil than they were before : For there- 
by anc? fall more under the Power of Satan; they + 
increaſe their Hardneſs, ſtrengthen their Luſts ; and 
to all their former Sins they add the Guilt of profan- 

ing God's Ordinance, crucifying the Son of God a- 
freſh, and trampling his precious Blood under Foot. 
Impenitent Partaking is a Crime ſo offenſive to 3 
holy God, that it will bring all your other Sins freſh 
into God's Remembrance, and excite him to viſit you 
for them, according to that Word, Hof. viii. 13. 
They ſacrifice Fleſh for the Sacrifices of mine Offerings, 
and eat it ; but the Lord accepteth them not : That is 
ſad enough, but worſe follows ; Now will he remember 
their Iniquity, and viſit their Sint. Now will he do it, 
even while they are offering their Sacrifice, O impę: 
fy RN Ig. pitenf 
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nĩtent Sinners, God remembers your Sins at all 
Times, but eſpecially when you come to the Sacra - 
ment in a hardned Caſe; then will he remember how 
you have formerly abuſed his Mercies, wopnded his 

Son, grieved his Spirit, miſ-ſpent your Time, ne- 
glected his Worſhip, dealt hypocritically with him, 


deen unjuſt to your Neighbours, hated his People, 


Sc. So that he will, at the very Time you are re- 
ceiving, come and viſit your Sins, ſmite you with his 
Wrath, and give Satan Power over you. O then, 
were it not far better for you, before you come to the 
Lord's Table, to be remembering your Sins, and 
humbling yourſelves for them before the Lord ; than 
to have God remembring them in Wrath againſt you, 
when you are at the Table? b 4 Lo9. 
Now, for your Help in this Matter, ſet Time a- 
part before the Sacrament, read over our Larger Ca- 
tecbiſm upon the Ten Commandments ; and, as you 
read, carefully obſerve and mark the Duties you haye 
omitted, and the Sins you have committed againſt 
every one of the Commands; and from this you may 
form a black Catalogue of your Sins, which you 
ought to ſpread, as Hezekiah did Sennacherib's Let- 
ter before the Lord, and likewiſe before the Face of 
your own Conſciences, Had we but our Eyes in- 
lightned by God's Spirit, to take a View of ourſelves, 
and our manifold Spots in the Glaſs of God's holy 
and extenſive Law, then would we go humbly to 
God with Ropes about our Necks, Sorrow in our 
Hearts, Tears in our Eyes, and Confeſhons in our 
Mouths, caſt ourſelves down at the Foot: ſtool of his 
Mercy, and make full and particular Acknowledg- 

ments of our Guiltineſs before him. 2235 
And, to give ſome Inſtances; When we view the 
Firſt Commandment, let us be humbled for our Sins 
apainſt it, and conſeſs them; © Ah! have I not been 
* guilty of much Heart-Atheiſm ? Have I not doubt - 
ed of the Being or Providence of God? IIe 
* not 
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not much Ignorance, and many wrong Thoughts 
and Miſapprehenſiong of God? Hawe I got bern 
© forgetful of God my Maker and Preſerver? Have 
et pat the Creatute, the World, Self, and o 
„cher Things zn his Room ? Have 1 not aſcribed | 
my Mercies to others, to Fortune; to my dun 
„ wWiſdom and Induſtry, father than to God Alas 
ot my Seit love, Self ſeeking, Unbelief,: Diſtruſt, 
Hatred of God, Grieving his Spirit, Diſlike of his 
Image in his Ordinances, his Children, G. 
ay, How have I ſinned againſt the SecondiGoms 
4 mand, by deviſmg or approving other Ways of 
<  Workdip than God hath appointed, by not prizing 
pure Ordinances, by making Repreſentations of 
© God in my Mind, and entertaining wrong Con- 
c :coptiond dt hm :::: „„ „„ 
© 345, Apainſt che Third Command, by abuſing 
© God's, Name, his Scriptures, his Ordinances: B 
« irreverent Approaches to God, Hypocriſy, careleſs 
__ © Heating'and Communicating ;- by Perjary, Swear» 
_ © inp raſhly, ' Breach of Oaths and Vows ; by having 
© a Hand in the Perjury or Falſe-ſwearing of others; 
dy wreſting the Word, miſapplying Providences, 
Unthankfulneſs for Mercies, Inſenfibleneſs and In- 
© 'corrigibleneſt under Judgments and Afflictions. 
n Againſt the Fourth Command, by Forget - 
© falneſs of the Sabbath before it came, not preparing 
© fof it, not labouring to prevent what might diſtract 
us in the Duties of the Sabbath: By profaning the 
Sabbath when it came, by Idleneſs, needleſs Viſits, 
© unſuitable I houghts, Words and Actions; by world - 
© ly Cares and Buſineſs on the Sabbath; by needleſs 
© Recreations, ſeeking our own Pleaſures, not "= 
forming, or careleſs performing of the Duties of the 
© Sabbath, both in publick and private. Alas, I have 
been fo fat from calling the Sabbath a Delight, that 


© oft-times'my Heart hath ſaid, What a Wearineſs is 


* it! Ah, the ſtrict Obſervation of the Sabbath hath 
3D © been 


* 
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« been tech HA n hed Is af 
« When ſhall. bbath. be gone ©, 30 

« 5ibhy, TY the,Fifth 9 wr behay« 
| ' ing, myſelf ar n to mf ſrvexal Re atians; not 

c N que Reſpect to 4 ye Ys SEN; god 
55 Parents; 2 m, Praying; for 

c a covering their e 1 de 
c ; ORG, ſuitably, towards my Felony not admoniſh- 

{ OE AIR ben 2 in Well h vos cor- 

0 Chüczen, or 25 it yndp ly, pravoking 
[them * · And alſo carrying unſuitahly to- 
* wards my Equals, envying thzir Gifts, Prolperity, 
or grieving at their Advancement. 

« 61hly, Againſt the Sixth Command, by fnſal An- 
ger, ed, Malice, Deſire of Revenge; immode· 
rate Uſe of Meat and Prink; by Warrelliogs feht< - 
© ing, ſtriking, wounding, and doing. ſeveral. Things | 
© that tend to take away tbe Lives of others.; 2s O- 
c caſioning Quarrels, ſowing Strife and [Diſcord a- 
« mong Friends, Gc. by not; being duly. concerned 
© ſor the Preſervation of the Lives gf en r N 
© of their Souls or Bodies, 

« 71bly, Againſt the Seventh command, by aunckaſte- 
* Thoughts, Words and Actiens ; by. unclean Imegi- 
* nations, obſcene Speeches, wanton Geltures, immo- 
© deſt Apparel; not watching over my Senſes, Heart, 
Words, Actions; 5 eb g into bad Company, Oc- 
caſions ot Uncleanne by Drunkengefs, era 
6 and other Temptations thereunto ... 

* Bthly,, Againſt the Eighth Compand, by Steal ivg | 
6 Defraud} ing, Oppreſſion, Fan U nfaĩthſul 
in Bargains. # and Contracts, Idleneſs, Prodigality, 
C inordinate prizing of worldly, Goods... | + 4 +0). + 

« gthiy, Againſt the Ninth Command, by Slander-. 
ing, A Ig, eviling, Lying in Jeſt or Earneſt, ; 
* concealin ruth, I ſhould have ſpoken. ſpeak- 
* ing the "Truth unſeaſonably, and to a wrong Fuad, 
* ſuborning falſe Witnelles,pleading f hay wr 


a 
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«raſh cenſuring, aggravating ſmaller Faults, counte; 
< nancing evil Reports, extenuating groſs Sins. 
010%, gory bona Command, by Difcon- | 
tent with my own ition, envying and grievif 

c Good and Welfare, Tani. | 
© under Affliction. Alas, for my innumerable Breach⸗ 

Es of God's holy Commandments PN 
In the next Place, Take a View of che particular 

Aggravations of your Sins, and be deeply humbled for 

them; and lay them out before God in their blackeſt 

and bloodieſt Colours; © Ah, I have firined againſt 
more Light and Knowledge than others, againſt 

© many Checks of Jonſcience, Warnings, Adnionſti- 
ons and Reproofs. I have ſinned againſt more Mer - 

6 cies and Experiences of God's Kindneſs than vrhiers, 
I have had many gracious Offers of Peace and Par- 
don, nay; God has given me ſweet Intimations of 

© his Love and Good - will to my Soul; he hath ſome- 

« times ſmiled on me in Duty; given me Evlarge-. 
ments, Breakings and Meltings of Heart in Prayer, 
Hearing and Communicating; but I have been moſt 

« unthankful to him: Alas, for my Ingratitude for 

© Mercies ! I have finned againſt more Reſolutions, 

© Vows, Covenants and Engagements to the contra - 

© ry, than others have done. Ah, I have ſinned with 

< Deliberation, and fallen into the ſame Sins over a- 

gain. I have ſinned againſt my Conſeſſions, my 
Lamentations and Prayers. I have ſinned againſt 
God's Rods and Chaſtiſements upon myſelf, and a- 

_ <, paint terrifying Inſtances of God's Judgments up- 
on others. I have ſinned againſt the Patience aud 
Long - ſuffering of God, that hath waited upon me 
« for many Years. Alas, I have ſinned againſt Rea- 

« ſon, Conſcience, Intereſt, and a thouſand other ob- 

c ligations. I have'diſhonoured God, hardued the 
Wicked, and opened their Mouths againſt Religion. 

I have gratifed Satan, and brought up an ill Report 
on — Ways of God dy my Sins, more than many 

© others.. | | 


© More- 


{ 
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_ © Moreover} how grievouſſy have I finned  again(t 
« the GoſpelJiby lighting; not ſufficiently efteeming, 
« admiring, nd being thank ful. for tlie infinite, Love 
«of God diſplaped in Man's Redemption: By not 
loving and rejoicing in jeſus Chriſt and bim cruci- 
« fied: By reſting on my Duties, and not improving 
Chriſt, and relying on bim in all his Offices, not 
© accounting all Things Loſs and Dung for him: 
By not dying daily to Sin, nor 1 ; 
but often making light of that which nothing but 
the Blood of Chriſt could: expiate. Ah, I have not 
« ſought the Things of Chtiſt as my on, I have not 
preferred Jeruſalem to my chief Joy. My, Heart 
© hath-nov (like Eli's) trembled ſor the Ark of God: 
Nor hath my Soul (like Let's) been vezed from 
« Day to Day with the unlawful Deeds of theſe among 
whom L. live. I have not mourned! for the Afflicti- 
« ons of God's People, for the Signs of God's Anger, 
« or for the Sins of the Times. Alas ſor the Infir- 
< mities, Imperfections, and Iniquities | of; my holy 
Things! Oh, the Heart-hardneſa, Formality, Earth- 
« ly-mindedneſs, Deadneſs, Indiſpoſition, Wandrings, 
« Wearineſs, Unpreparedneſs, and Want of Reliſh 
that hath attended my Attendance on boly Ordinan- 
« ces, and particularly this of the Lord's Supper l I 
© haye reſted in the mete Outſide of Duties. I have 
© had. little Appetite after this refreſhing Ordinance 
* of the Lord's Supper, I have not approached to it 
with ſuch ſolemn Preparation, Examination, Hu- 
* miliation, renewing of Covenant, as IL ought f to 
have done. I have walked unanſwerably after the. 
© Communion, and have not minded my Reſolutions 
* and Engagements as becomes a worthy, Communi- 
LechntiLI noi rod got r h cl 2d Ee 
Having thus aceuſed yourſelves, and gonſeſſed your 
Sins before God, as far as you can remember; pro- 
ceed alſo to judge and condemn, yourſelves. forrthem,. 
laying, © O what a wretched Rebel agaiuſt God have 
1 been, yea, even à 9 af Fallin, ftp of, Un- 


« cleanneſs, 


„and Soul-ma 
 ©- of Meroy 
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6 cleannels; and a” Sink of Miſery ! I have been a 
Heaven · daring, God-provoking, Chriſl-crucifying; 
© Spirit<quenching,, Law- breaking, Goſpel- deſpiſing, 
Sinnet l Lord, can thy 
open to receive ſuch a Monſter of Wick ⸗ 
. edneſs at I have been? Surely I deſerve rather to 
be trampled under the Feet of thy Juſtice, than to 
de embraced in the Arms of thy Mercy; for, alas, 
I. have trampled under my Feet all thy glorious At- 
c tributes e I have abuſed thy Mercy and Patience, 
© and eontemned thy Wiſdom and Power. I have 
© deſpiſed thy Goodneſs; that hath been unto me like 
the dtbpping Dew. I have incenſed the infinite 
c: Power of my dread Sovereign againſt me, ho by 
a Word can unhinge the World, and tear up its 
Foundations as eaſily as he laid them. I have ex- 
6 afperated the Juſtice of that mighty One, who by 
c. his Breath can crumble me to Duſt, and conſume 
© me to Powder. Lord, I have ſinned againſt the 
c cleareſt Light, and deareſt Love: Nay, I have re- 
c peated and reiterated my hainous Sins; I have gone 
from committing Sin to confeſſing Sin, and from 
c confeſling Sin to committing Sin again. Ah I have 
6 lived as careleſly and irreligiouſly, as if there had 
© been no God to puniſh; nor Devil to tarment; no 


_ © Sweetneſs in Heaven, nor Bitterneſs in Hell. 0 
c what Indignities and Aﬀronts haſt thou born/with 


© from me, a poor, undeſerving, ill-deſerving, yea, 
< Fell-deſerving Wretch! Never were the Wages 
© more due to the Labourer, than Damnation ãs due 
© t6 me. If every Sin brings down a Curſe, and de- 
c ſerves Hell; how many Thouſand Hells, how many 
„Millions of Curſes do I deſerve? O how miſerable 
© ſhould I be for ever, if thou, Lord, ſhouldſt deal 


©. with me according to my Deſervings ! I have for- 
feited all Intereſt in thy Favour, and all Claim. to 


thy Mercy: 1:deſerve not to live in thy World, 
© bx to breathe in thy Air; but to have my Name 
c blotted” out from under Heaven, yea, to have, - 
r 8. A the 
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the Curſes of thy Book, and all the Vhs of thy 
„Wrath poured out on me, even a Deluge of Fire 
« and Brimſtone rained upon me without Intermiſfton: 
I deſerve to be hung up in Chains of everlaſting 
« Darkneſs, to be a Monument of Jaſtice, und à De- 
c rifion of Devils for evermore. I cuſt don my Soul, 
Lord, at thy Feet; tho thou Thouldlt take it up 
« and fling it into Hell, I behoved to fay, Thin art 
c 1 ; for the hotteſt Place in Heil is to good 
C K 163 Huren 

© Oh, ſhall ſuch a Wretch as I think of approach- 
© ing to thy Table? What may I expe& there but 
« Frowns from the Maſter of the Feaſt? While the 
© Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſeth with Healing in his 
Wings to thoſe that fear thy Name, thy Wrath may 
« burn againſt me as Fire, and devour me as'Stabble, 
The Day of Feaſting and Rejoicing, Sacrifice: and 
« Atonement to thy ſine ce Servants, may be a Day 
« of Wrath and Trouble, Darknefs and Gloomineſa 
« unto me. While they are Taying, Comes let us go 
t unte the Houſe of the Lord, our Feet ſhall ſtund uiib- 
« in thy Gates, O Zion, within thy Courts, O God; 1 
« may juſtly be ſaying, ' The great Day of his Wrath 
« is come, and who ſhall be able to ſtand? And 
« when thy Children, Lord, ſhall go with Confidence 
and preſent themſelves before thee, arrayed in the 
« Righteouſneſs of thy Son, lifting up their Heads 
with Joy, knowing the Time of their Redemption 
« draws nigh ; I may be hiding myſelf in the Dens 
« and Rocks of the Mountains, ſaying, Fall on me, and 
« hide me from the Face of him that ſits.on the Throne. 
I may ſee them taken in and ſet down at the Table 
© above with the King, and mvlelf eternally thruſt 
© out. And, while they are feaſted and rejoicing at 
© thy Table, I may juſtly be lying under the Wrath 
of the Lamb. | MLL gas: 

* 'Oh Lord, I have made Light of the Goſpel-feaſt, 
© and preferred the Things of the World before it; 
ſo that thou mayſt juſtly ſay to me, that I ſhall ne- 

| ver 
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ver taſte of thy Supper; or, if I go to it, that it 
«. ſhall not be for the better but for the worſe, I ſhak 
</.njeet-with a Frown inſtead of. a Smile, a Curſe: ide 
© {head of a: Welcome, a Breach, inſtead of a Bleſſing, 
Lord, thou mayſt inſtead of Bread give me a Stone, 
< and for the Cup of the New. Teſtament give me « 
Cup of Wrath and Trembling. Thou mayſt juſtly 
< turn my hard Heart into a Stone, inſtead of turn- 
ing my ſtony Heart into a Heart of Fleſh," |. 
When thou haſt in this Manner aggravated by 
Crimes, and condemned thyſelf, yet do not deſpair ; 
but, as the poor condemned Criminal may cry for 
Mercy, ſo let a poor, humbled, ſelf : condemned Sin- 
ner ery to a merciful God for Pity. Say, Lord, I 
am aſhamed and confounded at my former Madneſs 
6 and Folly ; I have nothing to plead for myſelf, ex · 
© cept, with the poor Publican ſtanding afar: off, to 
ſmite upon my Breaſt, and lift up mine Ryes to 
Heaven, and ſay, God be merciful to me a Sinner, 
All my Refuge, all my Hope is in the free Mercy 
© of God thro' jeſus Chriſt. Lord, make me a Mo. 
© nument of free Grace to all the Ages of Eternity, 
But, alas, I am aſhamed to ſpeak of Mercy and 
© Grace, who have already abuſed ſo much thereof, 
yea, trampled on the Blood that ſhould ſave me. 
© But; Lord, what can 1 do, or whither ſhall I go? 
© Should I deſpair with Cain, or make away myſelf 
- © with Judas? Oh, no; This, Lord, were to affront” 
thy Mercy yet more, and utterly to reje& the Go+ 
© ſpel-remedy, which thou valueſt ſo. bighly. This 
© Thing I will not do; but, ſeeing I have heard:ſa 
© glorious a Report of the Mercy of the King of //- 
© rael, I will eyen venture to his Throne of Grace, 
© where free Mercy reigns to pardon abounding Sins, 
and where Jeſus Chriſt fits to ſave the Chief of Sin- 
ners. Lord Jeſus, reach from Heaven thy merciful 
© Hand to ſave me a poor Sinner, who, like Peter, am 
« ready to ſink in the Sea of my Sins and Miſeries; 
chat ſo the Pleſſing of a heavy-laden Sinner, that 
* 18 
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FER" to o periſh, may come on thy Head ſor ever. 
« .Lerd, Ae me, or elſe 1 periſh ; waſh away the Guilt 
of my many heinous Sins, with the Merit of that 
Blood, which ran down from thy Wounds on the 
c Croſs, that I am to ſee repreſented in the Sacra- 
ment, or I am undone. © Lord, I am told of the 
« Efficacy of this Blood, that it bath a mighty Cur- 
s rent, "nd the higheſt — of Guilt cannot 
« ſtop irs Courſe; Oh let the bleſſed, Experiment be 
tried on me, as it hath been on Thouſands before 
„me. I am alfo told, that thou baſt ſought-after 
many Sinners while running from thee, nay, fol- 
« lowed them to the very Gates of Hell with a Par- 
« don in thy Hand; and, when Satan has been ready 
« to tumble them in, thou haſt caught them and 
brought them back again. And, vilt thou now re- 
© fuſe me, who am ſeeking aſter thee? Lord, thou 
© heardſt- and helped, nay, died for Enemies, be- 
© fore they cried to thee for Help: And, wilt thou | 
« reject me, who am come to lay down. my Arms, 
« and cry to thee for Mercy? Haſt thou not faid, 
that he that confeſſeth and forſaketh ſhall find Mer- 
cy? Thy Word was never yet known to fail; Le | 
de it to me according to thy Word.” | 

And, having betaken thyſelf to Chriſt thy Sorety? s 
Merit, 'bumbly plead it with God for thy Pardon and 
Acceptance; Say, Lord, I have indeed broken all 
© thy Commands; but, hath not my Surety fulfilled 
them all? I have, alas, affronted thy Juſtice; but, 
© hath not my Surety ſatisfied it? I have deſerved 
« thy Wrath, but he hath endured it. The Chaſtiſe- 
ment of my Peace was upon him; o let the Merit 
of his Righteouſneſs be upon me. Lord, remem+ 
ber not what 1 have done againſt thee, but remem- 
© ber what he hath done and ſuffered for me. Oh, 
© when I conſider thy Greatneſs and my, own Unwor- 
* thineſs, thy Purity and my Uncleanneſs, thy Glo- 
* ry and my Vileneſs, I am confounded and diſcou- 
* raged to draw near to thy Table: But when I Leon: 
| er 
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4 fider t Bounty and 'Goodneſs,' my Saviour's Me. 


©. rit, and thy Mercy and Readineſs to forgive, I am 
© encouraged to come. And, O that I could come 
vith a broken and contrite Heart, which is u plea· 
4 ſant eee „ eee enden 
Obj. But (faith ſome poor diſcouraged Soul) 7 
would ſuin ſet about this Wirk of Humiliation, in bre 
to prepare.me for the Sacrament; but O ny hard Hrurt 
will not break, alas, it is fo hardened and bound up, Ih 
I cann't get one Tear for Sin. e e e Tu OP 
An. Remember chat it is Chriſt who hath purchaſe. 

ed, who hath promiſed, and who freely beſtoweth Re- 
pentance on poor Sinners; therefpre go to him and 
ſeek it: And, that it may be wrought in you, plead 
ſor the bleſſed Spirit, which he hath alſo promiſed, to 


de ſent to take off the Scales of Bli from your 
Eyes which Satan hath put on, that ſo you may ſee 


Sin in its Blackneſs and Deformity. Cry with Je, 


What I ſee not, teach thou me; O make me te know 

Tranſgrefſion and my Sin. God hath ſet before you ſe- 
veral Looking-glaſſes to repreſent the Evil of Sin to you; 
o make Uſe of them. You have the 6/% of God's 
holy Nature, the G/a/5 of his holy Law, the Glaſ5 of 
the Damned's Torments, and the 4 i of Chrilt's 
Enfferings: Look frequently into theſe. View the 
infinite Purity and Spotleſneſs of God's Nature; con- 
ſider his holy Law init ſpiritual Meaning and largę Ex- 


tent ; meditate on the eternal Shrieks and inge of 


damned Souls: And, in a ſpecial Manner, behold Ci 
Bloody Aponies for Sin. A right Look of him whom ye 
have pierced, will cauſe you monrn, Zech. xii. 10. 


Come then, O 'hard-hearted Sinner, and behold 


how thy Sins pierced Chriſt's Head with Thorns, his 
Hundt and Feet with Nails, his Side with a Spear, and 
his Heart with Sorrows : Behold how they preſſed him 
down in the'Garder, till he ſwate Blood: Behold how 


they bound a heavy Cro/7 on his Back, till he fainted 
with the Load: Behold how they nailed him to the 


cnrſed Tree, and made God frown upon him, ſo. * 
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he was forced to cry out, My God, my God, why: beſt 
thou 2 me; O canſt thou look on Goigatha or 
Getbſemane with dry Eyes, or an unconcerned Heart ? 
Canſt thou ſee Chriſt's Eyes weep, and bis Heart 
melted like Max within him, and yet thy Heart con- 
tinue hard, and thine. Eyes dry? Come bhearken to 
his dying Groans, and look to his b/eeding Wounds > 
Think you hear him ſaying t you, Behold what your 
Sins have. done is: there any Sorrow, lite my Sorrow ? 
O wilt thou not ſay to thy hard Heart, What is 
« this that thou haſt done? Is not this the Son of 
God, and the King of Glory, that thou haſt mur- 
c dered by thy Sins; and, wilt thou not be grieved 
« for them ? Shall the bard Rocks rent, the. dead 
Earth ſhake, the Temple's Veil rend, the Sun 
(veil its bright Face, the Heavens put on a mourn- 
ing Habit, and the whole Creation look ſad; when 
© Chriſt is ſuffering for thy Sins, and thou the guilty 
© Criminal, that ſhould bave eternally howled in 
© Hell's Flames, ſtand only unconcerned? Be &+ 
ſtaniſbeul, O Heavens, at this | and let thy hard Heart 
bluſh and be-aſhamed for it. Ah l ſhall the Hiſtory 
of 7oſeph in the Pit move your Heart more than! that 
of Chriſt upen the Groſs ? Shall the News of the tragi- 
cal Death or Sufferings of one of your Friends os 
Countrymen among the Turks, move your Heart 
ſooner than the Death and Sufferings of the innocent 
Son of God? O then go to God, and complain of 
thy hard Heart; take it and lay it beſore God's Pro- 
miſe, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. and plead that he would take 
it away, according to his Word. Lord, thou 


© cured'ſt all Manner of Plagues and Diſeaſes which 


© were brought to. thee -while thou waſt on Earth: 
© And, haſt, thou not the ſame Bowels of Mercy now 
in Heaven? Surely thy Goodnels is ſtill the fame, 
© thy Hands are not ſhortned that they cannot ſave : 


© Nay, there are Holes now in thy Hands, to Jet 
© Bleflings drop through them the more freely to us. 


Thou art my only Phyſician, and to N —4 
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© look ſor the Cure: Lend weg will 40 ub 
the Plaiſter of thy Blood. Nest 

* Mourning is abſolute} neteſſary mr bee, o A 
| munitant, if thou wouldſt have the Wine of 'Conſolttion) 
in the Sacrament. When did Jacob find God in Bre- 
thel, but 'when he wept: and made Supplication u Gel 
Hol. xii. 4. When did Mary meet with Chriſt, but 
when be ſought bim wee ping and ſorrowing # Jobamx. 

11. If you caſt out a Flood of Tears in Chriſt's Way 

he will not be able for his compaſſionate Heart to 
| paſs over it, but will turn in and lodge with you. 

Object. Alas! I cannot win to wn for Sin. Are 
Tears abſolutely neceſſary ? * + whe 

Anſ. They are very deſirable whers? oi the 
Priitents Tears are the Foy of Angels, and the Delight 
of © God; he keeps a Bottle for tes But yet all Con- 
ſtitutions are not alike moiſt; a tender Heart | 

be matched with a dry Brain that cannot eaſily com- 
mand Tears; and ſome perhaps may lay more Streſs 
on Tears than on the Frame of the Heart that pro- 
duces them, not minding that God looks more to the 
inward Frame than to the outward Expreſſions. But 
the Truth is, if thou be one that canſt get Tears for 
other Things, for worldly Loſſes and Croſſes, and 
yet can ſind none for Sin, it is a Sign thy Heart is not 

right. How ma alas, can weep abundantly for 
2 Loſs of a Chi bild, yea, for a Horſe or Cow, and 
yet have not one Tear for the Loſs of _ A or 
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DIRECTION X 


Flee 0% Feſus Chriſt by Faith, and ee Fm 


t be is offered to you in the Jp, e 
ge. Come 10 Abs. Table. », Le 


| n 
Nos bers Right to Chriſt's 7* able; but theſe who 
come ſirſt to hini in the ay Nac for it is 


4 deſigned only for Believers, | | 
What 
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What hath been ſuid above, e the Multi- 
tude and Heinouſtzeſs of your Sins, for which 
ought to be humbled and -moutn, may ſetve to Gew | 
your great Need df Chriſt to delivery you-from them, 
Think not that your Repentance, 'Confeſſions or 
Tears for Sin, can any ways ſatisfy the Juſtice of God. 
for it, or merit Acceptance or Pardos for 'you : This 
were to put theſe Things in ChH/s Room, that are 
only Means to lead you to bim; and to take up with 
a Righteouſneſs of your own, inſtead of his, that-alle- 
narly can atone the 7uftice of God for Sinners. O then 
ſee that ye look beyond all to Chriſt alone for Atone- 
ment, Righteouſneſs, Pardon and Salvation, and count 

all Things but Dung and Lo/5 in reſpect of him. 

Now, ſince the Goſpel offers Chriſt to all that hear 

it, and the Call and Command to receive and embrace 
Chriſt as a Saviour is given to all and every one 
even to the vileſt of Sinners; you have a full Mar- 
rant. to lay hold on him for Pardon, and.flee-to him 
for Mercy; and you 'heinouſly fin againſt God and 
your own Soul, if you negle@ to do it. Hou ſhall 
we. eſcape if we negled? fo great a Salvation," and Light : 
ſo great a Saviour? 
I ſhall therefore make Uſe of ſome Motives to preſs | 
poor periſhing Sinners to flee from Sin and Wrath to 
Jeſus Chriſt the only Saviour, and to receive and reſt 
upon him for Life and Salvation; and then come to 
the Sacrament, to get their Right and Title og 4 
and all his Parchaſe ſealed and confirmed. 

I. Take a View of the Miſery of a Natural aid 
riſtleſ Condition; and O that God would open your 
Eyes to let you ſee. it, and convince you, that, while 
thou art in this State, thou art a Rebel to thy God, a 


Prodigal to thy Father, a Slave to thy Liſts, nd an 


Alien to the — of 1/rael 7 If thou comeſt 
not to Chriſt with thy Burdens, the whole Burden of - 
unpardoned Sin lies upon thy own Back; and this is 


a Burden that will fink thee lower than the Grave; 


nay, it will preſs thee to the loweſt Hell, and keep 
P | thee 


a 
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thee eternally ſinking there, Conſider alſo, how vile 

and lothſome thqu and all thy Aftions, whether Na, 

tural, Civil or Religious, are in the Sight of a holy 


God, while chou art out of Chriſt: Thy Soul is n- 


ked, and ſwarms with the Ver mine of filthy Luſty * 


and thou haſt neither a Garment to cover thee, nor i 
Fountain to waſh thee : The Leproſy of Sin ſpreads 
over all, ſo that, from the Crown of the Head to the 
Sole of the Foot, there is nothing but Bruiſes and pu- 
trifying Sores ; ſo that there is no Mire ſo unclean; no 


Vomit ſo lothſome, no Carion ſo offenſive, no Peſtis 
lence ſo noiſome, as thou art in thy Chriſtlefs State, in 
the Eyes of a holy God, who cannot look upon Iniquity 


but with Abhorrence. Again, conſider thou art 3 


Slave to Satan the worſt of Tyrants; he rules and 


works in your Hearts, as a Workman doth in his 
Shop, Eph. ii. 2. He uſes your Powers, Faculties, 


ſays, Go, and you go: Do this, and you do it. Your 
Bondage is worſe than the Hraelites under Pharaoh. 
for they groaned under theirs, but you; alas I are 
not ſenſible of yours, neither will you believe it. 
The Devil knows, that, if you perceived your Slave“ 
ry, you would ſeek to make your Eſcape from him; 
therefore, to make ſure Work, he deals with you-as 
the Philiſtines did with Samſon, puts out your Det, 


for Liberty: O that God would open them, and cauſe 
you groan under your Fetters, and look to Chriſt for 
Relief, | | N 


7 


Moreover, while tbou art in thy Chriſtleſs State, 


God's Wrath is ſtill burning againſt - thee, the flam- 


ing Sword of Juſtice is always over thy Neck, 


Pſal. vii. 11. God is angry with the Wicked every Do, 


every Day of the Week, and every Hour of the Day: 


7 "When thou goeſt out and comeſt in, riſeſt up or lieſt 


down, God is ſtill angry with thee; yea, he hath 
bent his Bow, and made ready his Arrows, which are 


| | Nay, 


\ 


Senſes and Members, according to his Pleaſure :- He 


that you may not ſee your Chaim, nor look to Chriſt - 


ſteeled with Wrath, and headed with Vengeance: | 
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Nay, his Bow is drawn, and his Arrows are at the 
Flight; and, O Chriſtleſs Soul, thou art the only 
Butt thereof j and, if he let them fly, they will pierce 
thee to the very Soul, and who will heal that Wound? 
What a dangerous State is this 
And further, all the Carſes of the Law are fevelled 
againſt thee, and a juſt God is engaged by his Oath 
to ruin thee, if thou abideſt in this State, Heb. iii. 
18. To ubm ſuare he, thit they ſbould nos enter into 
bis Reſt, but to them that believed not? Should not 
the Thoughts of this make thee tremble? Were it 
but the Oath of a Man or Company of Men to pro- 
cure thy Death, as of theſe forty Men that bound 
themſelves with an Oath, they wovld neither eat nor 
drink till they killed Paul, it would bereave thee 
of thy Night's Reſt and Quiet till they were made 
Friends with thee : And, will the Oath of the great 
God have no Effect upon thee, nor move thee to flee 
to Chriſt for Protection and Reconciliation ? Who 
tan help thee or deal for thee, if Chriſt be neglected ? 
With what Face canſt thou look to bim, or cry for 
Mercy from him, when he comes to judge thee at 
the laſt Day? If thou remain Chriſtleſs now, thou 
wilt be 3 helpleſs and hopelefs then. 0 
think, what pale Faces, quivering Lips, fainting 
Hearts, and trembling Conſciences will be among 
Chriſtleſs Sinners then! How will their Heads hang 
down, and Knees knock together, and cry, May for 
the Day! They can look nowhere for Comfort; for 
the Judge frowns on them, the Saints deride them, 
their own Friends upbraid thi&m, the Angels mack 
them, the Devils ſcoff at them, the Heavens thunder 
againſt them, the Earth flames about them, and Hell 
groans for them, and down they will go roqritig and 
howling for eve. ne, 
O Chriſtlefs Soul, how canſt thou think to ly in 
that dark Dungeon for ever, where there is nothing 
but Weeping and Gnaſhing *of Teeth to be heard, an 
utter Darkneſs to be ſeen, but never a Blink of * 
21 Light 
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Light of God's Favour to all Eternity? How, wilt 
thou live in that Pit where there is noWater/? Not 1 
Drop of Comfort or Refreſhment to the thirſty ſeavchs 
ed Priſoners; no, not ſo much as, one Drop to cool. 


their Tongue: The Torments there are both endi*({7 
and eaſeleſs. O poor Chriſtleſs Soul, thou art, as it 
were, apprehended by Juſtice for thy Debt, and brought 
the Length of, this Priſon-door, and there are Hun- 
dreds of Diſeaſes and Devils waiting for a Warrant 
to open the Door to let you in ; and, wilt thou not 
employ a Surety, nor ſeek for a Ranſom, when Ju» } 
ſtice is waiting a while to ſee if thou wilt do it, and 
Chriſt is cargeſtly offering himſelf to be thy Cauti- 
oner, and his Blood to ranſom thee from this Pit? 
and to be ſure no other Thing will do it. See Zech. 
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II. As it is God's Command that you ſhould re- 
ceive and believe on his Son Jeſus Chriſt; ſo he da- 
clares that it is a Work above all others moſt pleaſing 
to him, Jahn vi. 29. It is cmphatically called his 
Commandment, 1 John iii. 23. being | a Command he 
values more than all other Commands in the Bible: 
And ſo, upon the other Hand, there is no Sin ſo pro- 
voking to God, as Unbelief and rejecting of Chrilt; 
yea he is more offended with it, than with the break» 
ing of all his other Commands. See Heb. x. 28, 29. 
Put all your other Sins in one Scale, and Unbelief in 
another, and you will find that Unbelief weighs down 
all the reſt; for it is a Slighting of the whole Work 
of Redemption, which is the Maſter- piece of all God's 
Works, being that which his Heart is moſt ſet upon, 
and he hath been at moſt Pains about, 1 Fohn iv. 9. 
O be perſuaded then to do the Work that is moſt 
acceptable to God, and obey his great Command of 
believing upon the Name of his Son, The whole Crea- 
tion obeys his Commands; he commands the Sun to 
run its daily Courſe, and it obeys him; he commands 
the Sea to ebb and flow twice a Day, and it obeys 
to a Minute; he commands the Angels and - ans 
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Hoſts, of Heaven, and they punctually obey. bim: 
And, will, you only be diſobedient to him, and that 
to his beloved Command, when yet be hath done 
more for you than for the whole Creation? «8 
III. Conſider what an unſpeakable Mercy and Ha 
pineſs it is, to you, to enjoy the free Offers of Jelis 


| Chriſt, and to have Gad commanding you to receive 


him. How would the fallen Angels value ſuch a'Mer- 
cy, if they had it! They would not be Joth to leave 
their Dungeon and accept of a Saviour, as you are: 
But their State is eternally hopeleſs and deſperate, 
there is no Remedy for their Miſery. O do not put 
yourſelves ig the ſame Caſe with them, by ſlighting 
the offered Remedy. How would damned Souls prize 

ſuch an Offer! The leaſt News and remoteſt Hopes 
of it would make them leap in their Chains, and fing + 
in the Flames. O bow glad would they be to lift up 
their flaming Hands to grip to the Cords of Love and 
Mercy, it they could be let down to them in that 
dark Dungeon! Why then ſhould ye wilfully put your- 
ſelves into the ſame hopeleſs Condition with them by 
your Unbelief ? Nay, your neglecting ſo many Offers 
will ſink you far deeper in that ſcalding Lake of Fire 
and Brimſtone, and increaſe your Flames to more Ve- 
hemency than theſe of others who have not been fo 
privileged. . O how will Devils, Turks, fews and Pa- 
gans upbraid you, there, for your inexcuſable Folly 
in ſighting your Mercy, and deſtroying your Souls 1 
Be wiſe then in Time, prize your Privilege, and con- 


* ſider the Things that belong to your Peace, befors they ' 
* be hid from your Eyes. | 


IV.. Conſider what an excellent and ſuitable Help 
Chriſt is for. fallen Sinners; he is well furniſhed and 
qualified for, your Caſe ; he hath Gold for your Po- 
verty, Eye-/alve for your Blindneſs, Balm for your 
Wounds, Phy/ick for your Diſeaſes, Bread for your 
Hunger, white Raiment for your Nakedneſs, a me 
tain for your Pollution, and a Ranſom for your Debt 
and Bondage. In a Word, he hath a broad * 
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for your broad Sore, 4 deep Fountain for 
| Guilty he is the pe Cm hens for e 
Sinners. Behold bew 6ne Deep calls to another, the 
| h of thy Mifery for the Depth of his Merey. Are 
Sins and Miſeries very extenſive, then view the * 
rge Dimenfions of his Mercy: Who can fathom the 
Height; the Depth, the Breadth or Length of it:? 
As for ies Height,” it is high as Heaven, and ſur» 
mounts the higheſt Mountains of Guilt; it is ſod 
that it can bury the greateſt of your Sins; it is as bi 
as the Eaſt is from the Welt; and, for its Length, 
it is from Everlaſting to Everlaſting: So that it fab 
ly anfwers all your Wants and Miſeries. In Chrift 
there is all you need or can deſire; there is both 
Food and Phyfick, Clothing, Strength and Cordials, 
O Sinner, here is Blood to juſtify thee, and Water to 
cleanſe” thee ; here the Water of Life, O Believer, 
that will reftore thy Soul again, renew thy Youth as 
tze Eagles, cure all thy Diſeaſes, and heal all thy 
Pains. Ina Word, you bave in Chriſt all that can 
make you good, all that can make you great, and all 
that ean make you appr. 
V. Conſider how near you are to Chriſt and Mer- 
cy. The Remedy is prepared, and Salvation is brought 
to your very Door: So that you need not ſay, Who 
will aſcend to Heaven, and bring me down the Water of 
Life? for it is brought to Earth to thy Hand: You 
need not ſay, Who will roll me away the Stone from the 
i#ell-mouth ? for Chriſt hath done it for thee, and jt 
is now a Fountain opened, and running by your Door. 
O why will you be ſo mad as periſh for. Thirſt be-. 
- fide this Fountain? or ſtarve for Hunger befide a full 
Feaſt ? or die of your Wounds beſide a Phyſician? 
and all for Want of a Heart to accept of the Offer, 
© it' would be ſad to be fo near Chrift, and yet eter- 
 Hally miſs him; to periſh like the Thief on the Croſs 
with a Saviour at your Side; to be within a Step of 
him, and yet never touch him; yea, to fink into Hell 
betwixt the out-ſtretched Arms of bis Metey, _ 
2 | wi 
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with his ſweet Calls ſounding in your Ears. .. What 
a Heart-ſtinging Conſideration will this be to yon in 
that Place of Tormentfor >ver I O chen ſtir pp your- 
ſelves to take Hold of Chriſt, when he is ſo near and 
in your Offer: Strive earneſtly; while there is an AK 
prepared, and a Window opened in the Side of it, 
and the Hand of Mercy put forth to pull in ſhelter - 
leſs Doves that can find no Reſt elſewhere; I ſay, 
ſtrive to come near by the Wings of Faith, make your 
Neſt (at leaſt) beſide the Hole's Mouth: Be not found 
hovering without, leſt the Flood waſh you off from 
the Sides of the Ark, and ye periſh miſerably. If 
you be ſo fooliſh, you will with eternally that ye had 
never heard of Chriſt, or that ye had been born a- 
mong the wild Indians or Myhometans, that never 
heard a Sermon, or witneſſed a Communion, 

VI. Conſider how importunate Chrift is in his Of 
fers, and how much he preſſeth you to receive him, 
Wiſdom crieth in the Streets, Prov. i. Chrilt makes 
loud and open Proclamation of himſelf, and oft re · 
peats his Calls, J. lv. 1. Ho, every one that thin 
eth, come ye to the Waters, and he that hath no Mongy, 
come ye, bay and eat, yea, come, & c. Behold, how 
earneſt is he with Sinners, that he bids them come to 
him three Times in one Verſe, Come, Come, Gome 1 
What alluring Methods bath-he taken to gain yohr 
Hearts? How tenderly and affectionately doth he - 


call and court backward Souls! /. li. 4. Hartes 


unto me, my People; give Eur unto me, O my, Nation, 
What melting Expr s are theſe ? My People, My 
Nation! 3 Ko 


But, if Calls do not prevail, he comes himfelf 6 
ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt. He came perſo- 
nally in the Dayt of his Fleſh, and now he comes by 
his Spirit in his Mord and Ordinances. The three wiſe 
Men came from the Eaſt a long Journey to {tek Chriſt ; 
but now Chriſt hath come from Heaves to Earth, a 
long Journey; yea, come to every one of your GCor- 

IALY | "yr"  fregations 
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rdeations to ſeek” von: And, are ye not wy 1% 

be Found of him ? 
—_ he is content to follow you vie ye run a 
om him, and purſue you with his: gracious Of- 


heed. As the Rock followed the Iſraelites in the Ml. 


derneſ5 with its running Streams of Water, ſo Chriſt 


our ſpiritual Rock follows you now with the Streams 


of his Mercy and Blood, to waſh and ſave you. 0 
Sinner, if you will not hear the Words of his Mouth, 
bearken to the Call of his Wounds, which are opened 
as ſo many Mouths to plead with you. He hath ſuf 


ſered his bleſſed Side to be opened, that ye might look 


into his bleeding Heart, and fee it panting with Love, 
and alſo hear the Sounding of his Bowels ti yards you; 


Will not this prevail? Then behold him by Faith 


with a heavy Croſs on his Back weighted down witk 
your Sins, and the Curſes of a broken Law follow- 
ing you, and calling after you, Hear him knocking 
with his nailed Hands at the Door of your Hearts, 
ſaying, Open to me, poor periſhing Sinner; give me 
Harbour in thy Heart; behold what I have ſuffered 
from. Heaven, Earth and Hell for thee; look What 
Juſtice hath done; look what the Devil, the Romans, 
the Jews, and my on Diſciples have done. View 
my Head, my Side, my Hands and my Feet, my 
wounded Body and my bruiſed Soul. O canſt thon 


find in thy Heart to keep Chriſt at the Door, when 
thus wounded, bleeding and mangled for thee? Wilt 


thou let him and all the Day long, when he hath 
put on his dyed Garments and red Apparel, to court 
thy backward Heart, and when he is ſaying,: O Sin- 
ner, if thou wilt not believe, reach hither thy Hand 
and feel the Print of the Nails, yea, thruſt it into viy 
pierced Side, and feel my warm bleeding Heart, and ſee 
if T love you not? Wilt thou deny him Accels,! who 
has done ſo much for thee ? 

Will not this prevail ? then behold him difplayiog 
his gtorious Beaut 5 and Excellency before thine Eyes 


in a preached Goſpel, to win thy Heart. Will not 
Mini- 


1 
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Miniſters Commendations of him move thee ? Then 
hear how he commends himſelf; I am the Re/e of Sha- 
ron, and the Lily of the Vallies 1 am the' true . ine ; 
I am the gaod Shepherd, &c. And, will you. not be- 
lieve his own; Report, who. cannot lie ? Surely he is 
in good Earneſt with you when he takes this Courſe. 

Will not this do? then hearken how mournfully 
he complains when he wants Succeſs, and paſſionately 
regretes your Folly in rejecting him. He fighs when 
he mentions. it, P/a/, Ixxxi. 13. O that my People had 
hearkned unte me! He bitterly. laments it, Mat, xxiii. 
37. © Feruſulem, Fetuſalem, how often would. I have 

athered thy Children together, and ye would not! He 

oubles the Name, to ſhew his tender Affection; as 
David when he regretes his Son 4b/alom, O my Son 
Abſalom, my Son, my Son! &. How often would. I 
have gathered you under my Wings ? How many an af- 
fectionate Sermon, Call and Invitation have I given 
you, but all to no Purpoſe? Shall I go through a Sea 
of Wrath and Blood to ſave. you, and will ye not ac - 
cept of me when I have done it? Shall I ſhed my 
Blood in vain ? Shall I bear the Wrath of God, the 
Scorns of Men, the Terror of Death and Curſe of the 
Law to no Effect? Will ye ſtill prefer your Sins be- 
fore me, and hear Satan's Knocks ſooner than mine ? 

Hear that compaſſionate Complaint, Jobs v. 40. 
Ye will not come to me, that -ye might have Life : As if 
he had ſaid, © Why run ye ſo faſt from your Saviour? 
Why come ye not to me, who am come from Hea - 
ven to ſeek and ſave you? It is not an Enemy, but 
* a Friend, ye run from: The worſt Turn I would 
* do you is to fave your Lives: Le will go without 
* much preſſing to the Devil, to get Death and eter - 
* nal Damnation; but ye will not come to me to get 
© Life and eternal Salvation. O what inexpreſſible 
Madneſs are ye guilty of” = 

Behold how he wept for ſelf-deſlroying Jeruſalem, 
rejecting his Offers, Luke xix. 41. When he ſat down 
to conſider their Caſe, his Bowels yerned with PRYs 
| Q is 
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his Tongue broke forth in Lamentation, and His Ryes 


guſhed out with Tears; ſo that his Weeping even in- 
terrupted his Voice, and made him utter ſhort and ab- 
rupt Expreſſions, /f thou hadſi known, even thou, dt leaf 
in this iy Dq, & c. where he ſeems to at every 
other Word, and drop firſt a Word, and then a Test. 
What a moving Sight was this, to ſee the Son of God 
in fach a Pang of Grief, and Flood of Tears for loff 
Sinners? Had he been enquired at, as he did May; 
John xx. 15. Bleſt Lord; what ſeeleſt thou ? why weep« 
eſt thou'? His Anſwer | readily would have been, 1 
« ſeek not myſelf, I weep not for myſelf; for 1 ſhall 
be glorious in the Eyes of the Lord, tho” Sinners be 
© not gathered: But I weep to fee Sinners ſo mad as 
© to refed their Soviour and Salvation, rather than 
part with their Lu/ts, that have Damnation follow- 


© ing them at the Heels: It is my Grief to ſee them 


(content rather fo caſt themſelves headlong into the 
© Devil's Arms, than throw themſelves into my Amt 
© of Merry, or embrace me in the Arms of thetr Faith. 
O! did Chriſt weep for you, poor Sinners; and, will 
ye not weep for yourſelves? Did his Hearr melt with 
Pity for you; and, will not yours melt with Defires 
towards Hrn 9% 0} Wo 
Can he do more to win your Hearts than this? 
Yea, if this do not, he is pleaſed to expoſtulate the 
Matter with you, and lay your Danger before you; 
Turn ye, tum ye (faith he) for why will ye-die ? Tea, 
he condeſcends to reaſon the Matter with you in 4 
familiar Way; Come (ſays he) /et us reaſon together, 
Tſa. 1. O my People, "what have 1 dine unto thee ? Mic. 
vi. 3. What Iniguity have ye found in me? What Want 
or Unſuitableneſs have ye ſeen in me? Have I been 4 
Barren Wilderneſ to you; Are not my Ways equal? Thus 
he ſeeks to draw you with the Cords of a Man, and 
with the Bands of Love, Hoſ. xi. 4. And if there a- 
riſe Ohjections in your Heart againſt coming to _ 
and receiving him for your Saviour, ſee how careful- 
ly he lays out himſelf in his Word to anfwer them 


r 


I; 


1 Obrift by: Ful. zz 
all; — r 
our Cauſe, (ſaith the Lord) bring forth your ſirong 
Reaſons, Lam ready to hear and anſwer all your Scru- 


. TEL IS 
79 ! faith ſome poor humbled. Soul, 7 have no Right 
to come. to Chriſt, for I am a great Sinner. O!] ſaith 
Chriſt, I came not to call the Righteous but Sinners tg 
Repentance. | 

Obj. But Lan the Chief of Sinners, my Sins are 
red as Crimſon. O ! faith Chriſt, I can make thee 
white as Mel: Nay; it was my Errand into the 
World, to ſave ſuch as thou art, 1 Tin. i. 15. | 

Obj. But Jan fick and wounded ; whet hath Chriſt 
to do with ne Ol faith Chriſt, it is my proper Em- 
ployment to be taken up with you; for, the Whole 
weed not-a Phyſician, but they that are ſick, Matth. ix. 
Am not I the good Samaritan, who am come to pour 
Oil into thy Sores, and tenderly bind up thy Wounds ? 
Plal. cxlvit, 3. | | I * 

Obj. But 1 have no Ground to hope, for I am a loſt 
Wretch. O! ſaith Chriſt, I came for this very Er- 
rand, to ſeek and ſave that which is loſt, Luke xix. 10, 
and many a loſt Sheep have I ſought and found. . 

Obj. But Ian paſt Cure, for I am quite dead and rot- 
ten in the Grave- of Sin. O! ſaith Chriſt, I an the 
Reſurrection and the Life ; hz that believes in me, tho“ 
he were dead, yet ſhall he live, John xi, 25. And a- 
gain he ſaith, Eph. v. 14. Awake thou that fleepeſt, 
_ yy from the Dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee 

ig Foc og | DP \ 

Obj. But I am a Slave to Sin and Satan, and a Pri- 
ſoner to Fuſtice. O! faith Chriſt, I am come to pro- 
claim Liberty to the Captives, and the opening 7 the 
Priſon to them that are bound, Iſa, Ixi. 1. Yea, I have 
the Key of David, that opens and none can fhut ; I have 
the Blood of the Covenant, that brings Priſoners out of 
the Pit. Turn ye to the ſtrong Hold, ye Priſoners of 
Hope, Zech. ix. 11, 12. 725 
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Obj. | But I have heavy Burdens that weigh me dun, 
o! ſaith Chriſt; Come unto me, all ye that labour td 
are heavy laden, and Twill give you N. 
Obj. But my Hand is withered, 1 cannot recting 
Chriſt, or any thing from him. Then do as the Man 
who had the withered Hand, make a Mint up 
_ Chriſt's Call, and he will enable thee to ſtretch out 
thy Hand. 
Odj. But I am lame, and cannot ey in Chrif 
Mays. O!] faith Chriſt, I will put my Spirit within you, 
and canſe you to walk in my Statutes, Ezek. xxxvi. Then 
ſhall the lame Man leap as an Hart, Wa. xxxv. 6. 
Obj. But wheat if Chrift withdraw his Spirit and 
Grace from me again? No, ſaith Chriſt, 1 1 never 
leave thee nor für ſule thee, Heb. xiii. © | 
Obj. But may not I, notwithſtanding, leave bang 4 
make Apoſtaſy ?' No, faith Chriſt, the Covenant runs 
otherwiſe, Jer. iii. 19. Thou ſhalt call me, My Father, 
and ſhalt not turn away from me. Chriſt is Surety for 
thy Perſeverance, 
Obj. But I will be cver:ome > a Temptations, 
No, faith Chriſt, My Grace ſhall be ſufficient for thee. 
Obj. But (faith ſome poor ſenſible Sinner) alas ! 
my Caſe is not yet touched, * or it is ſingular : My Sins 
are heinous and peculiar ; they are a againſt Light, Love, 
Conſcience, Vaws, and a thouſand Obligations : There is 
none that knows what a Sinner I have — but God and 
my own Conſcience : Will Chriſt ever accept of lach a 
Wretch as me! | 
Anſ. Art thou worſe than a deviliſh Manaſſeb, or a 
perſecuting Paul, whom Chriſt pitied and ſaved ? 
Art thou worſe than Mary Magdalene, who was a. 
moſt notorious vile Wretch ? yet ſeven Devils and an 
Army of Luſts could not keep Chriſt out of her Heart. 
Nay, tho' thy Heart were as foul and black as Hell, 
and thy Life did ſwarm with the moſt abominable 
Sins ; yet Chriſt is both able and willing to ſave thee, 
if thou come to him. Are you worſe than thoſe in 
that black Catalogue? 1 Cr, vi. 9. 10. Read 7 
1. 


- fo Chriſt by Faith, © ©... 12 
ſee what a ſad Roll is there; and yet the oy faith 
to the believing Corinthians, Ver. 11. Such were ſome 
of you, yet ye are waſben, & e. The Blood of Chriſt is 
a powerful Fountain, and is able to waſh away the 
greateſt Sins that ever were committed, be they never 
ſo dlack or bloody: God gave full Proof of this, by 
the firlt Sin we read of that was cleanſed by this 
Blood after it was ſhed, even the Murder of the Son 
of God, Acts ii. 36, 38. This was the moſt prodi- 
gious Wickedneſs that ever the Sun ſaw-; (yea, the 
Sun fainted at the Sight, as afraid to look on it) for 
ſuppoſe a Man were able to pull Heaven and Earth to 
Pieces, deſtroy the Angels, and murder all Mankind, 
he would not contract ſo monſtrous a Guilt as thoſe 
did in erucifying the Son of God, whoſe Perſon was 
infinitely ſuperior to the whole Creation: Yet Thou- 
ſands that were Actors in this black Tragedy, were 
-waſhen by this Blood, to give us a convincing Expe- 
riment of its infinite Value and Virtue, and that no Sin 
or Gujlt whatſoever was too ſtrong for it; The Blood 
of Chriſt (faith Jahn, 1 John i. 7.) «leanſeth us from dll 


in. . 1 
Obj. But tho Chriſt's Blood be ſufficient, yet I have 
na Right to it. | WY + 
Anſ. Be what you will, you have a'full and fofi- 
cient Warrant from the Goſpel- call to flee to it. See 
what Chriſt injoins his Apoſtles to do, Mert xvi. 15. 
Go into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature, g. d. Make Offer of my Blood to all with- 

out Diſtinction, even to the worlt of Sinners, e 
Creature, be they never ſo wicked; yea, tho' they 
have ſinned themſelves into the. Likeneſs of Beaſts or 
Devils, yet, if they be Creatures of Adam's Race, of- 
fer my Blood, my Mercy and Merits to them: In- 
< vite and preſs them to come unto me, and him that 

cometh I will in no ways caſt out. O Sinner ! ac 
of the Goſpel Offer; and, whatever you have been, 
you ſhall find there is Mercy enough in God's Bow- 
els to pity you, Merit enough in Chriſt's Blood to 
purchaſe 
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baſe 2 Pardon for you, and Prevaleney enough 

in his Interceſſion to-procnre and apply it to you-. 
Obj. Gut { have often flighted the Go/pel-affer, and 
| on this precious Blood ; With what Gonfidence 
A Since Chriſt doth not exclude you, you-onght 
| Hot to exclude yourſelf; but ſhould reckon that you 
have the greater Need to: haſten to this Blood, the 
more heinous that your Sins be; yea, you have a pe- 
euliar Ground to plead. upon for Pardon on this Ae» 
count. See how David pleads it, Pal; xxv. 11. 
Harden mine Iniquity ; Why ? for it is great. This 
would be a ſtrange Argument with Men, Pardon my 
Crime, for it is great; but it is a ſtrong Argument 
with God, Lord, it ts great, and fo I have the more 
. Need of Pardon; It is great, and ſo thou wilt have 

che greater Honour in pardoning me, even as a Phy- 
- Geizn hath. in curing à deſperate Diſeaſe. | The ſin- 
-ning againſt Chriſt's Blood, or ſlighting it, is indeed 
à very heinous Sin; but, the more it is ſo, you have 
the more Need to haſten to this Blood, as the only 
Fountain that can waſh away the Guilt of trampling 
it, and this indeed can do it effectually: Nay, tho 
you had actually ſhed this Blood, as the. Jeu did, yet, 
f you be humbled for it, you are welcome to come to 
it for: Merey. Obſerve that Commiſſion which Chriſt 
gave his Apoſtles, Late xxiv. 46, 47. where he or- 
ders them to preach Repentance. and Reni ſſien in hit 
Name to all Nations, and begin (ſaith he) at Jeruſa- 
lem. O+ might they ſay, Why at Jeruſalem ? To 
de ſure it is not our Part to begin there, where they 
mocked, pierced and crucified thee the Lord of Glo- 
ry. Nay, ſays he, begin there, for theſe miſerable 
Wretches have moſt Need of my Blood to waſh them, 
If any Thing could alienate Chriſt's Heart from Sin- 
ners, the Conſideration of their crucifying of him, 
and uſing him ſo deſpitefully, might have done it: 
Yet, ſays he, go make Offer of my Blood and Mercy 
to theſe my Murderers ; and accordingly it was B_ 
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by Peter, As ii. and many of them got this Blo6d 
applied tc .. Lobimong Binds 


12 


þo they are vaſt in their Munber, they are even like ti 


Sand by the- Sed-ſhore, both weighty and unn Nam 
f,7 JC R! 7 ee ur 7110 10010 

Anſ. Remember, the Merit of Chrift's Blood is in · 
finite, but the Number of thy Sins is not fo. Nay, 
tho” they were Ten thouſand Times more than they 


are, they could not ſtop the Current of this everflow- 


ing and overflowing Fountain. Tho' the Sands be 
many and latge, yet the Sea cat overflow them all 3 
ſo, tho' thy Sins be very numerous and exten vr, yet 
the Sea of Chriſt's Blood can cover them all, and bide: 
them from the Sight of God, ſo as they ſhall never 
again appear, or riſe up againſt you in judgment. 
Obj. But my Sins ere not ony prievous in their Na- 
ture, and vaſt in their Number; but they" are , ven- 
long Cintihnance : I am an old rotten Sinser, long hand: 
1 hen in the Grave of Siu Surriy Chriſt will #ever ace: 
Anſ. Your Sins may be old, yet they are not ſo 
old as Chriſt's Mereies, which are from everlaſting. 
It is not the firſt old Diſte mper that Chriſt hath cur. 
ed; he raifed Lazarus with a Word, that had Hem: 
four Days in the Grave; he ſtopt a bloody Iſſue with 
the Hem of hĩis Garment, that had run twelve Years. 
he loofed x poor Woman, that Satan had bound eigh- 
teen Years ; he cured an impotent Man, that had an 
Infirmity Thirty eight Years; And, can he not 4 
eaſily cure all your old Soul- diſtempers? He receive, 
ed thoſe that came in at the eleventh Hour, yea, faved 
ſome at the /aft Hour, particularly the Thief on the 
Croſs, whom the Devil thought he was ſare"of,\ Ba- 
ving drawn him the Length of the Month of Hell, 
Juſt ready to caſt him in; yet even then, upon hie 


looking to Chriſt, did the Arms of Mercy catch hold 


of him, 1 
What 


8 : 
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Chriſt provided Anſwers to all thou canſt ſay, either, 
againſt thyſelf or bim? Hath he not given unanſwer⸗ 


a dle Demonſtrations of his Ability, Fulneſs, Fitneſt and 


Willingneſs to be thy Saviour; Hath he not. given ſull 
Proof of his earneſt Deſire to ſave thee, by the many 
Methods ha takes to prevail with Sinners to accept of 
him? Wall not all the Pains be hath hitherto taken 
ptevail with thy obſtinate Heart? What more would. 
you have Chriſt to do with unwilling Sinners? There 
is yet one Step further he makes, and that is n very 
low one s he even, as it were, turns a humble Suppl. 


cant to thee, and upon his bare Knees beſeeches thee: 


to be reconciled to him: Read 2 Cor. v. 20. Me are 
Aunbaſſadors for Chriſt, as though Cod did beſeech you by. 


' us we pray you. in Chriſt's Stead, be ye reconciled: to. 


God. + © wonderful Condeſcenſion! Behold Dinas -. 
Mercy kneeling down to a Sinner in the humbleſt Pa», 


ſture, with wringed Hands and watry Cheeks, impot- 


tuning the Sinner to receive his Saviour, accept of 
his Pardon, ſave his Soul, and be reconciled to G in, 


Cbriſt. Be aſtoniſhed, O Heavens !. Shall the Sovereign 
Creator turn Supplicant to the vile Traitor, and follow. 


bim with his Kemifion? or the loving Father, to the 


ng Child, and follow him with Intreaties? And, 
O Sinner! will thy ſtubborn Heart be able to reſuſe 
Peace, or {light the bleſſed Peace mater Feſus Chrif, 
after all this Pains? If all his Arguments prevail no- 
thing, yet one would think, that the humble Intreatiet 
of the great Cad will certainly do it: How can you: 
reſiſt theſe? YL a TEE 2 „ 0 Tue 1:1 129 BS. 167 | 
Obj. {have.'no Strength to come to Chriſt, I cannot 
believe f myſelf, I have à dead and bound up Heart, 
and 1 cannot help it. ins e 
Ant 1. Canſt thou ſay in good Earneſt, that thou 
art willing and deſirous to embrace a Sauiaur, if thou 
waſt able? Alas! it is here that it ſticks; whatever 


you pretend, you are not truly willing. It is our 
Unwillingneſs that ruins us: It is not ſo much for 


Want 


- 
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Want of Power (tho' indeed we want it) as Want 
of Will; that Sinners want Chriſt ; were you once 
willing, Strength would not be wanting. 2 
the Will conquered and made to ſurrender to Chriſt! 
then the Day were won: O for one Pull more from 
Onnipotent Grace to make you 4 willing People in the 
CE I Cen *. hy M r IT 

2. Labour for'a Senſe of thy own Impotency ; 
take your dead Heart and lay it before God, and ly 
groaning in Chriſt's Way, and plead for Pity. It is 
true, God. is not bound, in {tri& Juſtice, to hear an 
Vabeliever's Prayer; but, if you be earneſt with him, 
you may expect he will do it out of his great Good - 
neſs and Mercy. He hears the Ravens uben theycry ; 
O then, cry to him:to your utmoſt Ability, in a deep 
Senſe of Want; be as earneſt ſeeking Faith, as your _ 
daily Bread; cry as fervently for the Life of your Souls, 
as ye would do for the Life of your Badies, if ready 
to be execute: If ye would do ſo, God would notde- 

ny you. More particularly, plead theſe Things; 
(..) Fake your Bible, kneel don, and caſt up 
that gracious ger Promiſe, Ezet. xxxvi. 26, 27. Read 
it, and plead it; put thy Finger to it, and put the 
Maker of it to his Word; lay thy dead Heart before 
it, and look up, and cry,” Lord, make geod this Word 
to me, is it not a free Promiſe ? There is no Condition 
required of me for getting it fulfilled, but to enquire 
at thce for doing it, Verſe 37. Now, Lord, I am come 
_ to enquire and requeſt thee to do it. 
(2.) Humbly plead thy own Inpotency, and the {n- 
ſufficiency of all others to help thee, in this State, This. 


was the impotent Man's Plea with Chriſt at the Pool! 


of Betheſda, John v. 6, 7. It had good Succeſs with 
him, and ſo may it have with you. Say, Lords 
© I have lien many Tears with this dead plagued | 
Heart beſide the open Fountain of thy Blood, that 
* has ſaved many in my Condition: I am impo- 
tent and unable to move to it of myſelf, and have 
none to put me in; I have tried others, but I find 

T4 wt. it 
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„there is none in Heaven or Earth but thee alone: 


ſwelling within * ſay with Tehoſbaphat, 2 Chron. xx. 


tho it beimpo 
I may deſpair of. all Help in myſelf others, yet 


5 130 D1zECT. X. Of Flying 


it altogether in vain ; | Ordinances cannot do it, 8 
c craments cannot do it, Miniſters cannot do it, the 
© loudeſb Knock or Gall will not do it: Thou, Lord) 

© muſt put to thy helping Hand, or it cannot be done, 
« for i it is a Work —— to thy Almighty Arm. 1 
have been looking to all Airths for Help, but, Lord, 


Every one of the Creatures, Means and Ordinances 
© ſay, It is not in me: Ex . of the Saints and 
© Angels ſay, as the King of Iſrael did to that 
© ſtarving Woman, 2 Kings vi. aver If the: Lord do not 


- © help — whence ſhall I help thee? wo; if thou, Lord, 


© help me not, I muſt periſh.” 

(3.) In a deep Senſe of your own . flee. 
to God's Power, and plead it. Do you feel the An- 
mon, Moab and Mount Seir of your own Corruptions 


12. We have m Might againſt this great Com Y, r | 
ther know. we what to do, hu our Eyes are upon t If 
could win this Length, then 3 


Ground of Hope; for, when we ſee that we are whol- 


ly helpleſs and ſhiftleſs in ourſelves, then God's Help 


| is neareſt: When I am weak, (faith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 


xii. 10.) then am I ſtrong. Renounce then all Help 


in the Creature, and whe to the Creator: Say, Lord, 
able with Man, yet thou halt told me, 


Mark x. 7 ” that with ther all Tha br le: Tho“ 


thou haſt forbid me to deſpair of Help i in thee; hag 
fore I flee: to thee alone. Lord, give what theu n. 
mandeſt, and then command what thou wilt. 

(.) Plead thy extreme Need of - Chriſt, and of 
Faith to give thee an Intereſt in him. The World 


cannot tell thee, O Sinner, how great thy Need is; 


there is not a ſtarving Man that needs Meat, a wound- | 
ed Man that needs a Phyſician, a Ship-wreck'd Man 


that needs a Plank, a dying Man with the Dive - rat 
kling in his Throat, that needs Breath ſo much as 
: thou need'ſt Chriſt, What wile thou do on a Death- 


bed, 


— 
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bed, or at àa Tribunal, without an Intereſt in him? 
And, what will become of thee to all Eternity ? G0 
to him then, und ſeck Faith in Chriſt, wage AP 
tor going to die would do his Life; fall down at his 
Feet, and cry, Give me Faith and Strength to carry 
© me to Chriſt's Blood, or elſe I die: I may live with- 
out Friends, Wealth, Honours and Pleaſures; but 
I cannot live without Faith: I am Joſt, undone, a 
dead Man, and I ptriſh for ever without it. Lord, 
deny me what thou wilt, but deny me not Paith. 
| © It had been better for me never to have been both, 
© than to live without Chriſt and an Intereſt in him : 
« If I win not to the Fountain of "Chriſt's Blood, I 
will fink eternally in that ſcalding Lake of Fire and 
« Brimſtone: If I go to Chriſt's Table without Faith, 


© I will ſhed his Blood, and eat and drink my own 


© Damnation.” | N ne WIL 
5. Plead with God, how eafy it is for him to help 
thee; cry with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. Ixxx. 1, © 'fhou 
that dwelleſt between the Cherubims, ſhine forth: Te 
will coſt thee*no more Pains to work Faith in me, 
and do all that I deſite, than it'doth the Sun o Hint 
forth ; yea, thou canſt more eaſily put forth thy Pow- 
er and Grace, than the Sun can dart out its Heins. 
It is no Trouble or Loſs to the Sun to fhine forth; fo 
neither will it be to thee to ſhew thy Power and'Mer- 
cy: A Look or Touch from thee would do it, 'a lit- 
tle Thing will ſave a drowning Man: Lord, ſuffur 
me not to periſh, when it is ſo eaſy for thee to pre- 
vent it. Were it any Loſs or Trouble for God to 
help us, we might well doubt of it; but, fince it 
is none, we may cry with Hope, Lord, grant ſuch 
an hungry Beggar an Alms out of 'the Ocean of thy 
Bounty; for thou wilt never mifs it. As the Sun, 
the more it ſhines, diſplays its Glory the more; ſo 
thou wilt gain Glory, by putting forth thy Power to 

help ſuch a helpleſs Creature 38 I am, CARS 
Obj. 


— 
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Obj. But I have often looked and cried to him fa 
Help; but, alas, I am ſuch a grievous Sinner, he dath 
not anſwer me, unleſs it be with a Frown. 
Anſi 1. It may be there is ſome Idol or Sin till 
harboured, that thou art not willing to part with. 
This may be the Achan in the Camp, that cauſeth the 
Lord to hide his Face; Search for it, and caſt out the 
accurſed Thing; let not thine Eye pity it, neither do thou 

| ſpare it. If thou canſt not find it, go humbly to God, 

and cry, Shew me, Lord, wherefore thou contendeſt with 
Mes x | Nl 

2. It may be thou art not fervent enough; God 

| keeps the Door bolted, that you may be provoked to 

knock the harder, Matth. vii. 2. Ast, and-it ſhall be 

gioen yaw ; ſeek, and you ſhall find: knock, and it ſhall 

4 - be opened unto you. In which one Verſe, Chriſt gives 
_ you three Calls to Fervency and Importunity in Pray- 
| er, each ſtronger than another; Art, Seek, Knock. 

The Woman of Canaan readily took up the Meaning 

of Chriſt's refuſing to anſwer her; ſhe turns the more 

fervent and importunate, and ſo gets all her Will. 

3. Reſolve, whatever Diſcouragement you meet + 

with, you will never quit the Throne of Grace, but 

yon will always Jay yourſelf in Chriſt's Way, and ne- 
ver look to another for Help; yea, that you will die 
Waiting on him. Remember. the Pyalmiſt's Experi- 
ence, P/al. xl. 1. 1 waited patiently for the Lord, and 
at length he inclined his Ear, and heard my Cry. There 
was never any yet that waited on him, had Cauſe to 
be aſhamed. ©- You may meet with many Diſcourage- 
ments and Temptations, and be put to very, fad 
Thoughts; but you muſt be reſolute in looking to 

Chriſt for Help, come what will: And, -in Imitation 

of the four Lepers at the Siege of Sqmaria, reaſon with 

yourſelf, If I live at a Diſtance from Chriſt, III infal- 
libly periſh, there is no Hope for me; If Chriſt pity 
me not when I am waiting on him, I ſhall but periſh ; 
but yet there 1s Hope he will have Pity at length: 
Therefore, if I periſh, I'll periſh at Chriſt's Footſtool, 
bo | | Bn FER HO TR looking 
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looking up to him, where never one yet periſht, and 
I hope he will not let me be the 1 ; 
4. Make uſe of Arguments in pleading with him. 
(I.) Plead the Freeneſs of his Mercy : It needs no 
Motive, and expects no Worth; but, who/cever will, 
let him come and take the Water of Life freely. It runs 
freely, ſo that Mountains cannot ltop the Current of 
it, more than Rocks can ftop the Ebbing and Flow- 
ing of the Sea. Indeed, Lord, if Sin and Unwor- 
© thineſs could ſtop Mercy, I might deſpair, for I am 
as unworthy a Creature as ever the Sun ſhined up- 
on; but, bleſſed be God, Grace is free.. 
..) Plead Chriſt's Commiſſion, Ia. Ixi. 1. He 
was ſent to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, and the o- 
pening of Priſon-doors to them that are bound. Lord, 
here a poor Priſoner, a frozen, locked, bound - up 
Heart: Here is Employment for thee : . Looſe me, 
knock off my Fetters, and bring my Soul out of Priſon, 
Thou haſt all Fulneſs dwelling in thee, and thou haſt. 
it given thee to beſtow on ſuch miſerable Objects as 


Jam; Lord, here 2 naked Back for thee to cover, 


an empty Stomach for thee to fill, a wounded Soul 
for thee to cure. Lord, thou cameſt to ſeek and ſave 
that which was loſt ; and, wilt thou not be found of 
a loſt Sinner that is ſeeking thee ? Yo On 

(3.) Plead the Communicativeneſs of his Mercy to 
others. He had Compaſhon upon Mens Bodies while 
he was on Earth, even the Bodies of wicked Men, 
ſuch as the unthankfal Lepers; he let none of them 
go without Healing that came to him. Say, Lord, 
didſt thou ſhew ſo much Compaſſion to diſeaſed Bo- 
dies; and, wilt thou not have ſome Pity on my dy- 
ing Soul, that is far more precious than Carcaſes of 

Clay ?-—Plead his — that he hath ſhewed 
to the worſt of Sinners, ſuch as Manaſſeb, Mary Mag- 
dalene, Paul, and theſe who murdered him, —Plead 
his Compaſſions towards the finally Obſtinate and Im- 
penitent, ſuch as 2 over which be wept, 
Luke xix. Lord, did thy Heart melt with I. to 
SER te FJ EVE uch; 
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uch; and, wilt thou not pity a humbled Singer, that 
cConfeſſeth Sin, and would fain be recbnciled to God?“ 
Is 1 Mercy the Work thou delighteſt in? Micah 
F I ated 12 een, 
- - Laſtly, Labour for à Senſe of the Miſery of a'Chriſt. 
les State, of your great Need of Chriſt, and bf the 
Happineſs of being Found in him, and; in a Senſe chere - 
of, Iook to Chriſt, and make 'a Mint to take hold of 
Him. Stir up yourſelf to it, and reſt your Soul on 
him as you can; and God will help you, and cvtrimu- 
nicate Strength. He will not fail to notice and en- 
courage an honeſt Mint, Jer. xxx. 21. Who is this 
that engageth his Heart to approach to ne? He will pi- 
ty and help ſuch. Try, O poor Soul, if you can pet 
a Grip of Chrilt, eſpecially upon a Sacrament-occaſi- 
on, when you are nearcr him than at dther Times: 
If you cannot apply Chriſt to yourſelves, and ſay, He 
is mine; yet apply yourſelf to Chriſt, and 75 3 
would fain be thine, yea, I am reſolved to be thine. 
Go forth to Chrilt with all the Faith you can win at; 
ſay with the poor Man, Lord, I believe, help thun 
Unbelief. You'muſt not fit till and do nothing, but | 
uſe all Means in your Power; for it is in the Uſe of 
theſe that God works Faith: Hoiſe up the Saifs, and 
wait for the Gales. = SY nd, . 


DIRECTION A. 


Come and join yourſelves unto the Lord in a 
perpetual and perſonal Cyvenani, before you 
go to big Table, ALA e 


FT Nieſs you be within the Covenant of Grace, you 
have no Right to the Seal of the Covenant; 
now, if you would be found within the Covenant, you 
muſt by Faith take hold of the Covenant, and hearti- 
ly go in with the gracious Terms and Contrivancę of 
. it. And this is what we commonly call perſonal Pl: -. 
n ; | - venanting | 


- 
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— 
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benanting with God. And the more expreſs and di- |: 
ſtin& we. are in this Matter, we will have the more 
Comſusr.. ͤ n Rs 
As for the Nature, Neceſſity and Manner of per/o- 
nal Covenanting, I refer the Reader to my Sacramentah ! 


Catechiſm, from p. 118. to p. 136. [FirſFEdir.] where 

Perſonal Covenanting is the Communicant's beſt To- 
ken, and without it you cannot warrantably come to 
the Lord's Table. You will mock God, and deceive 
your own Souls, if yon take the great Seal of Heaven 
and append it to a Blank or a Sheet of clean Paper: 


And this you do, when you communicate without- 


previous covenanting with God. O beware- of ap- 
pending Heaven's Seal to a Blant, leſt the King of 
Heaven be wroth, and fill up the B/an# with a Curſe. 

O Communicants, come then, take hold of the 


Covenant of Grace, and give a hearty” and fiducial 


Conſent to its gracious Offers and Terms. You are 
miſerable while under a Covenant of Works; be con- 
vinced of it, and ſpeedily betake yourſelves: to the 
new Covenant, and the gracĩous Method of Salvation 
thro jeſus Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs. Cordially 
accept of Jeſus Chriſt in all his Offices, and in him 
make Choice of God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 


as your God and Portion: And give-up yourſelves, 


Soul and Body, and all you have, to be the Lord's, 
to be for him and not for another: And in Chriſt's 


Strength engage to live ſor God, ſerve him, and walk 


with him in Newneſs of Life. ' Do all this in the moſt 


ſolemn and expreſs Manner, with Sincerity, Humi- 
lity and Self-denial ; and, if this you be helped to do, 
God will accept of you at his Table, and deal with 


you as his covenanted People. 


0bj. But (faith one) I know it is my Duty to 
© come and tranſact with God in this Manner, and 


renew Covenant with him, conform to my Baptiſ- 
© mal Vows; and ſometimes I think I am willing to 
Mat- 
ter; 


do it, but I much ſuſpect my Sincerity in this 


— 
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ter; and it is highly dangerous to deal falſſy wi 
God, in pretending to covenant with him, when 
. = <© the Heart is not right with Gdpꝓ. 

Anſ. Vou have jult Cauſe to ſuſpect your own Hearts. 
and therefore ſhould be at all Pains to ſearch and ry 
yourſelves; and, for your Help, I ſhall” give ſome 

Characters of theſe who aim ſincerely to tranſat and 

renew Covenant with Gd. Vn 
1. They are ſuch who are throughly convinced of 

their Miſery under the firſt Covenant, as being whol- 
ly unable to fulfil its Condition or pay its Penalty; 

and therefore ſee they cannot abide in this Caſe, with» · 

out being undone: to all Eternity. 21.54. 

2. They are heartily grieved for their natural E- 
ſtrangement, and long living at a Niſtance from God; 
and are made to ſay, Oh how long have I dwelt in 
Meſech, far from the Fountain of my ,Happineſs ! _ 

3. They are troubled for their long flighting of 
Chriſt's gracious Calls and Offers of Mercy in the Go- 
ſpel, and for the Backwardneſs of their Hearts to 
leave Sin and Satan, and come and enter into Cove- 
nant with God. Oh how long have I preferred Satan's 
Drudgery and Service, to God's Friendſhip. and Fa- 

vour; lived in League with my Soul's Enemy, and 
at War with my beſt Friend? 1 7 438 

4. They have ſomething of a Soul- affecting View 
of the new Covenant, and the new Way and Method 
of Salvation contained therein. They «ſee there is 
no Righteouſneſs of Man or Angel that can juſtify: - 
them, none but the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone, no- 
thing but an infinite Satisfaction can do their Turn; 
and it is their Cry, None but Chriſt. © he | | 
5. They are fully reſolved on a Rupture and Breach 
with all the Enemies of God, and to break all Leagues 
and Covenants with Sin, Satan and the World ; and 
that they will never be Slaves to them as formerly: 
They heartily join with the Pſalmiſt, P/a/. cxix. 115. 

D-part from me, ye evil Doexs, for I will keep the Cam- 
mandments. m GM. n 5 
| | 6. They 


* | | 
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6. They abe fendible off and humbled for; 


the for- 


mer Treachery and falſe Dealing of their Hearts with 
God. Are there not many who have formerly entred 
into Covenant with God, have ſworn Allegiance to 


him as their Sovereign, and that not only at Baptiſm, 
but have renewed this Deed at the Lord's Supper? 
But, may not the Lord take up the ſame Complaint 


againſt them, as againſt /rae! ? P/al. Ixxviii. 36, 37. 


They lied to him with their Tongues ; for their Heart was 
mt right with him, neither were they ſtedfaſt in his Cove 
nant. Well, if you be deeply affected on this Account, 
the Lord will not reje& you. 6273" 0 

7. They ſincerely accept of Chriſt as their Surety 


and Cautioner before God; they eſteem” him altoge- 
ther lovely and infinitely precious. They renounce 


their own. ieee in Juſtification, and their own 
Strength in Sanctification, and look tõ Chrilt for both, 
ſaying, as thefe, Ja. xlv. 24. In the Lord have I Righ- 
teruſneſs and Strength, I have not Sufficiency of my- 


ſelf either to make or keep Covenant with God, but 


my Confidence is entirely in Chriſt my All- ſufficient 
Surety. 180 | Wu 
8. They are content to give themſelves to the Lord, 
and all they are and have. Faith hath two Hands; 
by the ane it. receives Jeſus Chriſt, and by the other 


either of theſe, it is lame. | — 

9. They feel indwelling Sin as a grievous Clog ; 
they defire Heart-holineſs more than any earthly 
Thing, and reſolve, thro? Grace, upon more Care 
and Watchfulneſs againſt Sin than formerly. = 

Now, try your Sincerity in covenanting with God 


by theſe Marks; and if you can lay Claim to one 


or more of them, then you are not Hypocrites, nor 
of the Number of theſe who give God the Hand, 
without the Heart; who pretend to make a Covenant 
with God, and yet keep a ſecret League with the De- 
vil, the World, and the Fleſñ; who profeſs a great 
outward Reſpect to God and his Ways, and yet — 

0 | 8 a ſecret 
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it gives the Soul to him. Now, if your Faith want 
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a ſecret Antipathy to Godiineſt, as, alas; muny do 
who come to the Lord's Tablemee. 
And, if you would manage this weighty. Tranſa&- 
on -aright, you - muſt be very deliberate in it: Taks 
many a View of the Nature and Frame of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and conſider what God offers and pro- 
miſes therein, and what he doth require of ns; und 
endeavour to get your Hearts wrought up to a 'chear- 
ful Compliance therewith, Your Souls are at the 
Stake, and a Miſtake here ruins-you eternally ; but, 
if once it be well done, it is done for ever. This 
Bargain is not for a ſhort Term, but for Life, \nay; 
for Eternity; and therefore you ſhould count the 
Coſt of it, and conſider it duly; tand be reſolved, 
whatever Trouble or Perſecution ſhall ariſes or what: 
ever Temptation you may meet with to leave Chriſt, 
to ſay to them, like Ruth to Naomi, when ſhe 'was 
ſtedfaſtly reſolved to go with her, Ruth i: 16. Intreat” 
me not to leave Chriſt'; for where he goes, I will fil. 
low him, tho" it were into Baniſhment : Where he lodges, 
{ will lodge, tho it were in a Priſon ; for neither Death 
nor Life Tall part Chriſt and me. Wb 

And again, beware of Delays in making or enter- 
ing into Covenant with God. It is Work for Eter- 
nity, and therefore requires preſent Diſpatch. The 
Time of Youth is a rare Seaſon for this Work; and 
ought carefully to be improven, and no Time loſt, 
And here I ſhall addreſs myſelf to the Young. 
O © young People, and ye that never communicated - 


before, ſet about this Work of perſonal Covenanting 


before ye approach to the Lord's Table. Do not 
delay or put off to another Year, or till old Age or 
Sickneſs come on : For, what do you know but God 
may be provoked to harden your Hearts ſo in old 
Age (tho! ye ſhould live till that Time) that ye ſhall 
have no liking to Religion and the Ways of God? 
Muſt it not be highly diſpleaſing to God, to reſerve 
for him the Refuſe and Dregs of your Strength and 
Time? Will you give your Creator and "= 
| on 
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only ſo much of your Time and Strength as the De. 
vil and the World have leſt? O what is this, but to 
offer the Blind and Lame of the Flock in Sacriſice to 
God, Mal. i. 7 which is An Abomi nation“ 0 1vp 
O young Folk, can you diſpoſe of yourſelves better 


in the Days of your Youth; than give up yourſelves 


to the Lord? When you are ready to chuſe Callings 
and Settlements in the World, can ye take a wiſer 
Courſe than firſt chuſe a Settlement in Chriſt's Fat 
mily, which would make all other Conditions and 
Circumſtances of Life the more comfortable to you? 
Now, the Way to be made a Member of this Family, 
is by covenanting with God; without this, you have 
no Right to the Childrens Bread, nor the Seals of 
the Covenant. It is not enough that yon were bap- 
tized, and are Chriſtians by your Parents Dedication, 
unleſs you be Chriſtians by your on free Choice 
and Conſent. Remember, you are nowto-enter into 
the State of adult Church-memberſhip, and to be ad- 
mitted to ſhare of the Childrens Privileges ſealed to 
you in Baptiſm; and therefore now ye muſt act as 
rational Men and Women, and make a Choice for, 
yourſelves: You ought-perſonally and explicitely to 
renew your baptiſmal Covenant, und ratify your Pa- 
rents Deed, now when you are of Age; otherwiſe 
your Baptiſm and Parents Dedication will not profit 
you. I call you to engage to no more here, than 
what you are already obliged to by your Baptiſm; 
for it is juſt the ſame Covenant you are to enter into 
now, that ye have already conſented to by your Bap- 
tiſm: Only, by your perfonal Reſignation, voluntary 


Conſent, and taking the ſecond Seal of the Covenant, 


you are to bind,yourſelves the faſter to it; the which 
if yon negle& to do, your Baptiſm will be ſo far from 
profiting you, that it will be a Witneſs againſt you, 
and cry for Vengeance on you, and yon will be in 
no better Condition than the Heathen that never 

were baptia ed.. , ee 
O0 young Communicants, take heed to your flrſt dm · 
municating; for very much doth depend upon it. 
| | 7 "Ra 
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- You are how; as it were, to lay the Foundation; ſtuge 
of your Salvation - work, and this ought to be done 
with much ſpiritual Skill and Knowledge, if von- 

would have a ſure Building. O then dig deep, and 
found your Houſe, your Salvation, your Hopes of 

Heaven upon the Rock Chriſt, by ne | 
ing, and expreſs cloſing with him upon the Terms of 
Grace: For if you do it not, but approach to the 
Lord's Table in Ignorance, Unbelief, or'Hardneſs:of 
. Heart, you may provoke God to ſmite you with ju- 

dicial Blindneſs: and Obduration, and give: you ανο 
to ſuch Heart-hardneſs and Formality in Duty, a 
may cleave to you all your Lives long, and ſo you dre 
ruined ſor ever. The Time of your firſt Communi- 
cating is a moſt critical Juncture for your Souls; for 
according to the state, Frame and Diſpoſition of 
People's Souls at their firſt Communicating, ſo it ve- 
ry often fares with them in ſome Meaſure at all the - 
reſt of the Communions they partake of. Many have 
found this, fome to their {weet; others to their ſad 
Experience. Some by their careleſs Approach at 
firſt, and neglecting expreſly to covenant with God, 
have drawn down the Plagues of Heart-hardneſs and 
Formality upon themſelves, and provoked Godito 
leave them to wander in the Dark all their Days, 
without any ſolid Aſſurance, or comfortable View of 
their Intereſt in Chriſt and the Covenant of Grace. 
But others, by Means of their ſincere Preparation and 
Covenanting with God at this Time, have got a Seal 
of their Converſion, and a View of their Intereſt in 
Chriſt, which hath proven very uſeful and comfort- 
able to them all the reſt of their Lives, and eſpecial · 
ly in the Time of Diſtreſs, and when on a Death⸗ bed. 
Then they have re membred, how that at ſuch a Time 
and Place they joined\themſeives to the Lord in a 
perpetual Covenant, and then and there God ſpake 
with them, intimated their Pardon, and owned them 
as his covenanted Children. As their Souls were 
helped to ſay to the Lord, Thou art my God, fo 42 : 
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ſaid to them 7 am your Salvation. And hereby mah 


- 


have been ſtrengthened, when ready to faint: under 
Doubts and Djſeouragements. Thereſore, d young; 
Communicants,/ as ye re 
precious and immo 


now, they will never de altogether wrong aſterwards- · 
Labour to get fome diſtinct Uptakings of the Ggver- 


nant;of Grace, and of the Nature, Ends and Uſes of 


this ſolemn Ordinance, which is the Compend and 
ly for Knowledge and ſpiritual Illomination; apply 
to Jeſus Cbviſt, your great Prophet, ſor this and ſee 

to improve the Means and Helps which he-is Pleaſed. 


ing of the: Bible; read and meditate much of the S 


ferings of Chriſt; read our Gonfefſion of | Faith, Hin- 


cent's Catec biſa, Guthry's Trial of a {aving Inerht. an. 
Chriſt, Doolittle, and other good Books on the Sacra», 


ment, that ye may attain to ſome right Impreſſi ons fe. 


of the Covenant, and the Lord's Supper; and parti- 
cularly bf the Obligations you already ly under by 
the firſt Seal of Baptiſm: And then under a humble 
Senſe of Guilt; and with a hopeful View of the Go- 
ſpel- offer, go with all Seriouſneſs and Solemnity, and 
renew theſe Engagements; enter into Covenant with 
God, and nent come to his Table, to get the Franſ- 
zQion ſealed and ratified, by getting the other deal of 
Heaven appended to it. 

And now, young People, T- put it to your Ghoite, 
as Zeſhug did to the //raclites,” Joſe, xxiv. 15. Chuſe ++ 
this Day whom you will ſerve. —— Make Choice at t 
Time whom ye will be ſaved by, and whom ye will 
obey. Whom will you have r your Maſter, whe-' 
ther Chriſt or the Devil? Both are courting your 
Hearts: Which of them will you yield to? Lay 
your Hands to your Hearts, and ſee whether you 
will grant Ohriſt or tbe Devil's Deſire? Whether ſhall 
the Devil have you Soul and an. to all in 4 


the Well-being of, your 
Souls for ever, look well to 
yourſelves at this Time; if Matters be right with you 


for it. Retire ſor Meditation and Read - 


your firlt Partaking. Pray ſervent 


- 
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- wheth op ns with: Chriſt or the Devib ſor ever? 
Now Mi 


nowbe o on Chrilt's Side, and wiſh Michael may 
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[Ee ſal}'Chriſt bave vou? Oh, will any be {or foolifli.as 
bunt betwixt two Opinions in this Caſe;\any {6 mad; 


— in doubt whether to be ſaved or d 


and his Hngelt, and the D#agon and his 
. eee ſigbting about your Heartsiz the Dr uiii is 
holding; and a dying Saviour is drawing: O will v 


that the fed Dragon's Head may be broken, that the 
Devil may get a total Defeat, and that Chriſt may get 
your Hearts ſor ever? Remember, Chriſt will have 


none but willing Servants, P/a/. cx. 3. none but theſe 


who freely offer themſelves unto the Lord. Amazis: 
ah the Son of Zichri- is recorded with great Honour, 
2 Uhron. xvii. 16. becauſe he willingly offered i „ 
unto the Lord. O ſor many Anaziabi many 
Free-will Offerings among youn : Communicants !. * 
would be a moſt pleaſant Sight to God and Miniſters, 
to Saints and Angels, whoſe Eyes are upon you. The 
firſt Fruits under the Law were to be offered to the 


Tord. The Kintneſs of Youth is much remembred by in, 


Jer. k. Young Folks Praying, Repenting and Cove“ 
natiting are moſt melodious: Muſick in his Ears. 0 
ive Chtiſt the firſt and beſt of your Days, for he well 
ſerves this. Make earneſt of Covenanting - work in 


c Sctret, that the Communion-day may be a Day of 


your EIpouſals to the Lord Jeſns, and the Marriage; 
knot may be caſt ſo ſure at his Table, that Death nor 
Hell may never be able to looſe itt. 
Need I uſe _ Motives to preſs you to make this | 
Bargain, which is ſo advantagious for your Souls? 
God invites you to treat with him, nay, he ſummons 
to do it, 2 Chron. xxx. 8. Tield yourſelves: to the 
Tord ſtrike Hands with God, ſubmit to his Mercy, 
accept of the Terms of Grace. O if Cod himſelf 
would found an Alarm in your Ears, and ſhew _n_ 


the Miſery of an uncovenanted State! 


1. While you are in this State, e have no Intereſt 


in Chriſt, no Share in his Blood or Purchaſe z/ you 
| have 


} 1 4 S *%s 
+ + 
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have beither Art for Part in the God of Iſrael, Eph 
r 

2. You' are under a Covehalir of Works, ant the 
Power, Terror, Threatning and Curſes of a broken 
Law. The'Sentence of Death is pronounced igainſt 
you, and you may Took: for the Execution of i it ney 
Moment. 

3. While you are out of caves you 11 1 
Right to any Mercy, and all the Mercies you receive are 
_ curſed to you, and you know. not how ſoon 8 ny 
| ſtrip you of all you have. 

4. Confider what a ſad Stroke Death gives to an un- 5 
coycnanted Soul: It deprives him of all Mercies, Ten- 
poral, Spiritual and Eternal, at one Blow; and ſets 
kim a-going for ever. And, whither can you flee | 
© in the Day of Viſitation, ' when nothing but grim 
Horror and Deſpair do ſtare you in the Face? When 
* the Body is on the Brink of the Grave, and the 
« Soul is on the Brink of Hell, how will you have 
© Confidence tocry'to an uncovenanted God, to whom 
© you have been Strangers all your Days: ? "muſt it 
© not be terrible for an uncovenanted Soul.to think, 
© I am going to appear before that God I do not 
© know, have no Intereſt in, nor Acquaintance with? 
© Can I look for Friendſhip from him now, ſince I 
© never ſought after it before? But, on the contrary, 
bow pleafant then will it be for a covenanted Soul to 
look Death in the Face, who can ſay, © I know whom 
© I have believed, and I know whither I am going; 
© The Place 1 how, the Way I know, and the God of 
© that Land I know? Why ſhould I be backward to 

© go to my covenanted Friend, with whom I have oſt 
© converſed, been long acquainted, and in whoſe Pre- | 
e ſence I have placed my Happineſs ?*? © 1 

5. Conſider how lamentable your Caſe will be for 
evermore, if you ſlight the preſent Opportunity : The 
Treaty will not always laſt with you, nay, the Da 
is not far off when it ſhall end. and God wi 
treat with you no longer: The Door will de be 
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peer ebe q* 1 25 | 
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. nally ſhit, and God will become Inaceeſſible, Inend 
fable, and Irreconcileable for evermore: Chriſt; the 
- bleſſed Mediator, will become thy implacable Judge; 


and, how: will you look: him in the Face, when on 


the Throne, whom you ſo baſely ſlighted at a Com- 
munion-table? What wilt thou do when thou find- 
eſt thyſelf ſhut up under flaming Wrath, .withoyt 
Hope? The Remembrance of loſt Opportiaities:wil 
be as Ji to thy Flames. Time was, when:God treat- 
ed, and would have made 4 Bargain with me, but 
would not; this will be the Burden of thy eternal Li ' 
mentation. O how will you be able to bear the 
Wrath of an uncoyenanted God! Who can dwell with 
. devouring Fire? A ſmall Shower of Fire and Brim- 

ſtone lighting on our Heads now, would be very 
terrible; But O it will be infinitely more ſo, when 
it ſhall be poured down in whole Streams, and that 
not for a. Time, but for ever and ever. Will not 
Ten thouſund Years Suffering do the Turn? No, no; 
it will be Eternal. Well, if you be able to dwell 
with everlaſting Burnings, you need not treat with | 
God: But O it is fearful- to fall into the Hands of u 
living Cod, One that lives, and will for ever live to 
revenge himſelf upon you !- REEF 
Hard muſt your Hearts be, if they be not moved 
by theſe Threatnings ; but yet harder muſt they be, 
if they be not melted by God's condeſcending Intrea- 
ties. Hear him, Ja. lv. I, 2, 3. Ho, every one that © 
thirfleth, Come, & c. Incline your Ear, and come unto 
me; Hear, and your Soul ſhall live, and I will make 
an everlaſting Covenant with you. Is God ſo willing to 
make a Covenant with his Creature, a Slave, a Worm; 
and, are not you willing to caſt down the Weapons 
of Rebellion, and enter into a League with him ? Is 
it not à Bargain moſt /urtable for. you, and all your 
_ Circumſtances and Neceſſities ? Is it not moſt gloriows 
and honourable for you to be betrothed to ſo great a. 
Prince? Ho/. ii. 19. Is it not rich and adyantagious 
ſor you to be infeft in ſo great an Inheritance, and 
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to have a \ſealed Right to fach bleſſed e as. 


a free Pardon, gracious: — Fatherly Love, Co- 
yenant-preſence, Covenant · ſ . Covenant. provi- 
fon, Covenant · protection, enant-comforts? _ 
Obj. Alas! have, ware 4 perſonal Covenant before, ED 
but have broke it a& | 
Anſ. You have Cauſe to be bumbled font it. defore- 


Cod; and, if you be not, it is a bad Sign indeed. 


2. All ſenfible and mourning Backſliders are invited 
to return to him, and renew their Covenant, Jer. 


iii. Endeavour to make the Bargain ſurer than you - 5 


did beſore. 

Obj. I em afraid of breaking over again; And, is 
it net better mt. to eng 

Anſe t. It is AT to be jealous of yourſelves, 
and fear'd for — 3 for, the more you jou diſtro | 
your own Strength, the ſtronger you are. 

2. If you_covenant honeſtly, you will get Cove- 
nant Grade and Strength which ſhall be ſufhcient for 
vou; you will get the Dominion of Sin broke, and 


Power to wreſtle againſt it: And, above all, you will 


get Chriſt engaged for you as your Surety ; and to be 
re, tho” you be weak; be i is able enough. 


s? 
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DIRECTION XII. 
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Labour for 4 thorough Qeanſi f ng of I both Fears SO 


and Life from Sin, and turn unto_the Lord 
in the Ways of new Obedience, N e 70 
come to the Lord's Toble. N. e Aigen 


LL that woold attend a holy God, and expeR 
Communion with him in this holy Ordinance, | 

muſt = 5 have pure Hearts and clean yay P/al. 
XXIV, 3. 4 55 ; x 8. What was David's pious 
Reſolution, P/al. xxvi. 6. ought to be yours at this 
Occaſion, I will waſh my Hands in — and fo 
wal [ mw thine Altar, * Lord. He alludes to 
2 ; the 
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ver, before they miniſtred at the Altar; to let us ſee⸗ 


and by the other, the Filth of Sin is removed. 


Law, Lev. i. 9. But the Inwards and his Legs all 


. ˖— ——- 2. 


: 


the Ceremony bf the Prieſts Waſting at the braſen Lys 


that thoꝰ this Ceremony belonged 2 the Prieſts, 
yet the Morality belongs toall; and that there id 
Waſhing which concerns all before they meddle with 
holy Services, and eſpecially ſuch as the Sacrament uf 
the Lord's Supper. There is a double. Waſhing re» 
aired: of all Communicants; 1. A Waſhing of your». 
ves in Chriſt's Blood by the Actings of Faith. 2. 
A Waſhing of yourſelves by the Exereiſe of true Re- 
pentance and Reformation, which is an Effect of the 
former. By the one, the Guilt of Sin is taken away; 


Now, this C/e#n/ing mult be both external and in · 
ternal ;; more than the Outſide of the Cup and Plat- 
ter muſt be waſhed, for God looks principally to the 
Heart, Obſerve theſe Parts of the Sacrifice; that in 
a ſpecial manner behoved to be waſhed under the 


he waßß in Water. Nou, why ſhould the Inwards and 


Legs oſ the Sacriſce be waſhed above all the reſt ? 


Becauſe the Intrails contain'd the Excrements of the 
Beaſt, and che Legs and Feet did tread in the Mire 
and Puddle, and ſo theſe Parts were more defiled 
than any other Part of the Body. And all this to 
teach us, that, when we draw near to God in ſolemn 
Worſhip, we ſhould eſpecially waſh there, where 
molt Pilth is likely to be contracted,  ; 
* Iff, Our {nwards, our Hearts and Conſciences muſt | 
be waſhedt O what Filth and Excrements, even a 
Dunghill of filthy Luſts, ly there! Fer. iv. 14. 0 
». Jeruſalem, waſh thine Heart from Mictedneſt, how long 
Ball can Theeht lodge within thee £ O Communit- 
oants, you muſt look well to the Inwards at this 
Time, and ſee to get all inward and ſecret Luſts 
waſht out by Repentance, and ſtrong Reſolutions in 
Chriſt's Strength againſt, them. | Tat 


©, '2dly, Our Legs and Feet muſt be*walben alſo⸗ The : 
Steps of our daily Converſation are defiled by walk- _ 
„ BER I A ing 
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ing and treading in foul Ways; O how much Pe- 
lution do even Believers gather by the gteps of their 
daily Walk 1 And hence itvis,” that he Mo has al- 
ready waſhed, needs daily, and upon every new Oo- 
caſion, to have his Feet waſhed, - John: Riji, o. We 
ſhould then be in earneſt, before we come to the 
Lord's Table, to have all the Dcfilement of our out- 
ward Actions waſhed away by true Repentance and \ 
Reformation of Life. Alas that we ſhould- come to 
this holy Table with ſueh Inwardt, and with ſuch 
Feet, as many Times we-chave ! Lord, purge us with 
Hyfſop, and we ſhall: be clean: waſh ut, and we fall 
be whiter than the Snou. Our own Waſhing will not 
do it, if Chriſt put not to his Hand; yet ve muſt 
be fincerely uſing the Means, and waiting for the 
Hel of his Spirit. nn 0 err 
If you would be ſuitably prepared for this ſolemn 
Ordinance, and have a gracious Meeting with Chriſt 
at his Table, you muſt not only ſearch out your Sins, 
be deeply humbled for them, make. Confeſſion of 
them before the Lord, and by Faith lay hold on Chriſt 
for Pardon, as before directed; but you mult alſo 
be waſhen and cleanſed from Sin, ſorſake Sin in your 
Life, and caſt it out of your Heart: For if you 
come to Chriſt's Table with any of his Enemies and 
Traitors lodged in your Boſoms, with any ef your 
old Luſts unmortiſied, and Sins not put away, he wilt 
look upon you as his Murderers, and ſmite yon with 
his Judgments ; yea, you may expect that the Wrath 
of God will come upon you whilſt the Bread is in 
your Mouths, as it did upon Auel for the ſame Rea 
fon, P/al; Ixxviii. 30, 31. They were not eſtranged 
from their Luſts; but. whil/ the Meat was yet in thei 
Mouths, the Wrath ef God came upon them, end flew 
the fatteſt of them, and ſmote demn the choſen Men of 
Iſrael, Perhaps, O Sinner, thou mayſt not feel this 
Wrath at the Time, but it may be inflicted inſenſibly 
on thy Soul; and every Sacrament thou reeeiveſt in 
this Condition, thou doſt heap and treaſure up on 
| 1 again 


* 


ern eee 
againſt the Day of Wrath; every Time thou bring 
eſt a new Fapgot to the Heap, which will make 4 
terrible Fire at laſt, when it is throughly kindled a. 
© gainſt thy Soul, Ft tt ag Facet e 


O then, you who deſigu to approach to the Lord) 
Table, be perſuaded to put a Bill of Divorce into the 
Hands of all your Lults and Idols; Coft away all your 
former Tranſpreſſions, and begin a new Life : Reſolats. | 
ly turn your Backs on Sin, Satan and Hell; and come 
take on with a new Maſter, and engage in God's 
Strength to be good Servants and faithful Soldiers-of 
Jeſus Chriſt for the Time to come. If you do chi, 
God promiſeth you Mercy and Pardon, and that your 
former Sins ſhall not be ſo much as mentioned to yt 
Ia. Iv. 7. Ezek. xviii. 21, 22. But, if you 45 
not, ſevere Wrath is threatned, P/al. Ixviii. 21. 
The Sacrament doth work and produce Eſſects, ac. 
cording to the State and Diſpoſition of the Receivers - 
thereof; as the Water of Jealouſy did to the Woman 
under Suſpicion of Uncleanneſs, Numb: v. 27, 28. If 

the Woman was clean, then the Water did her no 
Hurt, nay, it did her Good, made her conceive and 
become fruitful : But, if ſhe was defiled and unclean, 
it did her great Miſchief; Her Belly did fell, her 
Thigh did rot, and ſhe became a Carſe. It is fo in re. 
ceiving the Sacrament; If a Man be in a gracious 
State, and made clean by Faith, Repentance and Re- 
formation, then the Sacrament brings a Bleſſing, it 
makes a Man ſpiritually healthful and fruitful : But, 
if he be defiled and impenitent, it doth» him great Miſ- | 
chief; like the Water of Jealouſy, it doth poiſon arid 
rot his Soul, and he proves a more rotten and wretch- 
ed Sinner than before. O then, let none venture to 
harbour Sin, and deal falſly with God, when be comes 
to drink this Water of Jealouſy. | 2 
The Phariſees quarrelled with Chriſt, Mat. xv. 2. 
Why do thy Diſciples tranſgre/ſ5 the Tradition of the EI. 
ders? fer they waſh not their Hands when they eat Bread. 

But on better Grounds may we quarrel many Com- 

| S municants; 
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municants; Why do ye tranſgreſs the Commandment 
of the Lord? for ye waſh neither Hands nor Heart 
when ye eat Bread at the Lord's Table; nay, ye preſume 
to dip your filthy Hands into the Diſh with a holy Je- 


fas: Do you think he will bear with ſuch an Affront 1 


ſrom vile Worms, when it is more eaſy for him to 
cruſh you, than for you to trample a Worm under 
your Feet? Remember, he is a Ged of purer Eyes than 


that he can behold Iniquity. | 


Would ye have God to draw near to you in this 


holy Ordinance, then cleanſe your Hands, and puri- 


your Hearts. Maſßb ye, make you clean, put away the 
vil of your Doings from before his Eyes, ceaſe to do e- 


vil, and learn 10 do well. And, if ye would be accept- 


ed by God, your turning from Sin myſt have theſe 
Properties z DE TROVE 
1/, It muſt be a cordial Turning with all the Heart 
and Soul. You muſt not forſake Sin with Reluctan- 
cy and by Conſtraint, (as Pholtiel left Michal) but 


willing and readily, .. 


24h, You muſt turn from your Sins pre/ently, and 
without Delay. Do not adventure to ly down 
ſleep with them another Night, leſt your Waking next 
Day be in Hell, or under a Sentence of final Hard- 
ny. and Impenitency : You are not ſure the Day of 
Grace will laſt, or the Door of Mercy ſtand open till 
To-morrow. 15 bf | _ 

34ly, You muſt turn from Sin finally and everlaſt- - 
ingly ; your Quarrel with Sin muſt be irreconcileable ; 
For, if now ye declare War againſt your Sins as the 
Traitors and Murderers of your Lord,and Maſter, ye 
muſt draw the Sword againſt them, and throw away 
the Scabbard, and vow never to be ſatisfied till you 
revenge Chriſt's Death upon them, and get them ut- 
terly deſtroyed. O never entertain a favourable 
Thought of, nor give a kindly Look to, the\bloody 


+ Knife that killed your deareſt Friend. Do not like 


many, who only part with their Sins about.the Time 
of a Communion, or when Conſcience is awakned ; 
_ -*, out” 
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but when that is, over, they return with the Dogits 
= _ the Vomit, Many ſay to their Sins, as Abraham ty 

his Servants, Stay at the Foot of the Mount till I g 
and worſhip, and I will return to you agnin. © You'ought 
to ſay ſo indeed to your neceſſary worldly Affairs àt 
this Time; but, for your Sins, you ſhould paſs 'm ' 
Act of eternal 'Baniſhment upon them, and ſay with 
Ephraim, What haus I to do any more with Id, 
4thly, You muſt turn from Sin umverfally.” You 
muſt hot, like Herod, part with many and reſerve 
ſome, but readily give up with all; with inward Heart 
Sins, as well as outward and groſs Sins; with Sins of 
Omi ſion as well as of Commiſſion ; with ſocret Sins, at 
Well as open Sins. And particularly, turn from your 
predominant Sins, whatever they be; and from theſe 
Sins that are common in the Age and Place wherein 
you live: Reſerve no Sin, nor darling Luſt, but hew 
thy beloved Agag in Pieces before the Lord; leave 
no Grip of thy Heart to the Devil, leſt he pull thee to 
Hell by it. HURST 41728 eic, 
- Turn from all Tongue Sins, rotten Diſcourſe and 
corrupt Communication. You would reckon it a-ſad' 
Diſeaſe to have your Excrements come out at 
Mouth; and yet, alas, this Is the Diſeaſe of many. 
O Suearer, turn from your Swearing : What mean 
you to ſtudy the Language of Hell, unleſs you would 
have the World believe that you delign to travel thi- 
ther? for theſe who are to go to a ſtrange Country 
to live, deſire to learn ſomething of the Language of 
the Country ere they go. What Profit or Pleaſure 
have you in this Sin? Why will you dare Heaven, 
and defy God's Law without any Temptation? What 
* would you fay, if Men ſhould baffle or abuſe your 
Name, or your Father's Name, as you do the Lord's 
Name. nd th LEAF, © 0444333 ©, 

Obj. O, ſay ſome, it is only the Devil's Name that 

we baffle... | ; 2 sf! 4. 20943, 68A 
© Anfſ. There is nothing pleaſes the Devil more than 

to-haye his Name fo frequently uſed ; for thus ou 
| | S's 4- | | make 
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make him a- god, whom you worſhip and by | 
pidding the Devil take 15 or that. N , pray. 
Obj. 1 do wines a 1 am in Pas 
and provoked to iI. | - : 
A. 1. This is an Apgravation of youn Sa, firſt 
to be in Paſſion, and then to ſwear: Do you think 
that one Sin will excuſe another? 2. Is it juſt to flee - 
in the Face of your Creator, becauſe you are affronted 


by your Fellow creature? W ill you ſtab your Fa- 


ther, becauſe your Enemy ſtrikes you? If a Man 


wrong you, will you put forth your Sane on God 


that never wronged you? 


at 1 arg but y Oaths, h Faith, Conſcience, | 


451 1. The Devil would: have yer think theſe but 
little Sins now; but; ſtay till a Death-bed or a Judg- 
ment-ſeat, and you will find him alter his Note. 2. 
Do you think it a light Matter to make a common 
Baffle of Faith, the precious Inſtrument of your juſti- 
fication 3 or of Gonſcience, that is the Deputy of the 
great God:; ; or of your precious Soul, that "oft the 
Blood of. Chriſt to redeem it? — 3: Theſe are but 
Creatures, and to ſwear by them is plainly Holatry; 
for it is a giving Worſhip, and aſcribing Divine 4 
tributes to the Creature. 

O Curſers and Swearers, be perſuaded to Forſake 
theſe Sins, and turn to God in Chriſt for Mercy. What 
will God ſay to you at the great Day, if you do not? 
* You wifht for Damnation in your ordinary Diſ- 
* courſe; you are now holden. at your Word, and 
damned ſhall you be: You — in your j 
© Diſcourſe ; 2 God will fear in his Wrat 

* you ſhall not enter into his Reſt : You could not ſpeak 
* without Cyrſing ; therefore you ſhall be baniſhed - 
© Out of God's'Preſence with a Curſe : Theſe Tongues 
that were ſo liberal of Oaths and Blaſphemies, ſhall 
: © iry in endleſs and eaſeleſs Flames, without one GEML 

© of Water to cool them.“ 
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15 DixEcr. XII. Concerning ile 
Again, O Liar, forſake your Lying, and come to 
Chriſt. Tho' this Sin be common, yet conſider it ig 
molt abominable in the Sight of God: The Devil ig 
the Patron of this Sin, and the Father of Liars; 
it was with a Lie he ruined alt Mankind, Te | ball 
be 'as (gods, (aid he to our firſt Parents. There is ne- 
ver a Lie thou makeſt, but the Devil is at thine Eur, 
and whiſpers it to thee. Remember what God did 
to Ananias and Sapphira for Lying, Acts v. he (truck 
them dead with a Lie in their Mouth; and it will be 
a Wonder of his Patience, if he do not ſo to thee. ' 
Do you know, O Liar, whoſe Children you are? 
Not God's Children, for they are Children that will 
not lie; and therefore you mult be Satan's Children, 
for he is a Liar from the Beginning, and the Father of 
| Liars, | Knoweſt thou, © Liar, whither thou art go- 
ing? even to thy Father. Should not Children be 
with their Father? You cannot look upward, and 
fay, Our Father which art in Heaven; but thou mayſt 
look downward, and ſay, Our Father which art in 
Hell; and there it is (if thou repent not) that 
thy Tongue ſhall be tormented in Flames for ever. 
Tremble at this, O Liar, and be aſſured it is no Lie 
| _ I tell you: Turn ye, turn ye for, why will 3: 
ate? PEAS nen e, 
Moreover, O Drunkard, turn from your Drunken- 
neſs, and come to Chriſt. While you live in this 
Sin, you ly under many Woes and Curſes, J. v. 
11, 12. 1a. xxviii. 2. 1 Cor. vi. 10. God's Cur- 
| ſes are not light, therefore make not light of them; 
for if you do, O Drunkard, remember what'-is abid- 
ing you hereafter, even a Cup of red Vengeance filled 
up with the Dregs of God's Wrath, which ſhall be 
poured down your Throat for ever; and yet you 
ſhall eternally cry out, 7 thirſt, 7 thirſt; and, for all 
the Drink you have had on Earth, you cannot get 
there a Drop of cold Water to cool your Tongue! 

In the next Place, O covetous Man, Cheater and 


Defrauder, turn from your Covetouſneſs, your Inju- 
2 8 e 
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tice, and, unrighteous- Gain, and come to Chriſt. Ic 

u 40 not, you ſhall pay dear for all yaur unjuſt Gain 
in another World; God is the Avenger of all ſuch: at 
you defraud, 1 Theff. iv 6, Nou think yourſelf very 
cunning, when you can cheat your Neighbour of a 
little Money; but, know you not, that the Devil in 
the mean time is more cunning in cheating you of 
your precious Soul, which is infinitely more valu- 
able? Hu enn 


fot Shelter from them, and the Wrath due to them; 
Righteouſneſs and Redemption are only to be found 


in him. Would you not count him mad, who bong | 


condemned to a cruel Death for baſe Crimes, an 

might eſcape it, if he would accept of a Fardon ready 
provided for him, and leave off ſuch vile Facts for the 
future, would yet obſtinately refuſe to do it? And, 
are not you yet madder, that ſlight your Saviour, and 


hug your Luſts, when your Danger is a thonſand 


Times greater? What Madneſs is it to diſhonour 


0 Sabb ath-breaker, ſecure and proyerleſi Sinner, turn 
from your Sins unto God and Holineſs; flee to Chriſt 


Cod and damn your Soul, to gratify the Devil, or 


pleaſe a vile Carcaſs that ſhortly will be ſo lothſome, 
that Men cannot endure it above Ground??̃̃ 
O Sinners, I beſeech you in the Name of the great 


and glorious Fehovab; and in the Name of our 


glorious: Redeemer, be reconciled to God, accept 


a Pardon thro' Chriſt's Blood, and engage to quit 
theſe Sins that would deſtroy you. Will you pleaſe | 


God, and ſhew Kindneſs to your poor Soul by doing 
it? However much you have abuſed God's Patience, 


trampled his Love, lighted bis Calls, deſpiſed his 


Threatnings, and undervalued his Promiſes; yet he 
is ſtill ſtanding and beſeeching you to be reconciled to 
him. O will not all this Goodneſs melt your Heart, 
and cauſe you with Ephraim, Fer. xxxi. 18. bemone 
yourſelf, and ery, Turn thou me, O Lord, aud 7 ſhall be 
turned? Without this Turning, ſee that you ven- 
ture not to this ſacred Ordinance; let none with the 


9 running 
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8 running Ulcets of Sin upon them offer to fit down t 
3 this holy Table, for God's pure Eyes cannot 160K 
upon them. And, if you would turn aright, fee that 
ye turn believingly to God in Chriſt ; for there is no. 
Acceſs to the King of Heaven, without bringing thy 
Prince of Peace, the King's Son, in your Arms; 
Atonement without Chriſt, no Acceptance but in the 
| Laſtly, If ye would turn to God aright, ye muſt 
not only turn from Sin, but alſo turn to the Ways of 
Holineſs and new Obedience. It is not enough to 
| ceaſe'to do Evil, but you muſt alſo learn to ds Well, 
Some do part with their Sins of Commiſion, but conti- 
nue till in Sins of Omiſion ; they leave their groß 
Out-breakings, but ſtill neglect commanded Duties. 
But the Tree is not only adjudged to the Fire that 
bears evil Fruit, but alſo the Tree that bears no Fruit: 
So that the Neg/ed of Duty will damn as ſorely as the 
Commiſſion of Sin, Communicants that God will ſmile 
upon, are ſuch as not only forſake all known Sin, 
but do ſincerely endeavour, thro' Grace, to yield O- 
bedience to the whole revealed Will of God, and in 
Chriſt's Strength do ſet about the Performance of eve - 
ry commanded Duty. a 24 
But as for theſe Communicants that do not ſtudy 
new Obedience, and to make Conſcience of perform- 
ing every known Duty, God will ſay to ſuch, as he 
faith to the Wicked, P/al. I. 16, 7. What haſt thou to 
do, that thou ſhouldſt take my Covenant (or the Seal of 
my Covenant) in thy Mouth, ſeeing thou caſteſt my 
Wards behind thee They can expect no Communion + 
or Fellowſhip with him at his Table. | 
But, on the other Hand, he, makes very gracious. 
and comfortable Promiſes to thoſe that ſtudy Obedi- 
ence ; Fer. vii. 23. Obey ny Voice, and I will be your 
God, and you ſhall be my People. As the Prophet {- 
- ſaiah ſpeaks to the Fews of the good Things of the 
Land of Canaan, ſo may we ſay to you concerning the 
good Things of the Sacrament, J. i. 19. Fe be 
? 8 . _ willing 


0 ET ad 1 Ss 
| willing and beds tent, ye ſhall eat ES Good of Fi 12 


As the Land of Candas produced very precious Fruits 
ſo do th the Lord's Sup r; and theſe As ae Fro 
leat pew thoſe. It i 11 — that the Morrow and Fat- 
ay of God's Houſe is diſtributed to his 8 Well, 
be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat of the | 80⁰ 

Thing s of the Sacrament. _ 

But ſee that your Obedience ſpring. from x righ Prin- 

tiples, from Love and Gratitude to God, from a true 
2 to Sin, and a high Form. of Holineſs, It 


was an excellent Saying of one, 5 there. neither 


Heaven nor Hell, yet Sin ſhould be my Hell, and Holine 175 
my Heaven. The ſpiritually enlightned Soul doth 
an vnſpeakable Deformity in Sin, which cauſeth him to 


abhor it; and he ſees ſuch a charmin Beauty! in Ren. | 


neſs that h cannot but love ang GFR Is: <;; 
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Meditate ed upon the Death ond 3 


of our Lord Jeſus wake] before Jour Ns | 


t his Table. © 


7Ould you have your Hearts wa in a ſuitable 
N ae rags, then read and think much 


* 


co of the Son of God, and tl 0 112 | 


ry, thathe ſhould be content for us to become a Crea- 
ture, and ſuch a mean Creature as Man; that he, 
who was equal with God, ſhould become leſs than 
God, * xiv, 28. bY leſs than Angels, Hal. ii. 7. 

yes, 


— 
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to be Bp reſſed bat the ordinary | C ay 
you! 1. 6. I am a Vorn, %c. TH 
be dend ed himfelf of all his Riches 144 Glory "this 
tho' he wa the Goa of all Thin 4, yet, hy bart! 1 
he became poor, that he ba not A radle of 
own to ly in When born, a' Heuſe to lay his 14 
while he lived, nor a Grave to 40 be buried I 5 
I e 


he died. He left his Throne of State, to lodg 

Virgin Fand: He is born, not 10 bis Mothers 

but in a Common Inn, and the-baſeſt Place of the 25 
Stable, che Ian being probably taken up by perſbns | 
richer Qualit ty ; He is cradled. in a Manger, havin 
no better Place allowed bim on Earth, tho? the hi highs 
eſt Heavens were too mean for U TRE] 

Think how he was carried to a Wildebnef to fff 
and watch, and live forty Days among the witd'Bealts; 
haunted and tempted by the Devil, and ſadly buſſet- | 
ed by his:own Slave; and all this' for wsi 

View him going about on Foot, hungry, thirſty and 
weary, yet always doing Cocd and the more Gobd 
he did to Souls and Bodies, the more was he hunt- 
ed and perſecute, reproach'd and blaſphem'd ; and all 
this for our Sales. 

View him entring into the- Garden of Gethſem 
beginning fo, fear, turn heavy, and cry out, be 
is excetding ſorrowfut, even unto Degth.” What 
him heavy, but the'dead Weight of your Sins 
the Curfes of the Law annexed to them? 540% bi 
* laining to his poor Diſciples, that nu mak 

elp to bim; neither they nor the A pgels in 
Heaven durſt touch his Load, nor taſte his Cop ; 
He could have helped them, b but they could. not help 
bim. Yea, he got not ſo müch as Sympathy from 
them; they fell aſleep when he was at the wort; a 
left him to tread out the Wine- preſs alone, and all for 
our Sakes. © | 

View him in his faarfd Agony and poody Srl 
Eniag ſometimes on his Knees, and ſometimes. on, "ki 
Facts praying once, Praying again, and praying 1 

* | 


* 
1 
, 


/ 


_— 


eren, . IS 


M . "AN OTE Oe 5 be 
wp WS, 11d 
. imd, that Phe Vue light; in Hen be 


di And bse with us own Blood. Be- 


— — ho Blood burſting throdgh'knd 
(tnditif% une — ts) nd"falinn and ing 
pon thb ind abohl Him; being at his 
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eſt Herw Mone f Gd fe Jiſfirb and 
—— 2 het ithour Heat, and | 


„ Aid the 


wie nw 05 "Mis Perlen Mod 95. and run to wah 


us? 
writing för 


Vein 12 Pore pours out a Stream, not 
'Tormentors, and all r dur 8 akes.' ©? 


Behold him betrayed and ſold>for thirty Pierer 
Silber, taten a "bound with "Cordy' like a Thief; 


x, bound Fo 


„n Jada, bade, and ſo faſt (as Tome 


y) that the Blodd did burſt Gut ut his tender Hands, 
Can your-Heart or Eyes bold, to ſee thoſe Hands, 
that bes Nesse and arch, wrung together andbruiſ- 
ed with hard Cords 3" to ſe&-Hith bound, that came to 
ſet the Priſoners Free,” and looſe us who were 'Saru's 
Bond-ſlaves ? Bleſt Jeſus, Hack net the Cords of thy own 
Love tied thee faſter than che Cords "of "thy "Enemies, 
tho' they had been · the ſtrongeſt Cables or Iron chains, 
they could not have held thèe; but thou walten vile 


ing prlſoner for gur Saler. 51% J 
Behold Him ſtruck upon dde rie, pit 
feted, blindfolded; mocked, and cruelly a 


N. 
aſe 


mow, bu: 


_ rude: Soldi&&Þ wiwhole Night+- Tho" he could pores 


breathed them into Hell, yet/meekly holds his Peace, 


and patiently ſuffers all fer our Folet. 


one 1: 


4 Behold. his lovely Countenance all disbgured" by 
their plucking the Hair from bis Checks with Pihcers, 
//a. I. 6. The ſweeteſt Face that ever the Sun iſaw 
was all deſ meared with Blood and —_— 25 be hid 


not hit Fact m Shame. 


Behold him led up and dbb öh place to . 
with a ridiculous Garb put upon him, and yet never 


reſiſts: He is abuſed and diffracted ;; a Barabbat,  . 


Murderer, the vileſt Malefactor in all Teruſale; is 


* 


Frm 
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Ny Duxze, xn. nee „ 
Preferred before him; and he complaine 30 
View him as he was -uſed by bis own 9 — — 
_ choſen Diſeiples; one of them betra ther 
of them denies him, and all the reſt ff. c pr 
leave him alone among his bloody be d. 
Behold bim, that c/othes the Lilies of 1 1 
naked ;- Behold him ſcourged Back and Side ; 3 TS 
 » , ſeourged above Meaſure, (Plate thinking 
28 ſave his Life) till all the Pavement of Pulate' $ — | 
| ment-hall about him is bedewed with his precigus 
Blood: Yet he willingly gave bis Back to the Smiter 
that we. might be freed. from the everlaliing Lathes hes of 
God's Wrath in Hell. WY 
- Behold him with a platted Crown of Thorns upon 
his Head, with the ſharp Points turned inward, 
driven into his Head, till they pierced his Head 
Skull in an hundred Places; and fo he is content to 
be as che Ram caught in the Thickets, to be ſacriſo 
ced in your Room, Behold a new Shower of Blood 
running down bis Neck and whole Bod "ale 0h} 9 it 
was my Sins that platted the eehte an 
the Reed that drave them in. 5 ” 
- Behold him, after all theſe Sufferiogs,. put to to beg 
y | 


his heavy Croſs, upon his fore: and bl 
ders : With what Patience and Humility. did he bear 


this curſed Tree, that was weighed down with our 
Sins, and the Law's / Curſes faſtened to it? New he 
bears without Complaint, till his Strength is . ſpent, 
be is breathleſs, and ready to faint under the Burden, 
till another muſt help. It was not the Croſs that 
made him faint; he had a greater Burden to bear than 
Fen thouſand Worlds, even the infinite Wrath, 1 
| God due to our Sins. 
'Behald him ſtretched forth naked, and laid upo 
the Ground, that they- may take the Meaſure of 4 
Body, and the Holes for the Nails; yea, they take 
them longer than the Truth, that they might both 
crucify and rack him at once. Behold the four. big 


1 e driven in through the moſt ſinewy and ſenſible 
Parts 
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Parts of his Body, and the Croſs lift op'with'the 
Lord of Gloty naſled to it; and, when it fell into 


me Hole digged for the Foot of it, bow did the Fall 
þ rend and tear his whole Body ? His-own Weight was 


his Torture; and the longer he lived, bis Wounds 


cannot turn any Way for Eaſe: The Blood ſtreamed 


Tortures. 
_ - Behold him ha 


down for ſeveral Hours, till be expired | amidſt theſe 


on a Croſs betwixt Heaven Pry 


Earth, as if he had been unworthy of a Place in either 


of them: Betwixt two Thieves, as if he had been the 
greateſt Malefactor of the three. His Sufferings were 
univerſal, and did extend over all the Parts and 
Powers of his Soul and Body; no Part free but his 
Tongue, which was at Liberty to pray for his Ene- 
mies. He ſuffered in all his Senſes ; bis Sight was 
tormented with the W 8 thoſe that 
ed by, wagging their Heads; his Hearing with 
Fat ne Mocks bis Smell with the agile een 
of dead Mens Skulls ; his Taſte with Gall and Vinegar: 
his Feeling with the Nails.and Thorns that pierced his 
Head, Hands and Feet. Eb i 
Behold him on a Croſs, ſuffering till his Strength 
is dried up like 4 Potſherd ; his Tongue cleaves to bis 
Jaws, till he cries out, I thirſt. And no Wonder 
e thirſted; for, beſides all the Loſs of his Blood, 
he was ſcorched. with the Fire of God's Wrath. Yea, 
The Arrows of the Almighty were within him, the Poi- 


fon whereof did drink up his Spirit. 


Behold him at the worlt, crying out. for Relief, 


W God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? But yet 


no Relief appears, there is none to anſwer : Yea, his 
own Sun, his own Heaven, his own Father, his own 
Godhead, hid their Faces and Conſolations from him. 
He is left alone in Midſt of Devils and Enemies in- 
ſulting over him: He falls a Sacrifice to incenſed 
Juſtice, for our hainous Guilt arid Provocations. 


8 Behold 


— 


grew the wider. His Hands and Feet ate fixed, he 5 


160 Drx S. II. Of Meditating 
Bebold the Sun of Nightenuſueſt under 2 K. 
Celipſe. r be put out is, no . 
a 1 but for the Sun to be darkned is marvellaus and 
Aang, ein bond one n ne bars 
ah In ide next Place, ab VET his Milling * 
to ſoſſer all theſe Things for us. He quicken wh 
to do his Work, and he goes out to meet his.Perſe. 
ceutors, and' boldly tells them, That he was. the 
they ſought! He will not ſuffer Peter or the Angels ſo 
do any Thing for his Reſcue, becauſe of his Deſire 
to drink the Cup which the Father had given him, John 
- xviii.. 11. And, God knows, a. full and bitter Cux 
it was, being all mingled with Guilt, , Wrath and 
Curſes, heapid up and running over: A Cup, which, 
if Men or Angels had taſted, tbey had all ſtaggered 
and fallen back headlong into Hell et, how chear- 
fully did he drink it for us? He was not, like the 
legal Sacrifices, dragged to the Altar; no, he went 
Willingly to it, and tied himſelf with the Cords of Laue 
to the Horus Of Its tne .. 
O what Affections ſhould the Conſideration of theſe 
Things ſtir up in the Souls of u a e Are 
ye going up to Mount Calvary, to ſee Chriſt erucified; 
. will not ye think on his Sufferings, and be al. 
fected with them, ere ye go? e 
You may here, as in a Looting-glaſe, behold what 
you deſeryed at the Hands of a juſt God, if Chriſt had 
had not interpoſed for you. Lou may, ſee the-won- 
drous Love of Chriſt that paſſzth Knowledge, which 
ought to kindle a Flame.of Love in your Hearts. 
Lou may ſee the curſed Nature and Demerit of Sin 
rat expoſed Chriſt to ſo much Sorrow. and Suffering. 
Can you look on him you haye thus pierced, and not 
mourn bitterly for Sin that did it, and hate it as the 
moſt ugly Thing in the World? Would not your 
Hearts riſe againſt the Man, yea, againſt the Knife th 
killed your Father, Brother, Husband or Friend ; an 
will not your Hearts riſe againſt Sin, that has killed 
him that is inſtead of all cl ations, and Rs far 
| Raft carer 
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__ Ghriſf s Suſfetings. Nr 161 1 * 
dearer to us than a thouſand Fathurg ot Brothers ? 
Can we look on Chriſt's Sufferingi, and not make e- 
lemn Vous againſt Sin, and part with Lying, Swearing, 
Sabbat hröreating, &. that crucified him? When the 
King of Moab was preſſed hard by Hfracl, he took his 
eldeſt: Son, that ſhould have reigned in his Stead, and 
offered him up for a Burntoſacriſice upon the Wall, 
2 Kings iii. a7. whereupon: they raiſed the Siege, and 
went home. Well, the great Cod hath taken his only 
Fon, and ſacrĩſiced him to Juſtice, that we might there- 
by be perſuaded to leave off fighting againſt Heaven, - 
O let this ſtrange Ad, which is both an Ad of 7u- 
ſlice, and of Goadneſs, ſo over-awe your Hearts with 
Fear, and overcome them with Love, that you may 


leave off to offend God any more. 


i, fee "nl Hes i Pere fil 
jou approech the Lords Table. 


T Hey that forget Cad in theit Clofets and Fomi- 
lies, ate not fit to come and remember bim 


at his Table; therefore let no  prayerle/5 Soul venture 


thither.. Vou ought to double your Prayers and Meſ- 
{ages to. Heaven that Meet, and eſpecially. that Night 

fore you approach to this Ordinance y if ever you 
prayed and wreſtled with God, now ſhould be the Time 
of it. As the Heathen Ship-maſter ſaid to Jonah, ſo 


| fayI to thee, O Communicant, Jonah i. 6. Ariſe, O 


Sleeper, and call upon thy God, if ſo be that God will 
think upon thee that thou periſh not. O ſlee p not now, 
when you are in Hazard of eating and drinking eter- 
nal Damnation; but be praying when others are ſleep- 


ing. This Courſe will ſurely redound to thy Advan- 


tage, and be the Means of. procuring ſpecial Bleſſings 
to thy Soul. When was it that God gave Commiſſion 
to open Paul's Eyes, and fill him with the Pay Gf, 

Fe X ut 
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dut then, when he was earneſt in Prayer to God? 
Acts ix. it, 17. Behold, he prayeth. -The Lord hath 
ſent me (ſaid Auaniat) that thou mighteſt receive thy 
Sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt. 8o, if you 
Were earneſt in Prayer before the Sacrament; Gof 
would notice you as he did Paul, and give Charge to 
kis Ordinanceto be the Means of enlightning thy Soul, 
and filling thee with the Holy Ghoſt, It was at the Sa- 
erament of Bapti/m that Chriſt's Prayers opened Hea- 
ven, and brought down the Holy Ghoſt upon him: 80 
at the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper the fervent 
Prayers of a believing Communicant will open Hea- 
ven, and bring down the gracious Influences of the 
Holy Spirit upon him. Your Work at this Time is 
very great, and much Need have you to look to God in 
Chriſt, and plead with him for his ſpecial Aſſiſtance: 
You have very great Encouragement to do it ; for 
God never calls any to do his Work, but he helps 
them in it. It is ſaid, 1 Chron. xv. 26. That Gad 
helped the Levites that bare the Art. One would think 
that the Work of bearing the Ark needed no more 
Help from God than the general Concourſe of his Pro- 
'vidence ; and yet God helped them with ſpecial Aſſill- 
ance. And if he helped the Levites to bear the Ark, 
"becauſe it was his Work; will he not help us to re- 
ceive the Sacrament, which ne hath inſtituted for diſ- 
playing his Glory, if we ſincerly ſeek his Help? You 
have many Errands at this Time to the Throne of 
Grace, for you have many Things to pray for. 
1. You ought in general to pray for Preparation for 
this ſolemn Feaſt; for the Preparation of the Heart in 
Man is from the Lord, Prov. xvi. 1. Lay out the 
Caſe of your Heart and Soul before the Lord, and ſay, 
© Lord thou calleſt me to a very ſolemn Ordinance; 
and, who is ſufficient for theſe Things? I have 
neither a meet Sacrifice to offer, nor a meet Temple 
© to receive thee in. I know not how to pray, or to 
prepare myſelf; how to receive Chriſt, or behave 
* myſelf at his Table. Behold, the Bridegroom _ 
A | 6:8 
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eth, but I am not ready; I want the Wedding-gar- 
ment: Oh, what ſhall I do for Clothing to my na- 
© ked Soul ? My Beloved hath ſpoke, ſaying, Riſe up, my- 
Love, my fair one, and come away. I have heard his Voice; 
« but, oh, I am not ſtirring for it: My Heart till 

« faith, Tet à little Sleep, yet a little Slumbir. Lord, 
awake my Heart, ſtir up my Graces, and prepare 
me for a Meeting with my Saviour. Lord, thou 

« art the Giver of Grace as well as of Glory, thou 
'« muſt give the Frame as well as the Feaſt ; for with- 
out thee we have nothing, we can do nothing. Thou 

4 EAN a Table for me in this Wilderneſs; but, 

« ſhall the Time of Receiving come before thou com- 

« elt into my Soul to ſtir up thy Graces in me? What 
Commerce can a dead Heart have with a living 

« God? Lord, thou knoweſt my Sins, and the Un- 

« preparedneſs of my Heart; and, if thou wilt mark 

« Iniquity, O. Lord, who ſhall ſtand ? My very Pre- 

( parations and beſt Performances carry in them Mat- 

« ter of Indictment againſt my Soul. But, Lord, tho” 
my Sins be many and great, yet, doth not the Blood 

« of Chriſt cry louder for Pardon than my Sins do for 

* Puniſhment? O that the Cry of that Blood may 

« wholly drown the Cry of my Sins at this Time, 

© and anſwer for the Defe&s of my Preparation. Oh 
let not my Soul, whoſe only Hope is to be ſaved by _. 
* Chriſt's Blood, be ſent away from his Table with _ 
; the Guilt inſtead of the Comfort of that Blood upon 

me.” Wye: n 

2. And more particularly, you ought to pray for / 

ſaving Knowledge : Say, © 2. I am naturally alie- 

* nated and eſtranged from thee, thro' the Ignorance » 

© that is in me: O give me Underſtanding, that I may 

© know thee, and the Myſtery of ſaving Grace. Haſt 
thou not ſaid, that the Covenant thou wilt 'make with 

* thy People is this, They ſhall all know thee from the 

* leaſt even to the greateſt? O give me right Uptak- 
* ings of thy Covenant, which is well ordered in all! 
Dings, and ſure! Give Grace to know the Nature, 
© OG FO 2 | $ Neceſlity, 
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164 Di1ztcT, MV. Concerning © 
© Neceſſity, Uſe and Ends of this! Ordinahce, which 
© js the Compend and Seal of it; that ſ I may feceive 
< jt with Underſtanding, and rightly diſcern the Lord's 


8 ro "4 45 *. . * 4 * 
23. Pray for holy Reverente and Humility of Spirit. 


© Greatneſs and Holmeſs of thy Majeſty, to whom 


Lord, affect my Heart with awful Reverence f the 


I am to make ſo near an Approach, and wit whom 


I am to renew Covenant. Oh, how! darſt 1 who 
10 near 


cam ſinful Duſt and Aſhes,” preſume to come 
< | thee, unleſs thou hadſt invited and commanded me? 
O for deep Self-abaſement and Hnmility of Soul 
© when I go to receive the unſpeakable Gift of Gd. 
© O what a wonderful Gift is Jeſts Chrilt to ſüch an 
c unworthy and ill-deſerving Creature as Tam Lord, 
< give me Grace whereby I may /erve thee acceptably, 
© with Reverence and godly, Fear.” | Die 
4. Pray for godly Sorrow and Contrition for Sin. 
© Lord, take away my Heart of Stone, and give me a 
Heart of Fleſh, that I may lothe myſelf in my own” + 
Sight for all my Iniquities and Abominations.” May 
© T'abhor them as the Scourges, Thorns,” Nails and 
< Spear that afflicted my Lord and Saviour: And may 
I be weary and heavy laden with the Burden of my Sins, 
«ſo that Chriſt may give me Reſt. Lord, help me ſo 
to accuſe mylelf, that thou mayſt acquit me; ſo to 


judge and condemn myſelf, that thou mayſt abſoloe 


me; and ſo to exerciſe a holy Revenge upon my. 


. © ſelf, that thou mayſt ſpare me. The Days of Mourn- 


© ing for my Redeemer's Death are at Hand; O that 
© then I may ſlay my moſt beloved Luſts, and be re- 
venged on them for it, and for their Endeavours to 
rob me of my ſpiritual Birth-right, my eternal Bleſ- 


4 ſedneſs! O that T may come to thy holy Table, 


and receive a bleeding Saviour.with a broken Heart '" 
5. Pray for Faith, both for the Being and the Inereaſe 


of Faith. Lord, Faith is thy own Gift, as well as 


© Chriſt; I believe, Lord help my Unbelief. O for 
s Faith's Eye to look upon Chriſt, Faith's Wings 1 
. © flec 


-- 


* e 


tu WW 2 ww ww — — *% aw — er 
* 


. 7 


> ” 5 : - h kak A 4» 4 
| 9 * | i | . TI . » 7 | 4 7 | 1 
W eee Per. gil „ 


5 flee to Chriſty Faith's An to embtuce Chriſt /Faith's 
* Mouth to feed on Chriſt, 'Faith's Hani to apply 


. *'Cheiſt! When I ſee the Bread and Wine on the 
© Table, O let me ſee a bleeding crucified Jeſus. "Let 
© me not only eat the Bread of the Lord, but the 


© Bread whith is the Lord. May this Ordinance'be 
© a lively Reſemblance, Remembrance and Applicati- 


© on of Chriſt's Sufferings to me; and may 1 de bel 
ped ſo to put my Finger into the Print of the Nails, 


« and my Hand into his Side, that I may be perfuad- 


ed of his Suffering and dying for me; and I may 


« not be-faithleſ5 but believing, and may ſay with Tho- 
« mas, | My Lord, and my God; and with Paul, He lo- 
© ved me, 'and\pave himſelf for me ; and with the Spouſe, 
« My Beloved is mine, and I am his. O that I may ſo 
touch him, that I may feel Strength, Peace andVir- 
tue come from him, and be healed of all my Plagues 
and Uncleanneſſes ! Let me ſo by Faith feed on his 
© blefſed : Body, and bathe my Soul in his precious 
Blood, that I may be filled with Peace an Joy in 
« Believing; yea, my Soul may magnify the Lord," and 
© my Spirit rejorce in God my Saviour,” 3s 


6. Pray for Love to God and Chriſt. * Lord, 'cir- 


© cumciſe' my Heart to love the Lord with all my 
soul, with all my Strength. Lord, ſhed abroad thy 
Lope into my cold and frozen Heart, and inflame 
© it with fervent Affection and Deſires towards thee, 


( that I may be a Diſciple whom Jeſus loveth, and 


© that leans on his Breaſt. O that Chr:i/? may dwell in 
ny Heart by Faith, and that, being rooted and ground- 
© ed in Love, I may be able to comprehend with all Saints, 


« what is the Breadth and Length, the Depth and Height, 


© and to know the Love of Chrift which paſſeth' Know- 
© ledge! O that the Remembrance of Chriſt's Love 
may tranſport me with Love, captivate my Will, and 
© engage all my Affections to him. Lord, though I 


cannot ſay, I am ſick of Love to thee, yet I deſire to 


de fick that J cannot love thee more. O for Grace 
þ N n 
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166 Di1RECT. XV. Concerning _ 
© that I may be numbered among them that love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity! ' 1 tf 
5. Pray for Love to all the People of God. Lord, 
© make all theſe lovely in mine Eyes, to whom Chriſt 
is precipus; that | may &now / am paſſed ſrom Death 
« te-Life; becauſe I love the Brethren. O for a warm 
© Love to all theſe who are Chriſt's Friends, on whom 
he has ſet his Heart, and to whom he hath given his 
Spirit, that ſo. my heavenly Father may look down 
© upon his Children,feaſting together with mutnalLove - 
and Delight, in Remembrance of that great Love 
© which he hath already ſhewn to us, and with joyful - 
Expectations of theſe great Things he bath further 
* promiſed to us! And, Lord, ſeeing thou haſt ſo loy- 
: ed me, let me be perſectly reconciled to every Man, 
4 
0 


9 


that I may love my very Enemies, and do good to them 

that hate me. May every Spark of Anger, Malice 

and Envy, be utterly extinguiſhed in me. 
8. Pray for new Obedience. Lord, ſince thou gi- 

'© veſt this heavenly Feaſt only to thy Diſciples, 0 

make me one of them, and let me attain this Mark 
of a Diſciple, Obedience to my Maſter. Lord, I can» 
not eat the Paſſoyer and ſtay in Egypt ſtill, in the 
Service of Satan, and in Bondage to my Luſts: 
O bring my Soul out of Priſon, and let me eat the 
Paſſover with my Loins girt, and ready to march to- 
wards the promiſed Land. O help me to waſh my. 
Hands in Innocence, that jo I may incompaſs thy Altar. 
O make me willing and obedient, that I nay eat the 
Good of this Ordinance. And may the Love of Chriſt 
conſtrain me to a Courſe of fincere univerſa] Obedi - 
ence, that I may run in the Ways of thy Commandments, 
Seeing Chriſt offers himſelf to me by Way of Surety, 
Lord help me to give up myſelf to him by Way of 
Surrender, to receive him as a Saviour, and ſubmit _ 
to him as a Prince. And, on that ſolemn Feaſt of 
Dedication, let me come and dedicate myſelf to 
thee, ſet myſelf apart for thee, that all my Days 1 
may live to thy Praiſe,” 75 | 
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9. Pray 
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9. Pray for Heart-purity, Fixedneſs and Spirituality, 
that you may be fit to entertain Converſe with a wy 
God. Lord e Fa to lay aſide and leave behin 
« me all vain, earthly and unſeaſonable Thoughts and 
Imaginations, that I may attend upon thee: without 
Diſtraction. O let not worldly or wandring Thoughts 
© come in, to ſtir up or diſturb the Beloved of my 
Soul: Let them not come near, to diſpleaſe him; 
nor call me away from entertaining and enjoying of 
«© him, Lord, bid them be gone. Alas; my Heart 
is naturally in great Diſorder, and wholly indiſpoſ- 
ed for ſuch ſolemn and ſpiritual Work; but, O thou 
© who calleſt me to it, do thou diſpoſe my Heart 
6 for ite Wise 15 | - 3. 
10. Pray for /diritual Hunger and Thirſt. Lord, 
© thou art ready to give Bread to the Hungry, and 
© the Water of Life to him that is a-thirſt : But both 
« the Appetite and the Food, the Feeling of Want 
© and the Relief, are from thee. - O for inlarged Af- 
© fetions and Deſires after this Ordinance, anſwer- 
© able to my Need of it ! Lord, create and ſtir 
in me earneſt Longings and a ſpiritual Appetite af- 
© ter this heavenly Food, that ſo with Deſire {may de. 
« fre to. eat this Paſſover. As the Hart panteth after 
© the Water-brooks, ſo let ne pant after thee, O God: 
Lord, 71 my Heart, and open my Mouth wide, that 


© thou ma 


e n A 974 

11. Pray for ſpiritual Thantſulneſi, and holy Joy 
in partaking of this Feaſt. O make me to reliſh this 
6 heavenly Food, and receive it with a thankful 
Heart. Let'me not fit fad and dejected, as it lik- 
* ed not the Proviſion, or thought myſelf not wel / 
come: But take me into the Banqueting-houſe; 
* and let my Soul be ſatisfied" as with Marrow d Fut - 
* neſs, that my Mouth may praiſe thee with joyful-Lips. 
I am to feed on Angels Food, O let me be employed 
* in Angels Work, Praiſe." Let my Soul rejoice in 
Jeſus Chriſt as my Portion, and triumph in his 


mighty Acts, in his Victories and Purchaſe. 
| 12. Pre 


{ n 5 * 
. : £ ” . 
+ P . " . = 
* * * } 


168 _DixEcT. XIV," Concerning _ | 
112. Pray for the Ain of © God's Spiritin this 
Work. Lord, caſ ne nat eway from thy-Preſeenct, 
©, take not thy holy Spirit from me ; ſot without Ive i 
<chave! nothing, I can do thing. Lord, thou halt 
« promiſed; and declared thyſelf more willing to give 
©: the Spirit to them that ask it, than Parents to give 
FBread to their Children. Our Love to our Chil- 
© dren is but Hatred, our Compaſſion Har „ in 
© Compariſon of thine to thy Cbildren: O do not 
c then deny me when my Need is ſo gteat. The ge. 
© ver /aidſt to any of the Seed of Facob, Seek ye my Fact 
© in 24in.' Lord, ſend thy holy Spirit to breathe on 
© my dry Bones and decayed Graces, and to be the 
_ © 'Harbinger to provide Entertainment for thy Son in 
my Soul, that he may find it ſwept of all Sin, and 
© garniſhed with all the Sacramental Graces. O for 
© the Spirit of God to adorn my naked Soul, and put 
on me the Wedding-garment, 2/2. theiglorious, .. 
er Garment of the Righterafneſs of thy Son, and the 
beautiful inner Garment of the Holine/3 of y Spi- 
* rit, that fine Linen of the Saints, that all my Na- 
© kedneſs may be covered, and my great. Deformitics 
© hid from thine Eyes: LT N63 $5 6j 
13. Pray for the Cure of all thy Diſehſes, at this 
healing Ordinance, '* Iord, my Plagues are great; 
my Wounds deep, and my Diſtempers many; but 
© I have heard of the Balſam of the new Covenant, | 
© ry Redeemer's Blood, that heals all Diſeaſes. /s there 
© Balu in Gilead? Is there not 4 Phyſician there? 
Oh then let not my Pain be perpetual, nor my Wounds 
© incurable.. Lord, I come to thee to get my dead 
© Sout"quickened, my ſtrong Corruptions ſubdned, 
© my faint Purpoſes ſtrengthened,” and my languiſh- 
© ing Graces tevived. O let the Author of ſpiritual 
© Life uphold and preſerve 'Life in my Soul. In- 
* fame my Coldneſs with the Fire of thy, Love, fof- 
© ten my Hardneſs with the Dew of, thy Grace, in- 
© lighten my Blindneſs with a Beam of thy Light, 
© and anoint my blind Eyes withthy Eye falve-- T 
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thy Campaſſon pity et thy. Mercy par- 
don my Sinf 7 (On, infighten my 
c Heat, and 2. 2 5 17 0 qo, BY 


jeſs, Oh, w — ge hl For 
i argues by 1 5 bet Juice? ou, art the 


ve. Vine; O co nn Sap, and Influen ce * 
5 languiſhing Scl Lord, art, thou 3 5 as wil- 


ling to beſtow the Fruit of thy Blood on us, as to 


© thed 1 for. us? Art thou nota ready Phykician, wil- 


ling to be employed by diſeaſed Souls? Doſt thou 


« not beſtow.thy Cures without Money, and withou 

price? Na here is Work for thee, a Job full N 

« Boils, a Lazarus over-run with Sores, as poor a 

c Patient as ever came to the Phyſician's Door; yet 

if J. could. but touch the Border of thy Garment, 

« or get but one Word from thee, I Na be made 

© whole. Oh, ſay unto me, Be it unto thee: Op: Ws 

« thou wilt,” boy; fs VAFTE 
14. Pray for a willing and cheorfil Heart j a per- 

forming, this and all other Duties. © Oh, 00 

« Saviour ſo chearfull — 7 6 8 be to ſuffer, for me, 

and ſhall. I be ſloth 1 2 d careleſs in approaching 

« to him? Did he go ſo willingly to the Croſs to die 

« for me, and ſhall 1, be, ſo. backward. to go to, the 

< Communion-Table to remember his Death; 20 Lord, 

c make me run in the Ways of thy Commandments ; anc 

« let me Pray, Hear, and Communicate with Fr 

dom and\Inlargement of Heart. O draw my He it 

«<. to. thee, and let it be carried. on with more. n 

weariedneſs and Chearfulneſs in thy Ser) 5 Sen 


„forth the Gales of thy, Spirit, 7551 may wake * 


« 17 te the Chariots of. Amminad; b, 


| ray for 92 80 and Communion” "oi Galt 3 in 
his Sri d eſpecially at th omtunion- 
Table. c Tod. Aba will a Commut 5 calt ava il 
me without Communioo with Chriſt in it? 1 go — 


< there for Bread and Wine, buf. to ee Foſs. Other 


are the Elements' to me 199 \rift's 2 855 
c " 
Nothing. but this can, wits fy me : | Lord, what Fo 5 
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wo Dixkcr XIV.” Concerning 
* ſhall 1 go away empty from a Treaſure 1 5 
e 


_ t the Lattz/5 of thy Ordinance, and let me /2# the 


* thou give me, if T go from thy Table Chriltleßt 


c a Feaſt, dry a Fountain, cold from tue Sun, 
© comſbrtlels from the Comforter ? Lord, ſtand not 
© ara. Diltahce ehh the Wall ; ſhew thyſelf 1hrohgh 


« 'Goitgs of "tay God and ny King in his Santtuaty. 
Lord, do thou not only ſtand and knock, but do 
c thou alſo-bpen the Door of my Heart: Vouchſaſe 


to come in and abide with me, yea, ſup with me, 


and let me ſup with thee, that I may be abundantly 
«ſatisfied with the Fatneſt of thy Houſe, and drink of 
« the Rivers of thy Pleaſures, And when the King 
c ſitteth at his Table, let my Spikenard ſend forth “ 
Snell thereof. Deſcend into my Heart by the In- 
« fluences of thy Grace, and let me aſcend to thee by 
c tlie Breathings of Faith, Love and Deſire. Lord, 
c make this Feaſt a Type and Earneſt of that etei | 
„Banquet above; and let me enjoy thy lightſome 
« reviving. Company in the State of my Pilgrimage. 
e O let Chriſt appear and be 4nown of me in the Break 
ig of Bread ; O let him kiſs me with the Kiſſes of 
c his Mouth, for his Love is better than Nine. 
Cty. importunately to God at this Time; ſay, 1 
« will not let thee. go till thou Bleſi ne: if thy Preſence 
go not with me, carry me not up hence. Wilt thou not 
c relieve an importunate Beggar, and hear the Cry of 
c à needy Supplicant? Lord, open Rivers in the 
c ply and Streams in the Deſert." Let Jordan 
c at this Seaſon overflow all its Banks, and let all the 
* dry Roots of thy People be watered. And O let 
e me come from thy Table with my Pardon ſealed, 
© my Corruptions ſubdued, my Graces quickned, 
Faith ſtrengthened, my Reſolutions coufemed hh 
Heart inlarged, and my Soul refreſhed and encou- 
*< raged to run the Ways of thy Commandments, and 
© ſo inſeparably united unto thee, that no Temptati- 
on may be able to diſſolve the Union.“ O for the 
Ipirit of Grace and Supplication at ſuch a Time! ” 
: ; , . p 1 


it ie the prayiog and-wreſiling Soul that, will be the 


municant ſay, © Lord, all my Strength and Prepara- 
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joyful and praiſing Communicaut. 
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a 
ing dee for the Larl's Table, foe « 
at ye lay na Streſs thereupon, but wholly 
diſtruſt your own. Preparatia um. 


609 when you have made the great- 
eſt Preparation poſſible, by Self- examination, 

Repentance, Prayer, &c. ſay aſter all, Ve are but unpro- 

fitable Seruants. The greateſt Streſs and Difficulty of 

the Chriſtian, Life lieth in this, to be diligent in Duty, 

and yet wholly denied to our Duties. Learn then this = 
great Point in Chriſtianity, to diſtruſt all your Pre- 
parations, and caſt yourſelves wholly on Chriſt for | 
Aſſiſtance, as if you had done nothing at all; ſaying, 

It is only in the Lord that I laue Righteouſneſs and 

Strength. Nou ought to do as King a did, who, 
tho' he had raiſed a prodigious Army of Five hun- | 
dred thouſand, all mighty Men of Valour, to fight 

againſt the Ethiopians; yet he cried to the Lord, 

and truſted in him for Help, as if he had been leſt i 
alone, without one Man to fight for bim : For, after ] 

all his great Preparations, it is recorded of him 
2 Chron, xiv. 8, 11. And Ala cried to the. Loni his God, | 

end ſaid, Lord, it is nothing with thee to belp, whether 

with many, or with them that have ns Power. Help us, 

0 Lord our God ; for we reſt on thee, and in thy Name 

go out againſt this Multitude. So let every Com- 


* 


* tions are nought, I have no Power for celebrating 
© this Feaſt, Help me, O Lord my God; far I reſt 
on thee, and in thy Name I go to this great and 
* weighty Ordinance.” - The Soul is never ſo well 


prepared, as when it is moſt ſenſible of its own Wok 
l | "2 $3 | 


172 Di1RECT. W. O diſtruſting 
neſs, and relies en the Redeemer's Strength. Mh £ 
am weak (ſays the Apoſtle) n am I flrongs Aud 
hence it is ſaid of the ancient Worthies, Heb. xi. 
Out of Weakneſs Ci. e. felt and apprehended)! they were 
made. ſtrong. The gawdy Flower, that ſtands 'and 
grows on its own Stalk, doth quickly wither and de- 
cay ; when the plain Ivy, that hangs and leans on the 
" Houſe, is freſh and green all the Year. We .ought 
then to be denied to ourſelyes, and write after Dau 
Copy, who looked to the Lord both for Aſfiſtance 
and Acceptance in all his Duties. P/a/. Ixxi. 16.1, 
will go in the Strength of the Lord, F-will nale 0 
of thy Righteouſneſs, even of thine on. F 
A Man may in Words diſclaim the Opinion of Me- 
rit and Worth in his Duties and Preparations,” and 
yet in his Heart and ſecret Practice put ſome Truſt in 
them; for there are practical Papiſts, as well às pH 
ctical Aiheiſts. Hence God warns us againſt this iu. 
ward Truſt, and ſecret Popery, Deut. ix. 3. Say t 
in thine Heart, This is for my 'Righteouſneſi. Though 
with our Tongues we do not plead for Merit, yet there 
may be a ſaying it in the Heart; and God doth well 
underſtand the Language of the Heart. Let us there- 
fore look well to our Hearts, when we have done our 
utmoſt in Duty, and by way of Preparation ſor this 
Ordinance, that we be wholly denied to all, and che- 
riſi the Thoughts of our own Nothingneſs, according 
to Chriſt's noble Rule, Lute xvii.” 10. When ye habt tote 
all, ſay, Ve are unprofitable. Servant. David ou. 
he had nothing to plead, when he had done all; For, 
ſays" he, of thine own, Lord, have we given thee, 
1 Chron. xxix. Of this denied Temper was Nehemiah 
alſo ; for, when he had done all for Cd and his Ten- 
fle that he could, he makes free Grace his only Plea 
with God, Neh. xiii, 22. J commanded the Leviſes to 
cleanſe "themſelves, & e. Remember ne, O my God, ein- 
cerning this alſo; and ſpare me according to the Great- 
neſs of thy Mercy. Whatever good Things he bad 
done, yet he depends on none of them, but 9 
Fpare 


4 
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— 
* Jere e ere to the Creufneſt of thy ure. 
Henee alſo Paul belly diſclai med x Riptite= | 
ouſneſs, and that not xt while he was a Phariſec, 
but even when he was a Chriſtizn.and a renewed Man; 
I account all Things but Laſ for Chriſt. O this is a 
noble Attainment, but not eaſily come at. Mr. Far 
uſed to ſay,” He was more afraid of his Graces than of 
his Sins, becauſe he found himſelf in ſuch Danger by 
them to be puffed up, and tempted: to Self-confi- 
| dence. Let us then be denied to our own Attain- 
ments in Preparation for this ſolemn Ordinance, if we 
would be üccepted of God: For that Man comes to 
God molt worthy, that comes moſt ſenſible! of his 
own' Unworthineb, so much for the firſt Head of 
Directions, How to Prepare for a Communion-Sab- 
bath before it come. I proceed now to the ſecond 
Head, to give miesen how to EX it e doth 
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DIRECTION 95 


EE that you riſe fooner this Morning than ordina- 
ry, ſeeing you have extraordinary Work in Hand. 
An1, while you are riſing and putting on your Cloaths, 
let your Minds be filled with e Meditatioas and 


Ejaculations. 
Think, 


\ oh . . 
 _ Dinacmifor pending ; 
Think, what a Frinilege it is, that your. Eyes. ſer 
fuchi Days. of the Son gf Mas, which many Prophets. and 
Kings defired to ſee, arid: might nat. O, that I may be 
tchankful, and may not abuſe. mx Mer! This is 
great Day: O that it may be a good. Dq to my Soul, 
even a Day in God's Courts, and in Cod 's Preſeance, that 
will be better and ſweeter to me than a thouſand! : .., 
Again think, this may be the laſt Communion, D 
chat ever I may fee; on Earth: This may be, the, lan 
Time that I ſhall drink of: the Fruit of ths, Vine -at-g 
Communion Table: It may be the laſt Offer, that I ſhall 
get of the Water of Life; O that I may improve it 
well!!“ Perhaps ſeverals who ſaw the laſt Cammumjon 
where 1 am going, and alſo drank with me of 
the Satramental Cup, have now a Cup of the-red Wine 
of God Vengeance 2 into their Hands, and are e- 
ternally ſinking or ſwimming in the Brimleſs and Bot- 
tomleſs Ocean of Ged's Wrath : God keep me from un- 
worthy Communicating this, Day, leſt that be my Lot 
before the next Sacrament. But, on the other Hand, 
it may be, there are ſome who fat with me at the laſt 
| Communion Table, that are now ſitting at the higher 
Table, and are drinking it new with Chriſt in his Fa- 
ther's Kingdom : What a ſweet Song are they preſent- 
ly finging! Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from 
aur Sins in his own Blood, and hath made us Kings and © 
Prieſts unto God and his Father, to him be Glory and Do. 
minion for ever and ever, Amen. O that I may this 
Day get a Foretaſte of that Celeſtial Feaſt and Heavenly 
Foy, and ſuch a Seal of Chriſt's Love as may fill my 
Soul with Hope to be a Communicant at that upper Ta- 
ble, if God ſhall call me hence before the next Commu- 
nion! Lord, let me have one good Day in all my Lifetime: | 
Shew me a Token for Good before I die. 


- BTDECTION: AL i 
RE tire preſently, O Communicant, fir Prayer and Me 


tation, in order to excite and quicken Grace a 4 
2 | out 3 


Zehold the Son of God intreated by nb: Man, but huted 


> Communion-Sabbath.. 0 uns 

Soul ; and, in 4 Re ee Fat. 
ech and Loves amed. And, for this End, 1. Take 
a new View of Chriſt's Sufferin 4, and his 

ed Love manlfeſted therein: Hebo the of God 
that takes away the Sint of he World. It yon would 
have © Cletir Diſtovery of his Loue and Sufferings at 
the Table, be SET. frequent deut of bim b 


hand. 
Confiderhow(free ende e ve Obriſts 1 


of at] Men; yet in his Love and Pity intreats for Man 
4 faffers and dies ſor him, even then when he was 


2 Sinner und an Bueny to dim. ' Behold him Jaering 


Sin, that never ſinned : Ven, ' behold him wade 


555 for thee, "who had no Sin; that thau, who -hadſt no. 


Rt ghteoufneſs, "mght be mad the N. teouſueſ of: Godin 
is. View his Love with Wonder, that mide him 
take on the heavy Burdenof your Fripuies, and bear 
it, till he N bled, groaned, and cried 3 the 
Veight. Behold him ſtruggling, praying, and f 

to the Ground, till he 1 all LE with his — 
Blood: Fix the Eye Faith upon him, till thine Eye 
affect thy Heart. Take a View of dus Tears and blos- 
dy Sweat, his pierced Hands and wonnded:Feet, his ſcaur- 
2 Back and open Side, bis fireoming Heart and yern- 
ing Bowelt to poor Simiers : This is he, O Sinner! that 
would rather die than thou ſhouldſt die, who choſe 
thy Liſe beſore his own, and now 9 Blood 
defore his'Father, 

Behold 55 — at his Love, that 2 bim tread 
the Wine- for us, and drink the Cup of the red 
Wine of the Bret g of God, a Cup ende our vile 
and Aal Sins" were grated, a Cup that no Angel 


durſt Liſte; Bas the taſting of ĩt made Chriſt's Heart 


to melt like Wax in the Midſt of his'Bowels, Pſal. xxii. 
14. which was à greater Matter than if tlie whole 
World had melted to nothing: | Yethe'drank-it:off, 


with the bittereſt 'Dregs/of 3 it, and left not ſo much 


as one Prep 6f it for us. Behold him * 
mo 


0 
| 0 


116 Digger.” For ſpending 
moſt precious Heart's Blood, to quench Hell's Flames 
that wete ready to'break out on ps 1 Was there ever 
Lobe like this? mr ene vt 2514.15 to willy FT. 7. 
This Love is unſeatchably great : Von may ſooner 
find out the Height e, Heuven, the Breadth f fle 
| Berth, or the Depth H the Sea, than meaſure Chrilt's 
Love; fot it paſſeth Knowledge, Eph. iii. It is n une 
fathomable Ocean, that hath neither Bank nor Bottan, 
O whither did his Love carry him? Even from;Heapen 
to Farth, from the Throne to the Manger, from the 
Manger to the Crofs, from the Ce to the Grave; 
yea, from the Glory of Heaven to the Torments of Hell, 
and all this for poot Creatures, that were deſpicable 
as Worms, defiled as Lepers, deformed. as Menters 
black as Ethiopians, yea, as black and ugly as Hell 
could make us. Worſe are we than Devils, if we be 
not affected with this Lone, that made the glorious 
Son of God leave the Heaven of. his Father's Preſence, 
and wade through Hall for the Dregs - of the Creation, 
Did Chriſt ſee any Thing in us to make him love us? 
No, he ſaw much to lothe us, but nothing to love us; 
Yet the Time when we were moſt /oth/ome was Chriſt's 
Time of Love, Ezek. xvi. - We were lying polluted 
in our Blood, and all ſpread over with running Ulcers 
and putrifjing Sores, when Chriſt loved us. Our Souls 
were as unlovely as Lazarus's Body, whoſe Sores the 
Dogs lick d; or Job's Body, when he was full 'of 
Boil, and fat in the Aſhes, and ſcraped himſelf with 
a Potſberd : Yet all this could not cool his Affection 
to us. Rien | f 4 Lt | 
The Inſtances of Chriſt's Love are inexpreſſible, 
both in their Nature and Number. Wonder at bis 
Condeſcendency; in becoming not only a Creature, but 
ſuch a mean Creature as Man, for us; yea, not 0n- 
ly a Man, but in taking on him the Form of a Servant 
Se 3 and being willing not only to ly in a Manger, 
but in a cold Grave for us. Wonder that the glorious 
Redeemer of Iſrael ſhould be content to be born as 4 
'Bepgar, live as à Servant, and die as a Sleve 4 us ? 
on | | onder 
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2 Gmmunion- Calla. 177 
Wonder that he, who is infinitely pure, ſhould) be wil- 
ling, not only to be . numbred among Sinners, and to 
bear our Sint, but alſo to be made Sin, and likeways 


a Curſe for us. Was it not for you and your Advan- 


tage he did all this; and, will you not admire and 
love him? He was content to endure the Poverty of 
the World, that you might enjoy the Riches of Heaven: 


He lived in the Form of a Servant, that you might have 


the Adoption of Sons : He humbled himſelf to /ive with 
Men, that he might exalt you to /ive with God : He 


bowed his Soul to Death, that he might raiſe you to 


eternal Life: He was ſhut up forty Days with the De- 
vil, that you might not be /hut up uith him for ever: 
He was hungry, that you might be fed : He was num- 
bred among Tran/preſſors, that you might have a Room 
among the Bleſſed. O Believer, He wept, that you 
might rejoice : Sorrow oppreſſed his Heart, that ever- 
laſting Foy might be on your Head: He was /courged 
and wounded, that you by his Stripes might be healed 
of Sin's Wounds : He was crowned with Thorns, that 
you might be crowned with Glory : He was ſlandered 
and condemned before Men, that you might be juſtified 
and acquitted before Cod: He bore the Curſe, that you 
might inherit the Bleſſing: He drank the bitter and 
poiſonous Cup of God's Wrath, that you might drink 
the pure River of Life: He was deſerted of God, that 
you might not be for/aken by him eternally : ' He\bore 
the Burden of Sin and Wrath,. that you might for ever 
be freed from that Burden : He hung upon our Cro/5, 
to advance us to fit upon his Throne: He cried out 
in Sorrow upon a Groſs, that we might ſhout joyfully 
in - ſinging God's Praiſe for euer: He thirſted on the 
Croſi, that we might not thirſt eternally, with Dives, 
for a Drop of cold Water to cool our Tongue: He 
truggled in a bloody Agony, that we might not ſtruggle 
among Devils in Hell's Furnace for ever: Oh what 
ſhall we ſay of this Love! © Lord Feſus, thy Pity was ' 
infinite, thy Love hath overflown all Banks, and 
thy Compaſſion knew no Bounds; Thou Oy = 
Z "CO 


178. DIRECT. For ſpending 
* fore the Mouth of Hell that I deſerved, and ſtop- 
F © pedſt the flaming Furnace of Divine Vengeance, that 
© was breaking out againſt me: When I was like K 
© /zac bound to the Altar, ready to be ſacrificed to 
Juſtice, thou offeredſt thyſelf, like the Kam canght 
in the Thickets, to be ſacrificed in my Room: When 
my Sins had raiſed a terrible Tempeſt, which threat- 
ned to drown me eternally, thou waſt content to be 
thrown overboard, like Jonah, to appeaſe the Storm: 
When the Sword of Zuſtice was furbiſhed, and ready 
to be ſheathed into my Bowels, thou interpoſedſt be- 
twixt me and it, and receivedſt the Blow into thy 
Heart: When I was /ſhipwreck'd and periſhing, thou 
caſt thyſelf in as a Plant of Mercy to ſave my Life. 
Can I think on this, and my Heart not burn? Can 
I ſpeak of it, and not ſeek, with 7o/zph, a ſecret 
place to weep in? | | ” 

View the ſurpaſſing Nature of Chriſt's Love. No 

Love like to it; yea, Chriſt's Love to us tranſcends 
his Love to all other Things: He loved us more than 
Angels, for he would not put on their Nature: He 
loved us more than Heaven; for he left that, to come 
and ſave us: He loved us more than R:iches and He- 
nour ; for he chuſed Poverty, and became of no Re- 

utation, to redeem us: He loved us more than the 
Comforts of Life ; for he parted with theſe, and be- 
came a Man of Sorrows for our ſake : He loved us 
more than his Blood, for he willingly 22 with 
that for us: He loved us more than his Son or Body; 
for he gave both theſe to: be an Offering for our Sins: 
He was more concerned for us than for himſelf ; he 
rejoiced more in our Welfare than in his own; 
wept and prayed more for us than for himſelf ; and 
in the Time of his greatelt Strait, when Heaven, Earth 
and Hell were all at once ruſhing upon him, we have 
his Prayer, John xvii. yet it is all ſpent for us, ex- 
cept one Verſe or two for himſelf. Again, Chriſt lo- 
ved us more than his Life, and al! that 'a Man hath 

vill he give for his Life ; yet Chriſt willingly pou 
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a Communion-Sabbath. 179 
with that for our ſake: But, is there nothing that is 
better than Life? Yes, David tells us of one Thing 
that is better, Pal. Ixiii. 3. Thy Loving Kindneſs is 
better than Life. The Saints and Martyrs that parted _ 
with all other Things, would by no Means part with 
that, they'd rather part with a thouſand Lives than 
quit with that; yet Chriſt, who had infinitely more 
of it than ever any Saint attained to, for our Sakes 
parted with it, and had the Light of God's Counte- 
nance totally eclipſed from him on the Crofs ; ſo that 


he cried out, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken | 


me? | 
IT. If you would have the Sacramental Graces 


quickned, particularly Faith, take a View of Chriſt 
in all his ſweet Offices and Relations: Look wnto me, 
and be ye ſaved, all the Ends of the Earth, Iſa. xlv. 
22. O Communicant, endeavour upon the Morning 
of a Communion- Sabbath to give a believing Look to 
Chriſt, in all his bleſſed Offices and Relations; and 


this will ſtrengthen and quicken Faith, and help then 


to act it the more diſtinctly at a Communion-Table. 
1. Look to Chriſt, as a Bankrupt-debitor to his 
Surety, and ſay, Lord, I owe my Thouſands 
more than I can pay, but thou haſt a ſufficient Ran- 
* ſom to pay all my Debt: I flee to thee as my Sure- 
* ty; Lord, undertake for me, and fatisfy thy Fa- 
© ther's Juſtice, that I be not ſeized on and dragged 
* to Hell's Priſon for ever. | x 
2. Look to him as an able Phyſician to cure thy 
Wounds : Say, Lord, here lies a Fob full of Boils, 
a Lazarus full of Sores at thy Gate; here a para- 
« lytick Hand, here a blind Eye, here a hard Heart, 
© herea Plague, and there a Wound, that have ſcorn- 
ed all other Phyſicians, and deſpiſed other Remedies ; 
* let me this Day get the Balm of Gilead, even the 
* ſovereign Plaiſter of thy Blood, to my various Mala- 
dies; one Touch of the Hem of thy Garment, and 


3. Look 
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180 Dixxcr. For ſpending _ 
3. Look to him as a Ranſomer of Captives, and ſay; 
< Lord, it was thy Errand to proclaim Liberty to the 
< Captives : I look to thee this Day to knock off my 
© Fetters, looſe all my Bonds, and bring my Soul out 
of Priſon, that I may praiſe thy Name.” * af 

4. Look to him as a Mediator and Pexce-maker,'to 
remove all Enmity and. Quarrels betwixt God and 
thy Soul, and ſay, Lord, ſtand betwixt me and the 


-< flaming Sword; let thy atoning Blood this Day 


< quench the Fire of thy Father's Anger, and bring 
© the News of Peace to my Soul.. 
5. Look to him as an Adv:cate to plead for thy 
guilty Soul: Say, Lord, my Crimes are great, and 
my Cauſe is bad; but never any Cauſe miſcarried 
< that thou took in Hand: Be thou mine Advocate, 
<. and let every one of thy Wounds this Day be as fo 
many open Mouths to plead for me; let thy Blood 
« ſpeak, that /peaketh better things than the Blood of 
© A . TH . ; | a 
6. Look to him as thy Refuge - city and Hiding- 
place, and ſay, Lord, I flee to thee for my Life; 
for the Avenger of Blood, the Law and Juſtice of 
© God, are at my Heels purſuing me; and, if they 
< find me afar off from thee, I am ſlain without Mer- 
© cy: The Clefts of the Rock are my only Hiding- 
© place ; Lord, be a Safeguard to me.” A Heathen 
could ſay, when a Bird ſcar'd by a Hawk flew into 
his Boſom, I will not give thee up to thine | Eneny, 
ſeeing thou. cameſt to me for Sanctuary: And ſurely, 
thou wilt not deliver my Soul, when I flee to thee for 
Shelter. . $i 8 4 
7. Look to Chriſt as the A, that can only ſave 
thee from being drowned by the Flood of God's Wrath: 
Say, © Lord, there is no Ark to ſave me but thou alone; 
« 1 am ſhipwreckt in Adam, and there is no Plank 
but Chriſt to bring me to Shore: I claſp to thee by 
the Hand of Faith; Lord, fave me, elſe I periſh. 


8. Look to him as a Reliever of burdened Souls: 


y Say, Lord, here a heavy laden Sinner coming to 


s thee 
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42 Communion-Sabbath, 181 
© thee this Day for Reſt; O Sin is heavier than a 


* Milſtone, it is weighed down with the Law's Cur- 


« ſes; and, O how many of theſe Milſtones are on 
my Back! Lord, I come this Day to roll them 
© upon thee, who art the ſure Foundation that God has 
© laid in Zion, able to bear me and all I can lay upon 


* jt: Angels cannot free me of my Burden, for the 


« Burden of one Sin has ſunk many Thouſands of 
© them to the Bottomleſs Pit; the Saints cannot. do 


it, they have Burden enough of their own ; nay, 


the whole Creation cannot bear my Burden, for it is 
« already groning under the Weight of me and it: But, 
* Lord, thou art the mighty One, on whom Sinners 
Help is laid, and haſt promiſed Reſt to ſuch as come 
* to thee. Lord, let all my Burdens fall off this Day, 
© that I may be at Freedom to run the Ways of thy 
« Commandments,” | 8 

9. Look to him as a rich and bountiful Helper of 
the Needy: Say, Lord, pity a needy Beggar this 
© Day, that is going to the Feaſt-houſe to wait for a 
* Crumb ; thou haſt ſupplied many, and I have heard 
«© a good Report of thy Bounty: Never came there a 
* poorer Wretch to thy Door than I, not a Penny of 
Grace is there left to help me, not a Crumb to keep 
© in my Life. Lord, let me not go from thy Trea- 
© ſure-houſe without an Alms ; there is Bread enough 
in thy Houſe and to ſpare, let me not go without a 
* Crumb,” TRE”, 

10. Look to him as a Prophet and Teacher, that can 
open thine Eyes, and give thee gracious Diſcoveries 
of his Truths and Ways: Say, Lord, I have heard 
much of thee by the Hearing of the Ear, but little 
have mine Eyes ſeen of thee ; I have been long in 
* Chriſt's School, but little Proficiency have I made: 
* Lord, come this Day and teach me to profit ; let 
* my Eyes be opened, that in this Ordinance I may 
© ſee the hainous Nature of Sin, the Severity of Di- 
vine Juſtice, the Greatneſs of Divine Love, the 
Beauty of Chriſt, the Preciouſneſs of Souls, the 
* Excellency of the Remedy provided for Sinners, &c.' 

11. Look 


\ 4 
182 Dixzer. Concerning 
1. Look to him as thy Head and Hurband, with 
whom you are this Day to ſeal a Marriage- covenant: 
Say, © Lord, tho' I be a moſt deformed, black and 
© unworthy Bride, and have nothing but Poverty, 
Debt and Danger to recommend me to thee ; yet, 
© fince thou who art the Chief among Tex thouſands art 
* e content to match with me, O give me a Heart to 
 « conſent willingly to the Bargain, and ſay, My Be- 
loved is mine, and I am his. Lord, help me chearful- 
« ly to ſay Amen to the Covenant, and all the Articles 
© of it, that I was reviewing and renewing Yeſter- 
night: O let the Marriage-knot this Day be caſt, 
that Sin or Satan, Death or Hell, may never be able 
to looſe again: Let him this Day % me with the 
« Kiſſes of his Mouth: O for ſweet Communion and 
« Fellowſhip with him at his own Table: Lord, ſbeu 
© me a Token for Good, ſet me as a Seal upon thine 
© Arm; manifeſt thyſelf to me, as thou doft not to the” 
Verl.. | | 


DIRECTION IL 


[ Abour, O Communicant, to get thy Soul put in a right 

©” and ſuitable Frame for approaching God's holy. 2 

ble, and entertaining thy Saviour there. Now the Cry 

is making, The wes. r. g ye forth to meet 

him + Prepare the Palace of your Hearts for him; 

cleanſe, ſweep and waſh'them ; get them adorned and 

perfumed with the Graces of the Spirit. Is Chriſt gone 

to prepare a Place for you, and will you not prepare 

a Place for him? Set up a Throne for Chriſt, go 

forth to meet him with Acclamation and Praiſe, re- 

ceive him gladly, ſet the Crown on his Head, and 
ſwear Allegiance to him, and ſay, as the Men of , 

rael ſaid to Gideon, Judges viii. 22. Rule thou over us, 

for thou haſt delivered us out cf the Hand of Midian. © 

but Chriſt hath delivered us out of the Hand of Satan, 

a far worſe Oppreſſor than Midian. Let us welcome 


him, and compaſ7 him about with Songs of Deliverance. 
| © Com- 


— — 
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o Communicants, deal not with Chriſt as his Country- 
men the Jews did, John i. 11. He come unto his owny 
but his own received him not : When he came into the 
World, there was no Room allowed for him anywhere 
but in the Manger, and thither was he thruſt. O deal 
not ſo with your Saviour ; think not a foul Stall good 
enough for Chrilt, but make clean your Hearts, and 
give him the beſt Room, yea, the upper Room there: 
O ſend the Key of your Hearts this Morning to Chriſt, 
ſaying, © Lord, take thy Choice where to ly: Alas, 
I may fay with the Centurion, I am not worthy that 
© thou fhouldſt come under my Roof: my Soul is a ruis 
nous, {ſmoky and defiled Cottage, thou haſt not a 
fit Place with me to lay thy Head: But, O thou that 
« didſt not diſdain to ly in a Manger among Beaſts, 
© and to be entertained in the Houſe of Szmor the Les» 
« per, come into my Soul, repair the Houſe, and pre- 
« pare an upper Room for thyſelf, that I may eat the 
« Paſſover with thee. Lord, ſpeak the Word, and thy 
+ Servant's Heart ſhall be healed, cleanſed, and made 
© holy, ſoft and pliable, fit for thy Uſe and Service. 
© Lord, none can mend my Heart but thou that made 
© it; I put it into thy Hands; Lord, make it as than 
* would(t have it.. TE 250 

Queſt. What is that Frame and Diſpoſition of Saul that 
we ſhould come with to the Communion- table? 

Anſ. Take theſe Directions concerning it. 

I. Come to it with holy Awe and Reverence of Gad. 
Were you going to a Prince's Table, you would go to 
it with ſome Awe and Concern ; and, will you have 
none when you go to the Table of the great ehovab, 
who is your Judge, ſearches the Heart, and obſerves 


all your Actions? He is a God that is very jealous 


of his Honour, and will not le mocked; you ought to 
come to this Table with a holy Dread and Reverence, 
adoring the Holineſs and Juſtice of God maniſeſted in 
the Sufferings of Chriſt, How vehemently did he 
hate Sin, that he would not pity or ſpare his dear Son, 
when he cried to him; but, ſeeing he had _—_ 

b taken 


, 
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taken to pay our Debt and drink our Cup, the ſeaſt 
, Farthing or Drop he would not abate him? Tho 
the Sinner be ſpared, yet Sin muſt be puniſhed to the 
uttermoſt; our Cautioner ou dearly for it. We 
ought to adore his Juſtice, ſaying with the Men of 
Bethſhemeſh, 1 Sam. vi. 20. Who is able to ſtand Lefore 
this holy Lord God? There is is no Standing but at 
. Chriſt's Back, our bleſſed Cautioner, in whom God i; 
well pleaſed. I. Yd e 
II. Come with holy Fear and Jealouſy over yourſolves, 
leſt you be found unwelcome Gueſts, and draw down 
the Guilt of unworthy Communicating upon your- 
ſelves :: Cry, Lord, -keep me from wounding Chriſt and 
my own Soul this Day; let me not betray the Son of God 
with a Kiſs ; deliver me from Blood-guiltineſs, aus 
from drinking Damnation. O what if I want the Wed- 
ding-garment, when the King comes in to view the 
. Gueſts! | 2 
III. Come with Brokenne/7 of Heart for Sin, the Cauſs 
of Chriſt's Sufferings. Look on your Pride, Paſſion, 
Hypocriſy, Covetouſneſs, Malice, Lying, Swearing, 
Sc. as Chriſt's only Tormentors : Behold how they 
preſſed him down in the Garden, till he ſwate Blood; 
ſee them binding the Croſs on Chriſt's Back ; ſee them 
nailing his Hands, piercing his Temples, and priey- 
ing his Heart; ſee them buffeting and ſpitting on him; 
ſee them making him groan, weep and roar out his 
Complaint, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me? It was on us this Tragedy ſhould have been 
acted, on us theſe Vials of Wrath ſhould have been 
poured : For he was wounded for our Tranſpreſſions, and 
bruiſed for our Iniquities, Iſa. iii. 5. O ſhall we ſee 
Chriſt's Heart ſtreaming Blood, and our Eyes not drop 
Tears? Shall we ſee him ſtretched out and nailed for 
us, and our Hearts not bleed? Oh! it was my Sins 
that made the Nails, they drove them in, they thruſt 
in the Spear, yea, they killed the Lord of Life; and, 
ſhall I not mourn ? Did you ſee a Maleſactor, that 
had committed twenty Murders, uſed like Chrift, your 
Hearts 


* 


2 Gommunian-Frame. '' | 1853, ; 
Hearts: would ahbe concerned: And, will you not be | 
affected to behold the innocent Lamb of God ſo a- 
buſed by your Sins? Loot on him ye have pierced, and 
mourn. This Paſſoyer muſt be eaten with bitter Herbs. 
Sow in Tears," if you would reap in Foy. A weeping 
Communicant is a very pleaſing Sight both to God 
and Man: A broken hearted weeping Sinner will fait 
well with a bruiſed and bleeding Saviour. 
IV. Come uith burning Love and Affection to Chriſt. 
This is a Feaſt only for the Friends and Lovers aſ 
Chriſt, Cant. v. 1. Without Love ye have nothing 
to do here. O Believer, is thy Heart cold, when 
Chrilt's Love is warm? Will you not recompenſe 
Love with Love? Can you behold. Chriſt on a Groſs 
dying with Love in his Heart, and Smiles in his Looks; 
can you ſee his bleeding Arms open to embrace you, 
the Spear reaching his Heart, and his Affections 
ſtreaming out to you in Blood, and that When yon 
were Enemies to him, and Haters of him, and not be 
raviſned with his Love? Can you behold his Wounds, 
or put your Finger into the Print of the Nails, 
not be /ick of Love, andi cry out with Themas, My Land, 
and my God ? Can you view him that is this CH - 
mong Ten thouſands, yea, among an Hundred ibouſangs, 
and among all the Thouſands in Heaven and Eaxthz 
and your Hearts not love him? Turn over all Things 
both in Heaven and Earth, you can find: none like 
him, ſo excellent in himſelf, and ſo well adapted to 
your Conditions and Circumſtances. Paul was a learns 
ed Man, and knew many Things; a. travelled: Man, 
and had ſeen, and heard many Things: Let when he 
calts up his: Ggunts of all he had ever ſeen, heard or 
known, he fays, I count, all but Dung and Lqſt for the 
Excellency of the . F Chriſt, Phil. li. 8, 9. 
V. Come , with much Hunger and Thirſt to this full 
Feaſt. See that your Appetites be not glutted with 
the World, for the full Soul loaths the Honey-Gomb : It 
is only the Thirſty that are welcome, Rev. xxii. 17. 
Chriſt lis the Hungry with good. Things. When the 
Delire opens the Heart wideſt, then he opens his Hand 
; Aa | largeſt 
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largeſt to fill it, Pſal. Ixxxi. 10, O then, 
me Chriſt, and deny me what thou wilt ; a Aumb of Mercy 
From thy Table, on elſe 1 Wo ne for ever. Endeavour 
to ſay, as Ifo. xxvi. The Deſire of my Soul is unto the 
and to the Remembrance of thy Name. O that I knew 
where td find him] When wilt thou come unto ne? O for 
further Tokens of his Love, and clear Evidences 6f 


my Intereſt in him !-O for the Smiles of his Face, and 


the Voice of Joy and Gladneſs! There are many 
heavenly Dainties here; here are all the Fruits of the 
Tree of Life, the Comforts of the Spirit, the Influen- 
ces of. his Grace, the Bread and Waters of Life ; 

e 


therefore come with enlarged Appetites. The Spouſe 


ciries, Cant. N. 3. Stay me with Flagons ; as if the had 
ſaid, My Thirſt is ſo great, it is not a Drop or «little 


Cup that will quench it, I would have whole Flagons. Fear 


not to wrong your Neighbours ; for there is a River 


to every one of you. Obſerve how earneſt Chriſt was 


to feaſt with us, Luke xxii. 15. With Deſire (ſays he) 
have I defired to eat this Supper with you, tho' he had 
no Need either of you or it : And will not you, whoſe 
Needs are ſo great, ſay, © With Deſire have I defired 
to eat this Supper with Chriſt before I die; it may 
c de my laſt Communion, O let me have ſomethiny 
c to catry my Expence through the Wilderneſs ; let 
me have fomething to ſtand me in ſtead, when 1 go 
_ © through the Valley of the Shadow of Deat? 

VI. Come with Humility and Self-denial, content to 
be Nothing, that Chriſt may be All; and willing tofubmit 
to any Thing, for a Blink of his Countenance. Be ſens 


fible of your IIl-deſervings, and acknowledge a Crumb 


will be a gteat Mercy. Be content, with the Prodi- 
gal and Woman of Canaan, to be taken into Chrilt's 

amily, tho' it were in the meaneſt Station and Em- 
'Y t: Let me be the meaneſt of Chriſt's Ser- 
vants, tho' I be never ſo ill uſed, or ill reſpected, 1 
will be thankful, if I be within Chriſt's Doors, have 
a Relation to his Family, and can call him Maſter. 
Again, come ſelf-deniedly, renouncing all Confidence 
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a Communion-Frame. #7 
in yourſelf, your Prepara 
. 4 Theſe may be good Graces, and good Duties; 
but they will be il/ 7 and / Sqaviours; Freely 
own that it is not your own Righteouſneſs that ſaves 
you, nor your own Strength that quiekens you; but 
only Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and Chrift's' Strength. 
Say, © Bleſſed Jeſus, I flee to thee alone; I have no 
Hope in myſelf, nor in any Thing beſides thee; all 

amy Confidence is in the Freeneſs of thy Love, the 


Mercy of thy Bowels, the Merit of thy Deuth, the 


Worth of thy Blood, the Sufficieney” of thy Righ- 
« teouſneſs, and Power of thy Intereeſſion 
VII. Come with Charity and Love to all Men, even 
to your very Enemies. Baniſh all Malice and "Envy, 
pray for your Enemies, forgive them, wiſh'welland 
do Good both to their Sonls and Bodies,” according 
to Chriſt's Example on the Croſs : But eſpecially, 
bring with you Love and Affection to God's People, 
delight in their Fellowſhip above all others, 'for they 
are the excellent Ones of the Earth. . ly 
VIII. Come with honeſt Deſigns to ſeal a Marriage- 
covenant with Chriſt. Conſent frankly to Chriſt to 
be your Prince and Saviour ; do not think of halving 
it with Chriſt, but be willing to take him entirely up- 
on his own Terms. Be content not only to be ſav- 
ed by him, but to ſerve him, live for him; fight for 
him, and cleave to him all the Days of your Life ;. 


_ reſolving that all the Pleaſures of Sin, Temptations 


of Satan, and Allurements of the World, nay, the 
Hopes of enjoying Ten thouſand Worlds, ſhall never 
prevail with you to part with Chriſt. Come reſign- 
ing yourſelves, your Hearts, and all you have, to 
Chrilt: Say, © Lord, tho' I had Ten thouſand Hearts, 
© and every one of them Ten thouſand Times better 
than they are, they ſhould be all thine.” Come 
with ſtrong Vows and Purpoſes againſt Sin, that mur- 
dered your Saviour; reſolve never to harbour it, or 
make Peace with it; but that you will 6ght againſt 
TAE, : it 


tions, Humiliations, or Per- * 
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it to your laſt Breath, and Kevenge/ Ws Death of chi 


ON Ml rig bore h V3 oh e012 47 ena 
IX. Come with Thankſulneſs and Praiſe to God for re- 
deeming Love, and providing ſuch a Saviour for you. 
Let the high [Praiſes of God be in your Mouths; 
ſend up whole Vollies of Praiſe to your Redeemer, 
for. undertaking your Deliverance. ' Invite the Ay- 
gelt and all the Creation to aſſiſt you in this Werk. 
Stir up your Souls and all that is within you to- bleſs 


His holy Name; your Souls (like Mary) ſhould magnify 


the Lord, and your Spirits rejoice in God your Saviour ; 
your Hearts ſhould aſcend, like Manoah's Angel, in 
the Smoke of Thankſgiving and Praiſe. Say, Lord, 
„hat ſhall I render to thee for all thou haſt done 


and ſuffered for me? Lord, what am I, that thou 


© ſhould(t part with thy Glory, yea, with thy Blood, 
< and with thy Life, for ſuch a Wretch as me? Tam 
* aſhamed that I can love and praiſe thee no more: 
Ohl my Heart is cold, my Tongue is ſlow : Let 
Heaven and Earth, Angels and Men, join and ex- 
c tol his free Grace and wondrous Love: Let all the 
World ring with his Praiſe.” N 

X. Come with Hope and ExpeQation, depending en 


CGed's Promiſe, and Chriſt's Merits. You ought greedi- 


ly to look to Chriſt, expecting ſomething ſrom him, 
as. the. poor amp avi did / from Peter and John, As 
iii. 4, 5. Peter ſaid, Look onus: And he gave heed to 
them, expecting to receive ſomething ſrom them, We 
ordinarily receive little, becauſe we expect little; Cd 
Mercy is upon us according as we hope in bim, Pſal. xxxiii, 
ult. O raiſe your Deſires and Expectations; for you 
come to a merciful and liberal God, that will not 
let the Expectation of his poor Creatures periſh, P/al. 
ix. 18. The Needy ſhall not always be forgotten, the 


Expectation of the Peocr ſhall not periſh for ever. 


-Obj. Alas! I am a poor, weak, heartleſs Creature; 
I have little Ground te hope. | | 
Anſ. You have God's Call and Promiſe to encou- 
rage you. Groan under your Deadneſs, and uſe the 

| | Means; 
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Means; aim honeſtly at your Duty, anfl look to God 
for accompliſhing hi; Promiſe, Do as the Mraelitet 
did in the Wilderneſs, Num. xxi. 16, 17, 18. God 
had called them to the Place where he promiſed them 
Water, which was very much valued in that dry De- 
ſert: Well, did they fit (till idly, waiting till the Wa- 
ter ſhould ſpring ? No, the Neves put to their Staves, 
and digged in Expectation of God's fulfilling his Pro- 
miſe, and ſung, Spring up, © Well, &c. Make an ho- 


| neſt Mint, look up with Hope, and cry for the ſpring- 


ing of the Well. Come, bring all your empty Veſ- 
ſels to the Fountain, in Expectation of a Fill: Do 


as the poor Widow, 2 Kings iv, bring not a few; for 


I am ſure the Veſſels will fail before the Oil fail. 
Plead with God for the e of his Word: 
Say, Lord, tho' we cannot ſay, 

far we are thirſty ; yet we can plead; Pour Floods on 
« us, for we are dry Ground : Lord, make us as hun- 
« ory as we are empty, and thirſty as we are dry: 
« Lord, if thou deal with us according to our Senſe 


of Need, we will get little; but, Lord, we plead, 


thou wilt deal with us according to our real Need, 
and thy royal Bounty, and then we will be right 
enough. a > O91 KC 
O poor Soal! Art thou longing for the ſpringing 
of the Well, ſaying, © O that I knew in what Part 
« of this Valley of Baca the Well would fpring, what 
* Ordinance, what Duty would be the Mean; there 
I would wait and ly, there I would dig and cry; 
© one Guſh of theſe ſiving Streams would ſatisfy my 
« Jonging Soul? Poor Soul, thou ſhalt not die for 
Want; you have the Word of a King for it, //a. xli. 
17, 18. When the Poor and Needy ſeek Water, and 
there is none, and their Tongue faileth fir Thirſt, I the 
Lord will hear them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake . 
them. I'will open Rivers in high Places, and Fountains 


in the Midſt of the Vallies : I will make the Wilderneſs þ. 


Peel of Mater, and the Dry. land Springs of Mater. 
| DIRECT. | 


eur Water on us, 
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A Fter you have this Morning meditated, dealt with 
your Hearts, wreſtled with God, read his Word, 

and performed Family-worſhip, with Faith and Fer- 
vency ſuitable to this ſolemn Occaſion ; Lou ought 
timeouſly to repair to the Church againſt the ſolemn 
Worſhip begin. And let your Hearts be breathing 
forth many heavenly Ejaculations by the Way; fuch 
as, that, P/a/. xliii. 3, 4. Send out thy Light and thy 
Truth: Eet them lead me, and bring me to thy boly Hill, 
and to thy Tabernacles. Then will I go unto the Altar 
of God, unto God my exceeding Joy. O it were a Tt 
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fant Frame this Morning, to be going with Foy to 
draw Water out of the Wells of Salvation! Let us beve- 
ry thankful, that the Waters of Life do flow ſo plea- 
ſantly and plentifully to us, betwixt the Banks of 
Goſpel-ordinances; bleſs God that has not made the 
barren Wilderneſs our Dwelling : But let us think, 
as we go, that as God rained down Manna from He- 
ven on his People, ſo he rained down Fire and Brim- 
one on Sodem and Gomorreh. This ſerves to teach 
us to rejoice ſoin the Mercies which God rains down 
- -vpon us in the Sacrament, as to fear his Judgments 
in caſe they be abuſed. 1 2 
Again, think, I am now upon my Way to Mount Cal- 
vary; Lord, forbid that Chriſt's Traitors be my Alten- 
dants Let all my Lufls and Idols be for ever baniſhed 
from me; may they never find Lodging in my Soul any © 
more. Lera, help me to go this Day, with ſuch a 
melted Heart and weeping Eyes, «as the holy V. irgin, Ma- 
ry Magdalene, and the other tender-hearted Women f 
Jeruſalem ad, when they went to Mount Calvary, to 
behold Chriſt crucifed. Am not I going to behold the 
fame Crucifixion repreſented before my Eyes ? | 
As it was a Part of your ſecret Work this Mor- 
ning, to plead earneſtly with God to direct his Meſ- 
ſengers to ſpeak ſuitably to your Caſe ; ſo you ought 
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and frequently to be crying, Awale O North Wind, and 
come thou South, blow, &c. (The (Miniſter's Words 
will be but as Wind, and a Beating of the Air, un- 
jeſs the Wind of the Spirit blow) O Spirit of God come 
influence my Heart this Day; 1 dare not go to the Fable 
without thy. Preſence, Lord, ſtand not this Day be- 
hind the Wall; for there cannot be a ſadder Sight in 
the World, than a poor hard-hearted Communicant, with 
God's Back turned upon him. If, thy Preſence go not 
with me, carry me not up hence... 0 
it is Time for these to work ; I never ſtood more im need 
of thy Preſence than at this Time : It is my Errand to 
meet with thee at thy Table; Lord, ſend me not away 
with a fore Heart: A Communion-day, without Cummuni- 
on with Chriſt, will never ſatisfy my Solf. 
Plead with God, O young Communicant, that this 
may be the Day ol your — with Chriſt, 
even the Day of your EHponſalt, and a Day to be had 
in everlaſting Remembrance. And indeed, if you en- 
ter this Day into the Bond of the Covenant, it will 
be a * memorable Day: God will bleſs the Me- 
mory of this Day, for he will gain a Son; Jeſus 
Chrilt will write this Day in his Kalendar; for he 


vill gain a Brother; The Holy 'Ghoſt will rejoice, 
for he will gain a Temple; Angels and Saints will 


be glad, for they will gain à Fellow-ſervam ; and 


you eſpecially may rejoice with exceeding gen ch, 
for you will gain an eternal Inheritance, © . 
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ter the due Order: The leaſt wrong Look, or wrong 
Touch at this Time, is criminal, and may coſt you. 


ritual, temporal and eternal, hang over the un or- 


Dread: For, if the Woman with the bloody Iſſue 
feared ſo much tp touch the Hem ef Chrift's Garment, 
- Mark v. How much more ought you to fear to touch + 


Nails? If fuch a holy Man as, John the Baptiſt thought 
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1 4 5 . HEN the-Time is come, or near, that = 
 » NY Y- are to go to this holy Table; Conſider, 
that this is the, moſt. ſolemn and auguſt Ordinance un- 


Reverence from you. The Place is holy, the Table 
is holy, the Bread and Cup are holy; and God is. 
terrible from his holy Places. Who is able to ſtand 
betore this holy Lord Gad? Your Danger is, grest, 
if you. make a raſh Approach, and ſeek. him not I- 


your eternal Salvation: It may provoke the. Lord to 
make a fearful and viſible Breach among you, as he 
did upon Uzzall and the Men of Bethſheme/b ; Tor, 
the neaxer to God's Altar you come, the Fire of his 
burns the more vebemently. Labour then 
to go to this Table with holy Fear and Trembling,; 
for, as Communion · love is the ſweeteſt, ſo Communi · 
on- wrath is the ſoreſt: Heavy Judgments, both ſpi- 


thy Communicant's' Head, If you would preyent 
theſe, adventure to this Table with holy Fear and 


the Symbols of his Body and Blood, to put your 
Hand into his Wounds, and feel the Print of the 


himſelf unworthy to bear Chriſt's Shoes, how much 
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mY * 
173 4 * - * i ; . 
s 4 ” * — 

* 


. .. =_— 


TOTES od 0 0 IEP DC ER TP 


TOTO. 4. Aa SP _ __ FYT 


* — 
WO 


- 


te teren N, "te 


more are vile Sinners, like you; unworthy to tonch 


and feed upon his broken Body and. ſhed Blood? 


Let your Souls then be humble as the Duſt when you 


approach, in a deep Senſe of your great Unworthineſs, 
former Guilt, and Breach of former Vows made at this 
Table; for, to ſueh humble Souls God has promiſed 


to look in Mercy, . Ixvi. 24. 
II. When you are going to the Table, labour to 


ſtir up your Souls, and all your Faculties and Aﬀe- 
dions; excite all your Graces and Deſires to attend 


Chriſt, O ſee; that your Souls be lively, and your 
Hearts fixed, when you are about to draw near and 
ſeal a Marriage - covenant with Chriſt. You have great 
Need to look to your Hearts and Frames at this Time: 
A dead Heart, or an ill Frame now, is very unſuit- 
able; it is like the dead Fly in the Box of Ointment, it 
will be fair to ſpoil your Communicating : For God's 
Sake, 0 0Res.. | is * ths 1 
Obj. I. Ch! (fays one) my Heart is in a liſeleſi an 
fuid Frame, even " a * Stand, and thinks neither 
of Good nor Ill: What ſhall I do uitbit?ʒ .._ O__ 
Anſ. r. Diſpatch preſeptly a ſwift Meſſenger to 
Heaven, an earneſt Ejaculation and Prayer, to call 


| for the Help of God's Spirit, as Cant. iv. 16. Intreat 


him to breathe on your dry Bones with a freſh Gale, and. 
_ a Coal from his own Altar to inflame your Affe- 
cons, | 8 Is . 9 2 
2. Call on your Hearts to awake to a lively Frame. 
It is a Miſtake of Chriſtians to think they are only to 
call upon God; you muſt alſo call upon . Loch | 
and rouſe up yourſelves, as P/alm lvii. 8. Awake udp 


- 


my Glory, &c. Stir up yourſelves, and all that is. 
within you, according to P/alm eiii. 1. Speak to your 
Hearts, and expoſtulate with them 2 Say, © 0h my drowſy 
* blackiſh Heart, art thou not aſhamed to think ſo coldly of. _ 
; thyb eeding Saviour? Is his Heart ſo Warm, and thine 
ſo cold? Poth a dead Heart become the Service of a 
living God ? © | — * 
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|  wandving Heart, J cannot get it ſtayed à Moment ub 


194 PDixxer. In- approaching | 
Obj. II. 04! (faith anothet) u Heart is e rout 


one Sabßect, it preſently gets away, and hunts Vanitiey+ 
0 what ſhull'T do-with the Levity and Excurſions of "my 
Heurt? 
An 1s Labour now to-over-awe- your Heart with 
the deep Apprehenſion of God e and All-ſee- 
ing BY e: God noticeth you more now than ever. 
| Chide and cheek your Heart for its vain Excut · 
ions: Say, © Did I come here to think of any Thing 
© but of Chriſt and Heaven? Is this a Place for think 
© ing on worldly Toys? Is this the way to ſhew 
< forth my Saviour's "Death, which is my Buſineſs 
© here? What? cannot I wüten with Chrif one Hour 
© now? How then will I behold and contemplate bim 
q 7 ever? 
br, „III. h“ I am 7 come this Length in Obedirerts 
ing Saviour's Command, yet I fear to po forward, 
* fir 7 ey Rig ht ; I cannot ſay that I 2 
2555 Od, or 22 I buve F aith, and an Intereſt in il, 
or that hit Body was broken for me. 
An. O diſcouraged Soul, though you have not the 
Faith F Affurange, yet ſee if you can get the Faith of ' 
Adherence + Tho' you cannot ſay that ever you took 
Bold of Chriſt or the Covenant before, yet tr rx you 
Enn get a Grip of Chriſt now; you are much nearer 
to him now than at other Times. Make an Endea- 
vour, ſtir up your Souls, and go to Chriſt with all the ; 
Faith you can win at, ſaying with that poor Man, 
Lord, I believe, help thou my Unbelief, If you cannot 
app ly Chriſtto yourſelves, will you apply yourſelves 
to Ichriſt: If you cannot ſay Chriſt is yonr Saviour 
and hiding Place, will you run like a Malefactot to 
him for Refuge, and try if he will now ſhelter you in 
his Wounds, when they are ſo wide opened in the 8a - 
crament. He noticeth any poor Sinner that is engag- 


ing his Heart to approach unto God. 


Again; tho' you cannot ſay that Chriſt is yours, and 
you are in Covenant with him ; yet, are you not uy 
8 


wa, 


ASSISI BNET CPF I +0 


vill not let your Tributaries periſh,” And med 


_ with God, if you go to bim with an importonate 
Faith, and faſten yourſelf upon him. Plead, NN 
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ling to be his, and to, give up yourſelf to him The 


Covenant indeed is mutual, Gant. ii. 16. M. Babor 


is mine, and 1 am his; but, if you cannot claim to one 


part of it, try if you can grip to another. Is it our 
Language, Tho“ I cannot ſay he ig mine, yet Lam re- 
ſolved to be his, and to give up myſelf to him? That 
is well ſaid, poor Soul; 'for you muſt firſt conſent to 


be his, before ye know that he is yours: Nou muſt 


be reſolute in your Covenanting with Chriſt; when 
you are driven from one Horn of the Altar hold 


faſt by another. Flee now to Chriſt, ſaying; Lam, 


1% I cannot ſay thou. art mine ; yet I can fc, | Lord, 


1 am content and reſolved to be thine, . wholly thine, - 


only thine, and everlaſting/y thine. David could nt al- 
ways ſay, Cod is mine; but, when he canhet-fay that, 
he cries, I am thine, Lord, ſav: thou ne, lab exix. 

Here one that belongs to thee, and has-ſyeren- 


94 
dered himſelf to thee ; Lord, ſuffer not one f thineito 
periſh, | ; 5 — 4 N 208 y | 


fear he will not accept of ime, or own me for bis. 

Anſ. Tho' you cannot ſay, I am thine-by God's Ae- 
ceptance ; yet, can you not lay,-* Lord, 1 am dime 
by my own Reſignation, I do devote andi give up m- 


« ſelf wholly unto thee, I will not be the Devil's, the 


World's, or Lult's; I will not be my down, »but-I 
© will be thine; I am thine, ſave thou me? Goto. 
him with that Plea the Campari came to the Romans 
with, after they had refuſed to help them as Neigh- 
bours and Allies againſt the Grecions, ho were di- 
ſtreſſing them ſore, and that becauſe the Romans and the 
(rrecians were in Friendſhip together at the Tin: 
The Canpani went and gave up their whole Country 
in Vallalage to the Kamant, ſaying, © If,you. will ave 
* help ys as our Allies, help us as your Vaſſals and 
subjects, as we are content to be; ve ste ſute you 


vis Argument prevailed with them, and ſo will it 


F 


* 
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196 Dix zer. In approaching 
if thou wilt not love me as à Friend; yet pity me 1s 
thy poor Subject; I reſolve to be thine; and, if 
7 periſh, one muſt periſh" that deſires to be thine, 
Lord, whether thou accept of me or, not, I give up 
*;-myſelf'to thy Uſe and Service.“ Art thou come this 
length, poor Soul? fear not, thou ſhalt not periſh, 
Chriſt is as willing to be thine as thou art to be his: 
Come forward, and take the Seal of the Covenant, and 
make a new Surrender of yourſelf to Chriſt, and it 
may be he will be made &nown to yen in the breaking of 


45 
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Bread. e * 
III. When this holy Feaſt comes to be celebrated, 
fee that your Souls be riphtly employed, and your Gra- 
ces ſuitably exerciſed: ſtudy to have your Meditations 
and Ejaculatious ſuitable to what you ſee or hear. 
When you are coming to this 5% Table, and pet. 

haps may be put to ſtand à little by it, by reaſon of 
the Throng, before you get Acceſs : Think on what 
 Mofes faid to the 1/raelites while ſtanding at the Nei. 
Sea, Exod. xiv. 13. Stand ſtill (faith he) ondſee'the 
Salvation of the Lord, which he will ſpew to you to Diy. 
In like Manner you are ſtanding by the Red- Sea of the 
Blood of Chriſt ; ſtand (till and wonder at the glort- 
ous Salvation he is ſhewing to you this Day, ' 
Or you may think with yourſelf, that you hear Chriſt 
the Captain of your Salvation now crying as did Je- 
hu, 2 Kings ix. 32. Who is on my Side? Who? Well, 
jf you will now appear or declare for Chriſt, then you 
mult throw your Luſts, like Jeſebel, out of the Win- 

do to be dafht in Pieces. n 

When you ſee the Communieants ſet about Chriſt' 

Table, 'you may think on that Word, P/a/.'cxxviii, 

3. where God promiſeth to the reghteous Man, That 
*bis Wife ſhould be at fruitful Vine by the Sides of hit 

| Houſe, and his Children as Olive-plants'round about his 

| Fable, Behold this Promife made out to Chriſt, God's 
righteous Servant; the Church, Chriſt's Spouſe, is 

a fruitful Vine, and hath born him many Children: 
Would to God theſe may be Chriſt's Children by Ad- 
option, as well as they are the Church's by _ 
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don! May it be aid of them, That 1hit and tbr Mi - 


wat born of her O how pleaſant a Sight is it to fee 


- Chriſt's Children ſet as Olive-plants ronnd about his 


Table, and to fee Chriſt himſelf ſetting them there! 


Surely, if he ſet them, he will ſerve them alſo, tbeß 


ſhall not have Ground to go away with any Complaint 
of him : for Chrift is no Niggard to his Children, he. 
is neither hard-hearted nor hard-handed ;.if his Chil- 
dren ſeek Bread, he will not give them a Stone. 

When you are allowed to come forward to the 


Lord's Table, think with yourſelf, that you hear Chrilt 


or his Miniſters ſaying to you, as the Angels did to 
the Women at the Sepulchre, Mat. xxviii. 5, 6, We 
know whom ge oth ye ſeek Jeſus which was crucified ; _ 
come ſee. the Place where the Lord lay ; come fee the 
Promiſe, come ſee the Elements wherein the Lord lieth. 
And, in the mean while, take Care to entertain ve- 
ry high and exalted Thoughts of Chriſt, and very lo. 
and humble Thoughts of yourſelf. Say, or think, 
* Lord, I am not worthy to approach ſo near thee; 
* far leſs that thou ſhouldſt come under my Roof. 1 
* am not worthy to eat the Crumbs that fall from 
my own,. much leſs theſe that fall from thy Table. 
oh, I am unworthy to be allowed to creep as a Dog 
« under the Table, far leſs to fit as one of Chriſt's in- 
« vited Gueſts at the Table: I deſetve not a Room to 
« ſtand . among thy Servants, far leſs to lit down 
« with thy Children. I deſerve not to have daily Bread 
« conferred on me, and ſhall I be allowed to eat of the 
Bread of Life ? I ani unworthy to lift up my Eyes 
« to Heaven, and ſhall I get Manna from Heaven? 
© I am unworthy to eat the Bread of Men, and ſhall 
© I be admitted to eat the Bread of Angels? Shall I 
entertain him whom they adore ; nay, fit down with 
© him at whoſe Feet they fall? Shall J, who am un- 
* worthy to tread thy Ground. be allowed to tread thy 
Courts? Shall I, that am unworthy to breathe in 
« thy Air, have thy Spirit to breathe into my Heart, 
or have Leave to breathe out my Deſires unto thee =o 


_— 
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0 how great is the condeſcending. Goodneſs of gur 
| heavenly Father to his prodigal Children! TOP 
Wonders of Mercy, Miracles of . ; 


| rome Donations for Communicants when ar 1 
Lord's 7 able. e | | 


would hawk you at this Time to 1 that Won 
of Solomon, Prov. xxiii. 1. When thou ſitte m_ 
with 4 Ruler, conſider diligently what is before thee. 9 
Communicant, conſider diligently the Sacramental 
Elements, and what is repreſented and exhibited by 
them. Conſider the Sacrumental Promiſes, and hat 
Bleſſings are contained in them. Conſider the Sgrramen- 
tal Actions, and the gracious Acts which the Sou} ſhoyl 
pat forth with them. It ſhould be a buly Time, and 
well improven ; for tho” it be ſhort, yet you have ma- 
ny Things to do in it, which may e deen 
prehended under theſe two Heads; 
1. Remember the ſuitable Subjects which are ph | 
conſidered and meditated on at the Table. | 
2. Obſerve and exert the ſpecial Graces which are 
to be employed and exerciſed there. 
4s to the firſt of theſe Heads, I ſhall mention ſome 
ſuitable Subjects of your Meditation and Contempla- 
tion at this Time; as, 1. Chriſt's Death and Paſſion, 
2. The Bitterneſs and Variety of his Sufferings. 3. 
Chriſt's Willingneſs to undergo theſe Sufferings for 
us. 4. The bleſſed Effects a Benefits of his Suffer · 
ings. 5. Chriſt's free Love, as the impulſive Cauſe 
of all he did and ſuffered. 6. The Evil of Sin, which 
brought on his Sufferings, 7. God's Holineſs and 
Juſtice manifeſted in them. 8. The Communion- feaſt 
above, repreſented by this lower Table. 

I, Remember and meditate upon the Death and Pg. 
fron of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. David hath a Pſalm, 
which he calls & P/alm of Remembrance, Pal. xxxviii. 
| Here the Son of David bath a n. which 100 
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il Lords Table, © 5 
vel be ealled Sacrament” of Remembrance'; for the 
great Endl of it is to be a Memorial of Chrilt its Au- 
thor and Founder: For he ſaid, when he inſtitutedĩt, 
This de in Remembrance of me; and ve find theſe Wordi 
uſed twice over, both at the delivering of the Bread _ 
and of the Wine, 1 Cor. xi. 24, 25. As if he had ſaid, 
Whatever you mind, ſee that you forget not your ſaf- 
fering Redeemer, Some of Chriſt's Works are narra- 
ted only by one Evangeliſt, as his turning the Water 


| into Wine, and ſome others; ſome of his Works are 


recorded by two Evangeliſts, as the Hiftory of Chriſt's | 
Birth by Matthew and Luke ; ſome” Things are re- 
corded by three of them, as the /nſtitution f the Sa- 
crament of the Supper: But for Chriſt's Death and Paſo. 
it is recorded by them all four. And this is done 
no doubt to teach us, that tho? all Chriſt's Works and 
Actions are ſerioufly to be remembred and thought 
upon, yet none ſo eſpecially as his Death and Suffer 
ings. And, when ſhould this be thought” upon, if - 
not at the Sacrament, whoſe Inſtitution was purpoſe- 


ly for the Remembrance. thereof? O Communicant, 


will you not think of this Subject when you have 
Chriſt crucified evidently fet forth before your Eyes, 


in the Bread broken and the Wine poured out? Oh, 


was his bleſſed Body broken with Torments, and his 
precious Blood ſhed for the Remiſſion of my Sins; 
and, will I not think upon him? Dear Saviour, thou 
biddeſt me remember thee; Oh how ſnould I ever for- 
get thee ' at any Time, and far lefs now when I fir at 
thy Table! VI forget thee, O Redeemer, ſet my right 
Hand forget 'its Cunning, let ny Tongue claave to the 
Roof of my Mouth. O that I could even go out of my- 
ſelf to remember thee, and never think on thee with- 
ont an Ecſtafy of Wonder! Raf 3 Ages 

II. Think upon the Bitterneſs vf Chriſt's Paſſion, 
and the Variety of his Sufferings, and revolve in thy 
Thoughts the ſeveral Steps and Degrees thereof. And 
particularly, take a View of your Redeemer's Agony 


for you in the Garden of Geth/emane ; walk into that 


Garden, 


Senden, and behold him falling to the Ground unde 


the Weight of your Sins, wre ing as in an Agony, 
and ſweating great Drops of Blood, and theſe burſt. 
ing, thro? all, his Garments. O ſee how he lay, and 
how he bedewed and-ſtained the Flowers of the Gar- 
den round about him with his Blood. Never any in 
the World was known to ſweat in ſuch a Manner be- 
fore, and never any ſince. that Time. In a natural 
Way of ſpeaking, the Coldneſs of the Night, his Jy- 
ing on the cold Ground, and the exceeding Greatneſs 
of Chriſt's Fear at that Time, ſhould have drawn all 
his Blood inward from the outward Parts of his Bo- 
dy. Oh dut this Sweat was preternatural ! he ſweats 
without Fire, and bleeds without a Wound. There 
was no Heat, no Fire without him that made him 
ſweat at this Time; no, the Fire was within him, 
even the Fire of God's Wrath kindled in his Soul; 
this made the Blood about his Heart to boil and burſt 
through his Veins, Fleſh, Skin, Clothes, and all to- 
gether. There was no Wound outward as yet given 
him, no Sword, no Spear, no Weapon as yet had 
touched him, and-yet he bleeds: Oh, the Wound 
was inward in his Soul; deep and fearful was that 
Gaſh which the Sword of Juſtice made at this Time 
in his Soul, The Breach was wide as the Sea, and 
accordingly a whole Sea of Wrath brake in with Vio- 
lence upon his Soul. „He falls firſt upon bis Knee 
and then upon the Ground; he lies under the Preſ- 
ſure till he is overwhelmed with his Father's Wrath 
and his own Blood. Deep called unto Deep, till all 
theſe dreadful Waves and Billows paſſed over him. 
He cried to his Father, he complained to his Diſciples, 
he ſought their Sympathy and Prayers; but no Re- 
lief had he from that Airth; he muſt tread the Wine: 
preſs alone. NO "I"; © 
Next, O Communicants, follow your Redeemer 
after he was apprebended, by your Meditations; and 
trace his Steps through the Streets of Jeruſalem :. 
Think what he underwent when he was hurried from 
1 one 
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one'Tributma[-26 another! G0 into the, 3 | 
Palace, and to Pilates Judgment-half, 1 obſerve 
what unparalleted Affronts 218 Thdigriities he ſuffered! 
there, and none to take his Part; 
ed, deſpiſed and abandoned by all Nen, u if be had 


been the worſt of Men, and unworthy to breathe in 


the World. He dus put in Competition with a vile 
Murderer for his Life, and yet the Murderer is 
ferred before him. Vea, his own: choſen DiſcitNes, 


who had been Eye-witneſſes of his Miracles, and Ear- 


witneſſes. of his Oracles, they turn their Backs on 
him with the reſt; one of them betrays him, another 


denies him, and alt the reſt forſake him. 1 


unworthy Men buffer him, blindfold him, and 
that beautiful Face which Angels behold with 5 
der. Behold how he was ſcourged, dragged up 
down, affronted and mocked a whole Night on Rr 
Account, as if he had been the Deriſion of wicked 
Men and Devils. Now the Devil thought, if Chriſt 


uns to be the Elecbs Surety, and was to pluck them 


out of his Claws, he ſhould pay well for them ere he 
got them; and therefore many a Wound and Buffet 
got he: But content is our Redeemer to take all, to 
get his Elect free and ſaſG. | 
In the next Place, Behold how the. heavy Tree of 
the Croſs was laid and faſtned on the ſore and bleed- 
ing Shoulders of out Saviour, and he obliged to 
it to the Place of Execution. Pollow him in 
Thoughts, and ſee him wreſtling under the weight, 
wheu going up Mount Calvary : He carries it, till hore 
can carry it no further; he is fperit and foun 
der the 'Load, yet defires no Relief. Aſcend Wade 
Calvary, and there- ſee the Croſs laid down upon the 
Ground, and Chriſt our bleſſed Vidim laid down 
on the Croſs, which was a Rack as well as a Death; 2 
ſee how he is racked and nailed to it by the ble 
Execufioners. And then behold the curſed Tree lift 
ed up with the Lord of Glory faſtned to it, and fixed 
on the Top een N as a Sacrihee"to 4 
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2 Dinger. h 4e hebeve 
ſor an Elect World. Behold him zgnked among May 


lefactors, and hanging betwixt two Thieves. Behald 


Ae and Feet pierced and rent with Nails, his 
glorigus Head coyered with a Crown of Thorns, and 
is tender Side run through with a Spear: See hom 
= Thorns pierce his holy Head; ſee, how his/preci- 
aus Blood. trickles down from his many/Wounds; fee 


how his Royal Viſage turns pale; ſee how his Heal 
bows, ang lies a- dying on his bleeding Breaſt. Is not 


his an affecting Sight? bd dy 
Again, Conſider. the prodigious outward Darkneſs, 


| AS Hours together, to ſhew the horrible in- 


Darkneſs. that was an his Soul while the Wrath 

God acted againſt him, as being the Sacrifice forthe 
World's Sins. We read, that while Aram was offers 
ing. his Sacrifice, Cen. XV, 12, the Sun was going 
down, and an Horror of great Darkneſs felt upon him. 


So fared it with Chriſt, while he offered himſelf a 8a · 


criſieę for us. Now the Lord revealed his Wrath from 
Heaven, againſt the Unrighteouſneſs of the World, 
which was at this Time laid on Chriſt, Our Redeem- 
er lay under this Darkneſs, to ſhew that we ſhould 


have ſuffered the Horror of Darkneſs for ever, even 


that. Blacincſt , Darkneſi which, the Apoſtle Jude 
ſpeaks of. But, Glory to God, the Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs, cauſed by God's Wrath for-Sin, was now 
laid. on our:Surety, Strange l God cauſeth his Sun to 
ſhine; upon the juſt and Unjuſt, but on our Redeemer 


now it muſt not ſhine, as if of all unjuſt Ones in the 


World he were the moſt unjuſt, having the whole 
Unjuſtice of the Elect laid to his Charge. Oh, ſpot- 
leſs Lamb of God] Innocent Redeemer of Mankind) | 


Molt pure and juſt One; that never offended agaiuſi 


the Law! And, muſt thou be dealt with as the moſt 
unjuſt Perſon that ever breathed in the World, be- 
cauſe of the Unjuſtice of others? Now all the Powers 
of Earth and Hell were let looſe againſt our Redgents 


Er z. all theſe Lions, Bulls, Dogs and as 


% 
— 


| 1 i ** be — . | 5 
— "203 
ft upon him to tear him. And, was it pot enough 
that Earth aud Hell were againſt hit; but, muſt Hea- 
ven ſet itfelf a int him too, and declare its Indig- 


nation by that viſible Sign of the horrible continued * | 


Darkneſs! Oh, this was heavier and ſhaätper to our 
Redecmer than all the teſt of his Sufferiugs: Unger 
the reſt he Was lent,” but now he 17 9 99859 his. 
peace; and therefore ſends forth that formidable loud 
Cry, My God, my God, why haſt thou er, ne, Du- 
ring the Continuante of theſe thr dark” Hours was 
Chriſt drinking the bitter Cup; and now he comes 
to the Bottom and bittereſt Dregs of it. Now were 
the envenomed Arrows of the Almighty pon him 
in the moſt ſenſible Part; and therefore he mult cry. 
0 how juſtly then might he have cried out with 796, 
and on better Ground too than he, 70% xix. 21. Have 
Pity upon me, have Pity upon me, o ye my Friends ; for 
the Hand of Cod hath touched me ! How truly might 


the Husband now have taken up the Spouſe's Lamen- 


tation, Lam. i. 12. 1s it nothing to you, all ye that paſs 
by? 'Behold and fee if there" l. any Sorrow like unto 
my Sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord 
hath afflifted' me in the Day of his fierce Anger! * Do 
but imagine what exceſſive Pain and exquiſite Torment 
he underwent both in Soul and Body, when he made 
this fearful Outcry : And canſt thou, O Commbni- 
cant, ſee ſuch a Tragedy acted on thy bleeding Je- 


ſus with dry Eyes? This Sacrament is, as, it were, 


a viſible Sermon on our Saviour's Paſſion; in it we 
behold the whole Tragedy that was acted on the Croſs: 
Here we view the whole Circumſtances of the 7ews 
and Romans their barbarous Malice againſt the inno- 
cent Son of God, And we ſhould endeavour to be 
as much affected therewith, as if we had ſeen the 
ſame acted with our bodily Eyes. 
Moreover, Think now upon Chriſt's Cry upon the 
Croſs,” when he ſald, 7thirft, I thirſt, No Wonder 


he cried ſo, when there was ſuch a. Furnace of 


Wrath Kkindled-in his Soul, a Fire that dried up his 
Abs Strength 
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Strength and Moiſture like a;Pathherg, and made hi : 


ſtrange Compfaint 

I thirſt ; The Creator is dbirſting, 8nd therg ig 0 
Creature to give Refreſhment., Strahge! Mightjmgt 
one have cried, O where were all the Wells ie, Ze 


5 vers and akes in the World? Where all the Vine 
of that. ſrpiifpl Land, when. my. — and 1 
could not get. a Drink? Fy upon you all, that 
glorions King Jeſus be 4 up Ye 

© Thirſt,” 05 but they might have anſwered, £ 
< dare not own. nor relieye him at this, Time; G 
7 hath laid an Arreſt on us, and we dare not oe 
c 5t-to ſerve our Maſter,” How ſtrange to heat the 
Fountains and Vines ſay, We will give Plate. and 
| the Enemies of Chriſt. Drink ; but 
we will give Chriſt himſelf none, tho .be die for 
Thirſt! ny there is no Liquor for precious Chriſt 
in all the Earth, but bitter Gall and Vinegar to in- 
creaſe his Thirſt and Torment: Not a Cup of, cold 
Water for the Lord of Glory, not a Drop. to cod 


his ſcorched Tongue; but he muſt die crying out, 


FT thirſt. But O if my Saviour had not thirſted oa 
the Croſs, I had thirſted with  Dipes in Hell; nay; 
all the Elect had lien there in that Lake of Fire, ot 
cried for ever, I thirſt, I thirſt. 

And further, Conſider the Extept and Univerſal 
of his Sufferings. He ſuffered in both Natures... His 
Godhead indeed could not ſuffer Grief, but it, ſuffer- 
ed an Eclipſe, and lay under a Vail for Thirty three 
Years, except one Hour it broke out and ſhone,on 
Mount Tabor. He ſuffered in all his Offices ; for they 
mocked and, ridiculed him as a Prophet, deſpiſed — 
flighted him as a Prieſt, abuſed and inſulted him 38 3 
King, putting a mock Sceptre in his Hand, and aray* 
ing him with an old Purple Robe, mock Habiliments 
of his Majeſty. He ſuffered in all the Powers and Ha- 
culties of his Soul, and in all the Sen/es and Memr 
ders of his Body ; ; his Head, Heart, Hands, | 15 
Sides 
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Sides and Feet were all mangled and pierted, and uns 
Part of him free but his Tongue to pray ſor u H 
nemies. Herſuffered in bis outward Goods; for what 


| he had of this Kind were his Garments, and theſe 


were taken [from him. Moreover, be was, wonnded 
in his Name and Reputation; - for: he ſuffered as a 
Blaſpbeme, againſt God, as a Traitor againſt/the Ro = 
man Emperor, and as an Enemy to Maſess Lamp tho? 

he was entirely innocent as to all tha three. Hedufe 


fered from all Hands ; from Heaven, ſram Eatthy - A 
Prieſts from the Romans, fram- the Jeut, ſrum the 


Soldiers ;1 from the Clergy, from the Lauper from 
Rulers, ſtom Commons: from Friends, from Foes 3 from 
Diſciples, fram Strangers; all were: againſt him : But, 
which was Worſt of all, Cod was 'againit him toog 
for, he being ſubſtitute in the Rom of Sinners, G 
ated as an inexarable Judge towards him; he ſmote 
him with the Sword of: Juſtice, frowned on him ina 
terrible Manner, and withdrew from him all the ſen- 
ſible Feeling of his Loving -kindueſs, and reſtrained 
the Influence of theſe Beams which might any Way 
refreſh his troubled Soul in ibe Hqur of his greateſt 
Need. So that there was never any Sorrow like our 
Redeemer's Sorrow. | 7 . 


5 170-450 4 2 Bank; 

Hence ãt was, that he ofered-up;his Sup tons with 
luch ſtrong. Crying and Tears, Heb. v. 7, Hearken, © 
Communicarit;:how Chriſt wept and ſobbed in the 
Garden, and how loud he cried on the Croſs, Father; 
Father ; Mercy, Mercy; My: Ged, my Gad. But, 
what a Fray think you was there in Heaven at this 
Time? Why? the Son of God weeping !' the Crea: 
tor of the Earth crying and ſobbing on the-Karth 1 
Never was there ſuch a Commotion in Heaven or 
Earth, either before, or ever ſhall be aſter. What 


a Stir was there among the Angels when their Lord . 8 


was weeping, crying and ſobbing? How amazed were 
they, and intent upon the Iſſue! Strange] might 
they ſay, he that takes up the Iſles as @ lite Ting, 


crying 
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it was a great Fear and A mazement. Never was 4 


—_ they foreſee it not; if they did ſee that Pit o- 
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erying {6 bideotſly at this Time?” Wen bear 
up Heaven and Earth with a Finger, weeping! Whit 
van be the Matter ? surely there was more than the | 
Tree on Chriſt's Back, more than the Tyuen, in bis 
Temples, or the Nun in his Hands and Feet. Ok, 
there were the Curſes of God's Law on the Tree that 

Chriſt bore, which were heavier than Ten thouſand 


it-with the Thernt and the If on Nails, "and entred in- 
to his very So. „ en Be er een 
Christ's Mart tid Sufferere have rejoiced in their 
Sufferings, and fung Praiſes under their Tortutes; 
and yet Chriſt, Who is the Author-oftheir: Strength 
and: — doth himſelf eomplaim and weep ! Oh 
but all the Martyrs: Sufferings were nothing but Flea- 


. birings" to Chriſt's ! They * God's Preſence with 


them in their Trials; but Chriſt had God angry and 
withdrawn from him: Nay, the Lord did run upon 
him as u Giant; and make him the Butt of his en- 
venomed Arrows. Hence it was, that our Lord, it 
the Sight of this Wrath, began to fear and be ſore 
enazed; Mark xiv. 33. The Word in the original 
Language is ix0ajCcio0a, i e. % be aftonifhed with 
Terror, To ſee Millions of Men deſpairing, is not ſo 
much as to ſee Chriſt beginning to fear. And O R 
was not a ſmall Fear As. was on our-Redevnter j no 


Man ſo aſraid of the Torments of Hell, as Chriſt 
(ſtanding in our Room) was of his Father's Wrath; 


becauſe never Man knew the Power of that Wrath 


ſo well as he. O what Anguiſh was there at Chriſt's 


Heart, that made it to bleed without any outward Vio- 


lence, and that Blood to burſt thro” both Fleſh, Skin 
and Garments at once ® The perfect Know edge which 
Chriſt had of Things aggravated his Sufferings: He 
did not ſhut his Eyes when he drank that Cup; noj 


he perfectly ſaw how dreggiſh and bitter it was, and 


yer he ventured on it. Many Men fear not Hell, be- 


pe” 


fair Corpſe of glorious Jeſus rolled in Linen, 
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pen for them baſote they came at it; it mi 
cauſe them tremble at their ding, and many wickeck 
Men might run mad at the Horror of it: But Chriſt 
clearly foreſaw all be met with, which was far greater 
and worſe, than the Torments of any | damned: Soul g 
and this made him to be amazed wih Nenr. nt 24 

Finally, Conſider bow our Redeemer at laſt howed 
his Head, and gave up the Ghoſt. Strange Sight . 
to ſee the Lard ꝙ Liſe Death's ta en Priſoner l to ſee: | 


the Ayr Head of Jeſus falling down upon hie 


Breaſt! to ſee the Lord of Life wanting Liſe! td fee - 
theſe £y09,, that were oft lift up to Heaven in Prayer, 
now: waxed dim ond fixed that they canndt move i to 
ſee that Maut l, that ſpake as never Man ſpake, nom 
ſilent and nqt able to ſpeak a Word! An affecting 
Sight! the World never ſaw the like ! To ſee the 
laid 
in a ſilent Grave] to ſee him lying there dead, thut 
raiſed Lazarus from the Grave! to ſee him wanting 
Life, that gave Life ta Men and Angels; and all for 
thy Sake, O believing Communican t! 
And then, how moving were the Circumſtances of 
his Paſſion! Remember how ſhamefully the Lord of 
Glory was put to Death, how he was and hung 
naked before all Iſrael, and before the Sun. And, 
where was it? Even at Feruſalam, which he had ho- 
noured with his Preſence, taught wich his Preachings, 
aſtoniſhed with his Miracles, and bewailed with his 
Tears. 0. Feru/alem, Fery/alem, (ſaid he). how oft 
would I have gathered yau, but you would not! O if thou 
hadſt known in this thy Day! &c.— What Place in e- 
roſalem was it? Without: the Gates,' in Calvary, among 
the ſtinking Bones of vile Malefactors. _—-— When 
was it? At the: Paſſover, a Time of great Concourſe 
of all the Fews and Proſelytes; a Time when they 
ſhould receive the Figure, they reje& the Subſtance; 
when they ſhould kill and eat the Sacramental Lamb 
in Faith and Thankfulneſs, they kill the immaculate 
Lamb of God our true Paſſover in Cruelty and Con- 
| tempt. 


1086 DISC i behave 
= - tempt —— With whom? Even in Midſt ef N 
 * Thieves, as if he had been the Capthin of Thiedes, 
How great was the Diſgrace and Contempt that was 
ö red on the glorious. Redeemer of H, 'Belotdþ | 
de that thought it no Robbery to be equal with Gd 
is himſelf made equal with Robbers and Maletactors d: 
Jeremy laments it in Hrael's Caſe, as a Piece of the moſt 
| achſul Treatment, that Princes 'were hanged up 
 by-their Hands, Lam. v. 12. Oh, thus was the Prince 
of the Kings of the Earth treated for our Sakes ; und, 
ſhall we not be deeply affected with itſh;h)d!̃ 
III. Another ſuitable Subject of Meditation at the 
Lord's Table is the Willingneſs of our Redremer 0 
undergo all theſe. Sufferings for us. He was nowiſe 
importuned or compelled, but moſt freely undertoboł 
to pay the Elect's Debt, Pal. xl. 3, 8. Then ſhi 
L, 1 rome, 1 delight to do thy Will. ' As if he had ſaid; 
Father, I ſee 'no:other' is able to pay the Deht of 
«- theſe poor Bankrupts. The Levitical Prieſts, for: 
© all the Beaſts they have killed, and ali the Sacrifices 
they have offered theſe many Hundreds of Years, 
they have not been able to pay ſo much as one Far- 
thing of the Elect's Debt to this Day; it is all en- 
c tirely owing ſtill. Sacrifice and Offerings thou unuluſt 
6 20t; 1 ſee theſe will not do; but I know what will: 
©. Then ſaid he, Lo, I come; I'll be Surety, and Ewilt 
do the Work effeQually ; but I muſt leave the Glo- 
.< ry of Heaven for a Time. Then farewel, Father, 
for Thirty three Years ; farewel, all my Angels, 
© and all my Saints, till I come back again; I muſt 
© go and relieve theſe periſhing Souls, and I will do 
it to Purpoſe.” The Lord faith to us by that wiſe 
Man Solomon, Be nit Surety for any Man: But faith 
Chriſt, Tho' I give that Advice to others, yet I will 
not take it to myſelf ; I will be Surety for many Men, 
yea, for Strangers, tho' my very Garments ſhould-be! 
taken away for it: My Heart bleeds for them; I cas · 
not ſee them thrown into an eternal Priſon, when 1 
am able to pay their Debt; I will go and pay it for 
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mem. Well, "when the Time cams to pay the Debt, 

did he begin to rue the Bargain, when he found the 
Debt great, and the Payment heavy? Did be ſhun his 
Creditor, as many Men do? No; he is as willing to 
pay the Elect's Debt, as God td exact it. With De- 


- ſire (ſays he) have I defired fo eat this Paſſover ; becauſe 


now the Term of Payment which I long looked for is 
come. One might have thought, For as frank as he 
is in undertaking, yet ſtay till he one taſte the bitter 
Cup he is to drink, he will perhaps change His Mind, 
4 zin to ſurink from it. No, no; the Taſte he 
had got of the Cup's Brim, made him thirſt the more 

earneſtly for the ve —_ of it, that he might get 

his poor Elect put altogether beyond the Danger of 
it, Late xii. 50. I have a Baptiſm to be baptized with, 
and hou am I. ſtraitnad till it be accompliſhed ? It is a 
tertible black Cloud thathangs over my People's Heads; 
I long for its breaking upon me their Surety, that I may 
get them ſafe, and out of all Hazard. And when Pe- 
ter drew a Sword to defend his Maſter, and prevent 
his Suffering; Held thy Hand, 2 to Peter) 
10 Swords; the Cup that my Father hath given me, 
c ſhall I not drink it? It is a bitter Cup indeed, I find 
© it from the large Draught I have taken of it juſt now 
in the Garden; but tho“ it be bitter, yet it is juſt: 
© I have undertaken it as the Elect's Surety: And, 
Peter, will you hinder a Man to pay his Debt? 
* What then wpuld become of all my Ele&'s Souls, 
© and of your Soul among the reſt ? If this Cup be 
Death to me, it would be eternal Damnation to 
you. I have Legions of Angels ready to reſcue 
me, if I needed them; they are all looking on, and 
waiting my Orders: But keep your Poſts, ye An- 
gels; come none of you to my Aſliſtance : Let no 
© Man draw a Sword, let none of my Diſciples offer 
* to interpoſe ; for I am teſolved to pay Debt, I will 
* lay down my Life for my Sheep. Let Jonah then 
be caſt into the Sea, and ye ſhall be all ſafe.” Oh, 
what a willing Sacrifice was our Redeemer! He is 
De: | content 
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content to ſwim in a Sea of Wrath. for us the Spage 
of Thirty three Years, and never deſires Delivergnts 


till the Sea is 33 calm, and his Elect out of Hy- 
zard of being ſwallowed bp. 
P Conſider how he quickned the Traitor Fudas, and 


bade him make Diſpatch when he was going about 


his bloody Work. He ſung a Hymn when de was 

going to the Garden to be apprehended. He cas 
dDimſelf in the Perſecutors Way; goes forth to meet 
them, and boldly preſents himſelf to them: And, az 


if they were too ſlow in apprehending him, 'be/quie- 
kens them to it, by telling them twice over, He was | 
the Man they ſought. And then remember how wil. 


| ling he was to let Malefactors Bands be laid on his 


innocent Hands ; Hands that never did evil, Hands 
that never ſtole any Thing, that never ſhed Blood; © 
nay, Hands that healed Diſeaſes, cured the Lame, 
fed the Hungry, and looſed our Fetters. But, what 
Need was there for binding fo willing a Priſoner ?: He 
was to make no Struggle, no Reſiſtance, but was like 
a Lamb led to the Slaughter without apening his 
Mouth. O but he is willing to'be bound for our 
Sakes! Father, ſays he, bind me, and looſe them; 
let me be the Ram caught in the Thickets, ſlay me, 
and ſave them. All their Ills, all their Debts, all 
their Deſerts be upon me; as Paul ſaid to Philemon 
concerning Oneſimus, Philem. 18. 1f they have wronged 


it on me, take Payment and Satisfaction from me. 

Again, when he was before the High Prieſt accuſed; 
and Witneſſes led againſt him, he would not ſay a 
Word in his own Defence; tho' they could prove 
nothing, yet he deſired not to be releaſed; Tho 
he was entirely innocent of Crime or Fault beſore the 
World, yet he knew he was guilty by Imputation and 
voluntary Subſtitution, and therefore he holds his 
Peace, Seeing he was liable before God as a Surety, 
he would not hinder the Payment, but willingly fub- 
mits to the hardeſt Conditions for our Relief. Tho 


wicked Pilate was convinced of his Innocence, and 


ſought 
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at the Lords Table. 
fought to ſave his Life, yet he ſought it not himſelf: 
Hence we read how Pilate ſcourged Chriſt very ſore 
with ſharp platted Cords, and then brought him forth 
to the People, to ſee if their Hearts would relent when 
ſaw him all bleeding, faying, Behold the Man, 
Surely (thinks Pilate) when they ſee his furrowed 
Back and bloody Shoulders, they will be ready to 
ſay, Poor Man, thou art ill enough handied already for 
any Il ti haſt dane. But oh, he knew no better; 


juſtice was not ſatisfied, and theſe Hell- hounds were 


not ſatisfied, they muſt have his Life, his Heart's 
Blood or nothing. And your loving Saviour, O Be- 
liever, ſays Amen to it, you ſhall have it, I will die, 
I will be a Sacrifice for Sin, I will fatisfy my Father's 
Juſtice to the uttermoſt, I will have my beloved Bride 
out of Danger; I will not leave one Farthing of the 
Debt for my People to pay. 

Next, Obſerve how willingly he took on the heavy 
Croſs upon his bleeding Shoulders to carry it to the 
Place of Execution, tho“ his Strength was very much 
ſpent already with Watching, Wreſtling, Buffeting, 
Seourging, and Loſs of Blood. O what a Sight do 
you think was our Lord Jeſus going forth out of the 
Gates of Feruſalem with his heavy Croſs and your 
Sins on his Back, and like to fall under the Burden as - 
he went! How weak was he in Body, and weary in 
Soul, ere he wan to the Top of Mount Calvary ? And, 
what ſaw he before him as he was climbing that Mount? 
Nothing but a curſed Death, and a black Cloud of 
God's Wrath. Yea, he had a Load of Wrath already _ 
on his Back, that was far Heavier than the Croſs he 
was bearing: Oh, it was no Wonder he ſtaggered, - 
foundered, or fell under his Burden ; ſo that Simon 
the Cyrenian was compelled by his Enemies to ca 
the light End of the Tree behind him, leſt he had died 
before he came to the Top of the Mount. But our 
loving Jeſus, tho' he was ſpent and weary in his Bo- 
dy, yet forward and willing was he in his Mind to go 
and be made a Sacrifice for us : And therefore up the 
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Mount will he go, tho? he ſees Juſtice; Devils and 
wicked Men at the Top of it, waiting to faſten on 
him when he comes; but, ſeeing. there was no othet 
Way to deliver his loſt Sheep, he will go and meet 
them. Well, O Communicant, | obſerve. and take 
Notice of your Savionr's' Steps as he went up the 
Mount, with the Burden you laid upon his Back; 
follow him all the Way with the Eye of Faith: Tho? 
it was curſedly heavy, yet, how patiently: doth de 
bear it! He complains not, he opens not bis Mouth” 
He will not bid you or any of the Ble& lend hima 
Lift; for he knows you are not able to bear the leaſt 
. Grain-weight of his Burden, it would break your 
Backs, and cruſh you to Hell for ever: He will bear 
it all alone; only he will have you to notice him 
with the Eye of Faith; and to remember him wih 
Love and Gratitude. „ x 414 54 ht 
IV. Let the bleſſed Effetts and Benefits of Christe 
Sufferings be the Subject of your Thoughts at this 
Time. Hereby Juſtice is ſatisfied, and Believers ate 
redeemed; the Fire of Divine Anger is quenched, the 
Mouth of Hell ſtopt, the Ocean of Wrath dried up, 
the raging Sea quell'd, the roaring Lion vanquiſhed; 
the old Serpent is unſting'd, and his venomous Head 
bruiſed; the Law is difarmed of its Thunders and 
Curſes, and its loud Clamours againſt us ſilenced; 
our Debts are paid, and a Diſcharge obtained; an 
angry God becomes a reconciled Father, and both 
Grace and Glory are purchaſed. Hereby our-putri- 
ſying Sores are cleanſed, our deadly Plagues cured, 
God's beautiful Image reſtored, Slaves of Satan be: 
come Sons of God, Heirs of Hell become Heirs-of 
Heaven, Rebels againſt Heaven become Fayourites of 
God, and Traitors get Acceſs to his Throne, Here- 
by the Gates of Paradiſe are opened, the flaming 
Sword removed, glorious Manſions prepared, and 
+ the Crown of Life purchaſed for Believers, - It was 
not for nought that our Redeemer-groaned and wept, 
ſwate and ſtruggled, bled and died, Theſe great De- 
liverances 
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liverances. and Merches were deadly hard to bring 


forth. They put our Redeemer to ery out, to the 


Amazement of Angels, and Horror of Men, My God; - 

my God, why » haſt thou forſaken me ? But, now it is fi- 

niſhed, his:Agony is over, the Deliverance is wrought, 
and Redemption -purchaſed ; | Juſtice now faith, /t i 
enough, I am fully ſatisfied with the Surety's. Phyment, 
1 demand no more ; the Sacrifice js of a ſweet - ſmelling 
Savour to me, and it perfumes all the Elect's Perſons 


and Performances. Nay, ſo efficacious and accept- 
able were theſe Sufferings, that the Virtue of them 


reaches back to the Beginning of the World; and 
extends forward to the End of it. God was ſo well 
pleaſed with them, that he accepted of them as a Ran- 


ſom for Ele& Souls Four thouſand Years before he 


endured them. The Surety's Payment was ſo accept- 


able, that he took many Thouſands to Heaven be- 


fore the Debt was paid, upon Chriſt's Parole that he 
ſhall pay; for all the Saints under the Old Teſtament 
went to Heaven this Way. This is my beloved Son, in 
whom 1 am well pleaſed ; this God declared from 
Heaven again and again, 'q. d. Many a Time have 
the Ele& grieved me; many a Provocation have 


* their Sins given me, yea, have their Duties given 


* me: But I am well pleaſed; with my Son, their 
* Surety hath ſatisfied me for them all.“ e 
V. You ought to meditate on the impulſiue Cauſe 
of Chriſt's Sufferings on his Part. His free Love was 
the only Motive; it was this that cauſed him to take 
upon him the heavy Burden of our Sins, that, would _ 
have ſunk us into the bottomleſs Pit. As often as 
we come to the Lord's Table to partake of theſe E- 
lements, we ſhould do it in Remembrance of Chriſt's 
unſpeakable and incomprehenſible Love tous: We 


| ſhould never perform this holy Duty without Admi- 


ration and Aſtoniſhment at the Thoughts of our Sa- 
viour's infinite Love and undeſerved Compaſhon to- 
wards us, in that he Jaid down his Life to ſave ours 


who had rebelled againſt him. Our Redecmer well 
| knoweth 
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 knoweth the evil Nature and Diſpoſition of Man, that 


he is apt to forget his belt Friends, and to turn un- 
thankful for the greateſt Benefits ever he received; 
and therefore hè conſults our eternal Good, by in- 
joining us to ſolemnize this Ordinance in Remem- 
brance of that immenſe Love he expreſſed towards us 
in his Death and Sufferings. Beſide what I have for- 


merly ſaid of your meditating of, and admiring” the 


Love of Chriſt before your coming to his Table; 1 
do exhort you, now you are at the Table, to fall a 
wondring at it afreſh, for this is moſt proper Work for 
you at ſuch a Time. 8 24H 
O the Love of Chriſt that paſſeth Knowledge ! Where 


. * ſhall I begin my Thoughts on this Subject? and, 


< when begun, bow ſhall I make an End? Thy Love, 
Lord, is ancient; thou Jovedſt us firſt, and that 
* when there was no Eye to pity, Thou took ſt not on 
* thee the Nature of Angels, but the Seed of Abraham; 

* they are bound with Chains of Darkneſs, whilſt | 
* thou art drawing us with Cords of Love. Yea, thou 
jovedſt us when Enemies. To have ſpared our Lives 
had been unexpected, undeſerved Mercy; for, who 


, © finds his Enemy, and. lets him go well away? But, Lord, 


thou haſt found me in my Enmity, and haſt pitied 


| © me; yea, when my Hand was lifted up againſt thee, 


* thine Arms have been open to embrace me. Nay, + 


REA thou haſt opened thy very Heart to lodge thy pro- 


* felled Enemies who have trode thee under Foot. 
© Thy Bowels yerned towards them who raked, in 
them with their bloody Hands. Thy Heart burp- 
ed with Affection towards them that cruelly pierced. 
it. Herein Chriſt hath commended his Love do us, that 
while we were Sinners, Chriſt died for us. O alto- 
niſhing Love! that the General ſhould die for the 
Soldier, the Phyſician for the Patient, the Maſter for 
the Servant, the. Shepherd for the Sheep, the Inno- 


XR 6 


cent for the Guilty, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, the Prince 
* for the Rebel, the Lord of Glory for the Children of 


* Diſobedience! He that was without all Sin, for * 
; F« that 


41 the Lord Table. arg 
« that was without all Righteouſneſs, yea, theCreg- 
gor for the Creature, Cad for Man," the righteous 
« Fadge fot the condemned Malefd&or ! O Love with 
« out a Parallel! For the Judge to put himſelf in 
the Malefactor's Cloathes and Room, and ſuffer 
« Death for him! For the bleſſed Son of God to in- 
« terpoſe his own innocent Breaſt to receive theſe 
© mortal-Wounds due to us! Behold God all-ſuffici- 
© ent expoſed to Hunger and Thirſt, Grief and 
« Wearinefs, Reproach and Indignities of all Sorts ! 
| © Behold the World's Saviour wounded, mangled and 
killed by tingrateful Man whom he came to fave! 
Glorious Saviour, what Love was this, that thou 
© ſhouldit become « Mon of Sorrows, and acquaint with 
© Grief; that from the Womb to the Tomb, from 
© the Cradle to the Croſs, thy whole Life ſhould be a 
continued Martyrdom ! That thou ſhouldſt be con- 
© tent to be born among Beaſts, live among Murder- 
ers, and die among Thieves; and all to obtain a 
place among the Bleſſed for us! O the unfathom- 

able Love of Jeſus! His Name is Love, his Na- 
© ture is Love, his Words were Love, and his Acti- 

' ons were Love. He preached Love, he practiſed 
© Love, helived in Love, he was fick of Love, nay, 
he died for Love. The Apoſtle might well call it, 
a known unknown Love, Epb. iii. 19. we may feel it, 
but O we cannot fathom it. Jacob ſhewed great Eove 
to Rachel, in his enduring the Heat by Day and the 
Froſts by Night for her: But our lovely Bridegroom 
ſhewed far greater Love to his Spouſe, in undergoing 
the curſed, painful and ſhameful Death of the Croſs 
for her, It is reported of the Pelican, that, when her 
young ones are ſtung with ſome poiſonous Serpent, 
| he beatCher Breaſt with her Beck, till the warm Blood 
guſheth out, which they fuck. and recover: We were 
all ſtung mortally by the old Serpent the Devil ; but 
behold the Loye of our heavenly Pelican, he lets our 
his Heart's Blood to recover us. 


O Communicant, 


. 


- 


* 
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0 Communicant, remember this Love, ſeeing he 
requires it at this Time, Do this in Remembrance of | 

me. O remember Chriſt, for he did not forget yo: 
He minded you at his laſt Supper, he made his 5 
ment, and put you in it, and left every Belicver a pood 
Eegacy. At his Death he minded you more than he 
minded himſelf. In his aft Prayer he put up many a 
Petition for you, but few for himſelf. In the Gard, 
on the Ces, and in the Grave, his poor loſt Sheep 
were ſtill in his Mind. He minded you both Day and 
Night; many a Night's Sleep took Chriſt's Sheep 
from him, thinking on them, and pleading for them. 
O that was a remarkable Night's Sleep that Chxiſt 
wanted, when he ſwate Blood in the Garden for you; 
that was a Night never to be forgotten; think an it 
now. When wanted you a Night's Sleep for Chriſt, 
thinking on his Love, wondring at his Sufferings, 
and pleading for an Intereſt therein? O ſeek to make 
it up new, and ſay, © the Breadth and Length, O ile 
. Height and Depth of the Love of Chriſt ! Lord, what it 
Man, that thou art mindful of him? What is he that thou 
ſhouldſt magnify him, and ſet thy” Heart upon hin? 
Strange ! that, thou ſhouldſt ſet thine' Heart' upon 
Wretches, ſo as to give the glorious Son of thy Love 
to ſuffer all the Curſes of the Law, and Vials of thy 
Wrath, to make us, who are Children of Wrath, yea, 
Heirs of the Curſe, and Fire-brands of Hell, to be- 
come Children of God, Heirs of the Bleſſing, and of 
eternal Life! Surely, while you are thus muſing on 
the Love of God, your Hearts, like David's, ſhould 
wax hot within you, and the Fire ſhould burn; nay, 
the Flame of Love to God ſhould break out in the 
moſt lively and active Manner: Now your Spiſtenard 
ſhould ſend forth the Smell thereof: now the ſweet O- 
dour of your Graces ſhould fill all the HouſmeQ. 
VI. The Evil of Sin, which was the procuring 
Cauſe of -Chriſt's Sufferings, ſhould alſo be the Sub- 
je& of your Thoughts at the Lord's Table. He had 
no Sin of his own, but our Sins were laid upon hin! 
/ | — * an 
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7 and Divine Juſtice, finding them there, toòk Venge- 

2 ance on / our Surety to the uttermoſt. Oh Lord, our 
2 Sins wete'the principal Actors of that woful Tragedy: 

F They were the Traitors which by the Hands of Ju- 
8 - das delivered him up to be crucified ; PHate, the Fews, 
N the Romani were but the Executioners of our Sias. 
1 Our Sins, with Clamours more importunate than all 
p the Jewiſß Rabble, cried out, Crucify bin, crucify bim. 
0 What fooliſh inconſiſtent Creatures are we, that be- 
p wail the Bvent; but redreſs not the Cauſe? Alas! 
1 ve naturally have as great Enmity againſt his Image, 


as they had againſt his Perſon : They grieved him in 
his Body, we in his Spirit : They opened his Wounds, - 
we make them bleed afreſn. Neither had they got 
the leaſt Power to touch him, if it had not been for 
our Sins that made him obnoxious to Wrath. 


; | Oh, who: was it that armed the Jeus and Romans a 
bs gainſt him ?- Who put the Sword in Juſtice”. Hands? 
17 Who forced theſe Grones and bloody Sweats from my 
Ke Redeemer? Ah, who but 1? My Sins, my Pride, my 
9 Unbelief, my Atheiſm, | my Covetouſneſs, my Malice, 
1 my Lying, Cheating, Swearing,” Sabbath- breaking, 


Oc. theſe raiſed the Storm of Wrath againſt my Sure - 
ty. Blame not Judas, -Herod or Pilate,. the Jews or 
Romans, ſo much as my Sins: Nay, I am the Judas 
that betrayed him, the Herod that mocked him, the 
Pilate that condemned him, the Executionet that drove 
in the Nails, I the Soldier that pierced him. 

O my Soul, behold thy Saviour now hanging on 
the Croſs for thy Sins, and yet ſaying, Weep not for 
me that endures this Torture, but weep for b 
that cauſes it; behold the Cruelty of thy Sins. Lool 
through theſe gaping Wounds into my Heart, pierced 
frit by Love, next by Sorrows, and then by a Spear 
for you. Be perſuaded what an evil and bitter Thing 
Sin is to me; ſee how it rakes into my Side, and tears 
my very Heart: Canſt thou love or harbour that 
Which uſed me thus? You ſay you are my Friends; ' 
and, will you not take my Part againſt this deadly 

A. | Enemy ? 
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Enemy? Have not all theſe Wounds Mouths entohgh 
to perſuade you to fall out with Sin? Oh will you 
hug my Enemy, tear open my Wounds, / and-crucify 
me afreſh ? O Communicant, let your Heart anfwer, 
No, Lord, I will never requite thy /Kindneſs-fo; 1 
„will never aecount that light, which made my Savi- 
© our's Soul heavy unto Death; that ſhall not be 
'< ſweet, to me, that was ſo. bitter to him; that ſhall 
never be my Joy, that made Chriſt a Man of Sor- 
rows: O-ſhall not theſe. Sins be forſaken of me, 
© that made him to be forſaken 'of God ! Shall ever 
© they be ſuffered to live in me, that would: not ſuf | 

« fer Chriſt to live in the World? ²ẽ 
O what ſtupid Creatures are we, if we do not now 
ſtand aſtoniſhed at the Heinouſneſs and Hideouſueſi 
of our Sins, for which no Atonement could be made 
but by the bitter Paſſion and Agonies of the Son of 
- God! Shall we not ſay, Surely; there muſt be more in 
Sin than Men commonly reckon? It could be no 
ſmall Matter for which the beloved Son of God en- 
dured ſuch horrible and dreadful Torments. O heavy 
dead Weight of my Sins, that preſſed down my ſtrong 
Redeemer to the Ground; yea, preſſed him down, \ 
that upheld the whole Fabrick of the Creation by the 
Word of his Power, Heb. i. 3. and without the leaſt 
Pain could have born Millions of Worlds more! 0 
bitter and curſed Sin, thou ſhalt be crucified this Day, 
that cruciſied my innocent Saviour: Couldſt thou e · 
ver been guilty of a more horrid Deed than murder- 
ing of the Lord of Glory? I will not reſt this Day, 
till I have revenged my Saviour's Blood upon thee. 
Say now of Sin, as the Church ſaid of the Daughter 
of Babylen, that Enemy and Perſecutor of Chriſt my- 

ſtical, P/al. cxxxvii.. 8, 9. © Daughter of Babylon, 
who art to be deſtroyed, happy ſtall he be that rewardeth 
thee as thou haſt ſerved Chriſt : Happy ſhall he be that 

taketh and daſheth thy little ones againſt the Stone. 

VII. Think on the Holine/5 and Fuſtice of God ma- 
niſeſted againſt Sin, and adore the ſame at this Tor 
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You have other Mirrors and bright Looking-glaſſes 


in yrs — for repreſenting the ſame to you, ſuch as 


the caſting; deus the Angels frem Heaven, the drowni 
the old 2 the burning of Sodom, the Rejeftion. of | 
the Jews: But none af them ſo clearly ſhew forth Sin's 
Evil, and God's ſpotleſs Holineſs, and inexorable 
Juſtice againſt Sin, as do the Death. and Sufferings of 
our Redeemer. Come near, and hearken to the ra-; 
ging Billows of God's Indignation daſhing againſt the 
Rock of our Salvation, and behold God's implacable 


Hatred againſt Sin. Many a fore Storm and Hurri- 


cane of Wrath did he endure, to keep the Sea of Di- 
vine Wrath from overflowing you. Our Rock gron- 
ed, trembled, and ſwate Blood ; he cried, prayed and 
intreated; yet Divine Juſtice would not hear, nor a- 
bate him one Stripe: Awake, O Sword, of the Lord, 
cut him off; let him die, ſaith Juſtice, ſeeing he ſtands 
Surety for Mens Sins. O here is a greater Evidenee 
of the Inexorableneſs of Juſtice, and God's implacable 
Wrath againſt Sin, than if he had hurled all the Rocks 
of the Creation into the Midſt of the Sea, or the whole 
World full of Men and Angels into Hell. O you that 


make light of Sin, go to the Rock in Horeb, go to 


Geth/emanxe, go to Mount Calvary, go to a Gommuntion- - 
Table, and ſee what Chriſt endured for our Sins, bear 
his heavy Grones, and behold the Blood ſtanding a- 
bove his Garments. O Communicants, tremble at Sin, 
and come under the Shadow of this Rock, run into 
the Clefts of it; and tho? you hear the Roarings and 


Daſhings of this terrible Sea upon your Rock, yet you 
are ſafe here, a Drop ſhall not reach ou. 


Finally, Lou ought at this Time to have ſome 
Thoughts of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb above, 
whereof this Table is an Emblem and Repreſentati- 


on. Here in the Wilderneſs we get a Foretaſte of the 


good Things of tke promiſed Land, to ſharpen our Ap- 
petites after the Cangan above, where theſe Firit-frujts 


do grow and are fully ripe. O what a glorious and 
well - furniſned Tablę will that be, where the Church of 
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the Firſt-born will be all gathered in one General Al. 
ſembly, and ſet down together with Chriſt ! Oh where 
gre the Looks and Longings we ſhould have after 
that heavenly Feaſt ! Awake, my Soul, from this dark, 
deceitful and vexing World; Oh be not in Love with 


thy Diſeaſe, thy Fetters and Caldmities ; | 2 1 


with theſe that take up their Reſt on this Side Jordun 
on this Side Heaven, and who ſay, I 7s good 10 he 
here ; but with thefe heavenly Pilgrims, who fay, A. 
riſe, let us depart, this is not our Reſt; for it is polluted, 
Lament your Diſtance from God; Wo's me that I ff. 
journ in Meſech, that I dwell in the Tents of Kedar; 
that I remain in this ſinful polluting Place among 1 
ſtrange People, and am fo Jong kept from my Father's 
Houſe above. Oh that I had Wines like & Dove] "then 
would I fly away, and be at Reft = Lo, then I would wa 
der fur 7. and remain in the MWilderne, that I might 
be free from Sins Snares and Temptations, and might 
have free Acceſs to enjoy God. O wretched Man thit 
1 am, who will deliver me from this Body of Death, which 

ſo often troubles, diſturbs, intangles and hinders fie 
from my Duty? inen | ATW 
So much for the Subjects we ought to meditate" on 
at the Lord's Table. I come, in the next Place, 
Secondly, To ſpeak of theſe Graces which are to he 
employed and exerciſed at the Lord's Table; ſach'as 
Faith,  Repentance, Love, ſpiritual Appetite, and 
Thankfulneſs. Now is the Time, O Communicant, 
that all your Graces ſhould be (tirred up to the great- 
eſt Liyelinefs ; and therefore do all you can to excite 
them to it: Chide with them when languiſhing or dull, 
and fay, What, can qe not watch with my deareſt Savi- 

our one Flour © a 94:4 de eng 
I. In the firſt Place, The Grace of Faith ſhould be 


molt active, for it is moſt neceſſary at this Time. 


Faith may ſay to thee, O Communicant, at the Table, 


as Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, Without me yon ca” to 


nothing. Faith is the Eye that ſees Chriſt, the Hund 


that receives him, the Mouth that feeds upon him. 


Let 


4 * * 


ere 


* 


at the Lord's Table. 221 
Let Faith's Eyes be now opened to ſee the W 6 
of Chriſt crucified on the Croſs. Do now as Moſes | 
he ſaw the Buſh burning, Exod. iii. 3. T, turn ofide 
and ſee this great Sight: Surely you cannot ſee a great- 
er. Behold the Rock of our Salvation ſmitten, to let 
the Water of Life come forth to us. Come fee him 
ſmitten by the Rod of Moſes, i. e. by the Rod of the 
Law, whoſe Miniſter Moſes was; with all the Curſes 
and Maledictions of the Law denounced againſt us, 


x - 
[ - 


Cal. iii. 13. Vea, come ſee him ſmitten by many Hands, 
by the Rod of Meſes, by the Rod of Juſtice, by the 


Rod of Devils, by the Rod of the Jews, by the Rod 


of the Romans, by the Rod of your Sins: Come fee 


him ſmitten in his Head with Thorns, in his Hands 
with Nails, in his Side with a Spear, in his Heart 
with Sorrows, yea, in his who/e Soul with the Wrath 


ol an angry God. O deep, deep was our Rock ſmit- 


ten, before the Water of Life could come forth to heal 
vs; according to 1/4. liii. 5, 8. He was wounded for our 
Tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for our | Iniquities, -. for the 
Tranſgre ion of my" People was he ſtriten, and by his 


Stripes we are healed. _ 

Now let Faith look ſharply out for Chriſt at the Table. 
Reſt not inthe Bread and Mine, but look beyond theſe; 
Go a little further, and ſee if you can eſpy Chriſt him- 
ſelf. Let the Language of your Heart at this Time 
be, Saw ye him whom my Soul loveth ? Say now to the 
Lord, as the Greeks to Philip, Sir, we would ſee Feſus ; 
Lord, I would now deſire to fee Jeſus Chriſt : Neither 
the Word nor Prayers, Miniſters nor Elements, will 


content me, without a Sight of Chriſt himſelf. Mind 


what //zac told his Father on Mount Morieh ; Father, 
behold, here is the Wood and the Fire; but where is the 
Lamb for a Burnt-offering ? So do thou look up at the 
Table to thy heavenly Father, and ſay, * Father, be- 


hold, here is the Miniſter, here is the Word, here 


© is the Bread and'Wine ; but, where is the Body and 


Blood of my Saviour? where is the Lamb for a Sa- 


* crifice ?' Father, where is the Lamb of God, that 
| takes 


*. - 


222 DIRECT Haw b bebaye | 
stakes away the Sins of the World? Alas; all ir 
j nothing to me if he be au⁰ . Let Faith look up an 
ſay to Chriſt, Make haſte, my Beloved, be thou like | 
4 Roe or a young Hart on the Mountains of Spices. 
Make no tarrying, O my God; O when wilt then 
| | ©:came to me 07 "4191 | 17 M 
Men ſlſaey came to the Sepulchre, look d in and faw 
me Linen but not the Lord, ſhe preſently falls a-weeps 
ing. Oh, faith, ſhe, They have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have laid him; 
My Lord is away, and 1-know not where to ſind him, 
When our tender-hearted Saviour heard ſuch a mor- 
ing and mournſul Complaint, he haſtned to her, and 
gave her a gracious Meeting. So, when thou ſeeſt the 
Linen and the Elements, but not the Lord Jeſus, then 
be not ſatisfied, but dart up thy Complaints ta Heaven, 
Lord, I came not to ſee the Linen, I came not fot 
the Bread and Wine, but I came to ſee Jeſus; Oh 
Lord, what ſhall I do? they have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where to find. him. Ah, 
what is the Word to me without Chriſt, but as a 
- Conduit without Water? What are the Elements to 
me, but as a Cup without Wine? Oh Lord, what 
wilt thou give me, if 1 go 8 Table Chriſt- 
leſs?” O if there were ſuch Sighs, ſuch. Breathings 
coming from thy Heart, thou mightſt be .confident 
Chriſt would hear them, and make haſte to meet with 
thee and bleſs thee, _ £24 V 24s vs a 
Awake Faith, O Communicant, at this Time; 
behold Chriſt, apply bis Benefits. Here a. Believer 
may find enough in the Wounds and Blood of Chriſt, 
by which he may reſolve all his Noubts, ſcatter his 
Fears, ſupply all his ſpiritual Wants, and find a Re- 
medy againſt all his Soul-diſtempers, by a believing 
Application thereof to himſelf. When thou puttelt 
forth the Hand of thy Body, ſee that thou alſo put 
forth the Hand of thy Faith to receive the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt. Do like .7-/eph of Arimatbaa ; come 
to Chriſt crucified, take him down from the Ou, | 
8 and 
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at the Lord's Tabl.. 

and lay him in the new Tomb af thy Heart. Now 
give a hearty, full and unfeigned Conſent to Chriſt on 
Goſpel- terms; receive him as thy Saviour, ſubmit to 
him as thy Prince, and ſwear Allegiance to him as thy 
undoubted Sovereign. And remember, Faith, if true, 
muſt have two Hands, one to receive Chriſt, and an- 
other to give the Soul to Chriſt; ſee that both Hands 
be now employed, both to take and give.” e 

And eſpecially, make aſe of Faith's Mouth to /ack 
Honey from the Rock, to derive Supplies from Chriſt to 


thy Soul's Neceſſities, ' Obſerve what God directed 


Moſes, EKxod. xvii. '6. Behold, I iuill ſtand before thee 
upon the Rock in Horeb, and 4hau ſhalt. fmite the \Reock, 
and there" ſpull come Water out of it that the People may 
drink. Would you have Drink and Supplies from 
Chriſt for thy ſpiritual Refreſhment, then {mite the 
Rock, act Faith on Chriſt. At the Table, it ſhould 
be a Man's Wiſuom, which was Miſes his Error, to 
ſmite this Rock oſtner than once, Numb. xx. 11. 
With his Rod he {mote the Rock twice, and the Waters 
came out abundantly. So do you, ſmite the Rock twice, 
again and again; put forth many Acts of Faith at 
this Time. 0 N Eee e 
II. The Grace of Repentance and godly Sorrow for 
Sin ſhould be exerciſed at this Time. O Communi- 


cant, canſt thou now look on him whom thou haſt 


piereed by thy Sins, and not mourn and be in Bitter» 
neſs for them? Canſt thou ſee the Son of God hang - 
ing naked and bleeding on a Tree, upon the Top of 
Mount Calvary as a Sacrifice for thy. Sins, and not 
be grieved-for the Cauſe ? O take a fixed Look of him 
now, and let your Eye affect your Heart. Behold 
theſe Hands that ſwayed the Sceptre of Heaven, now 
nailed to the Tree of Reproach : Behold theſe Feet 
that trampled on all the Powers of Hell, and made 
Enemies his Footſtool, now nailed to the Footſtool 
of the Croſs. O did the Earth tremble and ſhake, the 
Rocks rend, the Graves open, and Heavens turn dark 


at this Sight; and will not our rocky Hearts md, 
and 
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and our dead Souls be affected with this Sight ? Sure 


Spear, and yet look on this with unpjerced Hearts} 
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ly the hardeſt Heart among us may now meltz and the 
dryeſt Eye now drop a Tear. Oiſhall the Son-bf-Gad 
ſo ſweat and bleed for us, and we not weep for: our- 
ſelves? Shall we ſee our Sins pierce his Head Wh 
Thorns, his Hands with Nails, and his Sidę with a 


Oh, our Sins did envenom thele Thorns, theſe Nails, 
and that Spear. We, and none but we, were the e- 
vil Beaſts that devoured this Joſeph we the bloody 
Executioners that tormented the glorious-Redeemer; 
and, ſhall not our Hearts bleed therefore ? -'/ | 
oO Communicant, ſo behold Chriſt in the Sacrament, 
as the Virgin Mary, his Mother, beheld him on the 
Croſs : Woman, ſays Chrilt, behold thy Sen. And, how 
did ſhe behold him? Simeon tells her, Late ii. 35 
That a Sword ſhall pierce through her Soul.” Now was 
the Time that the Sword did pierce . through her 
Soul, when ſhe beheld him pierced on the Croſs; 
that Sight was like a Sword thro' her Heart: 80, 
when we ſee Chriſt pierced in the Sacrament, it ſhould 
be like a Sword or Dagger in our Hearts. Obſerve 
what, David ſaid, when he ſaw the People ſlaughtered 
by the Angel's Sword, 2 Som. xxiv. 17. Lo; I have 
ſinned, and I have done wickedly ; but as for theſe Sheep, 
what have they done! So ſay you at this Time, Lord, 
1 have ſinned, I have done wickedly ; but as for this ins 
nocent immaculate Lamb, what hath he done? It is 1 
that have ſinned, but it is thou, O Lord Jeſus; that 
haſt ſuffered. It was my curſed Luſts, my Unbelief, 
my Pride, my Malice, my Covetouſneſs, &c. theſe 
were the Judaſſes that betrayed thee, theſe the Jews 
that put thee to Death ; I have eaten the ſour Grapes, 
but thy Teeth were ſet on Edge, O what a ſweet 
Temper were it to behold Chriſt with a weeping Eye 
and a melting Heart! Oh, ſhall we not ſo much as 
ſhed Tears for theſe Sins, for which we ſee Chriſt ſhed- 
ding bis Blood ? e 
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Chriſt's Love, your * like David's, ſhould wax 
5 % F | 


* the. Lord%s Table. A 


It was hid to the Charge of theſe unkind Huſbands, 
Mal. ii. 13. that by their Unkindneſſes theg cauſed 


their Wives, when they ſhould have been chearful in 
God's Servige, to cover the Altar of the Lord with 


that he regarded not the Offering any more, nor, received 


it with Good. mill at their Hands: ' But, how happy 
were it for: us, if we could be To affected with our 
Unkindneſs to Chriſt bur Huſband, that we could co- 
ver the Lord's Table with our Tears, with Weeping 


and Crying out? Then ſurely, in this Gaſe, the Lord 
would. regard our Service the more, and receive our 


Communicating with Good -· will at our Hands. Ah, 
rocky Heatts ! harder than the nether Millſtone, that 
cannot diſſolve into Tears at the Sight of ſo ſad a 
Spectacle as the Sight of Chriſt hanging -crugified on 
the Croſs for our Sins. Oh, ſhall we ſee Chriſt's pre- 
cious Blood ſpilt on the Earth, running on the Ground, 
and the Ground drinking it up, and our Hearts not 
rend therefore? O let us call for Tears, for mourn 
ing Hearts, and ſay, O that nine Head were Waters, 
and mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears; that I might weep 


for a ſlain Lord! Sthite, Lord: thou canſt bring Wa+ 


ter out of the Rocks; and turn the Flint into a ſtand» 
ing Pool. O that my flinty Heart may be touched 
by the Spirit of God, that the Waters may guſh out a- 
bundantly ! Oh, when will my Heart melt, if not now ? 
Surely now, Deep calleth unto Deep, deep Sufferings in 
Chrilt for deep/Sorrow in me. David's Kindneſs made 
even a Saul lift up his Voice and weep ; and, will not 
Chriſt's Kindneſs, which is infinitely greater, make me 
drop ſome ſilent Tears? Was my Saviour's Body bro- 
ken to let his Blood out; and, ſhall not my Heart be 
braken,to let it in? May I now receive a bleeding Sa- 
viour with a broken Heart! of it bite 

HI. Love is a Grace moſt 'neceſſary at this Feaſt, 
Chriſt's infinite Lsve. ſhould now have a Return of 
Love from you; ſurely now, when you are muſing on 


hot, 
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hot, and the Fire of Love ſhould burn. O Believer, 
Chriſt died of Love to you; and, will you not be ſo 
much as fick' of Love to him? It would be à ſweet 

+ and comfortable Sickneſs, to be ſick of Love to him, 
Who died of Love to you. You are now come to the 
Fountain of Love, you are now at Chriſt's pierced 
Side, O look in and ſee his bleeding Heart; ſee how it 
beats 4nd pants with Love, and ſee how Love flows 
out in Streams of Blood, to cleanſe you from you 
Sins. And, will not this lovely Sight melt your Af- 
fections, and warm your cold Heart to love him? 0 
behold princely Jeſus, the World's Saviour, our love- 
ly Bridegroom, mounted on a: bloody Croſs upon tbe 
Top of Mount Caſvary, for all Nations to fee him and 
flock to him: O what an engaging Sight is this! Since 
that Mount was firſt created, it never produced ſueh 

a Tree, or ſuch precious Fruit, as the Lord of Glory 
hanging on the Tree of the Croſs planted there. This 
Tree of Liſe made Mount Calvary a lovely Paradiſe 
that Day, notwithſtanding of all the Malefactors Bones 
which lay ſcattered upon it. 1% g. 
Now, Communictnts, can you look upon ſuch a Sight, 
and not have your Hearts inflamed with Love? Sure - 

ly a eruciſied Jeſus lift up on the Croſs, with his Arms 
firerched out to embrace loſt Sinners, is the moſt draw- 

| ing and attractive Sight in the World; for he faith 
himſelf, John xii. 32. 1f 7 be lifted up from the Earth, 
4 will draw all Men unto me, i. e. all Sorts of Men, 
both Jew and Gentile, A'crucified Jeſns is a Load- 
ſtone of ſtrange Virtue, and hath drawn ſome Thou- 
ſands of Iron Hearts to him at one Sermon. Now be 
is lift up on high, upon the Pole of the Croſs,” andof 
the Sacrament, that you may look to him. Lea, his 
Face and Eyes are towards you, O Communicants ; 
and his Voice is, Behold me, behold me: Look unto me 
and be ye ſaved, all ye Ends of the Earth. Poor Sin- 
ners of Scotland, of Britain, one of the far-off Iſlands 
and utmoſt Ends of the Earth; I have turned my 

Back on the Fews, for they will not be drawn to po 
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flock to me. O will not your Hearts be moved and 
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and my Face towards you, that you may ſee me and 


drawn by this lovely Sight of a crucified Redeemer, 
dying with Love in his Heart, and Smiles in his Looks 
towards you? He was moſt lovely when he was on 
the Croſs ; and now he is moſt lovely when he is on 
the Throne. O bebold King: Jeſus with the Crown of 
Thorns, wherewith his Enemies crowned. him, in the 
Day he was a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with 
Grief ſor you: Doth that Sight affect your Hearts 


with Grief, and make you ſad? Then come behold 


King Salomon with the Crown of Glory, wherewith 
his Father crowned him, when he finiſhed his Work, 
and fat down on the Right Hand of the Maj on 
high. Now he is cloathed with Light, and ſhines 
brighter than the Sun; Oh will not your Hearts love 
him, whom all the Angels and Saints in Heaven do 
adore, .and are raviſhed with his Beauty? His high 

Honour and Exaltation above doth not in the leaſt 
alter his Affections, or make him forget his People; 

no, he loves all Believers as dearly as ever. How oft 


doth he call them in the Song, My Siſter, my Spou/e / 


The neareſt AM inity in the World is Spouſe, and tha 
neareſt Conſanguinity is Sifter, to ſhew that Chriſt's 
Affection is like that of the neareſt Relations; and, 
ſhall not Chriſt's great Love be anſwered with Love 
again? O never give Chriſt Cauſe to complain of you, 
as Paul of the Corinthians, The more I lone you, the leſs 

{ am beloved, 2 Cor. xii. 19. SET 
O then awake and excite your Love now to Chriſt, 


and ſay, © Lord, thou art infinitely lovely, tho' my 


© Heart loves thee not as it ought to do: Lovely and 
* amiable art thou in all the Steps of thy Humi- 
* liation ; lovely in thy Birth, lovely in thy Life, 
lovely in thy Death, lovely with the Crown of 
* Thorns on thy Head, and lovely with the Croſs on 
* thy Back; lovely in the Garden, and lovely on 
* Mount Calvary ; lovely with the Nails in thy Hands, 
and lovely when the Spear was thruſt in tby * f 
| n 
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And lovely art thou now with the Crown of“ 1 

on thy Head; nay, thou art altbgether Tovel 38. 
for more Love to my lovely Saviour! The Apoſtle; 
when raviſhed with the Love of Chriſt, cries out, F 
any Man love 0 the Lord Jeſus, let him be Anuthema 
Maran-atha,' O what a cold unnatural Heart nivft 
that be, that hath no Love to this lovely One! 0 
Communicant, love him now, when you have ſeen 
ſuch an engaging Sight of his Love: Love Him dear. 
ly, love him entirely, love him above all, love him 
more than all. And if you love him, then keep his 
Commandments, delight to pleaſe him, love his Or- 
dinances, love his Spirit, love his Commands, love 
his People, and love his very Croſs for his Sake? 
IV. At this Time you ought. to awake and excite | 
your /pirituat Appetite after Chriſt and the Benet 
of his Death. You are come to a full Feaſt,” an inex- 
hauſtible Treaſure, and the Maſter bf It allows you 

to partake thereof to the full: There is nothing want · 

ing then but a lively Peeling of Wants, and a ſpiritu- 

- al' Hunger; had you this, all would be well; fot 
Chriſt fills the Hungry with good Things, If there de 
any poor drooping Communicants at the Table, wo 
are diſcouraged under a Senſe of their Poverty and 
Emptinefs, I may fay to them as Jacob to his droop- 
ing Sons in a Time of great Scarcity of Food, Gen. 
Xlii. 12. Why do ye lool one upon another? Ye are poor 
melancholy Creatures, all involved in the fame Cala- 
mity and Diſtreſs ; ye may well look to one another, | 
but one of you cannot help another, Well, 1 have 
good News to tell you, as Jarob told his Sens: He- 
hold, I have heard there is Corn in Egypt; theres 
Bread enough in your Father's" Houſe, Sdſficiency of 

Grace in Chriſt Jeſus for all your Wants. O droop- 
ing Communicant, take Heart, and haſten to your 
Brother Fo/zfh ; your elder Brother Chriſt is Lord of 
the Country, and hath the Command'of all the Store- 
houſes in the Land; he will fill your Sacks as much 

as you can carry, Are thy. Wants many. ? He has 
MEETS. * 7 infinite | 
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et the Lord's Table, 229 
infinite Wealth. Haſt thou no Money to buy, no | 
Worth to purchaſe? Good News! he ſells without” 

Money and without Price: Whoſoeder will, may come ai 

drink of the Mater of Life freely. Poor Soul, cameſt 

thou hither for Bread? Thy gracious Saviour: will 
not give thee'a Stone, He took Notice of thy ſeri- 
ous Preparation for the Feaſt; and, do you think he 
will fruſtrate thine Expectation at it? Can you give 
any Inſtances, that ever he ſent a hungry Soul empty 
away? No; this would be contrary to his faithful 


Promiſe. | F may ſay to thee, as the Diſciples to the 


blind Man, Be of good Cheer, he calleth for thee; and, 
if he call for thee, he will not ſend thee empty away. 
Come away'then, hungry Soul, to a full Redeemer, 
and get all your Wants ſupplied, your Deſires ſatis- 
fied. What would you have? What is thy Petition, 
and what is thy Requeſt? Would you have Riches, 
Honours, Profits, Pleaſures ? You have them all here. 
Would you have all your five Senſes ſatisfied at once? 
Come partake of the Feaſt your Redeemer hath pro- 
vided for you. Would you have the Senſe of Seeing 
ſatisfied ? Then ſays he, Look unto me, behold me, your 
dying yet ever-living Saviour. Would you have your 
Senſe of Hearing ſatisfied ? Then faith he, {ncline your 
Ear and hearken to me ; hear the ſweet charming Voice. 
of your Saviour on the Croſs, ſaying, It 1s finiſhed. 
Would you have your Senſe of Taſting ſatisſied? Then 
faith he, O taſte and ſee that Cod is good. - Would you 
have the Senſe of Touching ſatisſied? O then ſays he, 
Reach hither thy Finger, and feel the Print of the Nails; . 


reach hither thy Hand, and thruſt it into my Side, Would 
you have the Senſe of Smelling ſatisfied ? Then come 


to him, whoſe Garments ſmell of Myrrh, Alaes and Cuſ- 
ſia; and whoſe Name is like Ointment poured forth: \O 
what matchleſs Perſon is this, that can ſo richly ſup- 
ply all your Needs ! I tell you again, If you go away 
without Supply, it will be for Want of a lively Senſe | 
of your Needs, and of panting Deſires after Chriſt 
and bis Fulneſs nm 261 [41 ps C6 

> Awake 
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„Awake boly, Deſires and. Thirltings of Soul any 
* 


Sin ts covered! Lord, whatever thou deny me in the 
World, do not deny me this choice Bleſſing. O for 


Tongue, and all my Ways, than ever I have been. 


V. Awake your Thankfulneſs to God at this Time 
for redeeming Love. Join with the P/almiſt, and 


me bleſs his haly Name. Thanks be to God for his ut» 


*. 
—- 
— 


all his Gifts and Benefits unto me ! Let me ſpeak of tile 


in Zechariah's Frame, to ſay with him, Luke i. 68. 


S cauſe the great Deſign of it is to keep up the thankful 


give Thanks unto God for his un/þeakable Gift, and 


ample herein, our Redeemer both began and en 
. this Inſtitution with the giving of Thanks, and _ 


1 
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Lord, let not the Needy be forgotten, nor 1 ah 
dn of the 222 for ever. Let not a thirſty Sou 

riſh; at the Wells of Salvation. O happy were 1, 
Hat this Time I could get a ſealed Pardon of my Sin 
O Bleſſed is he whoſe Iniquities are forgiven, and whaſe 


a Token for Good at this Time out of Chriſt's own 
Hand ! May I receive a plentiful Effuſion of the Gra- 
ces of his Spirit into my Heart. O that my Luſts and 
Corruptions may be mortified and ſubdued ! May I 
be enabled. to do all my Duties better than I have 
done. May I be more watchfal over my Heart, my 


O that my Soul may depart much bettered, much re- 
vived, comforted and ſtrengthned from this holy Or- 
dinance ! | | | 


ſay, Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is withis 
ſpeakable Gift. What ſhall I render unto the. Lord fit 


glorious Honour of his Majeſty, and declare his wonarous 
Horks. You ſhould now be in Mary's Frame, to ling 
and ſay, as in Luke i. 46. My Soul doth magnify the 

Lord, and my Spirit doth-rejoice in Cod my Saviour: | 


Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, for he hath viſited and 
redeemed his People. The Ancients, called the Lord's 
Supper {till the Euchariſt, i. e. the Thankſgiving, be- 


Remembrance of God's redeeming Love; and Beliey- 
ers in partaking of it ſhould, with their whole Souls, 


ling Glory to God in the Higheſt. And, for our EA. 
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Hymns of Praiſe. The Jes at their Paſſover did 
fng the cxiii. Plaln, with the five following Pſalmt, 
which they called the Great. Hallelujah. A Chriſtian 
ſhould in every Thing and at all Times give Thanks, 
but at the Sacrament the Great Hallelujub muſt be ſang. 
If ever the Heart be tuned for the Work of Praiſe, it 
ſhould be now ; for greater Matter for it you cannot 
have on this Side of Heaven, than at this -Qccafion; 
The great Exhortation the Ancients gave at the Com- 
munion- table was, Surſum corda, Up with your Hearts, 


cCommunicants; elevate them to God in Thankful- 


neſs and Praiſe, Invite the Angels and the whole 
Creation to help you to bleſs God for Jeſus Chriſt the 
Mercy of Mereieeee. nn 


1 


Some further ' Meditations un . the Satramenital 
Elements, Attions and Words. | 


ESID Es what I have ſaid, the Sacramental E- 
lements, Actions and Words may afford ſuitable 
Subject of Meditation to Communicants while they fit 
at the Lord's Table, and may be improven for the 
quickning and rey of the Sacramental Graces | 
above mentioned. And here I ſhall give ſome few In- 
ſtances for the Aſſiſtance and Direction of weaker 
Chriſtians. e che ent 
When you ſee the Elements of Bread and. Vins ſet 


Z 


upon the Table, Think on Chriſt's Goodneſs and Con- 


deſcenſion, in appointing-theſe outward Signs to con- 

firm our Faith and excite our Affections: They are 
no coſtly Things, Chriſt would not be burdenſom to 
his People with any of his Ordinances. Think how 
fitly they repreſent the Body and Blood of our Re- 
deemer, Bread, ere it be fit to nouriſh us, muſt be 
firſt ſown and die in the Earth; then it muſt be threſh-. 
ed, grinded in the Mill, baken in the Oven, broken 
and eaten: 80 Chriſt, that he might be a fit Saviour 
to us, was content to die, and be bruiſed for our Sins, 


and - 
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and ſcorched in the Oven of his. Father's) Wrath | 
Bread is the, moſt neceſſary Thing in the World, it 
ſtrengthens Man's Heart, it is the Staff that Ken, vg 
his Life: 80 Chriſt is the Mercy of Mercies, the moſt 
uſeful and neceſſary Bleſſing: to our ſtarving Souls, 
Mine, ere it be fit for our Uſe, muſh be ſqueezed out 
of the Grape, and this muſt be troden and bruiſed in 
the * preſs: 80 Chriſt was cruſhed in the Wines, 
is Father's Wrath, till the bleſt Juice of his 
de his precious Blood, did guſh out in Abundance. : 
| for the Re emption \ of Qur Souls. No Liquor ſo fit 
as Wine for cheering the fainting Spirits, -P/al. civ. 
15. ſo there is nothing can refreſh the dropping Sook | 
ſo much as the Blood of Chriſt. 
| . Tho'-Bread and Hine be common Things of . 
ſelves, yet they are highly valuable in reſpect of their 
Significancy and Ends. A little Wax, tho' in itſelf 
of ſmall Value, yet, when affixed to a Charter, it 
ſerves to confirm our Right and Title to a great In- 
heritance : So theſe Elements, when conſecrated atid 
given to us by Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, are to us a Seal 
of God's Covenant, andconfirm our Title to all Chrilt's 
Purchaſe. | 1. 
When we ſee the Miniſter take the Bread, think bow 
God did chuſe and take Chriſt from among Men to de 
our Mediator, and a Sacrifice for our 8Sins. 
When the Miniſter /ets apart, bleſſes and ebf 
/ crates the Bread, think how God ſet apart and ſent 
his Son, ſanRified and furniſhed with all Gifts a 
Braces needful for his Mediatory Office. 
When you ſee the conſecrated bread and Wine 8 
ſed to open View, think how God in his infinite Mercy 
hath ſet forth Jeſus Chriſt as a Propitiation thro' Faith 
in his Blood, Rom. iii. 25. Behold how evidently Chriſt 
crucified i is /et forth before your Eyes, Behold the Lamb 
opening the Seals, the Seal of God's Covenant, the 
Seal of God's Treaſures, the Seal of the Fountain of 
Life, and the Seal of Heaven's Gates; all which were 


but before, till Chriſt: came Ig them. Suppoſe. 
now 
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now you hear that Voice, Revs vi. Come and ſee; O- 

pen the Eyes of Faith, and ſee a great sight. What 
is to be ſeen; here? You may, O Communicant, ſee 
here the heindus Nature of Sin, the Severity of Di- 


| vine Juſtice, the Miſery of the Damned; the Deſer- 


vings of Believers : You may ſee the Devil conquered, 
Juſtice ſatisfied, a Flame of Love kindled in Chriſt's: - 
Heart that many Waters could not quench :, You may 
ſee the Clefts of the Rock opened, and a Sanctuary 
found out: Lou may ſee the Preciouſneſs of Souls, 


the Price of Pardon, and the Worth of Heaven. 1 
Chriſt's Body and Blood, which were given for them, 


do ſhew that they are Things of no ſmall Value. 

When you ſee the Elements, you have Cauſe to bleſs 
God, and rejoice at the Sight of this precious Sign 
and Seal of God's Covenant of Grace and Salvation. 
We ſhould rejoice to ſee the Rain - bu in the Clouds, 
a Sign of God's Covenant and Promiſe to ſecure the 
World againſt a deſtroying Deluge: Much more ſhould 
we joy to fee the Sign of God's confirming his Cove- 
nant with Believers, ſecuring them againſt the over- 
flowing of God's Wrath. If it ſtill rained, and never 
a Rain-bow appeared, we might have Reaſon to fear: 
So, if we never ſaw this Ordinance and Seal of God's 
Covenant, we might ſuſpect Danger; But, O Believ- 
er, you ſee God is faithful and willing to keep Co- 
venant, there is the Rain- bow appearing ; a'pleaſant 
Sight to a guilty Sinner het TT | 

When you ſee the Miniſter lay his Hand on the 
Bread, lift up your Soul, and pray, © That God may 
* lay his Hand on your diſeaſed Soul, that all your 
Deſtempers may depart from you: Lord, lay hold 
* on my Soul, as the Angel did upon Lot; ſave me 


from the Flames of Wrath, cauſe me to eſcape out 


* of Sodom into the Mount of God, and Clefts of the 


When you ſee the Bread broken, think on the break- 
ing and tormenting of Chriſt's Body, and the bruiſing 
of his Soul for our Sins.  He-ſuffered a donble Death, 

8 4 8 one 
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one in his Soul, and another in Body ; he ſuffered 
from Men and Devils: but all that was nothing to what 
he ſuffered from his Father; for, when Men were wound - 
ing his Body, the Father's Hand bruiſed his Saul, made 
a Thouſand Wounds therein, and poured in à whole 
Ocean of Wrath upon him: he brake him with Breach 
upon Breach, and overwhelmed him with one Ware 
of Vengeance upon the Back of another, till all hit 
Rillows went over him. This was a ſad Time to our 
Saviour; yet all theſe Floods could not drown his 
Love to us, nor make him quit the Grip he had taken 
of us; but, come of bim what will, his poor People 
muſt not periſh ; his Love to them flamed higheſt when 
7 his Suffer: Ly were greateſt. £4 NY 06 HH 
Lou ſhould, at this Time, deſire to be in the ſame 


Frame, as if you had been at Golgotha ſtanding at the 


Foot of the Croſs, and had ſeen the Blood trickling 
down, and heard all' the dying Grones of the Lamb 
of God. O ſhall we ſee the bleſſed Son-of God, the 
Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, with his Eyes 
dim, his Cheeks wan, his Face pale, his Head boy- 
ing, his Heart fainting, his Side bleeding, his Wounds 
open to ſhelter us, and his Love ſtreaming forth in 
Blood to us; I ſay, ſhall we ſee all this, and our 
Affections not raiſed , our Love not kindled, and our 
Hearts not concerned? O what a monſtrous Thing 
will it be, to ſee our Affections and Graces at the low- 
eſt Ebb, when there is a high Stream-tide of the Love 
and Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt flowing toward 
us! * 1 . Hb 00 T4 n 
Take a View of Jeſus on the Croſs breathing forth 
Love to us, when he was breathing forth his haſt : 
Let us look ſtraightly and ſtedfaſtly to him, as he did 
to us. Many write, that he was crucified with his 
Face toward the Heſt : The Jews did it out of Deſpight, 
as reckoning him unworthy to look on the Temple 
and holy City that ſtood on the Eaſt-ſide of Mount 
Calvary: but he had a gracious Meaning and Defign 
to us. thereby, and now was that Word remarkably 
fulfilled, P/al. lxvi. 7. His Eyes behold the "ou : 

or 


a lth 


. - at" the Lord's Tables : 
For now his Eyes looked to'us Gentiles, when he was 
upon the Croſs ; and O it was an Eye of Love and 
Pity he caſt then upon us: And, ſhall not this en- 
courage us to lift up an Eye of Faith to him upon 
the Croſs for Healing and Salvation? eſpecially fee- 
ing he calls us to do it, Ia. xlv. — — and 
be ye ſaved, all the Ends of the Earth. And it is to be 
- obſerved, that Chriſt in this Call hath a ſpecial Eye 
to us in Scotland, who were then Gentiles, and are 
likeways among the Zxds of the Earth. O ſhall we in 
this Land and Corner of the World have ſuch a lo- 
ving Invitation to look to a crucified Saviour for 
Mercy, and will we neglect it? Bebold his Arms 
ſtretched out to embrace you, and will you not defire 
to flee into them ? Behold: him bowing his Head on 
the Croſs, to take a View of your Wounds, and whiſ- 
per Comfort into your Ears: Behold him opening a 
Window in his Side to take you into his Heart, and 
pouring out Blood thence to, redeem yon, and Water 
to cleanſe you, à Fountain both for your Juſtification 
and Sanin... SN ret er 
Again, when you fee the Bread broken, look to 
Chriſt's Wounds as an open City of Refuge for thy 
Soul that is purſued by Juſtice to take Sanctuary in x 
His Wounds. are laid open, that you may fee into his 
bleeding Heart, and ſee his yerning Bowels of Mercy, 
and hear them founding towards you, an Object of 
Pity and Spectacle of Mifery. Poor ſhelterleſs Soul, 
quit all other Shelters, and flee to the Clefts of the 
Rock here opened, ſaying, This is my Reſt, and here 1 
will ſtay, 8 * To Ns 
Pray at this Time, Lord, may my hard Heart be broken 
and melted, that I may in ſome Meaſure be conformed 10 
my broken Saviour. Or, Lord, break" the united Forces 
of my Sins, and ſcatter them by thy mighty Arm. 

When you ſee the Miniſter offering-the Bread to the 
Communicants, and hear him ſaying, Tate ye, Bat ye, 
&c, think how freely God offers his Son, and Chriſt of- 
lers himſelf to be ours: Think how you ſee him at — 

| a Hea 
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Head of the Table, making Offer of himſelf to you, 
ſaying, Take me, and the whole Purchaſe of my Blood ; take 
n ſealed Teſtament, and all the Legacies in it; take 

ſealed Pardon of all your Sins, aud a ſealed Right tot. 
ternal Life. en} Wert et and den 

When. you receive the Bread into your Hand, ſee 
that you ſtretch forth the Hand of Faith to receive 
and embrace Chriſt cruciſied, as your bleeding High 

Prieſt, to make Atonement for you; ſay with your 
Heart, Content Lord, even ſo ] take thee, and ſeal a Ch. 
venant with thee, I claſp about thee as mine: I beliese, 
Lord help my Unbelief. If Chriſt! be not freceiy- 
ed by Faith in this Ordinance, there is nothing done 

but what is ill. O will you come to this Table and 
receive the Bread of the Lord, and not receive the 

Bread, the Lord? O it will be fad, it will be bitter at 
Death or judgment; when you come to die, you will 
cry, Lord, receive my Soul Well, may not Chriſt an- 

ſwer you, I will juſt rezeive your Soul as you received ny | 
Body in the Sacrament, when you was entreated, and, 

that was not at all ? O then conſider what Chriſt has 
done for you, and the abſolute Neceſſity you ſtand in 
of him, and receive him into your Souls. O will! 

accept.of a bruiſed Lord, a bruiſed Friend, when 

is knocking with the Croſs on his Back, the Nails in 
his Hands, and Spear in his Side! Can you find in 
your Hearts to hold him at the Daor in this Poſture? 

Will you not open your Hearts to him, who opened 
his Side to you? | + © i4 

When you are making uſe of this Bread, praiſe 
and magnify God for providing this heavenly Manna, 
to keep your Sou} from periſhing: Bleſs him for this 

Feaſt, and feed on it that you may live: Apply Chriſt 
and his Benefits for the nouriſhing your Souls, and 
| ſtrengthning your Graces: Bleſs him far this noble 
Contrivance and Undertaking. Rejoice in Chriſt, 
that hath found out a Way by his Death to reconcile 
an angry God to you, and procure you Acceſs to his 
Table, that you may feaſt with him. With what Joy 

| an 
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and Thankfulneſs did the 1/-aelites go forth to gather 
Manna, that Bread which God ſent them from Hea- | 
ven? But O here is better Manna come from Heaven; 
Will ye not be thankful for it, and run with Defire | 

to get it? The //-aclites Manna could not give Life to 

the Dead; but here is Manna that can reſtore and pre- 
ſerve Life both, yea, give everlaſting Life to both 
Soul and Body. The /frazlites Manna fell not on the 
Sabbath, and they might not go to gather it that Day: 
But, bleſſed be God, this Manna falls every Day, 

_ and double on the Sabbath, and welcome are ye to 
gather it this Day; for Chriſt now rains it in greater 
Plenty, and calls you to be more diligent in gatber- 
ing it than on other Days: His Table is well furniſh- 
ed with Manna this Day; O feed and refreſh your 
Souls well before you leave it, and ſtrive to 
the Reliſh of it when you are gone. Cry now with © 
theſe, John vi. 34. Lord, evermore give ut this Bread. 
This Bread both ſatisfies the Soul, and creates an Ap- 
petite; O for a perpetual Hunger for it! It is the 
ſame Bread the vlorified Saints do feed on for ever- 
more ; in Heaven they never lothe this Manna, nor . 
weary of it, as the ¶Mraelites did of theirs, It is but 
a (mall Crumb, O Communicants, you get of it here, 
to that eternal Feaſt provided above. 1 8 17 

Again, Bread in Scripture is called, The Staff 7 
Bread. O this is the true Staff of Bread; here Bread, 
if eaten by Faith, that will prove a Staff to ſupport 
you, a Staff to defend you, a Staff to beat your Ene- 
mies, and put all your Luſts to flight; this is a Staff 
that will enable you to run in God's Ways, and fight 
the Armies of the Aliens. That is a ſtrange 
Dream that one of the Midianitiſù Hoſt had, when - 

Gideon was coming upon them, Fudg. vii. 1 7 Be- 
hold, a Cake of Barley - bread came tumbling into the Hoſt 

of Midian, and ſnnote a Tent, &c. Strange! a. Piece 

of Bread overturned a Tent. Lo, that Dream is in- 
terprete in this Sacrament: Here a Piece of Bread, 

O Communicant, if eaten by Faith, that will tumble 

| into 
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into the Hoſt of Satan and thy Luſts theſe Midiasiter, 
which have long vexed you with their Wiles, ſtrike 
down their Tents, and put them all to flight. | Surely 
a View here, by Faith, of Chriſt's Body pierced and 
_ nailed by Sin, will turn a Believer's Heart . againſt 
Sin, as the moſt - hatefal Thing in the World: Let 
Sin flatter as it will, he will never forget what it 
hath done to his dear. Saviour. This is both quick- 
ning and killing Bread]; ſor, as it is Life to your Souls, 

ſo. it is Poiſon to your Luſ ts. 
When you ſee the Hine poured aut, think how free» 
ly and willingly Chriſt ſuffered for you. He poured ' 
out his Blood as freely as the Wine is poured out to 
vou; yea, it is ſaid, I/. liii. 12. He poured out bis 
* Soul unto Death, as freely as we pour Water out of 
a Veſſel. He had freely emptied his Veins in the 
Garden and on the Croſs ;- every Pore became an Eye 
to weep Blood for your Sakes : He is wounded o- 
ver all, that his Bload may run the more plentifully 
and freely; and, when he hath no: more Blood to 
pour out, he next pours out his Soul for you; and 
Would you have any more from your loving Saviour? 
O did he pour out his Soul unto Death, and will 

you not pour out your Souls into his Baſom'?' 
Again, when you ſee it, by Faith behold the Wells 
of Salvation now opened, the Stone rolled away, and 
the Fountain oſ the Water of Life running freely, and 
following poor Sinners. O run not away from it, but 
turn to it; drink, and live for evermore. O ſhall 
the Fountain of Life be opened, and the Mouths of 
your Souls faſt ſhut ? Can you ſee Chriſt's Blood run- 
ning, and not deſire to be bathed with it? Haſt thou 
blind Eyes ot lame Feet, weak Hands or feeble Knees, 
a cold or hard Heart, a feared or doubting Soul? 
Here a Cure for all thy Diſeaſes. Thou art now at 
the Side of the Pool, jult at the Healing Waters, one 
Step will bring you to them: Look to Chriſt for 
Strength, ſtir up your Souls, ſtep. in, drink, bathe, 
and be made whole for ever. | rs 
| When 
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When you drink the Cap, remember the ptecious 


Blood of Chriſt; eye it by Faith, \plead it with God, 
and apply it to your Souls : Thirſtily drink it by the 


Mouth of Faith. Say, I um un unrighteous Creature, but 


here is juſtifying Blood ; - my | Heort is palluted; but 
here is ſandtifying Blood ; my Sau! it waunded, but here ts 
healing Blood ; my Luſts are ſtrong and lively, but here 

is mortifying Blood ; my Heart is very dead, but here is- 

quickning Blood ; it is very hard, but here i» ſoftning = 
Blood ; O ſhall not a Drop of this Blocd light an my hard 
Heart? © let me not miſs 4 Cure, when the Balm of 
Gilead it among my Hands ! This Blood healed T houſands, 
and ſhall my Plagues continue? Lord, may that innocent 
Blood, that dropt from thy Hands and thy Side, waſh 
away all the Spott and Stains of my guilty Sou. 

As you-find the Wine warm on your cold Stomach, 
ſo let the Love and Blood of  Chrilt warm your cold 
Heart and Affections with vehement Love and Deſire 
to him. Shall Chriſt's Heart be hot as Fire to you, 
and will yours be cold as Ice to him? Can you feel 
his warm and: bleeding Heart, and not cry out with 
Thomas, my Lord and my God? How ſhall I expreſs my 
Love to my loving and lovely Jeſus, who loved me 
and gave himſelf for me ? How dearly, Lord, haſt 
thou purchaſed my Lave, unworthy as it is? What 
hath the World or Sin to do with that which Chriſt 
hath bought ſo dear? O for a Heart ready to burſt with | 
Love to him that is only worthy to be the Object of 
it! O for a live Coal from God's Altar to kindle the 
Flame, that many Waters might not quench! Worſe 
am I than a Beaſt, if I be not raviſhed with Chriſt's 
matchleſs Love. -, + - Ks 4 LP E. 

When you ſee the Elements divided and diſtributed 
among the Communicants, believe' it, that Chriſt is 
really, tho? inviſibly, dealing forth the Effects and 
Benefits of his Death and Sufferings to the worthy 
Receivers, | te 

When you ſee both the Bread and the Wine given, 
think that God is offering and giving Chriſt, and all 
Chriſt unto us; and we mult be willing to take "yo 

| an 


and all that is in him, all his Benefits, all his Offices, 
all his Laws, and all his Croſs he thinks fit to lay 
on us. | y [* Kh. | . PITTS > 
When the Bread and Wine are offered to yay, : 
and you hear Chriſt ſaying, Take, Eat, Drink; 0 
then caſt open all the Doors and Gates of your Soul, 
that the King of Glory may enter in: Say, Came in thy 
| Bleſſed of the Lord; wherefore ſtandeſt thou without ? 
As I receive the Bread of the Lord into my Mouth, let 
me receive the Bread, the Lord, into my Saul. Lord, it 
was my Errand to receive thee int» my Heart, let me mt 
go without thee. Stir up Faith mightily, to receive 
Chriſt and all his Benefits. Stretch out Faith's Arms 
as far and wide as you may, to welcome, embrace and 
claſp about your Saviour, and ſay, My Beloved is mine, 
and I am his: Now may the Marriage be ſealed and 

_ ratified, and the Knot caſt which ſhall never be looſ- 
ed again: And happy, happy for ever is my. Choice, 
rich is my Portion, my Soul is made up to-all Eter- 

nity. | 85 x” 

» When you are eating and drinking the Bread and 
Wine, let your Soul be buſy making cloſs and parti · 

, cular Application by Faith of Chriſt and all his Bene- \ 
fits, according to your various Neceſſities. And con- 
fider, that as by eating and drinking, your Food in- 

corporates with your Bodies, and turns one with you; 
ſo Chriſt by Faith is myſtically united to you, and 
you are made one with Chriſt : As the broken Bread 
enters into your Body, and becomes yours by ſeeding 
upon it; ſo you are to believe, that as truly Chriſt's 

broken Body, and the Purchaſe of his Blood, are ap* 
plied to you ſor curing and ſaving your Soul, and that 
all his Merits and Graces are yours by Faith ; This is 
my Body that was broken for you. Again, as eating and 
drinking of proper Food is very pleaſant to our Bo» 
dies, ſo we.ought to take great Satisfaction and Com- 
placency in partaking of Chriſt and his Benefits, Let 
us ſatiate ourſelves, in taſling of his Goodneſs, and 
ſeaſting on his heavenly Dainties. And as by our 
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earthly Food our Bodies are ſtrengthned for Labour, 
ſo by this ſpiritual Food our Souls and our Graces 
are nouriſhed and ſtrengthned for the Duties of Re- 
ligion. ; 2 X r. N 
e are to look upon theſe Sacramental 
Adions, as a mutual. giving and taking Safine and In- 
ſeſtment betwixt Chriſt and your Souls. Hereby yon 
get Infeſtment of a crucified Chriſt, his great Pur- 
chaſe and glorious Inheritance; and hereby Chriſt 
takes Infeftment of your Soul and Body, to be his 
Children, his Heirs, his Servants and Soldiers, to obey 
him and fight for him while you live. You are here- 
by conſecrate to be Temples for his Service and Reſi- 
dence ; beware of deſiling the Temple of the Lord, 
ſuffer not a Herd of ſwiniſh Luſts to enter therein, 
leſt God abhor you and caſt you off for ever. 
When you hear theſe Words of the Inſtitution, 
This Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood: This do in 
Remembrance of me : Conſider why it is called a Teſta- 
nent; it is becauſe in this Ordinance we have Chriſt's 
Teſtament and Latter-will ſealed, wherein he leaves 
many a rich Legacy to his poor Friends: And here 
he gives foals Copy of his Teſtament into every one 
of their Hands. i 
Queſtion. What are the Legacies he leaves? 
Anſwer. Pardon, Peace, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Sanctification, Redemption, Grace and Glory. 
- HY But, how ſhall I know if I have any Intereſt 
rein? | Ye OS oy NI LIE 
Anſwer. Are you one of Chriſt's poor Relations ? 
Can you claim any Sibneſs to him by Faith and 
Regeneration? Then your Name is in Chriſt's Teſta- 
ment. n 
Queſtion. But, how ſhall 7 a eh that the Teſtament 
is in Force, and will be execute e 
Anſwer. It is become of Force by the Death of the 
Teſtator, who died, and leſt his Teſtament in the 
Hands of the bleſſed Spirit to be Executor of it, and 
to apply it to thoſe the Teſtator appointed: Vea, 
. 1” (bleiled 


« 


* 


* 
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(bleſſed be God) the Teſtator is riſen again, and Heß 
e Art hen of it Wielt Hheviſe,” Ne 
"Queſtion: But; will I ger af Chrifs Pure bus au 
Legacies juſt naw ? 3 5 Fan 
, von alt be infefi, and have yout Riji 
ſecuted to all this gteat Eſtate left by Chrift's Will to 
you; and out of it you ſhall have a preſent Mainte. 
nance, till the 88 come, when you ſhall 
enter into the full Poſſeſſion of the Inheritance. You 
are but Minors yet, and not fit to be intruſted with it; 
but it is ſecured in good Hands for you, till you come 
to full Age. In the mean time, you hear the dying 
Ir leaves a Charge upon you to do this in Ne. 
membrane of bim: Think on him and his Love to 
Fou; think what he has contrived, what he has pro- 
miſed, what he has done, what he is ſtill doing, and 
what he is about to do for you: Remember him who 
#2menibred you in your loweſt Eſtate, and is ſtill re- 
membring you: Remember him that is coming 
quickly in the Clouds, to meet you, take you he 
to His Palace, and put you ia 'Poſſeon of He 
720 mands you to ſhew his Death till he come 3. 
„ ty ee N 
When you hear of his coming again, conſider whit 
a.gldrious Coming and glad Meeting that will be,” 0 
Bellever, you now ſee Chriſt only thro? theſe Elements 
by an Eye of Faith, but then you ſhall ſee Him by an 
> of immediate Viſion, you ſhall ſee him even 4 he 
; and O how mightily ſurpriſed. will you be at the 
Sight ! You will fay as the Queen of Sheba {aid of g- 
omon, The Half was not told me concerning his Glv- 
ry When I was in my own Country; but, behold, 
eater than Solomon is here. ate 
Before you riſe from the Table, you 'may'rhitik on 
Elijab's Cake baken on the Coals, and his Cruſe of 
Water, in the Strength of which Meat he went forty 
Days and forty Nights till he came to Horeb, the 
Mount bf God, 1 King xix. 6, 8. Think how much 
more ſubſtantial, durable and nouriſhing the Food - 


— 


V 


at the Lord's Tall. 2343 


tha thou haſt been partaking of, and bleſs God for | 


it. Elijah is twice there wakened to take a dapble 


Meal; and ſo ought” you to roule up and provoke - 


your ſpiritual Appetite to take another Moxſel ere yon 
20; you ſhould feed plegtifully at Chriſt's Table. It 
js a Virtue to be a holy Glutton at this Feaft bu 


know not if ever you get another Feaſt like this, till 


you come to the Mount of God above; this may be 
your laſt Communion here, and the laſt Time you 
ſhall drink of the Fruit of the Vine in this Manner; 
take a large Fill to ſtrengthen your Sonl for your 
Journey, you know not what Blaſts and Storms may 


blow by the Way: You have a Siege to hold out, take 


in Proviſions here; you have a Voyage to go, ſeg that 
you victual your Ship: Death will try and put all 
your Graces to it. The wiſeſt Virgins have no Grace 
to ſpare at the coming of the Bridegroom: What 


_ 


Storms of Temptations and Difficulties do many por 
Saints meet with on a Death-bed ? It is with much a- 


do they put ſafe into the Harbour at laſt; O then ga- 
ther Manna while it is falling, for your gathering Time 


- 


may be ſhort. .- 


Conſider, that, while you are at the Table, Jou 
are near Chriſt your Phyſician; therefore be ſenſible 


of your Maladies, and logk up to him with your Fin- 


ger on your Sore, and cry with the Pſalmift, PJ2/.xli, 
FR Lind, be merciful bud 3 heal my, Soul, far 4 2 
ſemed againſt thee. Now the Balm of Gilzadis among 
my Hands, and it will be {ad if I ſhould miſs à Cure. 
The Blood of Chrilt, that hath healed Thouſands, 'is 
now at. Hand; Oh let not my Plagues continue with 
me. O let a Drop of that precious Blood light on 
my cold, dead and hard Heart, that ſome Heat, ' Life 
and Softneſs may be begot and preſerved therein. 


You art come to Chriſt on a good Day, when he is 


on a Throne of Grace with a Sceptre of Mercy in his 
Hand; ſee that you make all your Wants known to 
him. A feaſting Time is a Time of granting Requeſts, 


Wit is thy Petition, and what is thy Requeſt, Queeg 


Eſther ? 


* 


% 
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Eſther? laid Kang Abaſuerus at the Banquet of Wine, 
So faith King Jeſus to the worthy Communicant i 
this Royal Feaſt, hal is thy Petition, and what ts th 
Requeſt ? What will ye that T ſhall do unto yo? as Chill 
aſked the blind Men, Mat. xx. 32. Let your Requelt 
be like theſe, of the Plalmilſt, Conſider and hear me, 0 
Lord my God ; lighten mine Eyes, leſt I ſleep the She 
of Death, Pſal. xiij. 3. Let my Soul live, and it fal 
| praiſe theo, Pſal. cxix. 175. Purge me with Hyſſy, 
and I ſhall be clean ; waſh me, and I ſball be while 
than Snow, Pſal. li. 7. Reſtore unto me the Foy of th 
Salvation, and uphold me with thy free Spirit, Pfal. Ii. 12, 
Or you may put up ſome of the Spouſe's Petition at 
this Time, Draw me, we wil! run after thee, Cant. i, 4, 
Awake, O Nerth-wind, come thou. South, blow upon ny 
Garden, that the Spices thereof may flow out, Let my 
Beloved come into his Garden, and eat his pleaſant Friits, 
Cant. iv. 16. Make, haſte, my Beloved, and be'thou lik 
10 4 Roe or a young Hart on the Mountains of Syte 
Cant. viii, 14. ; as ET. 
oO communicant, thou art near to a crucified Chriſt 
when at the Table, as the penitent Thief was near to 
him when on the Croſs; he got Mercy from Chriſt when 
he ſought it, and ſo may you if you ſeek it with the 
ſame Frame of Heart, Cry, Lord, look on a poor 
Sinner at hy Table, as thou didit on him that hung 
by thy Croſs. Lord, remember me, now thou art in ih 
Kingdom. Thy Wounds are open now; Lord, ſhel- 
ter me in them. Thy Blood is running freſh; 0 
bathe my diſeaſed Soul in this Fountain, that T may 
be whole for ever. So much for the ſecond Head of 
Directions. I now proceed to the third Head. 


72 
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Concerning a Communicant's Behaviour df 


ter Partaking, and when the Cmmuni- 


* 


on- Sabbath is over. 


. T N | * A 14 

N diſcourſing this Head, I propoſe to do theſe ſol- 
[ lowing Things. 1. To give ſome Directions 
concerning your Deportment when riſing and 
going from the Lord's Table. 2. Concerning your 
Carriage when you go home to your Cloſets and re- 
tiring Places. . 3. Concerning your Behaviour and 
Converſation in the World when all the Work is o- 

ver, 1850 1 "of why 


* 


— 


es . Jn rim 
Containing Directions concernin your Deport- 
ment when' riſing and going from the, Lord's 
Table in 5 h 


_ , 


ELIEVERS are ſometimes ready to ſay, It ir good 
for us to be here, let us build Tabernacles, and 
dwell ſtill. But this Table, tho” it be ſatisfying, it is 
not laſting ; tho' the Meal be fweet, it is ſhort. All 
Things here below are tranſitory, and Communions 
are Tallin Things with the reſt. You muſt riſe and 
go down from the Mount, and return to the World, 
and travel in the Wilderneſs again. Oh, may the Be- 
ſiever ſay, © And muſt I riſe, and go back to that un- 
* ſatisfying and Soul- ſtarving World again? * 
; g p Cc 
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© ſhall I do there, if my Redeemer go not alongſt with 
c me? Lord, take me by. the Hand, lead me, upholq ; 
me, and be thou ſtill with me; and at laſt bringe 
to that endleſs Feaſt thou haſt prepared for thy Þ Peo- 

je above, where I may ever ly in thy Boſom, un- 

Ke er the uninterrupted Beams of thy ſmiling and 
© cheering Countenance, and for ever feed my hungry 
© Soul on thy bleſſed Self, without the Help of Sym: 
6 bols or Sacraments; and where the Gueſts will ne. 
ver be called to riſe * that glorious, N. any 

© more.” 

Queſt. What is that Frame a Dijpoſ tion of Say 
that we ſhould have in oy and; going Jun hymn 
Table? | 
* Anſ, With reſpo@ to that, obſerve wh alk 
Directions. 

Jou ought to riſe and 20 com the Table, | 
I. In a wondring and. admiring Frame. Sh 
wonder at the Love of God in giving his beloved Son 
to die a curſed Death for us. Tho” he we -_ 
moſt dearly, yet he wounded him moſt dee P 8 
his precious Blood might ſtream forth and ſave ub. 
Hence it is ſaid, I/. liii. 10. 4? pleaſed the Lords 

bruiſe him. Tanius reads it, Valde delectatus oft, i. e. 
He was exceedingly delighted in it. Strange ! other 

Parents, whoſe Love to their Children is nothing in 
Compariſon of the Father's Love to Ghriſt, do follow 
their Children to their Graves with many T e· 
ſpecially when they die violent Deaths: But the in- 
finite God delighted in the painful and bloody Death 

of bis only Son, becauſe it tended to the Salvatiob 
of Believers; He willingly gave his own dear Son to 

die a ſhameful curſed Death, that you might live a 

glorious bleſſed Life for ever. O what Manner of 

Love is this]! And what art thou, O Believer, that 

thou ſhouldſt be the Object of this Love more than 0- 

thers? By Nature thou art mean as the Worm, vile 
asithe Mire, black as Hell, and a Child of Wrath even 

| as others: : And thou-hadt now been wallowing in ih | 

| WI 
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| from the Lord's Tull. 
vith the wordt of ine. World; if free bange MN 
renewed thee'; nay, thou hadſt been roring in Hell at 
this Hour, if fees Grace had not repriv v'd- thee; Look 
about thee, and ſee others: refaſed when thou art cho- 
ſen, others'polluted, when thou art ſanRified, 'orhers | 
put t off with common Gifts when thou haſt ſpecial 


Grace. Tho? # > and they perhaps ſat together in 


the ſame Deſk: 
receiving the Sacrament ; yet free Grace came and 


made the Difference, One is talen, and the other N. 
Here is Matter for your Admiration.” 

The Conſideratlon of this free Love and diftin- 
guiſhing Merey'of God ſhould make thee ſay with Da- 


vid, Lord, what am 1, and what is 1 that thou 


haſt brought” As hitherto 7 What is an, that thb art 
nindful of him ? and, What am T, the worſt of Men, 
that thou ſhouldſt be thus mindful of me? O how did 
Mephibofheth admire David's Kindneſs, when he ſpake 
fandliarly with him, and aid; Thou batt eat Bread at 
my Table continually ! 2 Sam. ix: 7. Obſerve his An- 
frer; v. 8. Mat it thy Servant, that thou fholdft look 
upon ſuch- a deu Dog as I am But ſurely, O'Believ+ 
er, thou haſt much more Reaſon to ſuy ſo, and wWon- 
der that ſuch à mean Creature ſhould be ſet at the 
Table of the great God; and honoured to feaſt with 
himſelf Lord, what am I; that thou” ſhouldſt have 
noticed the like of nie? 1 better deſerved to have 
been howling among the Dogs without the Door, 
than to be let in and feaſted among thy Friends; 1 
better de ſerved to have been ſent roring to el with 
Devils, than to be ſet at thy Table to reſoice with 
thy Children. Lord, when thou waſt pleaſed to Ido 
on me with an Eye of Pity, and embrace me in the 
Arms of thy tender Merey; thou mightſt juſt have 
ſpurned my guilty” 95 into Hell, Taying, 'Depavs 
from me, I know you' not, Whilt 2 Wonder of Merey 
is it, that 1 WhO have forfeined all 'Mercies, and'deſer- 
ved ſuch a: Sentence as that in Jer. ix. 15. to fra 
ſhould 


ith Wormooed, and to hade abt Water 7001015 


earing the Word, or at the ſame Table 
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ſhould nevertheleſs have the Fleſh of the Son of Godgſ. 
ven me to be my Meat, and his Blood to be my Drink? 
The Lord Jeſus might juſtly have ſaid unto me, as in 
Zech. xi. 9. I will not feed you + That which dieth, 


let it die and that which is to be cut off, les it be cut 


of. But, O how tender are his Bowels, how! com- 


paſſionate his Heart! Rather than my Soul ſhould 


ſtarve, he is content to be ſlain, that his Fleſh-might 
become my Food. 1 8177 


II. Riſe and go from the Table in a thankful and. 


' 


praiſing Frame, Thankfulneſs well becomes this EU. 


chariſtical Feaſt, which is mainly deſigned as a Thanks- 
giving to God for redeeming Love. On this Occakion, 
you ought to Heſs God in the Congregationsz even the 
Lord from the Fountain of Iſrael, Pſal. Ixviii, 26. Now 
you ſhould ir up your Souls and all that is within vou 
to bleſs his holy Name, with the Pſalmilt, 'P/ak, eiii. 
1, 2, 3. Now you ſhould with the Angels ſing, Gly 
to God in the higheſt, that there is on Earth Peace, & 
Good. will towards Men, Luke ii. 14. Now you ſhould, 
with John, ſing Praiſe to him that loved ut, and waſy: 
ed us from our Sins in his own Blood, Rev. i. 8. 
Oh, may the worthy Communicant ſay, * How ſooll 
4 mention the Loving-kindneſs and Praiſes of the 
Lord, according to the Multitude of his Loving 
© kindneſſes, and according to all he hath beſtowed 
on me, and his great Goodneſs to the Houſe of I, 
rael? O that I could proclaim thy Love to all the 
World, and make the whole Earth ring with Bas 


Praiſes ! O that 1 could ſing Praiſes to him that lo 


me; To him that made the World, and furniſhed itſo 
_ richly for me to dwell in; To him that made my Body 


ſo wonderfully, and gave me a Soul fo capable to ſerve 
and enjoy him; To him that remembred me in my 


low Eſtate, that laid aſide his Glory, took on my, Na. 


ture, and paid my Debt on the Croſs; To hin that 
ſent his Spirit to quicken me when dead in my Sins, 
that opened mine Eyes, bowed my Will, and turn 

me from Darkneſs to Light; To hin who forgives my 
thus: 5 Inꝭiqulities, 


* - 


Iniquities, heals my Diſeaſes, redeems my Life from 

Deſtrution, and crowns me with /Loving-kindneſs; 

To him that hath endured from me manySlights, put 

many Affronts, and waited on me with infinite Pati- 

ence; Eyen to him that loved us; and waſhed u from 

our Sins in his own Blood, and made us Kingr and Priefls 

to God his Father, 'a Note the Angels 'themfelves'can- 

not ſing 3 and to him that is able to keep us from falling, 

and to preſent us 2 before the Preſence of his Glory 

with exceeding Foy, be Glory, | Majelty, and Dominion, 

now and far evermore ] O give Thanks unto'the Lord, for 

he is good, for his Mercy endureth for ever. Who can utter 

the nighty Acts of the Lord ibo can ſbeu all his 

Prafe? Now bleſſed be his glorious Name fot ever: Let 

the whole Earth be filled with his Glu. 
And, O Believer, remember that you only begin this 

Duty of ſinging Praiſe in this World, for Etertiity 

itſelf will not end it: Endleſs Eternity will be ſhoft 

enough for this glorĩous Work of Praiſe. Von ougut 

to be acquainting yourſelf much. with this Work while 

here, that you be not a Stranger to it hereafter. Re- 

ſolve, with David, not only to begin it, but to petſiſt 

and hold on in it alſo, P/al.: cxlv. 2. Every Day wil 

1 bleſs thee, and I will praiſe thy Name for ever and ever; 

as if he had ſaid, VI begin it now, and do it every 


the 


1 Day while here, in hopes that I will ſpend u Whole E. 
I, ternity in it hereafter . © Again he. ſays; Pal. :cxlvi.. 
10 2. While { live, I will praiſe the Lord: [will ft 
Praiſes unto my God, w le 1 have any Being: Aud, . 
2 when I have no longer Being on Earth, I hope to 
fo have a Being in Heaven, where 1 ſhall: praiſe him to 
dy better Purpoſe ; and wherein, Lord, I am defici- 
hyp ent now in thy doe Praiſe,” I will pay it hereaſter 
my ineverlaſting Hallelujabs, O Communicant, hiſt thou 
not great Ground of Praiſe this Day, that thouliveſt, _ 
bat not among the dark Pagant, that never heard teller 
* Jeſus Chriſt ? That thou art not among the fallen 
ad Angels, for whom a Sacrifice was never provided? 


my That thou art not —_— Damned in Hell, who 


% 
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are without the Reach of Mercy, and of hearing the 
Joyful Sopnd ? Lou have been ſet at a full Table, when 
others ſuffer an everlaſting. Famine, And, what will 
you render to the Lord for this diſtinguiſhing Lore 
and undeſerved Goodneſs ? +I have good Ground io 
caution you againſt Unthankfulneſs, as Mo/es did the 
Ifraelitet upon the View of their Entry into Causa, 
Deut. viii. 10, 11. Ven you hane eaten and are fol, 
forget not to bleſs God for the good Land that he hath gi- 
ven you, that you have a Goſhen on Earth, and the 
Proſpect of a Canvgan above: Bleſs him for a Land 
of Light that you dwell in, and for the rich Table 
that he covers for you: Bleſs. God for a Sacrament- 
day, for it is one of the Days of Heaven; it is a Day 
you ought highly to prize, and to praiſe God for. 
They that know the Worth of this Day could viſ, 
with Jaſbua, that the Sun ſtood ſtill upon it, that it 
might de lengthned out, for their enjoying Commn- 
nion with God: But in a ſpecial Manner they would 
wiſh that the Sun f Righteouſneſs ſtood fill this Day 
and ſhined, that, with Joſbua, they might get a_more 
full Revenge on their Enemies, viz. their Luſts, theſe 
curſed.Canaanites, that remain ſtill in the Land, ' 
III. You ought to go from this Table in the Ei- 
nuch's Frame, who, after his ſealing a Covenantwith 
God, went on bis Way rejoicing, Acts viii. 39. God's 
People are frequently in Scripture called to rejoice and 
be glad in tbe Lord; and, to be ſure, there is nota 
more fit Seaſon for it than now, when he bath been 
making ſuch a:glorious Diſcovery of that great Love 
wherewith he loved them. A Man that is condemned 
for a Crime, and ready to be execute, O what Joy 
hath be; when he receives his Pardon! And,' ſhould 
not Believers rejoice in God, who here receive the 
Atonement, and are, as it were, brought back again 
from the Gibbet, by the Mercy of God in Chriſt? 
There are two Things you ought to rejoice in; 
1. In God. 2. In his Ways. | 


' 


As 


Pom the Lord's Table, 251 
As to the f/f}, It is the Duty of a covenanted Peo- 
ple to rejoice in their covenanted God. Wah what + 
Joy doth Zaccheus entertain Chriſt, when he cloſed a 
Bargain with him? Luke xix. 6. and likeways the 
Jaylor; As xvi. 34. And to be ſure, whenever the 

ube of the new Man is formed in the Soul, it will 
leap for Joy. It is moſt reaſonable that Chriſt ſhould 
have a joyful Welcome into the Soul. God not on- 
ly commands and preſſes this Joy, as in P/al.. v. x5. 
Feel ii. 23. Phil. iii. 1. & iv. 4. but he affords the 
teſt Grounds for it. God the Father gives him- 

to us as 2 Portion ; his Sor to be our Saviour ; 
his well-ordered Covenant as a never-failing Spring of 
Conſolation ; his holy Spirit to be our Comforter; \ 
his Influences to blow up this holy Flame of Joy "0G 
his Graces of Faith, Hope and Love to breed and 
feed it; his Ordinances to maintain and increaſe it: 
And particularly the Lord's Supper is a ſpiritual Feaſt 
inſtituted for eheering the Soul; for, after it, we ſee 
that Chriſt and his Diſciples ſung a Hymn: + | 
What Ground of Joy have Believers in their coye- 
- nanted Redeemer, in his Love, in his Victories, and 
in his Purchaſe? What Ground of Joy in his Perfon 
and Natures ? In God incarnate, they may ſee Hea - 
ven and Earth conjoined, God and human Nature e- 
ternally married together, and themſelves very nearly 
related to God, O Believer, he is Bone of your Bone, 
and Fleſh of your Fleſh, and has a Fellow: feeling of your 
Isfirmities ; and, is not this Matter of Joy? 
What Ground of Joy have you in the Attributes of 
God, which are all engaged for you, and become yours 
by Covenant? The Thoughts of God may be ſweet 
to you, as to the Pfalmiſt, Pyul. civ. 34. The Thoughts 
of God are a Terror to the Wicked, but every one 
of his Attributes may be a Cordial to you, yea, even 
the moſt. terrible of them: His Juſſice, that before 
ſtood with a flaming Sword to keep you out of Para- 
diſe, doth now turn an Advocate to plead for your 
Happineſs, « Fobn i. 9. Fuſtice is come over to your 

X : Side,. 
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252 Direct. How to riſe | 
Side, and pleads for your Pardon and Diſcharge, ſince 
- Chrifiyour Surety has paid the Debt; and for the 

| 3 Glory to you, fince he hath laid down the- 
„ Ts N | MOI WE 

His Goodne/7 and Mercy affords you great Matter 
of Foy ; "Why? for, as he is Good,. ſo he doth Gai, 
and will let his People want nothing that is good for 

them: He will hear their Cry, pity them in Danger, 

and be a /irong Hold to them in the Day of Trouble, 

And, when you meet with Mercies and Comfarts, 
you may receive them as Tokens of his ſpecial Love: 
They come to you wrapt up in the Bowels of Chriſt, 

and dipt in his Blood, and ſo are doubly fect. When 

Fou get a Deliverance from any Diſire/5, you may ſay 

as Hezekiah, Iſa. xxxviii. 17. Then haſt, in Love to 
my Soul, delivered it from the Pit of Corruption. O Be- 

| liever, all thy Mercies are covenanted to thee,” which 
may make them /weet to thy Taſte : That Word in 

Eccl. ix, 7. belongs to thee, Go thy Way, eat ih 
Bread with Foy, and drink thy Wine with a merry Heart; 
for God now accepteth thy Works, Every Morſel of 
Bread thou eateſt comes from thy. Father's Hand, 

-fweetened in the Blood of Chriſt, and is an Earneſſ ol 
greater and better Things laid up for the. 

God's Miſdom and Faithfulne/5 may rejoice thy Heart. 

He is a'/#:/fal Phyſician ; he ponders our Caſe, weigh: 
our Neceſſity, and knows how to preſcribe ſometimes 
bitter Potions, and ſometimes cheering Cordials : He 
knows how to time our B/rfings and our Croſſes allo. 

O covenanted Soul, jt may be ſweet to thee to think, 
that all thy Aflictiong, as well as Mercies, are the 

Fruit of infinite Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs : Vea, thy be- 

ing within the Govenant, alters the Nature and Pro- 

- perty of thy Croſſes, and makes them become good and 
medicinal to thee ; thou art now to look on them as 
Mercies covenanted and promiſed to thee. When bis 

Children tranſgreſt, he will viſit them with the Rod, — 
In Faithfulneſs haſt thou aflited me, faith the Pſalmiſþ. 
O what Comfort may this bring thee, when * = 

(Het n ere 
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(idereſt, that all thy Affictiont are an Article of the 
Covenant, the Effet of God's Love, and a Fruit of 
Chriſt's Purcha/z ; ſo that you may ſay of every Rad 
you meet with, The Lord ſees I want this, otherways I 
ſhould not be exerciſed with it: My covenanted God and 
Father knows, that this, and no leſs than this, is needful 
for me : 'What am I, that he ſhould be ſo mindfii of me ? 
You may rejoice in the Alnightineſt of Cod. He. 
hath an Arm that is full of Power, that can eaſily le- 
vel your /piritual Goliaths, pull down Satan's ſtrong 
Holds, and make good all his Promiſes. - 
You may rejoice in his Innutability. He is un- 
changeable in his Love, and in his Covenant, Mutable 
Creatures change their Reſpects, and break their 


Leagues and Covenants: But God's Covenant is in- 


diſſolvable ; for he is engaged for our Part, as well as 
his own, Jer. xxxii. 40. O Believer, God hath pro- 
miſed both for himſelf and thee; as you may further 
ſee in Heb. xiii. 5. compared with Jer. xxxi. 9. & 
2 Tim. i. 12. If once in the Covenant, thou art al- 
ways in it; you may ling that ſweet Song, P/al. xlviii. 


14. For this God is our God for ever and ever: He wall 


be our Guide even unto Death; yea, likeways in Death, 
and over Death. That which diſſolves the Marriage- 
Covenant among Men, will not diſſolve this: Adultery 
will not do it; for God faith, Tho' ye have play d the 
Harlot with many Lovers, yet return unto me. 

Turn ye backſliding Children, for- I am married unts you. 
Death cannot diſſolve it; yea, it brings you nearer 
to your covenanted God, where you ſhall ever re- 
joice in his Preſence, Tho? Death robs worldly Men 
of their poor Happineſs, and hungry Heaven; yet 


it doth no Harm to you: Nay, when you find Death 


begin to aſſault your Tabernacle of Clay, you, may 
lift up your Head with Foy ; for, behold the Day of your 
Redemption draweth nigh. You may ſing with the P/al- 
miſt, Pſal. Ixxiii. 26. My Fleſh and my Heart fuileth; 
but God is the Strength of my Heart, and my Portion for 


ever. What tho' my Eye and my Heait-ſtrings be | 


| ready 
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ready to break, and the Lamp of my Liſe be like * 
Candle burnt to the Socket, and near the going ont; 
yet till God is my God and Portion for ever. This 
Olevien a dying Saint comforted himſelf ; My Hear. 
ing is gone, my Smelling-is gone, and my Sight is going 

Speech and Feeling are almoſt gone; but the Loving 
kindneſs of God ſhall never depart from me. Whien 
_ Worldling's Portion is gone, yours remains ſure to 
you ; loſe what you will, you cannot loſe that, Good 
 Eauſe had Zabaikuk to ſay, Hab. iij. 17, 18. Ailoi 
the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in 
the Vines, &c. Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, and joy in 
the God of my Salvation, O Believer, the more yon 
view your Portion, you will find the more — 
regoicing therein: For in God you have all Thing 
you need, all Things you can deſire; yea, more than 
Eye hath jeen, Ear heard, or Heart can conceive. 

But, Secondly, As you ought to go from this Oui. 
nance rejoicing in God, ſo likewiſe in the Ways of Gad; 
and, like Tehoſbaphat. you ought to have your Hearts 
t up in the Ways of the Lord, Put on haly Reſolutions, 
to proceed with Zeal, Delight and Alacrity in the 
Ways of God's Commanitments : Your Hearts ſhould noy 
be inlarged to run and ſing in his Ways, and go a. 
bout every Duty with Pleaſure. Stedfaltly reſiſt every 
Sin, and eſpecially the Sin that hath moſt eaſily beſet 
you, your predominant Sin, your beloved Idol: Abhor 
both inward and outward Sins; flee Drunkenneſi, Un- 
cleanneſ5, Swearing, Lying. Cheating, Sabbath-breaking, 
c. Keep God's $obbathe, and delight therein: Make 
Religion your main Work, and make Conſcience of 
Heart-holineſ5 : Study to Jive near Chriſt, make much 
Uſe of him, and conſtantly depend on him, for Righ- 
teonſne/s and Strength: Study to perform the Duties 
both of the firſt and ſecond Table: Carefully obſerve 
Family-duties, and ſecret Prayer. In a Word, go on 
cheerfully in all the Ways of Piety and Devotion, and 
eſpecially in theſe Duties wherein Communion and Cur- 
reſpondence with God is to be obtained and kept ” 

Go 


/ 


co on joyſully in the Ways of Juſice and Hoveſty, 
Meelneſ and Peace, Temperance and Sobriety, 'Charity 
and Beneficence, Humility and Self-denial; and | 
in your coyenanted God, ſor Cavenant-ftrength and 
Furniture for Word and Woxk. 

IV. In going from the Lord's Table, you ought to 
mix your Joy and Praiſes with a holy Fear and Trem- 
bling : And you have great Cauſe for this, when you 
conſider, t. Your manifold Shortcamings in this ſolemn 
Approach to God. Surely your Souls were not clean- 
ſed according to the Purification of the Sanctuary, your - 
Preparation was deſective in the Sight of God. Have 
you not Cauſe to be aſhamed, that your Hearts were 
not more deply affected with the great Sights preſent- 
ed to your View, and the glorious Things put in ypur 
Offer? Have you not Ground to be humbled. for the 
Coldneſs of your Hearts, the Wavering of your Minds, 
the Deadnefs of your Spirits, and a/ity of your 
Afetions, when you was about this beavenly and /i. 
ritual Work ? Alas for the Weakneſs of our Graces, the 
Inconſtancy of our Frames, and the manifold nfirmities 
which cleave: to our beſt Performances! Had we no 
more Sin to anſwer for, but the Aniguities of our ax 
Things, they would be too heavy for us to bear. Let 
us be humbled under the Senſe of them, and look ta 
our great High Prieſt to make. Atonement for them. 

2. You have Cauſe to be humbled and fear, conſi- 
dering the manifold Dangers you are expoſed to, and - 
Enemies you are invironed with, who are never more 
buſy than after a Sacrament and our being admitted to 
Nearneſs with God. Chriſt immediately after his Bap- 
tiſm, and the ſolemn Manifeſtation be had from: Hea- 
ven, was led away to be tempted of the Devil, Mat. iv. 

1. And it was after the Lord's Supper that Chriſt told 
bis Diſciples, that Satan deſired ta have them, that be + 
might ſift them as Wheat, Luke xxii. 31. It was after 
Paul was rapt up to the third Heaven, that be. was in 
Hazard of being exalted alone Meaſure, or puft up with 
Pride, and therefore had a Meſſenger of Satan 7 15 | 

x | bußet 
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buffet him, 2 Cor. xii. Have ye got any Thing of the 
Riches of Chriſt and Treaſures of Heaven at this Ora. 
naxce.? then look well to yourſelyes that you loſe it | 
not, for the Devil is going about ſeeking to rob you 
thereof: Therefoge be not lifted up or ſecure, but be 
humble and wateffful, and walk circumſpectly. 


8. EU T. II. 


Gontaining Directions how to behave when you 
go home to your Cloſets and Retiring- places. 


S+ 2 - — 
=" 
* — 2 * 


— 
— a 
n 
— þ 


1 not your Work over on a «Communion 
| Sabbath, when you are come home from the 
Church: But as ſoon as poſſible retire, | 
I. For Prayer. You ſhould be more bent * 
Prayer now than ever. The P/almiſt, when God had 
dealt kindly with him, refolves therefore that he will 
call upon God as long as he lived, P/al. cxvi. 2. 
This is a ſtrange Return he would give God for for- 
mer Fayours: He would go and beg new Favours 
from him, and ly the more cloſely about his Hand; 
I will love God and love Prayer the better all my 
Days. This is not the Manner of Men, but God is 


delighted with ſuch a Return. h * 
Queſt. But, what ſhall we pray for now? Can Cod 
give __ than what he hath given us in the Sacra- 
ment : 1 
Ai. Tho' God hath here given you the Seal of the 
Covenant, and a Right to all its Privileges and Pro- 
miſes; yet he will be enquired of by you for the par- 
ricular Application and Accompliſhment of them: 
You muſt = God to his Word, and- pray with the 
Pſalmiſt, P/al. cxix. 49. Remember the Word unto thy 
Servant, upon which thou haſt cauſed me to hope. Be it 
to thy Servant according to thy Word. Again, you ſhould 
pray that God may continue and preſerve any good 


Frame or Tenderneſs of Heart, ſpiritual Motions _ 
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Reſolutions, or any Watmneſs of Affections and De- 
ſires that have been wrought in you by this Ordinance, 


for our Hearts are ready to cool, and our Goodneſs 
to evaniſh /ike the Morning Cloud and early Deu: You 
have Need, therefore to pray with David, 1 Chron, 


xxix. 18. Lord, keep this for ever in the Imagination of 


the Thoughts 'of my Heart : And, Pſal. Ixviii. 28. 
Strengthen, O God, that which thou haſt wrought for us. 


Your Hearts are naturally deceitful, and yeur Feet 


bent to Backſliding; pray as in P/al. xvii. 5. Hold 


up my Coings in thy Paths, that my Footſteps flip not, 


You have no Strength in yourſelves to keep the Pro- 
miſes, and perform the Vows to the Lord which you 
have made: Therefore beg from your covenanted 
God, that he may furniſh you for every good Word 


and Work; for it is he that worketh in you hoth to will 


and to do. 


II. Self-examination\ is a Duty moſt [neceſſary on 
the Back of this ſolemn Ordinance, as well as before 
it, Review your Carriage at it, that ſo you may be 
humbled for Defects, or thankful for Attainments : 
Caſt up your Accounts, and ſee what you have gain- 


ed at this great Goſpel-market.. Will you not de as 


wiſe for your Souls, as you are for your Bodies? 
Were you at a Market trading for the Things of this 
World, you would take this Courſe. after you had 


come from it: But, O-what wall it profit you, the you 


ſhould gain the whole World, if you ſhould loſe your Soul:? 


| There are two Things you would carefully ſearch 


into, when you come home from the Lord's Table 
1. If you had Sincerity in Covenanting with God. 
2. If you had his gracious Preſence with you in this 


Ordinance. . 


Queſt. 1. How ſhall I know if I have ſincerely trans | 
efted with God at his Table, and if he hath taken me in 


to the Bond of his Covenant . 
Anſ. It is of great Conſequence for you to know 


this; for it is not every one that externally receiveth 
the Seal of God's Covenant, that is really taken yy 
K k ne 
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the Bond of it: Many Thoufands deceive thetiifelve' 
in this Matter, You may diſcover your Sincerity in 
Covenanting, by reviewing” the Frame and Condition 
pour Souls were in when you were about it; and by 
conſidering the Frame and Di/p»ſition they are in now. 
I. What was the Frame of your Souls when you were 
tranſacting with God 9" OO nn 
1. Were you low and vile in your own Eyes, and 
deeply humbled under a Senſe of your "own Unwor- 
thineſs and IIl-deſerving; ſo that you were made to 
ſay with the Centurion from the Bottom of your 
Heart, Lord, I am not worthy thas thou ſtouldſi come 
under ny Roof: I have lived all ny Days in Rebellion 
agaiiift thee, the bottomleſ5' Pit is ny Due. Then this 
is 4 good Sign of thy being brought within the Cove 
ant, according to Ezel. xvi. 62, 632 
2. Were you weary of the Burden of Sin? Did 
you grone under it as à heavy Load? Were you ſen- 
Able that it was too heavy for yo de bear & as the 
Pfalniſt was, P/al. xxxviii. 3. Then it is 4 good 
Sign; for it is to ſuch that Chriſt affords Neſt in bis 
Covenant. em n "100 ES 
' 3: Did your Souls long and pant for Chriſt, as the 
hunted Hart for the Water-brooks, the ſcorched Ground 
for a refreſhing Shower, or a condemned Man ſor a Ne. 
m__ Was it your Cry, None but Chriſt'; give ne 
Chriſt-or elſe I die: Lord Jeſus, here a poor Begper 
for thy Bounty, a diſeaſed Lazarus for thy Cure, an 
empty Belly for thee to fill, a naked Back for thee to 
cover: Never was there a Soul that flood more in Need 
of thee than I? Then this is a good Token; for, 
Wherever there is true Faith, it empties the Soul, it 
diſcovers Want and Miſery in ourſelves, and great 
Fulre in Chriſt : Faith comes with an empty Veſſel to 
Chriſt's pen Fountain, it comes with an open Mouth to 
his full Feaſt, and with an empty Hand to his rich Tree- 
1 1 eee 4 
Were you in a reſgning Frame when you took 
the Seal of the Covenant into your Hand ? For Faith, 
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as it embraces and lays hold on Chriſt, ſo it delivers u 
the Soul to Chriſt; and, as it takes Chriſt wholly, 4 
it gives up the Soul wholly to him. Did you give all 
you are, and all you have, your Children, Relations, 
Honours, Eſtates, Intereſts, Time, Talents, Health, 
Strength, and all to Chriſt, to be diſpoſed of, and 
employed by him, according to his Pleaſure ? Then 
this is a good Mark of thy Sinceriti xy. 

5. Were you in a renauncing Frame, willing to part 
with every Laſt, and put a Bill of Divorce in the 
Hands of every Delilah or beloved Idol? Then it is a 
good Sign; for every ſincere Soul will ſay at ſuch a 
Time with Ephraim, What have I to do any more with 
Idols ? . Rr p 22 

II. Conſider the Frame and Diſpoſition of your 
Souls ſince you came from the Lord's Table; for you 
may find out your Sincerity hereby. 2 

1. Aſk your Souls that Queſtion, which Chriſt him- 
ſelf once aſked the Phariſees, Mat. xxii. 42. What 
think ye of Chriſt ? Covenanted Souls, to be ſure, will 
have a very high Opinion of bim: for 10 all that be- 
lieve he is precious. Can you ſay then, that you have 
high and admiring Thoughts of Chriſt, and that you 
wonder at his Beauty.: Once I wus at Peace without 
Chriſt, but now I ſee nothing but Fire aud Wrath 
out of him: Once I ſawlittle Beauty in bim, and ſaid, 
as the Daughters of Jeruſalem ſaid to the Spoule, What 
is thy Beloved more than another Beloved? But now I 
ſee him altogether lovely : Yea, I ſee not only a match- 
leſs Beauty in his Perſon, but alſo in his Way, his 
Word, his Ordinances, his People; nay, in his very 
Croſs, and every Thing that belongs to him ? 

2. All covenanted Souls will be mightily pleaſed 
with the Contrivazce, Frame and Deſign of the Cove- 
nant ; they will ſay, I is well ordered in all Things ; 
they will be ſatisfied with all the Articles of it, and 
with all the Offices and Relations of Chriſt; they will 
be content to be governed by his Laws, as well as to 
be juſtifed by his Righteon/ne/5. All they Who have 
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entered into a Marriage-Covenant with Chriſt; will loo 
to his'Perſon more than to his Parrimony, and they 


* 


— 


will embrace his Precepts as well as his Promiſet. Ty 
therefore if it be ſo with you. Are you pleaſed vit 
the De eſign of the Covenant, viz. t2,exalt free Grace? 
Would you have Chriſt . 400, and yourſelves nothing ? 
Would you be content of Heaven, tho? it were fur 10 
more than to ſtand an eternal Monument of free Grit, 
and that you might with others join in your Note to. 
glorify and exalt it? Do you love ſtill to cry,” Meru. 
£0 us," not unto us, but to Chriſt be the :Glory'® Then 
this is a good Sign you are within the Bond of this 
Covenant. 

3. Have you Heart - melting Thoughts at the Re . 


membrance of Chriſt's Wounds? Are you ſenſibly 


touched for your Sins that pierced him, and reſolved 


thro” his Grace to pierce him no more, and that you 


will never give any Harbour to theſe Traitors. that 
put to Death the Son of God? Then it is a Sign 
you have eyed him by Faith * his Table, and taken | 
hold of his Covenant. 

4. If you be his covenanted Feind, you will relolve 
to obey every commanded Duty, John xv. 14. Le wil 


be a Pevrple zealcus of goad Works.- And remember 


this, ye will reſolve to e Covenant - duties in a 
Covenant»way, and in a Geſpel. method, i. e. ye will do 


all out of Love and Gratitude to your Benefattor and 


Redeemer; ye will do all to glorify him ; ye will go out 
of yourſelves even to Chriſt for Strength and depend 


on him for all. © 
Queſt. 2. How /hall I know if I have met with Chrif 


at his Table, and aged any Thing of his gracious Pre. 


' ſence there? 


Ans: Chriſt hath many Ways of viſiting his People, . 


and holding Communion with them ; and, 'tho' a 


hath not done it in the Way you were expeRingy o 


not conclude that he hath not done it at all. 
1. He ſometimes draws near his People in this Ons 
dinance, by bringing Light to their Under/tandings,' and 


making 


© after. Partaling. 22861 
Hook HW making grocions Diſcoveries to their Soul. Some- 
they times be diſcovers to us his Greatne/5 and Purity, fo 
Try as to humble us to the Duſt, and make us ſeem no- 
with thing in our own Eyes, and confeſs we are the vileſt 
race ? of Sinners, and wonder that we are out-of the Pit; So 
2 was it with theſe holy Men, Job xl. 4. Iſa. vi. 3—“ 
or no Sometimes he diſcovers his Goadneſt and Mercy; in giv- 
ract, ing his Son to die for ſuch Wretches, and offering Par- 
te to don to ſuch Rebels; and thereby he ſheds abroad his 
- Love into our Hearts, and melts them into Tears, Con- 
Then feſſons, and thankful Reſentments of his Love, as in Lule 
this wil. 44. 1 Tim. i. 16. Sometimes he diſcovers 

(i Chriſt to be altogether lovely, Sin to be altogether vile, 
the World to be altogether vain, Holineſs to be alto- 
gether neceſſary, and Heaven to be altogether glorious, 

2. He kindly viſits his People, when he draws out 
their Graces to a lively Exerciſe, and particularly ſends 
his quickening Spirit to melt their Hearts into the Ex- 
erciſe of Repentance and Mourning for Sin, or to actu- 
are their Faith, and enable them to lean on Chriſt for 
Pardon and Salvation, and ſay with that poor Man, 
Lord, I believe, help thou my Unbelief : Or when 
he kindles Love in the Heart, and makes it to burn 
while he talks to them, and opens the Scriptures, as 
he did to the two Diſciples going to Emmaus ; or helps 
you to ſay with Peter, Lord, thou that knoweſt: al! 
Things, knaweſt that I love" thee : —+—Or when he 
draws out the Deſires, Longings and Pantings of the 
Soul after himſelf, and makes us thirſt after him, and 
follow hard after him. Hence we fee what a Miſtake 
many are in, who think there is no Communion with 

Chriſt but by ſenſible Cn/olations and Manifeſtations of 
his Love : For, where there is a holy Shame, Grief and 
Sorrow wrought in the Soul for Sin, it is as real an E- 
vidence of his gracious Preſence, as when the Soul is 
affectionately melted into Love, Praiſe and Joy. Tho' 
Chriſt come not to you by the iger Way, yet be 
thank ful if he come in the lauer Ila. 
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3. Chriſt holds Communion with his People in this 
Ordinance, dy ſtrengthening them for Duty; and mak 
ing them delight in bis Service, and count it their 
Meat and Drink to do his Will, and reckon en Den 
bis Courts worth a Theuſand elſeul ere. 
4. When he intimates his ſpecidl Love and Favour 
to their Souls, which he doth many Ways, by diſfob 
ving their Doubts and Fears, ſcattering their Clouds, 
ſhining on their Graces, and clearing up their Evi 
dences ; or whiſpering by bis Spirit into their Cnc. 
ences, Fear not, I am your Salvation: Be of gon 
Cheer, all your Sins are e you : The: Lord bath 
put away thy Sin, thou ſhalt not die. It is this Way 
the Lord ſometimes brings his People into the Ban. 
queting-houſe, ſatisfies them as with Marrow and Fat» 
nei, makes them to hear the Voice of Foy and Gladneſs, 
fills them with Peace that paſſeth Underſtanding," with 
Joy that is unſpeakable and full of Glory, It is thus 
that he kiſſes them with the Kiſſes of bis Mouth, i, e. 
applies the Comforts of his Promiſes, which are dhe 
| ſweet Words of his Mouth, yea, ſweeter to them than 
Honey or the Honey-comb : It is here he makes them to 
drink of the Rivers of his Pleaſures, brings them to 
his holy Mountain, and makes them jqyful in his Houſe 
f Prayer: It is here he brings: them out of the nim 
Clay, ſets their Feet upon a Reck, eſtabliſhes their Go 
ings, and puts a new Song in their Mouth, even Praiſe 
to our Cod. | L949 7 4 

It might be proper in this Place to ſpeak to the 
Caſes of ſeveral Sorts of Communicants : But, ha- 
ving done this pretty fullyin my Sacramental Catechiſm, 
I ſhall here ſpeak only to two Sorte. 
I. Theſe who after ſecret Self- examination, and te- 
viewing of their Communicating, are put to complain 
that they do not find any Comfort or ſpiritual Ad- 
vantage by the ſolemn Ordinance of which they have 
been partaking. N A Le 

II. Theſe who cannot but acknowledge to the 
Praiſe of free Grace, that they have been, kindly _ 
Miel, | win, 


efter Partaking. A 
with, and privileged with ſpecial Manifeſtations of 
God's Love and Favour at this holy Ordinance, - 

Firſt, As to the firſt Sort of Communicants ; - 
There are \ ſometimes found not à ſew of God's 
People, who, on the Back of their "Communicating, 
are in a diſconſolate Condition. O (faith one) I have 
been examining myſelf fince I came from the Lord's Table, 
and reviewing ny Communicating :' And 1 fear I have 
net met with Chriſt there, nor got any Comfort or ſpiri- 
tual Advantage by the Ordinance. ' I think God is angty 
with me ; and, what ſhall Ido 9 11. 1 0 1 
Anſ. rſt, Granting it be ſo that thou haſt got no 
Benefit by this Ordinance, beware of laying the Blame 
in the leaſt upon the Maſter of the Feaſt, who is a 
bountiful Lord, and delights in Mercy; but leave 
your Complaint intirely upon yourſelf, and ſearch for 
the Cauſe of your Diſappointment in yourſelf. - And 
it is likely upon due Search you will find,” that either 
you have been flight in your Preparations for the 
Duty ; your Appetite hath. not been. ſharpned with a 
Senſe of ſpiritual Wants; you have not been watch-- 
ful over your Heart, either before, in Time of, or 
after your Communicating; or perhaps you have. 
gone about this Work too much in your © own 
Strength, without looking to God for Strength and 
Quickning in the Goſpel-method. Jacob told his 
Wives, Gen. xxxi. I ſe your Father's Countenante, it 
11 nat toward me as before. Now, what was the Rea- 
ſon of it ? Facob (fay Laban's Sons) hath taken away 
all that was our Father's, he hath enhanced his Rich- 
es, Well, haſt thou dealt thus with thy heavenly 
Father? haſt thou robbed him of his Glory in any 
Meaſure by thy Self-confidence ? then it is no Won-' 
der that his Countenance was not ſo pleaſant toward 
thee as at other Times, Be humbled then for your 
Deſects and Shortcomings ; and ſay, Lord, thou art 
righteous, but I am wicked. r onen 
2dly, God may hide his Face from his People at 
the Sacrament, either for their Trial, or for their — 
ritua 
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ritual Improvement and Advantage. He may hereby 
try you, how you will behave under ſuch a Diſpen- 
ſation, if you will love him and cleave to him, even 
when be hides himſelf, or frowns upon you. Do not 
deſpond, O Believer, tho” God appear tofrown ot to 
ſpeak bitter Things againſt you; but cleave ſtill to, 
him by Faith, and blefs his Name that he is at all in 
ſpeaking Terms with you, and not wholly ſilent to 
you, as he is to many, upon whom he will not beſtow 
a Reproof, but gives them up to walk after the Coun · 
ſels of their own Hearts. It is a great Mercy to have 
God rebuking us ſor our Good. 17 ei 
Bux the Lord may be hiding himſelf, to raiſe in you 
the greater Earneſtneſs and Fervency in ſeeking aſtey. 
him. Thus he dealt with the Spouſe, Cant. iii. 3. She 
was too lazy and careleſs in her Enquiries for him, 
therefore he retires; aud thereupon ſhe roſe from her 
Sloth, and went through all the Streets of the City in 
Queſt of him, ſaying, Saw ye him whom my Soul loveth? 
tell him that il am ſick of Love. It were happy if yourDiſ- | 
e. ar args had the ſame Effect on you, to make you 
riſe andiſeek him more earneſtly, and go further than you 
did before. The Spouſe went a little further, ſhe went 
further than the Watchmen, before ſhe found him whom 
her Soul loved; and ſo mult you, You mult go further 
thai Miniſters, Ordinances, or Sacraments ; go and 
look beyond all to Chriſt himſelf. Go alſo further in re- 
ſpect of Diligence, Sincerity, Spirituality and Heart- 
holineſs. Do as blind Bartimeus did, when he 
thought, Chriſt was like to paſs by him without no- 
ticing him, Lule xviii. 39. He cried ſo much the more, 
q. d. Lord, paſs not by me, allow me one Word from 
thy bleſſed Mouth, one Crumb from thy gracious Hand. 
O Believer, do not limit God to the preciſe Time of 
Communicating, your Feaſt may be yet to come; for 
the Banqueting-houſe is not yet ſhut, tho the Com- 
munion Table be uncovered: Therefore ly ſtill at the 
Door, and cry ſa much the more, Lord, others are 
ſerved, and not I; N thou not one Bleſſing for me, * 
> þ | apt” 5: 
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fir ne, O my Farben; Lord, I cannot- depart without 


it, I muſt. even die at thy Threſhold,” Thus pray in Faith, 
and wait in Hope, and God will come in due Time. 
Itis good that thy Soul ſhould both hope, and quietly wait 
fir the Salvation of the Lord. n 

zaly, God's People do ſometimes get gracious To- 
keys of his Bounty and Marks of his Fayour, when 
they are not well ſenſible of it; ſo that they have 
Cauſe to ſay with Jacob at Bethel, Gen. xxviii. 16. 
Surely God was in this Place, and I knew it not. There 
may be real Communion when there is no ſenſible Com- 
munion. The two Diſciples going to Emmaus, their 
Hearts did burn with Love to Chriſt, and Chriſt con- 
verſed with them, when yet they knew it not. Or they 
may ſometimes reckon what they have got at the Sa- 


crament to be nothing, becauſe they got hot what they 


were expecting. They were perhaps expecting Peace, 
Comfort, or Joy, which they have not found; and 
this makes them overlook any Revivings or Smokings 
of Grace which now are begot in their Hearts. Haſt 
thou, O Communicant, got a Crumb of Grace, do 


not undervalue it tho' it be ſmall, but be humble 


and thankful for it, for ſurely it is more than you de- 
ſerve, It is not good Manners for a Stranger, when 
invited to a great Man's Table, to carve for himſelf; 
therefore be content with God's carving for you, and 
bleſs him he hath not ſent you to the Table of Devils, 
and given you a Portion with the Damn. 
Many are apt to think nothing is a Feaſt, unleſs they 
get Smiles from God, Joy, Peace and ſenſible Manifeſta- 
tions of his Love: But there may be great Bounty 
ſhown to us without theſe ;. particularly, if you have 
got any more Senſe of Sin's Eyil, or Concern for the 
Hardneſs of your Hearts ; if you have got any high- 
er Eſteem of Chriſt, and of the Contrivance of Salva- 
tion thro* his Mediation; if you have any more Hun- 
ger and Thirſt after Chriſt, any more Love to Holineſs 
and the Ways of Chriſt, any more Defire after his'Pre- 
ſence in Duties and Ordinances, any more Senſe of 
| LI pour 
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your Need of the Fountain of his Blood: Then theſo 
are hens Tokens of his Bounty to your Souls, for 
which you have Cauſe to bleſs and magnify the Lord, 
We may enjoy the ſaving Influences of the Spiri 
when we do not feel his more abundant Cenſolations, 
God may \ graciouſly accept of us, hold Communion 
with us, and ſeal our Pardon to us, tho“ he do not 
_ teſtify it by giving in extraordinary Joys. The truel 
Communion. with God is to enjoy Communion with 
bim in his Graces, whereby our Souls are made con- 
formable unto God, and are ſtamped with his Image. 
Well, if you bave got any more Grace, be thankful 
to God, tho" you have got no more Comfort. Tho 
you do not ſpring upward in Joy, bleſs God if you root 


yourſelves more downward in Humility. Tho you do 


not enjoy much of God in the Ordinances here, yet 
be thankful if you get your Deſires more inlarged af- 
ter the full Enjoyment of God above. The Kindneſs 
of God muſt not be overlooked, nor the Day of ſmall 
Things deſpiſed; but the leaſt Crumb of Grace is to 
be noticed and received with Thankfulneſs, and this 
is the Way to get more. © n 
We are not to judge of our Profiting in Duty; and 
of our gaining by Ordinances, by our preſent: Feeli 
and Receiving of ſenſible Comforts : For the Souls o 
God's People may be in a thriving State of Grace, e- 
ven when they are much caſt down and ſharply exer- 
ciſed. Let us then ſeriouſly reflect upon our Commu- 
nicating, and ſee if we can ſay that our Hearts were 
. Gingle and fincere in the Performance of the Duty, 
and in our Covenanting with God, and if we continue 
ſtedfaſt with God therein; this may adminiſter Ground 
of Comfort to us, upon our Afﬀter-reflexion, tho” our 
Souls were not lifted up e Comfort in the 
Time of Performance. God looks not ſo much to 
People's ſudden Fits of Paſſion, or Flaſhes of Aſſecti- 
on, as he doth to the ſteady Bent and Tendency of a 


ſincere Soul. 
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harſh Thoughts of Chriſt, or at all give Credit to t 
evil Reports that Satan and our wicked Hearts would 
bring up upon his good Ways; but let us ſtill love 


and praiſe him, and ſpeak to the Commendation of 


his Grace and Bounty, whatever Way he take in deal- 


ing with us. Tho' we ſhould get no more from him, 


ſurely it is great Matter of Praiſe, if he continue to 
ſtrive with us by his Spirit, when he lets others fall 
dead aſleep ; if he keep us waking and reſtleſs without 
him, when he ſuffers others to ly ſtill in careleſs Se- 
curity ; if he kgep us ſtill 12 and waiting in the 
Way of Duty, when others are ſunk into the Gulf oſ 
Deſpair. Whoever they be that ſincerely fruſt jn Cod r 
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Mercy, their Hearts ſhall at laſt rejoice in his Salvation, 


Plal. ail. . 5 +1 
Secondly, As to the ſecond Sort of Communicants 

before mentioned, namely, thoſe of God's People, 

who cannot but acknowledge to the Praiſe of free 


Grace, that they. have been kindly dealt with at his 


Table; they have been ptivileged with ſpecial Ma- 


nifeſtations of God's Love and Fayour at this holy 


Ordinance. | 


Well then, O Believers, hath the Lord diſtinguiſh- 
ed yon from others at this Occaſion ? Hath he taken - 


you into his Banqueting-houſe, and dealt bountifully 


with yout Souls? Hath he feaſted you with the Good- 


neſs of his Houſe, and allowed you his gracious Pre- 
ſence, and the ſpecial Intimations of his Love ? Then, 
to be ſure, you-are under the higheſt Obligations of 
Love and Gratitude to bim : - God looks for more at 
your Hands than others. Be careful to give him ſuĩt- 
able Returns, and improve what you have got to his 


Glory. And, for that End, I ſhall give you the fol- 


lowing Advices;  —© SY 

I. Delight and folace yourſelves in his Preſence ; 
ſay, as in P/alm cxvi. Return to thy Reſt, O n Soul, 
for the Lird \hath dealt bountifully with thee : Make 


Chriſt's Love and Favour the beloved Centre of your 


-_ 


Soul. 


+; 
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Soul. How much did Peter, ſolace himſeif in that 


Maniſeſtation of Chriſt's Love and Glory he had on 
the Mount of Transſiguration? It is good for us ((ainh 
he) t be here. Let us build three Tabernacles, one for 
thee, one for Moſes, and one for Elias. Not a Word 
ol building one for himſelf ; he was ſo ſatisfied) and 
delighted with the Glory he ſaw in Chriſt,-that be wa 
content to ly without Doors to behold it; neither 
Cold nor Rain could make him faint or weary; | 
11. Is Chriſt come into your Soul? Take Care to 
entertain him ſyitably, and attend him duly ;' wandet 
not from his Preſence, but keep cloſs by him, and 
follow hard after him, that you may be able to ſay 
with the Pfalmiſt, I am continually with thee ; I willy 
dewn with Thoughts of him at 3 and when I awake 
l be ſtill with him. Beware of any Thing that may 
be uneaſy to him; it is a Pity that ſuch. a bleſſed 
Gueſt ſhould meet with any Diſturbance, or be {mok- 
ed out of the Houſe by Sin: O then lay à ſtria 
Charge on all your Luſts, Corruptions and worldly 
Thoughts to depart, that they ſir not up nor awoke 
your Beloved till he pleaſe, according to Cant. ii. 7. 
III. Earneſtly intreat him to ſtay with you: Say, 
Lord be not as a wayfaring Man, that turnt aſide t1 
lodge fer a Night, er a ſhort Time; but be thou my cin. 
ſtant Guneſl, And, when he mints to go away, ſtrive 
to detain and hold him by Prayer, as Abraham did 
Chriſt, Cen. xviii. 3. My Lord, if now 1 have:found 
Favour in thy Sight, paſs not away from thy Servant : 
And with the two Diſciples going to Emmaus, Lake 
xxiv. 29. ſay, Lord, abide with us ; for it is towards 
Evening, the Day is far ſpent : And it is ſaid, thy 
. Conſtrained him, and hg went. to tarry with them. In 
like Manner plead with Chriſt, Lord, it is towards 
Night, and I know not what a black Claud is coming ou 
me or the Church ; I need thy ſirengthning Preſence before- 
hand: Lord, ſtay with me a while ; 1 know not how fur 
I may go, and what Storms I may meet with, ere 1 gt 
another ſuch Meal, * Te? . 11 0 


IV. Set 


S-5DY 
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Iv. set Conſcience to the Watch-tower of thy Soul, 
charge it to keep its Poſt, and ſtrictly examine all 
that go out and all that come in, what Thoughts go 
out from the Heart, and what Temptations are ſeek - 
ing to come in: And when Luſts come knocking at 
the Gate, ſeeking Entrance into the Heart, anſwer 
them according to that Word, Ezek. xliv. 2, 3. It 
is for the Prince ; the Lord God hath entred in by it, 
therefore it ſhall be ſbut ; it ſhall be patent to none but 
Chriſt, O it is fad when Conſcience falls aſleep, ſuf- 


| fers an Enemy to come up to the Gates, and enter in- 


to the City, without giving Warning. Charge Con- 
ſcience then to watch, and give timeous Warning a- 
gainſt every Luſt and Temptation, againſt every De- 
clining of Affections or backſliding of Heart, and 
againſt every wrong or untender Step that may blot 


your Evidences or darken your Sky; for tho“ a Be- 


liever cannot loſe his Salvation, yet he may loſe the 
Foy of his Salvation, Pſal. li- = de left to grope in 
the Dark in a moſt uncomfortable State, without Sun 
or Stars appearing to him for many Days. 

V. Delight to think on Chriſt. Let your Medita- 


lion of him be ſweet ; remember him on your Bed, and 


meditate on him in the Night-watches; let bim ly as's 
Bundle of Myrrh all Night betwixt your Breaſts, i. e. 
in your Heart, Carry him up and down in your 
Thoughts all'the Day : Mind what a View you got 


of Chriſt at his own Table, think on what he has 


done and ſuffered ;. what a Sea of Wrath, what a Sca 
of Blood, a Sea of Tears, a Sea of Sufferings and Sor- 
rows he did wade through, to bring Redemption and 
Pardon to you. If we rightly conſidered what Coſt 
and Pains Chriſt hath been at for us, we might won - 
der how he ſhould be one whole Hour together out 
of his Peoples Minds: Oh what a Shame is it to for- 
get him! We fee, a worldly Man doth not weary to 
think of his Money, Lands, Buildings and Plantings, - 
for a whole Day or Week to an End; but, alas! we 
weary to think on precious Chriſt and Heaven for 
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an Hour or two: O let us lament this Plague, and 
beſeech our bleſt Phyſician to cute it. LIN 
VI. The more you ſee of Chriſt and his Beauty; be 
ſtill defirous of further Diſcoveries of it: if you 
ſhared of this holy Feaſt, you will find it both ſatiſ. 
fies and begets an Appetite. No doubt Mofes was t. 
viſhed with Divine Contemplations through the = 
Days he converſed with God in the Mount; yet, at: 
ter he comes down from it, he ſtill longs for more, 
and cries, Exod. xxxiii. 18. I befeech thee, ſhew me thy 
Glory. In like Manner, thirſt and pray for furthe 
Diſcoveries. of the King in his Beau yx. 
VII. Take Pleaſure in commending Chriſt to o- 
thers, and ſhewing what a lovely Saviour and choice 
. Maſter he is; invite them to come tafte and ſee that he 
ii good. Let his Name be ſweet and ſavoury to you, 
delight in mentioning it. How ſweet was his Name 
to Paul? For in 1 Cor. i. and the firſt thirteen Ver- 
ſes of that Chapter, he mentions his Name no leſs than 
twelve Times; he could never get enough of that 
ſweet Name 7eſus, that rings with Salvation; he ſome» 
times there mentions it twice in one Verſes © 
VIII. Remember that Satan envies you, and ehe 
you as a Pirate doth a richly loaden Ship, and will do 
what he can either to rob you of your Treaſure, or 
give you a troubleſome Voyage: You may expect 
Trials on the Back of this Feaſt, arid it may be from 
Hands that ye would little expect; but reſolve, what» 
ever Temptations come, or Winds do blow, that you 
will cleave to your Maſter, and never weary of bis 
Work and Service: Say to him, as the Hebrew Ser- 
vant to his Maſter, Deut. xv. 16. I will not go away 
from thee, becauſe I love thee and thine Houſe, and be- 
cauſe I am well with thee. I am fure, O Believer, thou 
haſt far better Reaſon to ſay ſo than any elſe; there 
is no Drudgery in Chriſt's Service, you have the belt 
Maſter, the beſt Work, and the beſt Wapes:-Have 
you not found him kind to you at this Time? Will 
you ever forget it? You have at this Time eaten po 
| N tifulſy 


—* 


> =» 8 
8 


3223 8538 838 


— \ " I. 


* * 
g / ey” 


/ — 
3 


d after Parta ting. 8 14) 271 
fully of bis Bread, O do not lift ap the Heel againſt 
hin ; never betray him, nor give a Wound to his In- 
tereſt any more. eg Hus 
1X. Be much concerned for his Glory, and for the 
Advancement of his Kingdom. Pity theſe who are 
Strangers to him, and pray for them; ſend Portions 
to them for whom nothing is provided: Pity others 
who have not win your length, and put in a Word 
for them; pray for a Crumb to them from that full 
Table at which you have been feeding ſo plentiſully. 
x. Hath Chriſt been dealing more kindly. with you 


than others? Then he expects you will do more for 


him than others, Mat. v. 47. He hath done ſingu- 
lar Things for you; ſee that you do ſingular Things 
for him: Carry as becomes his peculiar People. Be 
not content with common Mercies, or ſuch Portions as 
Baſtards may have: Be not content with common Gras. 
ces, Gifts and Attainments, ſuch as Hypocrites may 
have : Be not content with common Converſations ; live. 


not as the Men of the World, whoſe Hearts are ſet 
on Things below, but live above the World, have 


your Feet where other Mens Heads are: Shew ſo. 
much Humility, Mortification, Patience, Heavenli- 
neſs and Charity in your Walk, that the World may 
not only take notice that you have been with Jeſus, 
but that you deſign to lodge and live _— with 
us. Live not according to common Fxampies, but 
st Chriſt and his Saints before you for Patterns: 
And, whatever others do about you, reſolve to ſtand. 
for Chriſt, tho” it were alone; ſay with Jaſbua, As: for. 
ne and my Houſe, wwe will ſerve our covenanted. Gol. 
Xl. Labour to keep ſtill up a lively and ſpiritual 
Frame of Soul, and beware of loſing what you have; 
be ſenſible that you are not able to maintain it more 
than to beget it: you have many Enemies ſeeking to 
rob you of it; walk with a holy Suſpicion and Jea- 
louſy, as à Traveller, having much Money about him, 
ſuſpects every one he meets for a Thief. Delight 
in Chriſtian Fellowſhip ; one Live- coal helps _—_ 
| ndle 
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kindle others, and to keep them burning, Hob. x. 30, 
25. Let us conſider one another, to | "ry to Love ond 
good Mors: Not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves ty, 
gether, as the Manner 55 ſome ig, but exhorting one n 
other. Again, be tender and circumſpect in your 
Walk; for a tender Walk keeps up a tender Frame, 
Beware of the Cares of the World, and Earthly- mind · 
 ednefſs; for, if you thruſt a Knife into the Earth, it 
blunts its Edge. Frequent Sacrament Occaſions, and 
thoſe Heart-warming Ordinances which God hath ap- 
pointed ſor your Souls 3 —— Call your 
Hearts frequently to account; ſay, O my Soul, b 
it with thee now? Time was, thou hadſt à good Frans, 
good Motiont and Deſires ; What's become of you now?! 
Such a Chamber, 2 Place in the Field, ſuch a'Kirt 
or - Communion-table, can witneſs the Meltings 
Heart, and Flowings of thy Afﬀettions towards Chriſt 
and Things above: Where are they nnw ?——— But, 2. 
bove all, be much in ſecret Prayer, and in the Exer- 
ciſe of Faith on Chriſt the Fountain of Life :'Intruſt 
your Hearts and Frames to his keeping, who is your 
great Friend and Surety ; ſay believingly with the 
Pſalmiſt, Lord, be Surety for thy Servant for Good: In- 
to thy Hands, O Lord, I commit my-Spirit ; for thou haſt 
redeemed me, O God of Truth: Let thy everlaſting arme 
be underneath me, and hold up my Goings. Plead 
for the conſtant Supplies of his Spirit, that he, who' * 
is as the Dew to 1/rael, may aford Oil to your Cha- 
riot-wheels, and Wind to your empty Sails. You 
have need to watch and pray, for Satan is ſtill going 
about; this old crooked Serpent can wind himſelf in 
at a very narrow Hole; he hath many cold Froſt- 
winds to freeze up your Affections, many deceitful 
Charms to lull you aſleep; you may fleep, but he ne. 
ver ſleeps. O Communicant, watch; for, if he find 
you aſleep, he will ſoon (teal away the living Child, 
and lay a dead one in its Room: God ſave you from 
this dead Sleep. i 
„ XII. Have 
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XII. Have you taſted of God's Goodneſs at this 


2 


ond Occaſion ? Sit not down ſatisfied; in what you have got; 
. bet let it excite, in you earneſt Loggings for Heaven, 


where the full Feaſt is. Theſe are but the Foretaſtes 


5 nd Firſt-ſruits of the promiſed Land, ſent to wean 

me. your Hearts from the World, and ſharpen. your. De- 

nd. lires after the Canaan that is above, where theſe Firſt- 

it fruits do grow and are fully ripe. . A Cammunion- Saz. 
nd. bath is the likeſt Thing we have in the World to that | 
ap- everlaſting Sabbath that is above: But, how ſmall are 

dur the Comforts of the lower Tahje, if compared with 

+ Wh the higher Table? What is a Sacramentſeaſt, here, 

1. to the Marriage · ſupper of the Lamb? What is drink - 

we ing of the Fruit of the Vine here, to the drinking it 

Gelb new with Chriſt in his Father's Kingdom, where the 
thy glorious Heavens will be the Room, and the heavenly ' * 
rift Holts the Attendants ? Here we feed on Chriſt by Sym- | 
* bols and Sacraments, and have but bad Appetites; but 

_ there they enjoy and ſee him as he is: Here are ma- 

ut. ny Traitors and unworthy. Communicants that thruſt 

zur WH themſelves in among the Children ; but there no - 
the 4, nor unfurniſhed Gueſt, can come, nor any Thing 


hr. that can impair the Glory of that Feaſt. . What is the 
oft Singing of P/alms here, to the Muſick of Angels there ? 
155 Had you been with the Shepherds; Luke ii. and ſeen 
ad ec . Ned the Maltiznce of the * 
bo Holt praifing God, ſaying, Glory ro, Cod in the, bigheſt, 
N ä 2 DF Good-will wed? Men, you Cas 
ou never have forgot that glotious Sight and Sound; 
ng n O that is little to what you ſhall ſee and hear a- 
* ove. 7770 aan of oi 2d 
ſt. The greateſt Manifeſtations of God here below, are 
fat: dot a faint. Shadow. of the | beatifick Viſion. above. 
e- When Moſes was talking a little with God in the 
ad W Mount, and ſaw his Back- parts from the Cleſts of the 
Id, Rock, it made his Face ſa glorious, that the People 
om could not behold; it without a Vail: But, © bow 
will Mo/#f Face and all about him ſine now! Jt was | 
| 7". Ws 
M m | 
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little that he ſaw then, to what he ſees now, and what 
we (if Believers) will ſee ere long. 
Peter was ſo tranſported on the Mount with a Sipke 
of Chriſt's Transfiguration, and Meſer and Elias 
ing with Him, that he was in an Extaſy of Admirat. 
on, and ſaid, Maſter, it is good for us to" be here, ly 
us build Tabernacles, 4 d. Let us dwell ſtill here, md 
not go down way yon vain em by World again: here's bette 
any urer Delights. But, O how much more 
| eter raviſhed with Wonder now! This was but! 
fal Part of that Glory, which Peter and the Saints 
above ſee there. 
| O Believers, you ought. on a Communion-d 
get up to the Mount of. Meditation, as M 75 di iy 
Mount Nebo, and view this promiſed Lan ; and, as 
ye dey i PE: ought to long for it, and alſo refoice in 
f the Glory of God, and ſay, O ſhall Tere lng 
7 22 that One hundred and forty four thouſand that 
follow the Lamb? Shall I bear 8 Part in that heavenh 
Conſort ? Shall all Tears be K from my yer? Shall 


77 dying Body be turned into @ glorious Star ? Shall 
| e ee, ever with the Lord, and drink of the Rivers.of 
Plegfere that run clear as Cry tal alongſt 25 Banks of 
Eternity, and whoſe Streams fy ate 222 of God? 


And ſpall not my Heart leap for at the 5055 1 
o- The Ny 25 i is far rbb B ay is at 25 the 
Sun is ot the riſt ing, and, will not a Believer rejoice in 
Hope of it ? 
The Wi/e Men, when they but ſaw the Star that 
inted out where Chriſt was, yet it is ſaid, They re. 
Joiced with exceeding great Foy, Mat, ii. 10. But, 0 
believing Communicant, thou wilt ſhortly fer the Star 
of Facet; namely;>Chriſt himſelf, who is the bright 
rning-ſtar, ſhining in his Glory; and, will not 
that cauſe far more Joy to thee ? 1 'the* Diſciples re- 
- turned from the Sepulchre with great Joy, whed wh or} 
but got the News that Chriſt was riſen from the Dead 


what Joy will it be to thee, to ſee” him riſen and ri 
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ing in his Glory, and thyſelf raiſed fam the Grave 
to reign eternally with him. | 

Well then, let a Gommunion-day, and the- Comforts 
of it, put thee in mind of that happy State, and raiſe 
ſuitable Deſires and Affections in thee 5 it, and 


make thee long and fa 
to enter into me now, 


=; pr Lord, theſe Joys ere ſoo great 
make me fit to enter into them ! 

Loſily, As far as Time and Strength can allow, the 
Evening of a Communion- Sabbath ſhould;be ſpent in 
Secret and Family Duties. I acknowledge cur frail 
Bodies may be much fatigued by our long Attendance, 
Intenſeneſs and Abſtinence this Day: But O if we 
could ſay this Evening. (and particularly Miniſters 
and Elders, who had greater Work this Day upon 
their Hands than others) that tho* we may be weary 
with our Work, yet we are not weary of our Work ; for 
it is Chriſt's Work, which is both pleaſant and pro- 
fitable, and carries its own Reward in its Boſom ! - 

And ſince your Bodies.muſt be refreſhed this Night, 
and you muſt entertain ſome Fellowſhip with others, 
there ought to be a more divine and heavenly Air up- 
on your Converſations at this Time than ordinary: 
Let your Carriage and Diſcourſe be ſuch as becomes 
thoſe who have been on the Mount this Day with 
God, that others may take notice of vou, that you 
have been with Jeſus. . 

When you ſee: the Table covered this Night, or 
Supper ſet upon it, you may think or ſay, Now I am 
come from a Gommunion-table to a common Table ; from 
72 of the Upper-ſprings, to ſhare of the Nether- : 

bring ; from feeding on Manna, to eat the Bread that 
— eth : How 5 is the Change of my Fore! Lord, 
let not this Table be 4 Snare to me, nor anywiſe tend ta 
divert my Mind either from the ſweet Table 1 have been 
at, or that bleſt Table above I would be at. We may 
likewiſe take Occaſion to admire the infinite Bounty 
and Goodneſs of God to both our Souls and Bodies: 
O what Pains and Coſt he is at with us At our com - 


mon Tables we ſeg his Beaſts killed to — 
lie 
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Liſe of our Bodies, and ut the Communion «tebli we 
- have ſeen his dear Son ſlain to preſerve the Leg 
our Souls. In the laſt Place, Keep a i watchful 
upon all your Thoughts:and Words this Night 1 look 
well to the Frames of your Souls. Hath God % 
abroad his Love this Day in your Hearts then d 
+ yourſelves in the Love / Cod. Ly down this N 
with ſweet Thoughts of Obriſt, ſervently praying for 
a rich Bleſſing upon the Day's Work, and for his pri- 
cious Preſence. on the Morrow, that the NN 
the grand N 25 ieverett. Arch 22006 
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Emember, you ide tern e Evendiitig with Bod, 
and raking folemn Vows on yourſelves at We 
Lord's Table; ſee that your Converſations be ſuſt. 
able hereuntg.” Vou have been admitted to great Ho- 
nours and ſpetial Privileges; ſte then ther ye er 1 
your Thankfulneſs to God the Author of your, Mer- 
cies, by the Love of your Hearts, the Praifes of your 
Lips, and Exemplarineſs of your Lives. Hut mbre 
particularly, obſerye theſe following Directions: 
I. Study to le true and faithful Soldiers to Jour Ce- 
neral, whoſe Golours you have folemnly ſworn tb. © Vo 
have come under 4 Sacramental Oath to God ſee 
that you keep it ſacred and inviolable. The Pſalwilt 
gives itas a Mark of a Man that will po to Heaven, 
 P/al. xv, that he keeps his Oaths and Promiſes, e- 
ven tho' it ſhould be to his Hurt and Prejudice. 
How much more then ſhould a Man be careful to 
keep his Oaths and Engagements he comes under to 
God in the Sacrament, when it is greatly for his G60d 
and Advantage ſo to do? © n be 1 


— 


ap 
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ful to the Cora of your Salvation, abide by his 
Standard, dele 
not over to his Enemies Camp. Remember what he 


bath done and ſuffered for you, and let the Loye of 
Chriſt conſtrain you to abide with him, , Plutarch tells 
us of the Soldiers of Pompey, that when he could not 
keep them in the Camp by any Perſuaſion, yet when 
Pompey threw | himſelf on the Ground, om RA þ 
will gb, 5e ſhall trample' on your Generale: It is faj 


They were overcome and perſuaded to ſtay. Sa yỹ , 


General, Chriſt, when in the Garden, threw hinfelf” 
on the Ground, wreſtling in an Agony, to ſave you 
from Sin, and ſtop your Career to Hell: O then do 


not trample on your General, but ſtop your ſelf.de- 


ſtroying Courſe, and abide with your Saviour. We 
read, 2 San. xx. 12. that David's Soldiers, while 
marching very faſt, when they ſaw the dead Body of 
Amaſa in the Way (viz. their General wallowing in 
Blood) they ſtopt their March and ſtood ſtill. O 
Communicant, 'tho' formerly thou haſt been march- 
ing furiouſly in the Ways of Sin, yet when thou ſeeſt 
the mangled, wounded, pierced and crucified Body 
of thy Saviour before thee, thou ſhouldſt ſtop thy 
Courſe, and proceed no ſurther. Oh, do not tram- 


ple on thy wounded General, do not deſpiſe his bleed- 


ing Wounds, nor forget his dying Love. Keep ſted- 
taſtly your Sacramental Oath, and never act contrary 
to it. Beware of plotting againſt him, or correſpond- 
ing with Traitors. Let it never be heard that any of 
Chriſt's fworn Soldiers ſhall either deſert or. betray 
their rendwned General. If you would be faithful 
Soldiers to Chriſt* your General, then carefully obey 
his Orders, couragiouſly adhere to his Intereſt, vali- 
antly fight for his Cauſe, manfully reſiſt his Enemies, 
and abide by his Standard to the very laſt. Be thou 


* 


Life, Rev. ii. 10. 


faithful to the Death, and thin. ſhalt get the Grown" of 


* 
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bim not in the Day of Battle, go 
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Study fo be cee and diligent in o cut of 
" new Obedience, after the Sacrament... .. 


* . * Abs 3% wt 211 a N een 8 * 
Wo U. ſhould now walk circumſpectly, be mom 


humble and pious towards God, more juſt aud 
righteous towards Man, and more ſober and | 
towards yourſelves. . Have a ſincere Reſpect to every 
commanded Duty: Keep the Sabbath more exactly, 
hear more attentively, pray more fervently, meditate 
more frequently, and fee to watch over your Hearts, 
your Words, and your Ways more diligently; that 
ſo you may pleaſe God, walk worthy of. Chriſt, walk 
worthy of the Covenant, of the Sacrament; of the 
Kingdom, of the Goſpel and Grace of God. Let your 
pr ent Deportment be anſwerable to your future Pre- 
rment; and ſee that there be ſome Proportion be · 

twixt your Privileges and your Duties. 
It ſhould be with a Man after his Communion with 
God in the Sacrament. as it was with Jacob after his 
Communion with God id Bethel, Gen. xxix. 1. Then 
Jacob /ift up his Feet, (as it is in the Original) and 
came into the Land of the People of the Eaft. Aſter 
Jace had met with God, then he lift up his Feet, 
f. e. he went on his Journey with Strength, with Spi- 
rit and Chearſulneſs. So; after we have had Fellow- 
ſhip: with God in the Sacrament, we ſhould, in the 
Strength of that Meal, lift up our Feet, and go on 


| chearfully and reſolutely in our Journey towards 


Heaven. Nay, we ſhould, like 7Zehoſhaphat, not on- 
ly have our Hands and Feet, but alſo our Hearts hift 
up in the Ways of the Lord. We ſhould now run his 


Etrands molt readily, ſing in his Ways, and ſerve 


him with Alacrity. When God calls us to any Du- 

ty, we ſhould preſently anſwer the firit Intimation of 

his Witl; Speak, Lord, for thy Servant heareth. O 

17 2 A 1 Commupicant, 
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communicant, thou oughteſt now to be ſwift to hear 
every one of God's Calls; be like the Pſalmiſt, Hal. 
xxvii. 8. When thou ſaidſt, Seek ye my Fate; m Heart ? 
ſaid unto thee, Thy Face, \Lord, will I ſeek, "Though | 
before'T have neglected to ſeek thee in publick with 
others, and in private dy myſelf, and been, alas, ve- 

ry negligent in the Duties of thy Worſtip ; yet nos 
Iwill begin to 22 the 98 prai "_ 22 * 
and pray diligently, not only in Society others, 
but Fd by myſclt in ſecret; and do ail theſ Duties 

of Holineſs mine Oath at the Sacrament dot bind me 
unto. And ſte that you reſolve and perſorm all theſe, 
leaning to the Strength of your: covenanted Redeemer. 

„ rt Oh 1 41 „erte W151. 8 


DIRE CTFON BE 
Abandon all your former known Sins, and ſtrif- 
ly guard againſt them after the Satrament. * 


Emember what Paul ſaith, Eph. iv. 28. Let him 
| R that ſtole, ſteal no more, &c. In lie Manner, 
ſay I, let him that profaned God's Name; profane it 
no more; let him that ſwore by Faith, Conſcience, &c. 
ſwear no more; let him that lied, lie no more; let 
him that uſed to break the Sabbath, drink drunk, cheat, 
be unclean, &c. do ſono more. Hath Chriſt been 
waſhing you in the Laver of his Blood? O do not go 
back to wallow in the Mire. Did he ſpeak Peace to 
you at the Table? O do not turn again to Folly... 
Leet never that be charged upon Communicante, that 


W 
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” 
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ds was laid to {/rae!'s Charge of old, Rod, xxxil. 6. 

* The People ſat down. to cat and to drink, and roſe up te 

if play. Oh, will any fit down to eat and to driuꝶ at the 

is Lord's Table, and then riſe up to play the Wanton, 

de play the Prodigal, play the Apoſtate, and join with, _ 
* the Enemies of God? Surely, O "Communicant, If 

of MW *hou ſhouldſt de ſo, thy Sins will not be of an/ordi- 


nary Dye; they will be very hainouſly aggravated, and 
far more grievous and piercing to Jeſus Chriſt than 
. the 


a. 
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the Sins oſ many others. David was 'nor:much/troys 
blediat Shimei's Railing, but Alſalom's Rebellion pierced 
his very Soul, 2 Sam. + xvi. 1. Behold, ny Saß ub, 
cume forth of my Bowels, freketh my\ Life. So may Chf 
ſay, The ſins of the Wicked are no ſurpriſing !Thing, 
but the Sins of Communicants are very piercing: He 
that did eat Bread with me, bath ſt up * Hari ogainf 
de, Pfal. xli. 9. ige 

0 Believer, hath Chriſt delivered W Sin and 
| Satan, Hell and Wrath; and, wilt thou rebel again 
thy Deliverer? Ob, wilt thou thus requite the Lori 
for chis marvellous Loving-kindneſs? Mayſt thou not 
lay with the Few, after their Return from the Bah 
, loniſk Captivity, Ezra ix. 13, 14. After ſuch a Deli. 
verance as this, ſbould T.aggin break thy Commagament;, 
wouldſt thou not be angry with me, till thou hadſPeconſun- 
ed ne If I ſhould again join with the Wicked, and 
return to my old Sins, Oh what a dreadful, 2 in 
108 bene I look for! - 


=” 


* 
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Py 2 watchful bye, and a ſtrong, Guard Fo 
gaiaſt the Temptations of Satan, aus log 
"Bac#'9 "of a a Sacrament. 1 


Fun. deere buy, nor more „ett to 
tempt and draw Men to Lin, than when they are 
new come ſrom the Lord's Table: Why ? He is &. 
ceeding malicious, and hellith in his Fanjity apainſt 
Souls; aud he knows, if de can draw them Ls Sin 
upon the Back- of ſuch a near Approach to God, it is 
the Way to make their Sins out of Meaſure ſinful be⸗ 
ſore God, and exceedingly to widen the Breach be- 

twixt God and their Souls. Look how Sennac heril 
dealt with Heneliah after he had reformed the Church, 
ſettled the Worſhip of God, and put all in good Order, 
a lion, x: XXRiL. 1. There 1 fad, Mer 32 Foy, 


» 
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| 4rd the Eſtabliſpment thereof, Sennacherib King f Als *_ 
ous ſyria came and entred into Judah, and 'encamped againſt Fe 
reed the fenced Cities, and thought to win them' for himſelf. 
bich n like Manner doth Star deal with Gommunicants, _ 
hriſt after they have been at the Sacrament, and have re- 
ing, newed their Covenant with God, and eſtabliſhed their 
He WM Refolitions againſt the Commilſſion' of Sin, and for | 
vint WW the Perfotmance of Duty: Aſter theſe things will the 
* Devil come with all his Forces, and encamp àgainſt 
and the fenced Cities, (the Communicants Hearts) and 
ind WH (-ck to win them for himſelf. He hath an Army of 
ord Wl $tratagems, Wiles, Devices, Snares and Temptations | 
not always at Command; and he lays many Ambduſhments 
ah. againſt the Communicant: Oh what need have we to 
ell. be on our Guard after ſuch a ſolemn Ordinance, and 


to labour to foreſee and prevent Saten's helliſh De- 

figns againſt us ! It were happy if we could ſay with - 

the Apoſtle, We are not ignorant of his DNevices.: _ + 

O Communicant, when Satan comes to tempt theme 

to Sin after the Sacrament, ſay, What! wouldſt thon 
have me perjured before God? Shall I, who have been 

at God's Table, and have ate and drunk with him, | 
lift up my Heel againſt him ? Shall I take the Mem- * 
ders of Chriſt, and make them the Members of an - 


ot » 3 
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the Harlot? Shall I defile. that Body, wherein he hath 
nut choſen to refide ? Shall I force him ont of his Habita- 
90 tion by any Impurity, or offend him by entertaining 
we noiſome Thoughts, or the vile Suggeſtions of that un- 
he clean Spirit? Shall theſe Hands, that have received 
* the ſacred Elements, work Deceit ? Shall theſe Eyes, 
in that bave been filled with. Tears at the Lord's Table, 
zin de filled with Luſt or Envy ? Shall the Mouth, that hath 
Fx drunk of the conſecrated Wine, be full of rotten Diſ- 
4 courſe? Imitate Fo/zph when tempted, flee with Haſte out 
«4 of Temptation's Way, and ſay, How ſhall Ido thinfichs 
„%, and ſin againſt God? Or ſay, with the Spouſe, 7 


have waſhed ny Feet, How ſhall 1 defile them? - 1 have 
waſhed my Soul, how ſhall I pollute it with Sin? I have 
. 18881 Nu pg taken 


* 


on- table is removed. As the Hruelites in the Wi 


[ 


aken on with Chriſt, and how ſkall I turn my Back 
on ſo good a Maſter ? Get thee behind me, Satan. Mi, 


11 
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Study that blefſed Art of improving and feeding 
on the Sacrament, and 4 ue l eſus re. 
preſented therein, after you are gone from ii. 
E ſhould not only feed on Chriſt while at the 


2 Sacrament, but we ſhould continue to feed on 
- Chriſt, the Matter of this Feaſt, when the Communi- 


dernefs, they did not only drink of the Rock when 
were at it, but, after they were removed and gone 
from it, they ſtill continued to drink of it. But, how 
could that be? The Apoſtle tells us, that #he Rick 
followed them, 1 Cor. x. 4. i. e. the Water that ifſu- 
ed out of the Rock followed them as they journeyed, 
in all their Stages and Removes. So, when we'ire 
gone from the Clefts of the Rock that were ſtreaming 
to us in the Sacrament, we ſhould continue to make 
uſe of theſe Streams, and ſhare of the Virtue and Ef. 
ficacy of this Water of Life, which follows us, and 
ſtreams after us, all the while we are travelling inthe 
Wilderneſs of this World, till we come home to the 
heavenly Canaan. And as the Streams of the Rock 
not only followed, but alſo accompanied the 1/-aelites 
and run before them too, ſo we muſt have Chriſt with 
us, and ud him in every Step of our Journey, 
and likewiſe have our Eye ſtill upon him as our Gui 
and Leader to Heaven. O that we could learn the 
 heavenly-Art of living by Faith on the Son of God, 
by a continued Dependence on him, and making Ap- 
plication 1 Ii for ee und” Iu 
 #ighteou/ne/5 for removing our Guilt, and juſtifying 
| pri beſore God's and Strength for 110 
ing Duties, conquering Luſts, and bearing o 
95 | "0 
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o that we could come with our daily Sins and Pollu- | 
tions to a crucified Jeſus, and make renewed and dai 
ly Application of that Blood we were bathing our 
Souls with in the Sacrament ! May we ſtill drink of 
the ſpiritual Rock, and daily find the Virtue, Eſhea- 
ey and Benefit of the Sacrament following and ſtream- 
ing after us while we are in the Wilderneſs ! May we 
conſtantly meditate on the Love and Death of our 
lovely Jeſus, carry the Print of the Nails in our Hearts, 
and continually bear about with us the Dying of the 
Lord Jeſus, - that we may ſtill look to him, draw 
Nouriſhment from him, and walk on in the Strength 
of the ſpiritual Meal we have been receiving, till we 
come to Perfection!!! (4 229 Zen ee 


" DIRECTION' u. 


Endeavour to keep up the Ii vely and laſting Im . 
. preſſion of the V agus of God upon you. 


Onſider ſeriouſly the Engagements you have come 
under at the Sacrament : ou have done like 
the People of Fudah in Nehemiah's Time, Neh. x. 29. 
who entered into a Curſe and an Oath to walk in Gods 
Law, and to obſerve and do all the Commandments. 
of the Lord. It is a ſolemn Oath, and a fearful Im- 
Ner- you come under at the Lord's Table, to be 
ithſul Subjects and Servants to Chriſt: You ſwear 
Allegiance to the King of Heaven over the broken 
Body and ſhed Blood of the Lamb of God: You im- 
precate upon yourſelves, that a Cup of Wrath may be 
Put in your Hands, . inſtead of the Cup of the New 
' Teſtament, if you deal falſly with God in his Covenant, 
which you do here ſeal. Now, if you perjure your» 
elves, conſider the Hazard; you incux not only all the 
Curſes of God's Law, but the ſore Vengeance of his 
Goſpel alſo: Vou not only draw down upon you the 
Wrath of a juſt God, but. likewiſe the Wrath of 4 
| . mercifu} 
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- merciful Mediator; and whom have you to intedpgfe 
for you, if he be againſt you; 51 hgh 
O Communicant, if thou ſhouldſt, like Sfr 
break all theſe Bands aſunder, and venture to 
that Sacrifice away from the Altar, which thou hadſt 
on to it with ſuch ſtrong Cords. of Coe NI 
ovenants ; mayſt thou not expect to bring Firefr 
the Altar alongſt with it, that will conſume 2 
here are ſome wha remember their Vows no ſong | 
er than the Sacrament laſts : While they are at the 
Lord's Table, they have perheps ſome Senſe of thet 
Obligations to ſerve God and leave Sin; but, when 
they riſe and depart from the Table, the Senſe of 
their Engagements departs from them; I have read uf 
the 4by//ines, that after the Sacrament they think it 
not lawful for them to ſpit that Day till the-Setting of 
the Sun. This is Superſtition in them, but yet their 
Superſtition will riſe up in judgment againſt the pro- 
fane Carriage of many after the Sacrament. ' Would 
they not fpit that Day? What ſhall we think of theſe 
who ſo ſoon forget their Vows, that they do not ſtick 
to ſpit in Chriſt's. Face on that very Day they eat h 
Bread, by their looſe and ungodly Practices aſter- 
wards ! FC | a N 5 | N "RO b 2112 
There are others not quite fo grofs, that will lay 
"themſelves under ſome Reſtrictions ſor a Day or two 
after the Sacrament ; but then, alas; 2 
their Engagements, and return to their former finful 
Liberties. Oh, doth the Sacramental Covenant bind 
but for a Day or two? Doth the Efficacy of chat ſo. 
lemn Ordinance laſt no longer with you? Is not the 
Bond thereof as ſtrong on thy Conſcience the next 
Month, or the next Year, as the very Day thou re- 
eeiveſt? The Sacrament of Bopti/m is but once admi- 
niſtred, and that in our-Infancy ; and yet we own tliat 
the Baptiſmal 'Vow and Covenant doth bind to 'the 
Day of ohr Death, tho' we ſhould live an hundred 
Fears. Now, is it not the ſame Covenant and Vow 
we renew at the Lord's Supper, which we * in 
„n * ; - | ap: 


* 


— 
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KY after Partaling. 110 285 
Baptiſm? Why, then, ſhould not the Bond in this 
Var Sacrament! be as binding and laſting as zn the other? 

n, o Communitant, keep up always upon thy Spirit 

tch a freſh Senſe of thy Sacramental Covenant; renew 
hadft the Impreflions thereof every Morning in thy ſecret 
s and Retirements, and then thou wilt be in better Caſe to 
fron Wl deat off all Temptations to Apoſtacy through the 
25 Day. Say ſtill to Temptations, Tempt me not from 
ong- my Allegiance and Fidelity; the Vows of God are 
tithe WI upon me, ſealed at the Sacrament, and jrecorded in 
their Heaven: Not one of my Fellow-communicants, but 
when will be Witneſſes for God, that they ſaw me perſo- 
ſe of nally and publickly own and renew my Covenant with 
ad of him : Wherefore, for my Oath's Sake, and thoſe that 
nk it fat with me, I will not do this Evil and fin againſt 
ng of Cod. Shall I alienate and pollute the Heart fo ſo- 
their lemnly devoted to God? Shall I make light of my 
pro- Oath, turn difloyal to my King, and falſe to my God? 
ould Shall I ever be ſo ingrate or perſidious, as forget his 


theſe Kindneſs to me, or my, Vows to him? Shall he eſcape . | 


tick that doth ſuch Things ? or, ſhall he break the Cove- 
f his nant and be delivers? Fs 
ſter- Thou haſt great Need to pray that God may fix 
W's the laſting Impreſhon of thy Vows upon thy Heart: 
for it is — deceitful, prone to i God, and 
gad after the Vanities of Time. Cry with the Pſal- 
miſt, P/al. cxix. 36, 37. Iucline my Heart unto thy 
Teſtimonies, and not unto E : Turn away mine 
Eyes from beholding Vanity, and quicken thou mz in thy 
May. Let me never be ſo eager upon the World, as 
to forget to retire to converſe with my Saviour: Let 
me never ſo perplex myſelf with worldly Buſineſs, as 
to omit to pray, to meditate, to read, and ſing due 
Praiſes to my God. No, no; I will ſay to the World 
and all Time's Things, I am not at my own Dil- 
poſal: I have ſworn, and will perform, that I will keep. 
God's righteous Judgments, O how deeply am I ob- 
liged to him that has paid my Debt! What ſhall 
I render unto the Lord? Lord, tho* I can do nothing 
9 that 


K 


* 
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-, | that is ſatisfatory, let me do ſomething 'pritulatas, 
- Chriſt gave himſelf a Sin · offering for me, let me give 
myſelf a Thank-offering to him: Let me offi 
myſelf a living Sacrifice. to my Redeemer, who 9 
up himſelf a dying Sacrifice for my Redemption! - 


See that you trucify Sin, after you hows. been 
" ſeeing Chriſt crucified ſet forth before your 


yes in the Sacrament. 
, | : 


J AT H Sin been ſo cruel as to put to Death the 
Son of God? See that henceſorth you have no 
Pity upon the Murderer of Chriſt your Saviour. 4. 
Saul eyed David to kill him, ſo do you eye theſe 
Traitors, your Sins, from this Day forward to kill 
and deſtroy them. Never correſpond or parley with 
them any more; never entertain a Hevert Thought 
of them, nor give them a kind Look again, ſeeing 
they have done ſo borrid and inexcuſable a Deed. 
O Communicant, haſt thou ſeen Chriſt ſtrugglin 
to ſatisfy Juſtice for Sin, and fave thee from it ; And 
will you after all chuſe wilfully to walk in Sin ? Will 
you not burn the Spear that pierced him, and break 
in Pieces the Nails that crucified him? Every one 
of Chriſt's Wounds is a Mouth opened to plead for 
your wounding and killing of Sin. Had you ſeen , 
Chriſt wreſtling in the Garden in his bloody Agony, 
ſweating great Drops of Blood, lying on the Ground; 
Had you heard him utter theſe Words, Father, if it 
be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me; Had you 1 
his Soul, beſet on all Hands by your bloody Sins, an 
even brought to 2 Nonplus, Fohn xii. 27. when he 
knew not (to ſpeak with Reverence) well what to fay;\ 
Had you ſeen him bound, led and najled to the Croſs, 
with a black angry Cloud upon his Soul, cr ing out, 
My Cod, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ; Would 
| | ; you 


2 C 


not bave vowed n Revenge upon Sin ? O cbõ = 
Les have loved or hu the Soldier, or been fond 
of the Spear that -pierced his bleſſed Side ? Well, 0 
Communicant, this thou doſt, when thou hugs thy 
Sins, and eſpecially when thou entertains thy predo- 
minant Luſt or darling Sin: Your other Sins are'as 
the Nails in his Hands and Feet; but this as the 
Spear that made a great Wound in his Side, and went 
nearer his Heart than any of the reſt, e 
Ob, never ſuffer Sin to live any more in you, that 
vould not ſuffer your Saviour to live in the World; 
never allow that a Room in your Heart, which would 
not allow him a Room amongſt the Living on Earth. 
0 beware of crucifying Chriſt afreſh. Never diſpute 
any more, when u Temptation is preſented; whether 
Chriſt or Barabbas ſhould be preferred; your Luſts 
denied, or Chriſt crueified : But preſently cry out a- 
gainſt your Luſts, Grucify them, crucify them. Have 
= ſeen God taking off your former Burdens, and 
ying them upon the Back of his dear Son, who wil- 
lingly took them on for you, tho* they preſſed him 
down to the Earth? O then go not to lay any more 
15 Loads upon him. Hath he taken you and waſhen 
5 you from your Sins in his own Blood ? O do not re- 
, 


_ turn with the Sow that is waſhed to her wallowing in 
Ak the Mire. Hath the Lord been graciouſly ſealing the 
, Pardon of your Sins? Go not to turn his Grace into 


* Wantonneſs, by venturing to run on in a new Score. 


If you have waſhed your Feet in the Blood of the 
Lamb, O beware of defiling them again. 


mY 


DIRECTION Wl 
Walk always under the Senſe of God's all. 


KSS A 


he 70 | 4 | 
yi. ſeeing Eye upon you in every Thing you do. 
3 A Holy and circumſpe& Walk is what every Com- 
d municant ſhould endeavour, eſpecially after, the 
ou | Sacrament , 
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Sacrament ; this would tend, not only to your o 
Peace and Comfort, but alſo. to the Glory ef God, 
and the promoting of his Intereſt and Kingdom in 
the World. Were your Lives tender, circuniſped; 
and ſhining in Holineſs before the World, there would 

be little Need of Miracles te confirm; the Word, os 
convert Infidels ; for your Converſations would allure 
Strangers, and mightily recommend Religion unto 
them, ſo that they might thereby be drawn to ſeek 

Acquaintance with the God of holy Communicants, 
as Nebuchadnezzar was with the God of Daniel - And 
thus you would be Inſtruments of turning "many to 
Righteouſneſs, and ſo ſhine as the Stars for ever and 
Dr. nr dnnn ha 2% oF 
Nov, if you would ſhine in a holy WaJk-and.ex- 
emplary Converſation, then you muſt, like Caleb, walk 
after God, Num. xiv. 24. you muſt imitate him in bis 
Holineſs and Purity. Again, you muſt, like Enoch, 

wall with God, Gen. v. 22. live in Communion and 

Fellowſhip with him. And then, you- mult, like 4- 
braham, walk before God, Gen. xvii. 1. live and'car- 

ry as thoſe who believe he hath a ſpecial Eye upon 
you in all that you do: And when you go about any 

Action or Buſineſs, Spiritual or Temporal, ſay to 

your Souls, I have a watchful Eye over me, that 

« pierceth into all my Thoughts, that diſcovers the, 

Principles from which I am acted, and the Ends 
© to which I move: Let me act then, as one that ſtill 
« believes this, as one that muſt ſhortly be accoun- 
© table to God for all I do, and I know not how 
# ſoon,* Or ſay to this Purpoſe, © Now I am goin 
« about ſuch a Buſineſs, ſuch a Duty; and, if Chri 
© ſhall ſend for me at the End of it, wbat Account 
«© will I be able to give of my Management to bim? 

What do I know but at the End of this Duty 1 may 
either be in Abrabam's Boſom, or in a Gulf of Mi- 
* ſery? Mn es $124 q 

Walk now in all your Steps, as if ydu ſaw  Chrilt 

.erycibed before you, breathing forch bis dying Lore 


bis Way rejoicing. Have you got the Seal of God's 


7 e . 1 
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. 
to loſt Sinners, and pouring out his Blood to cleanſe * 
them, from Sin. Would not that be a great Awrband ©: 
upon you, to reſtrain yon from Sin? Walk now, 38 
a damned Soul. would walk, were he again to live un- 
der the Offers of Mercy ; How diligently (think you) 
would be; obey, how fervently would be pray, = 4 
bow peremptorily would be reject all Temptations to 
21 So ought every ſintere Communicant to do, that 
ntends to pleaſe God, and walk worthy of the Voce - 
tion wherewith he is called. 


DIRECTION K. 
Endeavour ts wwalk chearfully and contentetlly 
under every Lot and Condition. 


O U may look for Trials and Difficulties while 
1 you ſojourn in this World; but, in Midſt of 
all, you ſhould aim to be much in the Eunuch's Frame 
after the Seal of Baptiſm, Acłt viii. 39. who went on + 


* 
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Covenant? then, whatever your Afflictions be, y 
cannqt but have 4 reviving Cordial, for your Sins are 
pardoned. ' Let not worthy Communicants ſay ey 
are lick, when their Iniquities are forgiven” them. 


Should they walk deje&edly, who have got an Intereſt 


in the new Covenant ſecured, and all the Promiſes - 


and Privileges of it ratified, and confirmed to them? 
Fot, what db they want, but is to be had here? 
Whatſoever is a Bleſling js ſecured here, either ſan&ti- 
ied, Riches, or a contented Poverty, © 

A worthy Communicant may ſay, Let God do with 

me as he will in this World, I deſire to be content, 

ſceing he hath engaged himſelf to be with me in al! 
States and Conditions, and to order all Things for | 
my Advantage; ſurely he cannot lie, he cannot deny 
him/elf ; all his Words are Oaths for their Certainty, 


: 


and all his Promiſes the ſure Mercien f David. Let 
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my covenanted God chuſe out my Lot for me, ſurely 
11 wall be with more Wiſdom and with more Affect- 
on than I can chuſe for myſelf. He whom Altnighty ' 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs takes a Fatherly Care of, and | 


- 


the who. have been Sharers of God's infinite Mercy 


91 
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DIRECTION RX, 


- 107 


Sudy to ſhine” in the Graces of Mectneſs Par 
tience, and Hergiuing of * bes? "i 
HIS is the Way to make you like your | 4 
Redeemer and Pattern; and this is the Way 


to adorn the Profeſſion of Religion, and to make it 
amiable in the Eyes of Strangers. And ſurely. all 


and Goodneſs; in the Sacrament, will come away from 


it with a Diſpoſition to bear-Injuries, and a Reacingit 
to forgive theſe that do them s * 


DIRECTION Al * 
Labour 79 ho up. conſtant Longin s for fon Oni 


nion: occaſions here below, and for the eternal. 
Supper of the Lamb above. 1 


URELY theſe who have met with Cheilt i in this 
Ordinance will be breathing for further Diſcoye- 


. 9 


1 
+- « © — 


ries of his Sweetneſs and Beauty, You. ought to be 


ſaying, 7 Moſes when he came down the 
Mount, I leſeecl thee, Lord, ſbeu me thy Glory : Let 
me have new Manifeſtations 'of thy Excellency, ; freſh. 
Intimations of thy Love, and clearer. Diſcoveries of - 
= Will. Oh, when will the Opportunity return? 

When ſhall I come and, appear before God? When 
ſhall I again ſee his Power and Glory in the Sanctua - 
ry? ? When ſhall 1 taſte his Love and Goodneſs again 
in the Sacrament ? When ſhall I again behold his well- 
covered Table, fit down thereat with his Children, 
and be ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fatneſs ? 

But, ſeeing this lower Table is tranſient and uncer- 
tain, look for one to come which is fixed and abid - 
ing, Tet s little while 9M Chriſt). and I will ſee you 


Lan 


" 
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' 298. Dinger. Hhw to bebgve, &. 
again, and I vill come and rect ive you to myſelf, O Be. 
| Never, your lovely Pues will keep his Word 

and his Day, he will come and marry you. to himſelt 
ſor ever: Therefore ever ſtand upon thy Watch-toy. 
er, wilhly looking fot, his Appearance; never ſlack 
thy Watch, nor let thy Expectation cool, till he come 
and take thee home to himſelf, and ſet you down af 
the higher Table, where he ſhall for ever lay alide his 
Vail, und his amiable 'Countenance never more de 
- clouded with Frowns ; where you ſhall not have z 


_ | facramental but a beatifical Viſion; where you ſhal 


not remember him, but behold him as he is ; where 
you ſhalf feed on him without Signs, and ſee him with- 
dut a Vail; where all your Sorrows ſhall be turned 
into Joys; where, for every Reproach met with in 


\ God's Service, you ſhall reap eternal Honour; fore- 


Hour of Sorrow, you ſhall enjoy - endleſs A 

- of Comfort. Make haſte, my Beloved; let the Dy 
break, and Shadows fee away. Even ſo, Lord Jeſu; 
come quickly. Take me to that Place where Myſteries 
0 ſhall be turned into Revelations, Faith into Vißon, 
Hope into Fruition, Eſpouſals into Embraces, for- 
rowful Sighs into nuptial Songs, Drops of Tears in- 
to Riyers of Pleaſures, tranſient Glances into the n- 
diant atid direct Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
ſhort Taſtes into everlaſting Feaſting and Fulnel, 
How Imall are the Comforts of the lower Table, if 
compared with theſe of the higher Table ? How dark 
are the Diſcoveries Believers have here, if compared 
wich theſe bright Manifeſtations above? But, becaul 
I have inſiſted on this Head formerly, I ſhall add no 
more here upen it; but wiſh that we may come at 
length experimentally to know the Difference; to on 
- eyertiitng Comboer, e. 
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MepiTAaTIoONs and/EJACULATIONS 
par beforg partaking of the holy 
acfument. 


MepITAT ION IJ. 


Lord's Death at his Table; my Strait is great, 

I know not what to do; my Need is ſo great, I 
cannot think of ſtaying back; and my Preparation 
ſo little, I know not how to go forward. Lord, 
What ſhall I ſay? My. Guilt ſtops my Mouth and 
fills me with Bluſhing; but, Glory to God, thy Good- 
neſs is greater than my Sinfulneſs, and thy Mercy ſur- 
paſſeth my Miſery : For, tho' my Sins reach even 
unto the Clouds, yet thy Mercy is above the Heayens. 
Lord, hear not the Cry of my Sint, but hear the Cry 
of my Wants and Miſeries, Holy God, if thou help 
me not for the Sake of my Miſeries which I have de- 
ſerved, yet help me for the Sake of thy Mercies which 
thou bal omiſed in Chriſt thy Son. Doth not bis 
precious Blcod ery louder for Pardon, than my Sins 
far Puniſhment? Lord, hear the Cry of that Blood, 
and let it not be as Water ſpilt upon the Ground. 
Good Lord, for the Sake of that Blood, pardon eyery _ 
one that prepareth his Heart to ſeek thee, tho" he be 
not cleanſed according to the Purification of, the San- 
Auary. Lord, I trul not in my Faith, but in thy 


[ Am now called to celebrate the Memorials of my 


Faithfulneſs ; not in my Repentance, but in thy gra= - 


cious Pardon; not in my Preparation, but in thy Ac- 
ceptance. O take away my filthy Garments, and 
cloath me with the beſt Robe, 75, Lord our Righteouſ* 


neſs, | 
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Am now going to ſeal a Covenant with God in 
Chriſt ; Lord, help me to a covenanting Frame, 


D ler me be grieved for my long Diſtante, and flipht- 


ing thy kind Offers, and preferring Satan's Dx 
ls Ne. To = be 1 of my 1 
ing and periſhing State, while on the old Bottom of 
a Covenant of Works, that I may be willing to flee 
from it to a Covenant of Grace, and a borrowed 
Righteouſneſs. Let me now come to an open Rup- 
ture with all the Enemies of God, break League wi 
Sin, Satan, and the World, renounce e 
nels, and be content to embrace Chrilt in all his 0 
ces, and give up myſelf and all that I have unto the 


© Lord, and engage in Chriſf's Strength to walk in all 


the Ways of new Obedience: And now, when God 
is ſetting Tryſt with me at his holy Table, to con- 
clude this bleſſed Bargain, yea, even for me to ſigu 


and ſeal a Marriage · contract with Chriſt, and that in 
a very ſolemn Manner, before all the Perſons of the 


gloriousTrinity, before the ele& Angels, before Chriſt's 
Ambaſſadors, and all theCongregation, Lord ſtrength- 
en me to keep Tryſt with him. There have been 
many Meetings and Tryſts about this grand Affait to 
no; Effect. The World, Satan and Sin, have formerly 
broke off the Treaty, God forbid they do it now, 
O that the long ſpoke. of Match betwixt a crucified 
Nl and my Soul may now hold. This may be the 
aſt Tryſt that ever Chriſt will ſet. It may be now or 
never with me. Surely the Bridegroom muſt be in 
earneſt when he is to put, on his Marriage-robes, his 
dyed Garments, his red Apparel, and to come with 


the Marriage - contract in his Hand, and lay it-down 


on. the Table for me to ſign. O that I may be fully 


content to go with the Man Chriſt, when he thus aſks 


my Conſent, 1 may ſay with Thomas, He is my Lord 


and my Cod, and with the Spouſe, My Beloved is 7 


— * 


j 


before PuRTAKING.\ 
I accept of him in all his Offices, his 


and 1 am his. ' 


Laws as well as his Love, his Croſs as well as his 


Crown. I take him, as a Prieſt upon his Throne: 
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| What 2 beautiful and s 8 is he 


that now is in 5 ffer! Ho La is his 
Complexion, he is whit?, and ruddy; white in we 

of his Innocence, and ruddy. in reſpect of his bloody 
Paſſion ! How peerleſs is his.Perſon, how raviſhing 
bis Beauty! How charming his Voice! | How Bately 
his Goings ! How fra om are his Garments, they 
ſmell! of Aloes and Caſha! Tho' I ſhould ſeek all the 
World I cannot find his Equal, one Sight of him is e- 
nough to raviſh the Hearts of Men and Angels. His 
Locks are black and buſhy as the Raven. His Lips 


are like Lilies, 1K ing ſweet ſmelling Myrrh. His 


Legs as Pillars of Marble ſet upon Sockets of Gold: 
His Countenance is as mne excellent as the Ce- 
dars. Vea, he is altogether loye 


he loved me and died for me, and hath appointed his 


Portraiture with the Marks of his Wounds, to be put ; 


in my Hands at his Table, and all to win my Heart. 

O that there I may view it narrowly, and remember 
him kindly. How many were the | Wounds he re- 
ceived for me, By the Thorns which pierced his Head! 
By the Pincers 1 pluck'd his Hair! By the Segur- 
ges that tore his Back! By the Nails that pierced his 
Hands and Feet, and by the 
Side! Let me view him in that Caſe and love him, 
for tho” he be bleeding, wounded and. mangled by my 


y! Can my Heart now 
' refuſe this Jovely One? ef] Socially when I think how 


Spear that opened his 


Sins, he is ſtill fairer than all the Sons of Men, yea, 


and all the Sons of God too; ſor or Faith then doth ſee 


him to be white and ruddy, the 
thouſands, | 


a 
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Mapitation IV. 


Ne I am going to a great Feaſt, let me examine 
if I be a welcome Gueſt, one upon whom the 
Maſter of the Feaſt will ſmile. O then, can I fay in 
— I am one of his Heart Friends. Good News! 

for he „Eat O Friends, Cant. v. 1. Or, can! 

ſay that I am a ſenſible Sinner? Good News! for he 
fays, He came not to call the Righteous, but ſuch Simert 
243 theſe, Mat. ix. 13. Can I ſay, Sin is my greateſt Bur. 
den? Good News! for he bids the heavy laden come to 

him for Reſt, Mat. xi. 28. Can I ſay, I am fick and 
groan under my Diſcaſes ? Good News! for he ays, 

The Phyſician chuſeth to converſe with ſuch, Mat. 1x. 

12. Can I ſay, I am poor and needy? Good News! 

for he tells me, The Needy ſball not be forgotten, Plal, 
ix. 18. Can I ſay, I hunger and thirſt for a cruciſ- 
ed Chriſt? Good News! For he fills the Hungry with 
good Things, Luke i. 53. Can I ſay, my Heart loves 
Chriſt? Good News! for he ſays, He will manifeſt 
himſelf to ſuch, John xiv. 21. Can I ſay, my Heart 

is open to Chriſt's Offers, and conſents to him in all 

his Offices? Good News! for he ſays, 1f any Man hear 

his Voice, and open the Door to him, he will come ing and 
-* they ſhall ſup together, Rev. iii. 20. Have I put on 
Ss / the Wedding-garment of imputed Righteouſneſs? J 
1 ſhall neither be excluded nor neglected. Lord, I am 
+ i aſſured, thou art 'more willing to give the Spirit to 
1 them that aſk it, than loving Parents are to give Bread 
to their hungry Children; for what is our Compaſſion 
to our Children, in Compariſon of thine ? 0 Lord, 
J reſt upon thy Word, for thou art not more ſree in 
making Promiſes, than faithful in making them good. 
Thou art a God that keeps Covenant to a thouſand 
Generations. Why then, I will venture in Hope to 
thy holy Table, 5 
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MEDIrarTox V. * 
ORD, enable me before hand to take frequent 
JL Views of my Work at thy holy Table, and 
wiſely, to conſider how to manage it when the Time 
cometh. I have three Graces then to be exerted, 
Faith, Love, and godly Sorrow... I have three Subjetts 
of Meditation at the Time, Chriſt's Paſſion, ChriſPs © 
Afetion, and my own Corruption. Who can think of 

Chriſt's Sufferings without Sorrow, and of his Blood 


without Tears, if he but firmly believe -that amaz- 
he t ing Word, 1/a. lili. 5. He was wounded for our me | 
k and preſſions, he was bruiſed for our Iniquities. Surely Chrilt's 
ſays, Love in its Heat, may well thaw the moſt frozen Spi- 
t. ix. rit. Can I ſee my loving Jeſus ſubſlitute in my Room 
ews| and Stead, God acting againſt him as an inexorable 
Pfal. Judge, Jehovah running upon him as 4 Giant; not 
ucihi- only withdrawing his loving Kindneſs from him, but 


with making him the Butt of his envenomed Arrows, and 
not be filled with Love to my Saviour, and Sorrow for 
mf} my Sins? Oh! my Sins were the Thorns which pier- 
- ced his Head, the Nails which pierced his Hands, 


Teart 
in all W and the Spear that pierced his Heart. My curſed Sins 
Big put the Lord of Life to a cruel Death. When my 


and Lord was in the Garden, no Judas nor Pilate, no . 
Jew nor Gentile was there to cauſe his amazing Hor- 
21 ror of Soul, and fearful Sweat of Blood. But oh, 


am my Unbelief, my Pride, my Carnality, my Hypzcriſy, 
t to and other Sins were there, and with their Weight 
read preſſed him to the Ground, and brought that Agony 
on and Sweat upon him. Oh! my Diſimulation was the 
ord, traiterous Kiſs; my Ambition the thorny Crown; my 


ein drinking Iniquity like Water, the Potion of Gall and 
04. Vinegar; my Want of Tears cauſed him to weep 
and Blood; my forſaking of God made him to be forſa- 
e to ken of God; my Soul being exceeding guilty, made 
his Soul exceeding heavy. Lord, prope and fix my 
Heart to meditate upon Chriſt's Sooj-ſufferings, for 

my Soul's Sins. | ROT AFG IR GY x 
| | MzD1TA*® 
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p For Faith's View of the Low of Chriſt : Sure 
ly a right Sight of it is ſufficient to mollify, 

Heart more cold and frozen than Ice itſelf, O Foy 
unfathomable! who can meaſure its Dimenſions? ft 
batk a Height without a Top, a Depth without 
Bottom, a Breadth without a Side, a Length without 
End Wonderſul! that my Lord ſhould ſtoop tobe. 
come a Man, a poor Man, a dying and a dead Man! 
Nay more, that be ſhould be made a Curſe, and us. 
derly a . dreadful Load of Wrath upon his innocent 
Soul; yea, infinitely. more than any damned Soul in 
Fell can bear! O what a Sea of Wrath did Chritt 
ſwim thro' to ſave me from periſhing ! That gen 
wrought, and was . reg it roared moſt terti- 
bly, atid threatned to ſwallow me up with the reſt of 
the elect World. But how ſeaſonably did Chriſt of. 
fer himſelf to be the Sacrifice for calming the Sea 
Tate me (ſaith he as Jonah) throw me in, and ye bal 
be all ſafe: In this Red Sea our bleſſed. 7:nab was 
content to ſwim for 33 Years, and never deſire Deli- 
verance, till the Sea is perſectly calm, and eyery e- 
lect Soul is out of Danger. God help me to remem- 
ber and admire redeeming Love, and redeeming Blood 
at my Redeemer's Table. Let that Blood, O bleſſed 
Jeſus, that ran from thy tholy Heart and bleſſed Side, 
waſh me from all Sin, and cauſe Showers of Bleſſing 
to fall upon me. J/ thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean. 
O ſay to me as to the Leper, I will, be thoy clean. If 
Chriſt be coming to me in Streams of Blood, let me 
riſe and meet him with Floods of Tears. Lord, de- 
ſcend thou into my Heart by the Influences of thy 
Spirit, and let me aſcend unto-thee by the Actings of 
my Grace. While the King 75 at his Table, let my 
Spikenard ſend forth the Smell thereof. F may well cry 
with Febgſaphat, Lord, I have no Ability, no Might 
for this great Ordinance, neither know I what to do, 
but my Eyes are unto thee. Help, Lord, for I reſt 
h _ on 
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on thee, and in thy Name go forward to ſhis aw - 

fal Table. If thy Nr not with me, canry' me 

nt hence. I wilh ga ia the Strength of the" N | 

I will make Mention of ty Righteonſne/3,. evoneff thine 
„ Amate,"O North Wind, and'com# thou South, blow 

yon my Garden, that the Spices may flow oi. 
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MzpIiTATTONS and EjJacuraTtons 
proper in Time of Partaking, or in Time 
of Serving the Communion Tables. 


Mp I TAT IW I. 
Let pat. that which God hath inſtituted. as. a 
Bleſſing, be made a Curſe to me thro' my un- 
worthy partaking of it. Whererefore, Lord, rebuke 
at this Time all unſeaſonable Thoughts and Imag ina- 
tions; ſtir up and act in me every Grace of thy holy 
Spirit, and help me ſo to behave now, that I may not 
. provoke, but glorify thee, that I may not increale my 
Guilt, but augment my Grace. My Requeſt nom is 
that of the Spouſe, Lord, draw me, and I will. run after 
thee.. My Soul is beayy with Sin and Guilt, ami un- 
fit to run: But when ſhall I move if not now, wher 
I am near a lift up Saviour, who hath ſaid, / 1 be 
lift up from the Earth, I will draw all Men unto me', 1. e. 
People of all Tongues, Kindreds and Languages; 
Multitudes of all Sorts, Jews and Gentiles. O let me 
be drawn among the reſt! O what a drawing Engine 
is a lift up Saviour on the Croſs, with his Arms, wide 
extended to embrace Sinners! The firlt Experiment 
was made of its Virtue by the Apoſtle Peter, Als ii. 
there were 3000 Souls drawn to Chriſt at once : Yea, 
whole Nations have been drawn to him, by-lifting up 
this bleſſed Engine in the Goſpel-offers. Surely. 

hath not loſt its Virtue to this Day: Now it is lift 
up in an eminent Manner. O let me feel its P. * 
| 2 et 


2600 MEDITATIONS 
let my Heart be drawn off from the Vanities of Time, 
and the Love of Sin. Let the Cords of Chriſt's Love 
hale my Heart home to him. Now the Devil is hold- 
ing, and Chrift is drawing: Satan indeed is the ſtrong 
Man, but Chriſt is ſtronger than he. Chriſt 'and the 
Dexil are fighting for my Heart; the Eyes of the 
glorious Trinity, the Eyes of Angels, Miniſters and 
Saints are on me to ſee what the Iſſue will be. O let 
Chriſt gain the Prize. It is his by Right. 


Mzpflrariox II. 


| W HEN Chriſt was lift up on the Croſs, his Face 
8 was turned to the Gentiles, His Eyes beheld 

the Nations, and all to draw us unto him: There be 

bowed his Head towards'us to draw my Soul to him ; 

there he opencd a Cleft in his Side to draw me; there 
Blood and Water flowed from his Heart to draw me. 

O what a drawing Sight is it to ſee, by Faith, my 
dear Lord nailed and lift up on a Croſs, his royal 
Viſage turned pale, his Head bowing, bis Side red 
with his own Blood, and the Streams of this preci- 
ous Blood watering his pierced Feet. O now let the 
dying Jeſus exert his drawing Power; Lord, I can 
never move toward thee if thou draw me not; I can 
never overcome the Pleaſures of Sin and Temptations 
of Satan, if thou give not a Pull. Neither Word nor 
Sacraments, Miniſters nor Angels, Ordinances nor 
Providences, Judgments nor Mercies, can draw this 
heavy Heart of mine; but I look beyond them all to 
my lift up Saviour, who only can do it. Lord, Vl 
fit ſtill in Sodom if thou draw me not; I'll die in my 
Sins if thou draw me not; I'll be eternally damned if 
thou draw me not. ' It will be a lifeleſs and loſt Ordi- 
nance if thou draw not. Lord, how eaſy is it for 
| thee, at this Time, to draw me? One Pull of thy 
Grace, one Touch of thy Hand, nay a Look of thy 
Countenance, one Caſt of thine Eye would do it. 
O nou let me have it, to draw Love from my oy 


— 


l 
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ind Tears from mine Eyes, Did Chriſt ſweat Blood 

and weep | Blood for my Sins, and will not I weep 

Tears for them? O ſhall: T.be more ſparing of my 

Tears for: Chriſt, than Chriſt was of his Blood for 
me? Ho faſt did the Blood trickle down Chriſt's 

Cheeks in the Day he wore the Crown of Thorns 
| for me? But how ſlowly do the Tears trickle down 

my Cheeks in the Day of my commemorating his 

Love? If I get one Tear to drop, with what Diffi- 

culty can I get another to follow? Bluſh O hard 
Heart and dry Eyes! Can I ſhed Tears in Plenty for © 

a dead Child or Relation, and have I none reſerved 

for a dead Saviour, a Saviour flain hy my Sins? How 

ſad to ſee ſo many weeping Eyes at a Funeral, and 
ſo many dry Eyes at a Communion-table, 


2 N 208 1+ > - 


MEDITATION III. 
Now let the Si ght of a bleeding Saviour make me a 
weeping Sinner. Had I been upon Mount Calva- 
y and ſeen my dear Lordrack'd and naiF d to the Tree; 
had I ſeen him lifted up, beheld his dying Looks, and 
heard his dying Groans, and ſeen his Blood for many 
Hours run from his Hands and Feet to the Earth! O 
could T have ſtood by with dry Eyes or an unconcern- 
ed Heart, eſpecially when J had conſidered that heſaf- * 
ſered all this in my Room, and for my Sins? Oh then, 
(hould not I be as much concerned now, when I come 
to celebrate the Memorial of that ſearful Tragedy? O 
what Kind of Blood is it that I ſee running down? Is 
it not innocent Blood! Precious Blood ! Heart Blood! 
Nay, the Blood of the Son of God, every Drop where» 
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if of is of infinite Value! And yet all ſhed for ſuch 
js vie Worms and Traitors as I am! Oh! Can I ſee 
Ir this Blood run down in Streams, and my Eyes not 
1 pour out ſome Drops ? Shall I not give Drops of Wa- 
Yy ter for Streams of Blood ? Oh, what a hard Heart is 
4. this of mine! Can I ſee others weeping that fit at the 


a, ſame Table, eat the ſame Bread, and drink the ſame 
d Qq Cup 


302 MEDITATIONS © 
Cup with me, and cannot I get one Tear? 18 God 
come and waiting with his Bottle fox my Tears; and 
ſhall. my Eyes remain dry ? Shall others drop. Tears 
plentifully into God's Bottle, and ſhall not I hays 
one Tear for it? Aſtoniſhing Goodneſs ! that God 
ſhould ſo carefully notice and preſerve his People's 
Tears, that none of them can be loſt ! Lord, pit 
my hard Heart, and- give me ſuch a Look as thou 
gavelt Peter, that may cauſe me weep, and weep bit. 
terly at the Remembrance of my Sins, my Pride, my 
Paſſion, ny Diſebedience, which pierced my 
Lord. O let this be the Time of fulfilling that 
phecy, Zach. xii. 10. They ſhall look upon him they 

have pierced and mourn. O when ſhall T mourn and 
. weep if not now, when I ſee Jeſus, my Surety, all ted 
with Blood for my red and ſcarlet coloured Sins 
Lord, what means the Hardneſs of my Heart and the 
Drineſs of my Eyes at thy Table? Oh! Doſt thou 
intend to reſerve Weeping for me in Hell, where 
Tears ſhall never be dried up? God forbid. Now 
is the Time to weep. Lord, make this my weeping 
Time, that hereafter I may rejoice. f 


—— 


MEpirTAT ION IV. e 


Ow is the Time for me to draw nigh to my eru- 
N cified Jeſus, Lord, I will not ſtand afar off 
and look to thee, as theſe did who followed thee from 
Galilee to the Croſs,” Luke xxiii. 49. No, I will come 
cloſs to thee, and take a near and narrow Look of 
thy Wounds, and hear what they ſay, when like ſo 
many Mouths they are wide opened to ſpeak to me. 
Beſide many leſſer Wounds, I behold the foe bi 
Wounds my Jeſus received for me in each of his 
Hands and Feet, and in his Side. Methinks 1 hear 
the Language of the two Wounds in his Hands, ſaying, 
Come to me and I will embrace you. Methinks I hear 
the Language of the Wounds of his Feet, Run to me, 
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caſt yourſelves down at them, and I will protect you 


frm the l Blood, I hear the Wound in his 


Side, ſaying, into ny Heart and ſee it WE 
with Love; flee to me, O trembling Dove, and {/ 
ſelter thee in the Cleft of the Rock. Behold the Min- 
dry opened in the Side of the Ark. O how ſweet is the 
Sound I hear ! Lord, 1 obey thy Voice to me; I quit 
all other Shelters, and take my Flight to theſe 5 
Wounds and. Clefts : Lord, This is my Reſt, and here 
J will ſtay ; neither Earth nor Hell ſhall ever pluck 
me from this Reſt. O that when I ſee how chearful- 
ly a crucified Chriſt opened his Heart and Wounds to 
ſhelter me from Juſtice, I may willingly open my 
Heart to receive my wounded Friend, and entertain 
him with the beſt I have. Awate, O my Graces, 
Faith, Love, and Repentance | What, can ye not watch 
with my deareſt Saviour for one Hour? O let my Faith 
now feed on my Saviour's Fulneſs, who bids me eat 
and drink abundantly. A Man here without Faith is 
like the unbelieving Lord, that ſeeth the Plenty, but 
doth not eat of it. Lord, I believe, help thou my Un- 


belief. Increaſe my Faith. 


MEeDiTATion V. 


Ord, I -may well approach thy Table in an ad- 
miting Frame; for, tho' thou mightſt juſtly 

have gathered us all together this Day for a Sacrifice 

to thy Juſtice, yet inſtead of that, thou calls us to- 
gether to intimate a Sacrifice of thy own providing 
which is ſufficient for us all : Nay, a” a behold 
the bleeding Victim of the innocent Lamb of God, 


that takes away the Sins of the World. Now, Lord, 


I know that thou Joyeſt me, ſeeing thou haſt not with- 
held thy Son, thine only Son from me. Unſearch- 
able Love! I may well feel it, but I cannot fathom it. 
O the Breadth, O the Length, O the Height, O the 
Depth of the Love of Chriſt that paſſeth Knowledge. 
Admirable is the Wiſdom of God that found out a 
ä , Way 


* 
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Cup with me, and cannot I get one Tear? Is God 
come and waiting with his Bottle fox my Tears; and 
ſhall. my Eyes remain dry? Shall others drop. Tears 
plentifully into God's Bottle, and ſhall not I hays 
one Tear for it? Aſtoniſhing Goodneſs ! that God 
ſhould ſo carefully notice and preſerve his People's 
Tears, that none of them can be loſt ! Lord, pig 
my hard Heart, and give me ſuch a Look as thou 
gavelt Peter, that may cauſe me weep, and bit. 
terly at the Remembrance of my Sins, ny Pride, my 
Paſſion, my Diſebedience, which ** my deareſt 
Lord. O let this be the Time of fulfilling that Pro- 
phecy, Zach. xii. 10. They ſhall look upon him they 
have pierced and mourn, O when ſhall 1 mourn and 
weep if not now, when I ſee Jeſus, my Surety, all red 
with Blood for my red and ſcarlet coloured Sins 
Lord, what means the Hardneſs of my Heart and the 
Drineſs of my Eyes at thy Table? Oh! - Doſt thou 
intend to reſerve Weeping for me in Hell, where 
Tears ſhall never be dried up? God forbid. Now 
is the Time to weep. Lord, make this my weeping 
Time, that hereafter I may rejoice. 


— 


MEpirTAT ION IV. e 


| Ne” is the Time for me to draw nigh to my eru- 
ciſied Jeſus, Lord, I will not ſtand afar of 


Gp and look to thee, as theſe did who followed thee from 


Galilee to the Croſs,” Lake xxiii. 49. No, I will come 
cloſs to thee, and take a near and narrow Look of 
thy Wounds, and hear what they ſay, when like ſo 
-many.Mouths they are wide opened to ſpeak to me. 
Beſide many leſſer Wounds, I behold the five bi 
Wounds my Jeſus received for me in each of his 
Hands and Feet, and in his Side. Methinks I hear 
the Language of the two Wounds in his Hands, ſaying, 
Come to me and I will embrace you. Methinks I hear 
the Language of the Wounds of his Feet, Run to me, 
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caſt yourſelves down at them, and I will protect you 
frm the Avenger of Blood, I hear the Wound in his 


Side, ſaying, Look into my Heart and ſee it WA | 
with Love; flee to me, O trembling Dove, and 1 
ſhelter thee in the Cleft of the Rock. Behold the Min- 
drw opened in the Side of the Ark. O how ſweet is the 
Sound I hear! Lord, I obey thy Voice to me; I quit 
all other Shelters, and take my Flight to theſe open 
Wounds and. Clefts : Lord, This is my Reſt, and here 
I will ſtay ; neither Earth nor Hell ſhall ever pluck 
me from this Reſt. O that when I ſee how chearful- 
ly a crucified Chriſt opened his Heart and Wounds to 
Kelter me from Juſtice, I may willingly open my 
Heart to receive my wounded Friend, and entertain 
him with the beſt I bave. Awake, O my Graces, 
Faith, Love, and Repentance | What, can ye not watch 
with my deareſt Saviour for one Hour? O let my Faith 
now feed on my Saviour's Fulneſs, who. bids me eat 
and drink abundantly. A Man here without Faith is 
like the unbelieving Lord, that ſeeth the Plenty, but 
doth not eat of it. Lord, I believe, help thou my In- 


belief. Increaſe my Faith. 


MEDITATION V. 


Ord, I may well approach thy Table in an ad- 
miting Frame; for, tho' thou mightſt juſtly 

have gathered us all together this Day for a Sacrifice 

to thy Juſtice, yet inſtead of that, thou calls as to- 
gether to intimate a Sacrifice of thy own providing 
which is ſufficient for us all: Nay, 2 behold 
the bleeding Victim of the innocent Lamb of God, 


that takes away the Sins of the World. Now, Lord, 


I know that thou Joyeſt me, ſeeing thou haſt not with- 
held thy Son, thine only Son from me. Unſearch- 
able Love! I may well feel it, but I cannot fathom it. 
O the Breadth, O the Length, O the Height, O the 
Depth of the Love of Chriſt that paſſeth Knowledge. 
Admirable is the Wiſdom of God that found out a 


v4 to Robbers and Murderers. Amazing Love Now! 
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Way thro' Chriſt to ſatisfy both the Demands of Ja. 
. Rice, and the Intreaties of Mercy. Well may er 
- cified Chriſt be called, The fem of God.——When} 
take the Cup of Wine, let me not forget the Cup of Harm- 
wood, which my Saviour drank for my Sake, {He 
drank of the Brook in the May, even the Cup gf 
God's Wrath, that I might drink the Cop. of Blef- 
fing. O what ſhall 1 render for this Love? This 
might have been the Day that I might been drinking 
the Cup of the Fierceneſs of God's Wrath; but lo, 
there is he that hath done it for me! O thou who 
ſparedſt not thy Son, for my Sake, do thou now ſpare 
me for thy Son's. Sake, Is not thy Son's bloody Death 
a ſufficient Satisfaction for all my Sins, an all-ſufig. 
ent Price for my Redemption! Is not the leaſt Drop 
of his Blood of more Value than a Sea of. mine ? 
My Sins have ſhed the Blood oF Chriſt ; but, Lord, 
impute not the Guilt but the Merits of ry Blood 

unto me. My Sin did ſhut me out of Paradiſe, but 
here is the Blood that opens the heavenly Paradiſe 
for me again: Here it gives me a Right, and after- 
wards an Admiſſion: It is thro” this Red Sea L mult 
enter into the heavenly Canaan. O my Soul, thou art 
near the Fountain of Life, apply and live. Awake 0 
my Faith, and receive the. Atonement ; flame out my 
Love, and enjoy the Beloved, Now the Wax is warm, 
O let the Seal be ſtamped fair, that 1 may ſee the Im- 
preſſion ever afterward, WIGS G0 


| | 2 > BY 
MEDiTATiOoN VI. 


How low was our Fall, that nothing could, raiſe 
O us but the low Abaſement of the Son of God? 
How low was the Step he muſt make to help us ? The 
Almighty Phyſician muſt come from Heaven, and 
Jet his Heart be -pierced, to prepare a Medicine to 
cure our deſperate Diſeaſe. - He that thought it no 
Robbery to be equal with God, muſt be made equal 
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ſee the Remedy is provided, the Well of Salvation is 
ened; let me come with the Chain and Bucket of 


C 


Faith to draw Water with Joy. Now the healing 


streams are runn dig on either Side tbe Table, let me 
bring all my Diſeaſes to them; my blind Eyes, ueat 


Hands, feeble + Knees, lame Feet, my hard Heart, cold 
Ahectiont, my doubting Soul: Now the Balm of Gilead 
is among my Hands, let me not miſs a Cure; ane 


Drop of that Blood which fell from Chriſt's Wounds 


can cure all my Maladies. 0 for Faith to apply it. 
Save from Unbelief, leſt 1 die in my. Sins. Who 
would have pitied a ſtung Hraelite, tho* he had died 
of the poiſoned Stings of the fiery Serpents, if he 
had refuſed to lift up his, Eyes to the Remedy God 
appointed for him? And who will pity me if T refuſe 
to apply my Saviour's Blood ? BREW gh.” 

ere Chriſt's Teſtament is ſealed, and every true 
Believer. gets a ſealed Copy of it put into his Hands, 
with all the Legacies in it. Let me have a Copy al- 
ſo, and be enabled to read my Name in the Teſta- 
ment. O that I were of Kin to the Teſtator, and 
could receive him in my Arms by a true Faith, then 
all the Legacies are mine. Lord, I believe, and do 
here put in my Claim for what is left me. T plead the 
Will of the Teſtator, my elder Brother, with my hea- 


4 4 


venly Father. Now the Teſtator is dead, the Teſta- 


ment is valid. Lord, thou wilt not alter the Will of 


the Dead; be it to me according to his Will. My Re- 


deemer hath left-me Pardon, Peace, Grace, Faith ; 
yea, he hath bequeathed to me all the ſure Mercics of 
David. Tho? in myſelf I deſerve nothing but a Curſe, 
yet my Teſtator hath left me a Bleſſing, and many 
precious Legacies; and as an Earneſt thereof, hath 
given me the Cup of the New Teſtament. Lord, ful- 
fil the Will of the Dead to me; grant me Pardon 
for Chriſt's Sake; I will not let thee go-till thou bleſs 
Me, | | ; 3% 
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'T 'ORD, thou haſt prepared 4 Table for me in Pre 


ſence of mine Enemies ; thou halt ſet before 
me the rareſt Cheer, even the Fleſh and Blood of thy 
dear Son. . 1 /at down under his, $hadow with reat He. 
light, and his Fruit was ſweet unto my Taſte. Be brought 


1 


me into his 2 Houſe, and his Banner over ne 
was Love. What ſhall 


render unto the Lard for all his Be- 
nefits Tra me? Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul and forget 
not all his Benefits : Who forgiveth. all thine Iniquities; 


who healeth all thy Diſeaſes ; who redeemeth thy Life 


from Deſtruftion ; who crowneth thee with loving Kind 
neſs and tender Mercies ; who ſatisfieth thy Mouth with 
good Things, ſo that thy Youth is renewed like the E agles. 


O that the Food I have been getting, may quicken 


my Appetite for more of this Kind, and for the Ta- 
ble above, which fhall never be drawn. Let it be the 
conſtant Cry of my Soul, Lord, evermore give me this 
Bread. Some of my dear Friends, who went to fit 
with me at this Table, I obſerve their Seats empty. 
Why ? They are gone to the higher Table, where 
there vill be no uncovering of the Table, no remov- 


ing of the Diſhes, no diſmiſſing of the Aſſembly for 


ever? O that I may daily live in Heaven, long for 
Heaven, be growing liker Heaven, and may make quick 
Progreſs towards it. In the mean time, let me not 
forget to praiſe God for the Feaſt I have been ſharing 
of. Since my Soul is ſatisfied as with Marrow and 
Fatneſs, my Mouth ſhall praiſe him with joyful Lips. 
Let me Jook like my Meat, and be fat and flouriſhing 
in the Courts of my God. Tt 
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Have ſeen what my Saviourſaffered for Sin, O tet 
me never have ſlight Thoughts of Sin any more. 

Have I beheld my agonizing Saviour under Wrath, 
complaining of the burhing H 
the Fire gf Juſtice created within him? Have I ſeen 
the great Drops of Blood riſing and ſtanding above 
his Garments? Have I heard his Cries and Roarings 
under the Bruiſes and Anguiſh of his Soul? Let me 
henceforth be convinced of the dreadful Evil and De- 
merit of Sin, Let never that fit light on my Soul, 
which ſat ſo heavy upon Chriſt's Soul: Let never that 
be counted ſmall, which pierced my Saviour's Side 
with a Spear, that crowned his Head with Thorns, 
and filled his Soul with Grief. Nay, let my Heart e- 
ver riſe againſt Sin as the molt hateful and abominable 
Thing in the World, What deſperate Malignity mult 
there be in it that could not be expiated without ſo 
coltly a Sacrifice ! What Fools are they, who make a 
Sport of that which coſt the Son of God ſo much 277 
travel and inward Horror! And what a Fool um I, 
who have been ſo eaſily tempted to that which colt ſo. 
dear before it could be forgiven! O let me neyer have. 
a lifeleſs Apprebenſion of Chriſt's Love, nor a favour - 
able Thought of Sin any more. O that I may hence- 
forth guard againſt that hateful Evil, Sin, and jrem- 
ble at the Wrath of an angry Gde.. 


| MepitTaTion III. 


* bow diſtinguiſhing are thy Favours to me 

an Hl-deſerving Creature! I juſtly deſerved to 
have had a Cup of Trembling and unmixed Wrath put 
in my Hand; a Cup filled with Horror of Conſcience 
and fearful Deſpair; But inſtead of that I have got the 
Cup of Bleſſing filled with the Hope of Pardon and e- 
ternal Life, Lord, I might have been in Hell long 

1 ere 


eat and Thirſt, which 


Cup, into which Juſtice is ſtill pouring more Wrath 


out, ſo as they ſhallinever be able to exhauſt it. But, 
. + inſtead of that, I have been admitted tg thy Table, 
ind have got the Cup of Salvation Ay ink oh 

5 Wet and delicious is my Cup, which ral ap 


me a Cup without Dregs! Admirable Love! Ho 
- overflowing Flood. Many of the old World were 


the Ark: Abide here and thou ſhalt be in Safety. 0 


_ © whoſe Perſon is ugly, whoſe Portion is nothing but 


chaſe ſuch a Clod of Earth and Sin with thine own 


A 
2 
0 


35 ME D As 
ere now, drinking of the Damned's Cup, that horrible 


as they drink it 


and, Fury: Lea, pouring in as 


rink. 


* 


hath mingled for me! But O, how bitter waghis Cup! 
The Dregs of God's Wrath were in it, and yet he, 
willingly drank it for me, that he might purchaſe;to 


different is my Caſe this Day from that of fallen An- 
gels and damned Souls! Manna has been raiged on 
me, while an eternal Shower of Fire and Brimſtone 
falls upon them. They continue without Hope un- 
der the Deluge of God's Wrath, while the welcome 
Rainbow of the Sacrament hath appeared to me 38 a 
Token of God's Covenant, for ſecuring me from that 


not permitted to come into the Ark that ſaved others 
from the Flood. Some came within a ſew Steps of 
it and periſhed ; others were waſhed off the Sides of 
it: But I have ſeen a Window opened in the Side of 
the Ark for me: Vea, a Hand of Mercy put forth to 

all me in. Nay, I haye heard Mercy's kindly Voice, 
faying, as to Noah, Come thou and all thy Houſe into 


ſay then, This is my Reſt, and here III ſtay. > 


MEptTaTion IV. 


Mazing Goodneſs ! that God ſhould ſeal a Mar- 
riage Covenant with me, whoſe Deſcent is bale, 


Diſeaſes and Miſery. Lord, when I compare the 
Rock whence I was hewn, and that on which: thou 
haſt fet me: When I conſider thy low Stoop to pur- 


Rlood, I am amazed at thy Love, I am confounded 
| | | a at 


* 4 


* 
- ” 


After PARTARING: ** 
zt my Ingratitude ! Ob, how little was T affected at 
ay Table, when I ſaw Chriſt's dying Love snd Süf- 


* FA 
, 


ferings ſet before me! IL could ſcarce drop a Lear for 

zin, that was the woful Cauſe of all his Sufferings. - 
Lord, lay not to my Charge my Deſects in Prepara- 
tion, my Coldneſs,: my:Wandrings, my 


am aſhamett af the Hardneſs and Unconcernedneſs of 
my Hearts. The very de: . : 
rent the Graves opened, the Heavens turned dark at 
the Sight of a dying Jeſus !” But O how little did my 
rocky Heart tremble or quake for offending God G 
let the Heart of: Stone be changed into an Heart of 
Fleſh, Let the Fire of Chriſt's" Eove deſcend; and 
kindle ſuch a Flame in my Soul, as may conſunie.all 
my Luſts and Corruptions. As it was by Fire that 
God anſwered his People of old, thus let him anſwer 
me, even with a ewofold Fire kindled in my Heart, 
as the two Diſciples, viz... of Love to-Chrift; *and 
Indignation againſt Sin. O let me not ſpare my darling 


Sins for thy Sake; who ſparedſt not thy beloved Son | 


for mine. Let the Words f my Mouth, and Medita- 


. tions of my Heart be acceptable in thy Sight, O Lord my 


Strength and Redeemer. . 
49 MeDITATION IV, W. 


ORD, what am I, a Goſpel-ſlighting and Grace 

_ abuſing Creature, that thou ould ſpare, yea, 
ſeed and feaſt me in ſuch a Manner! Long ago might'ſt 
thou have | ſhaken off the Hand of thy Providence 


ſuch a Viper as-I am, into Fire unquenchadle, and 


there made me know to ſad Experience, what it is to 
abuſe free Grace by the Loſs of eternal Glory. But, in- 
ſtead of that, thou haſt of thy infinite' Compaſſions, 
become my Surety to appeaſe Juſtice for my hainous 
Sins, when no other Sacrifice would do. Lord, it 
had been much if thou hadſt provided an Angel to 


mitigate my Sufferings, by giving me Drops of Water 
to cool my Tongue in Hell. But that thou thy bleſ- 
| | | | leſle 
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Unbelief. 1 
dead Earth trembled, the Rocks 
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a9 ME DHTAT TOO 
ed Self, ſhould ' ſt be content to becom a Cutſe, u 
undexgo amazing Soul- travel, beſides bodily Hain th 
redeem me ſrom the Curſe, is Love inconceivable} 
O that I may hencefortb live under the cotitiond 
Senſe ob my infinite Obligations to my glorious. dd 
ty, that would male bis, Soul an Offering for" gy 
Sin. What Return ſhall. give him for dh Soul 
travel and Agonies ſor mel O that I. coul all 
Days magnify his Grace and Love, give chearful O. 
bedience to his Laws, and live to his Glety thut 
bought me at ſo dear a Rate. Now bleſſed be his glo- 
rious. Name for ever and ever; let the whole Hart 
be filled with his Glory, and let ll the Povple' ſay, 
ane + om 26 1092 Ht 0 vimct' ts e oral 
„ eee i} ang 2; 2h arti ung ban . A 
MepirAr fon VI. 
1 Have been beholding the bloody Tragedy 6f Chriſts 
Sufferings re-acted, which might ſtilf pieroe and 
rend my Heart. But, Glory to God for the encou- 
raging Word I have heard from the Croſs, I, it ,. 
niſbed. Now the Tragedy is over, my Saviour's Suf- 
ferings are ended, the Ranſom finiſhed, the Righte- 
ouſneſs complete, the Prophecies accompliſh'd, the 
Ceremonies aboliſh'd, the Elect's Salvation wrought 
out; I have a fure Foundation now to lean my Soul 
upon. Well, ſince Chriſt's Sufferings are finiſhed, | 
me not go about to cruciſy him over gain by my 
Sins. It is enough he died once, his Pais were grie- 
vous enough already; I vill not put him to ſuffer o- 
ver again. Lhave been waſhing, my Boul at the Foun- 
tain opened in the Sacrament; yea, Thave been muk- 
ing my Robes clean in the 
me keep them clean, and not defile: them agaln in the 
Mire of Sin. I have now turned 
ten s naſty Dwelling, and am going forward to my 
Fathers Houſe above. It is a clean Houſe I am going 
to, a pure Dwelling, and undefiled: City; I cannot 


me filthy Hands or Feet thither, een ee 
N | 5 2 


— 


d of the Lamb ; O let 
my Back on Sa- 
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mers there. Having therefore ſuch great and s x 
ous Promiſes, Let me cleanſe myſelf from all Filthineſs 
if the Fleſh and * e perfeFing oline in the Fear © 
of God. Has G promiſed me a happy Eternity? o 

that I could diligently ſpend this ſmall Span of Time 

in his Service. Let me imitate the holy Jeſus, whoſe 

whole Life was one continued AR of Goodneſs ; let 

his bleſſed Will be the Rule of all my Actions: And, 
Lord, give me thoſe daily Supplies of Grace, whick 
may enable me to ſerve thee, and lead my Life in all 1 
Godlineſs and Honeſty, Give Strength to do Wat 
thou commanideſt, and then command what thou 
wit. Lord, take not thy holy Spirit from me; ſor- 
ſake not the Work of thy own Hands, but perſect, 
0 Lord, that which concerneth me. O thou who 
haſt begun a good Work, be pleaſed to carry it on 
to the Day of the Lord Jeſus. Amen. Even fo 
come Lord. Jeſus. MEE: Gi _ W 
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